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« When at the first I took my pen in hand> j 
" Thus foT to write, I did not understand 
« That I at all should make a Httle 

• ♦ ♦ s -n ' '*■ 

“ Neither did T hnt vacant seasons spend 
♦* In this my scribhle ; nor did 1 intend 
“ But to divert myself in doing this. 

From worser thoughts, which make me do amlsk 
“ Thus I set pien to paper with delight, 

And quickly had my thoughts in hIsridE |pAiiddl0t:^ 

“ For having now my jatethod by the' end, 

Still as I pulled, it came ; and So I penned 
^ It down I until it came at last to be, 

*^or leng&i and hreadth, the bigness whidi you 
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Whek I s^cri’iLlecl off the ffr^t ijiapto of tim wodc, 

1 had little idea f)f the length to which it wmM njnj s^lese, 

that I should now be writing a prefeoe to a ^'rdbame. 

Having been favored witii some stoe of the pibfe I 

now ask for a Ettie more, wMJe I bijl aacmgh oi 'te liA. ' 
and parentage of the present vdmne, to accre^ tie statements 
t33yerein contained. 

I have p^sed a gpejd Iffeht fa^, and 

quite my share of the stirmg s^as of the last twenty yiap i 
the hifitoy and statistics of this countiy had tang a fmwiie 
study and recs^^tioa ; a labor of love, to whidt I retewwsd with 
jbedh interfflat had «n^^p€!nded the 

pursuit. In my vanity 1 fancied I knew something of the ^iaim 
of our Indian empire, yet at that very time X was nc^ awat^ that: 
the ‘‘ Army of the Indus,*' when it Lndia^ la 

wouW make its yery^ext mmtk in the L^wr terrtai^.. 1' hwei""' 
Wise met mtk men, Img resident in the North-Wastet 

nqt genmlly ih^inlorined, who did not know that the Sikh 
GovenmMd Imd any dominions south of the Bothy, and an may 
he supposed* ignorant of afers on the other 4de of thafe 

; river. ' 

consideration of this ignorance was working in my mtait 
either the tliought of authorship or leisure for it, vdw^ 
one evening, sitting at home, and rending a recent work on Inilta 
which had become popular, though not very original oo: profound, 
the notik^ and I too am a painter/* came into my ndad, and 
taking up a sheet of paper, I senbbW the hrst chapter eff 
m. A friend who was by, read and i|poved; and with ihia m* 
couragement two Oi: fluree more ^pteas were sooa written. 





There k seldom a long step betweraj Voting and publishing } 

•'The AdventmerinittifcPanj&b’’ appeared>the Delhi Gazette} 

Uie Editor asked for and more, and niore-mid thus was tbd 
Adventurer led on. st«^% step; Bellasis himself and his personal 
adventures being purely 4^#inis, but the slight story servmg as a 
vehicle to convey some iUustrttions of the border, its people, and 
nders. 


A few words, to distinguish fact from fiction in the following 
pages, may not he amiss. My personal knowledge of L^aur hard- 
ly exceeds what is assigned to Bdlasis, in the first chapter, but a 
brief view gives life and reality to ideas with whidh 
ptevioTidy be^ fam^ K^grd I have not secfi;" 
mudb pains to acqtdre the information requisite to give a faithfol 
picture of that r^arkable place. Rij K6t is entirely imaginary ; 
I wished to describe Uyiisi, a stronghold belonging to Raja Dhy- 
Singh, hut not being able to collect materials for a correct des- 
oriptibn, I iivmted a name, and imagined a place, such as might 
give an idea of the power of the Raja, and of the means at his 
disposal. 

In the endeavours bf Bdtok for the good of his subjects, I 
wished to sketch what I know to have been attempted, in angther 
for a people as wild and impracticable as those pf Kbt 
Kingra : the character of the hero himself was suggest^ 
tercourse with some of the foreign officers in Ralijtt fi service, 
though he is not intended to represent any one of them. Ch^d 
KhSn is meant to personate an intelligent Nlttrye, with whom T 
have had a good deal of intercourse ; though I hope no sucli fate 
as tliat of the Multilni awaits my little friend, as I am not aware 
I of his having done any thing to merit ht* 

The characters who bear red names, are intended as portraits ; 
many of the incidents they figure in are real, though not occurring 
exactly at the times and places here assigned to them. What is 
put into the inouth of the Mahfix^ah is almost all imaginary, but 
many of the conv«ations with Azizfidin really took place. 
For Ihe romance of the story, the sole fact on which it rests is^ 
that the Chief of Kingrfi had daughters, one of whom was sought 
by Raja Dhyfin Singh* and that the father indignantly refused 
what he considered a degrading^alKance. 



The historical j> tro chiefly taken frcpi F«ter, !Mhloo!lm, 
Prinsep, and Barnes, and I cnee for all acknowledge how largdy I 
have ased Ihese anthoriti^, too frequently, indeed* to admit of re* 
feim(^ at every place. Some few facts rest on native authority, 
and with the above are interwo-mi notes, taken at diferent times, 
in the course of much t^portunity for ol^ervation. 

Little remains for the author to disclose* m the reader to 
The Adveaxtorer makes no pretension to kboizred disquisiticHi or 
folio learning, proffe^og only to give some popular outunea of an 
inteteisl^ HM, that has hitherto been little explored. 






/ ooi^inp^ ■ ' 

« Tht reader is catttiwii8| cmrkm-^If i^fiuU fte 1^ msHnm 
»miefromzii^ifveit/im^ ^Btred^A Mdde^ ^ fofbem 
** md deaihy or the old and tuw — Oriented — Tks rood it 

“ jBd!iMutreh*8 ifoaws arc not iff 


“ The old Sirddr 

• ' "'t'" ' « Holds for his csourt a hi^h dmh^ ; 

** Siimmoxis ^dh yassiil l^d Meaidit 
f ^d bids his gallant soaff attend* 

" The turbaned iSikhsj » viity band, 

^ floek at thdr i^ed t^ef’s c^x^aod II 
" *With eagle eye, and bearing bold* 

“ Polished armour, chains of gold f-. 

Unshorn locks that ample He* 

Slender spears, that quivering fly ; 

** Costly shawls and broidered vests, 

" Beards that float upon their breasts ; 

** Stately camels decked with shells, 

** Prandng steeds, and tinkling b^ll« 5 
** All the sounds and fdghts that 

^ ‘ an unpuhlhhd Pom* 

« When Fath4n and Sikh engage 
** Headly is the strife they wage-- 
« ’Twlxt the Moslem and the StJkh, 

,. ‘‘Hopqw^hii thetiiioe^andw^^ ■ ;;i;;;, 

•< , When b^fgotiy goes hand M hand 
** With rtmtual wrong and shame ; 

Treaties are but ropes bf satid, 

' , Straws, to bind the flame I** 

Who was my fiabher, or who my mother, signifies little : enough, 
after some stirring experiences in other quartfir# of die world, 

1 found myself, on the 5th May, lS30i a ColiBidl in the service of 
Mah^jah Ranjit Singh* My rise was sudden, and my military ex- 
perijance perhaps scarcely entitled me to command men old enough 
to hut, wi^th, the Maharajah, 

Monarcij^'iipik.did not go by prov^ mefl;* It , 

straw to my readers, who or what 1 m ; bill I wSI lei them info 
one secret,. that I am not what I oall myisdLf* for perional or^ 
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family reasons, I adopt a * ‘ uoiu de gueiTc/' what is that to the 
world ? And, if all my facts are not found to be sober realities 
take my word for it they have a deeper foundation in 
truth than the narratives of most travellers. With this brief pre- 
face I beg the reader to know me aS Colonel Bellasis, a gentleman 
travelling for recreation and excitement, but not above taking ser-« 
vice should a favourable opening offer ; one who, however adverse 
his fortunes may have been, feels that nature intended him for 
something, and who sees no reason, after George Tliomas (a) 
made for himself a piincipalfy,atid Perron, De Boigne and others, 
rode over princes, why a hook in the temple of Fame should not 
be accessible to him ; or why, while ready to take Ms chance in 
the roughest sea, some rude but Mendly blast should ndt lodge 
him in a haven. To win such fortune, I bore about one of the 
most powerful talismans, for I was reckless of chance, and no mis- I 
giving or calculation ever withheld me fi'om seizing what seemed 
a favorable juncture. To aspire was my nature, and I was ready 
to perish rather than fall. 

When my story commences, I was a tall, erect figure, standing 
six feet in my shoes ; and if I wanted beard and moustache to win 
me favor with the Sikhs, stiH I had broad shoulders, a slender 
waist, and a dauntless air. I moreover, could use a sword and 
manage a htmse, a^y man : these were natural tastes, 
vated as qualificatiotia for 
my days. 

Where I had been bom and educated, I mean to keep to my- 
self ; I have not been a soldier of fortune without learning that 
least said is soonest mended ; and among orientals secrecy and 
gravity are die pihne elements of wisdom ; nor is a dash of mys- 
tery without its interest all Over the world. 

On entering the Panjib, I introduced myself as a WilAyti,'* 
a word of pretty wide signification, especially among a people 
who are net very nice geographers. Aware of the consequence of 
a first impresdon, I made my entree at L^auor, tnounted on an 
excellent horse, whose eyery and fibre wns of iron ; defying 
all other controul; }ie was a® a lamb ih my hands, obeying 
the slightest monidon of voice or limb; ChAnd^ had been my 
eompanion in many an hour of labour and peril, and had stood my 
friend in many a time of iieed ; after the rough simple habits we 
had been used to, my steed must have felt almost as much surpris- 
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fed as myself, at bis own gay saddle-clotb, and tlie ricli mantle that 
t had thrown round me, though it was one of the hottest months 
in l^ie year. My suite was small, but complete* eacii of my at- 
tendants was mounted on a stout ^abu ; five horse-keepers ran by 
our side, and all bore the air of ease, good care and plenty. Our 
arms were plain, but al^ especially my own, well finished and handy. 
Such was the impresdon caused by our appearance, that as we en** 
tered Ldhaur by the iHiksId gateway, we were greeted with nwemy » 
“ ^hdbdsh r* ** mah 1 Farang% changd ghoda !" khub 
jewan T* 

. My way (^), or rather the loss of my way, led me through, the 
whole town ; for though I had enquired what entrance conducted 
most directly to the ^suburb I was bound for, no one that I asked 
seemed to know,^ Indeed, throughout the Panjilb, there m thia 
ignorance or apathy as to the route to be pursued no one 
acquainted with the direct road, if that tero he l^plicable to the 
pathways that intersect the country ; and the loss of an hour in 
finding one’s way in a single march, seems a matter of no account. 
The eiiti*ance of the Town frma the north-west is picturesque and 
pleasing ; even at the commencement of the hot season thea'e wa» 
a grem hue ahoiit the banks of the KAvi,. ucxntrastijag: 
with the huge town in its immediate vicanity. lYitbm the city 
there is little novel to those who have sojounied in the cast ; but 
with all its pomp and wealth, and it has both, there is a mushroom 
aspect about it, bespeaking rather the entrenched camp, than the 
city built for duration. In fact it is only the second halting place 
of the Sikh hordes who have ovor-nm the Pajy&h ; 
ing thdr head».quarters. Long before that ttohj, however, LAhaur 
was a town of note. Thrice has it been desolated ; N^dir and Ah- 
mad Shilh each in turn carried destruction through its ancient 
halls, its dws^fe^ of centuries ; and the merdless complet- 
ed the work, so that when Mahar^ah Ranjft Sing^, 4 :#Ad^ It the 
seAt of his IGov^itfe^, had almost to fomxd the city anew. 
Out of thirty-six of the oM town diWsions only six now remain ; 
they are endrcled by a strong and handsome wall, endodng 
also some new ground, and forming a sweep of four ko $ — an arm- 
ed endoRure not often rivalled. This wall is throughout the 
greater part Of its extent, fronted by a fausse kmye and a de^, 
though narrow dit<h 5 there are twelye gates and as may widetts. 


'4 MssA'dris tA - MfS oif ' 

each of the former having a double entrance, -so that if any adver* 
sary did force the outer gate, he must pass through a Hanking fire 
before reachiiig the second. The parapets of the main work could 
Ibe easily knocked over, hut those of the fausse hiraye, having 
nb commhndi, could scarcely be battered, except jfrom the crest 
of the glacis. This rough sketch of the works I by no means prow 
fesfe to be strictly accurate, though it is not intentionally etherise. 
I give my impressions as received on that first morning of iny en- 
trance, whmr, in fact, I saw as mudi if not more of the towi, fhan 
in all my future service. 

Emerging from the narrow streets, '(not quite aO narrow, how- 
ever, as those of Kdbul or H^r^t) I left the city by the iBbcAl 
gate ; and what a change of scene ! Before jne ky a ruined mass 
of Mosques, Palaces, and Tombs, relics of a former age ; their mu- 
tilated fragments looking even more gnm, from the grotesque in- 
termixture of Indo-European buildings and gardens, the residences 
of fiai^^ers "in Bkajitk service. But if I go on much longer 
desenbing, the reader will be as weaiy as I was. While I conti- 
nued to thread my way under a burning sun, to a garden house, 
which, tlirough the kihdhe&s of a hktire friend, had been placed at 
my service, I almost unconsciously uttered aloud the thoughts that 
the scene suggested, a day or an hour sufficed to destroy all this,- 
but ev& the g^nsaj^^^bjs^WQn de m an^who reigns in. the Pan^^ 
j4h, has not been able in twenty years to of 

vitality, much less to put breath and strength into tlie mined capi- 
tal.** My soliloqfiy was interrupted by a * httie, good hatured, 
pert-looldng Moslem, who civilly ^uted me as he rode along side. 

you are an Andr, I perceive it by your thoughts ; 
jou cnohbt 10&*ukAbved <m the scene before you. But you call 
nur ruler a gmat man ; k it greatness to destroy the shelter of 
the poor man, in order to build up lofty abodes for the rich ? All 
that you have seen in the new town is the produce of plunder, of 
oppress&t)^ ^ doubly-dyed tyranny. The cost of walls had 
been defrayed the €afp)ense of one wealthy merchant of Amritsir, 
whose hoards have been tak#, but 

in fact to fill the ptrses of the supervisors.** ' What you say, ihy 
friend,** replied I, can hardly he true t but at any rate, 'vyho 
made you or me the Maharajah*s judge ? He is vicegerent here, 
and will have to answer hereafrer-to him who made him Monarch. 

— -Sidi says, ‘ the smoke of tire poor mank heart goes up to 
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iieaven/ and so it is ; fifty years will level all diatinctions, and 
then, as the same Poet says, * what matters it to die on a silken 
pillow, or oh the cold earth ?’ *' “ Ihe is a poet md a phi- 
losopher/* replied my Mend; if my lord will permit his servant, 
he will he in attendance, and, perchance* may make himself 
useful.” . 

I liked the man’s alert, intelligent air, an4 as -vm now had 
reached the garden house I was'ih I 

alighted, to attend at the third watch of the day. 

Having seen to my good horse’s fare, and the comfort of my 
feilhful followers, I refreshed myself with bathing, and then 
breakfasted on a thick, dry <^hapdt% and a cup of Eau Sucr6e, 
a beverage which in my travels had with me taken the place of 
every other, i then dispatched my principal attmdant wife a 
fioweiry epistle, accompanied with the offering of a Ikamdsome gold 
watch, to faqtr Aiz^zfichn (c) one of ike fsitourites of the Ma- 
harajah. Scarcely had I done tins, and stretched myself on the c?idr^ 
pdi to rest. When ray friend df the moroing, who now made him- 
self known as Oh^tnd EMn was announced. He was inouhted on 
a horse of gcW lilood, which he managed with a half-jatmfy, 
military air. His whole ^peatunce gave me the of what I 
can fancy Amir Khfoi’s (d) Sirdars to have been, half-gentle- 
man, half-rogue, mingling in his person both the accomplishments 
of the soldier and civilian. Ch^ind Khin wore a tightly-fitting 
but high tofhan of white muslin, paijamaJis of MultAn Bilk* 
red with a white stripe — a vest of white flowered and a dQr>^ 

patta el the yeEoW BahtWulpoor Ekm^ Or &■ -sb- 

costed me with^* salam ataUum, ak^di huhhair ast ?” and his air 
had all the ifectbn of a friend and familiarity of an old acquaint- 
ance. I was frot prepared for this, and looked rather :|razzled 4 

The is ^fprised, the mast^ of favour is hot disflwed at 
his servant ?” " my friend ; but we of the «h) not give 

ouibonfidence on an hour’s acquaintance/* My lord says truly r 
ewy country has its customs % and the men of Kabul, among 
whom I perceive by his acc(^trements and speech ray lord has 
dwelt, ray ready with a word or a blow. Their h^rts, like tkose 
of their raistr^OS, are easily excited to good or evil,” Your 
speech is strraE%^, ray friend/’ I replied, who, or you ?” 

In a word, my ib4 I am an advmtoer* free of the wsrld ; I M 
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a TaihaUf originally from KAbnl, and for some generations ] 
my ancestors liave served the Chiefs of Mult^hi. My father 
died by the side of Muzaffar Kh^n, in defending his fortress 
against the one-eyed Sikh \ when after a six montli’s defence, Mul-* 
tAn fell to Eanjit Singh; and my country was no longer an abode 
for me/’ I followed the heir of my Piince into captivity. The 
allowance granted to Sarfaraz KhAn scarcely furnishes food- 
and raiment for his household; how then are his retainers to sub- 
sist? A fe'vr of the bolder spirits manage to hang on; ostensibly 
we eat & bread, we to pro^ name; and, one of us 

being Baipart, and anothet having tahm the Pahal, we 
profess to eke onr means by trade. Under guise, I will 
not conceal from my lord, that we levy contributions on the spdilers 
of our laud. The ralyatt the traveller, the merchant, or the true 
believer, we touch not; but what mercy should the dogs of Sikhs 
expect at our hands?” Here my informant laid his hand on his tah 
war^ and mated by his feelings, raised his voice beyond the cau- 
tiouB ahd confidential tone in which he had been speaking; he 
paused, and I enquned, “ And do you not thus put your own lives 
in peril? Does the Mahar^ah keep so bad a watch over bis sub- 
jects ?” We have friends at court,” replied Ch^d Khan, 
and we are cautious; when possible we perform our work secret- 
ly, and never shed blood except in self-defence, to put a witness 
out of the way: otn dress Sikhs ,^ winch.. is 

in itself a pass.” “ But,” said I, can you witK ffie^ costume as- 
sume the air and features rf so pe^ulto a race ?”, Most people be- 
lieve not, and hi this mist^e lies part of our stoty; but can a 
person of the Sahib^s discernment suppose that a people composed 
of c^^ouring of all other tribes, have not as much d^erence 
m their feature as in icaStes ? Go to the hazhr, talce any 
dirty, naked twist up his haii% ^ve him a lofty turban and a 
dean vest ; comb out and lengthen his beard, and gird his loins 
with a yellow kmnarhand ; put a clumsy sword by his side, and a 
long spear hi Ms cowardly hand; set him on a strong, bony, two-^ 
year-old horae, and you have a passable Sikh/* ** Truly you are 
plain enough apa^^^> ^7 friend/’ But not too much so, my lord; 

I see by your kindlmg eye, that you dehght in a stirring life; and 
could we count you and four bold party of our band, you would 
soon learn the secrets of our trade ; my lord looks astonidiM at my 
boldnesfe, but I am safe in the hands of an honest soldier^’* (e) You 
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are, my fHend, but you will not lon^ be so, if you thus trust every 
traveller : however, as you are communicative, tell me a little of 
how politics stand at court ? Whose word and will are law ? Whose 
fiiendship is desirable? Who best understands the Maharajah? 
For, in return for your feonhdence, I may tell you tliat I am a can- 
didate for favour at Court/' Without hesitation ChAnd Khin 
gave me a “ catalogue raisomi6'' of all the einploy^ ; pimtiid- , 
ly bespattering them all with dirt, and givii®' a to 

those followers of flbe prophet who served the infidel tyrants. 

Our conversation was interrupted by the anival of Khalifa 
Nfirfidin, brother of the Azizfidin ; nothing daunted, 

my friend sat on while the prehminary speeches passed between 
the new visitor and myself, and then rose and took his leave. 

The Khalifa ( /) is a wily, oily-faced man ; Imet him witih as 
many flowers of eloquence as he bestowed on and while he 
hoped that this new bud of friendslfip w<Md ripen into golden 
fruit, I trusted that the flag of my prosperity would be unfurled in 
the sunsliine of his Excellency's favour. . We tiien came to mat- 
ters of business, and I soon made it wortli the Khalifa's while to 
understand the necessity of introducing me to the MahArAjah. . 

The next day but one was fixed for my appearance at court; 
attired and attended as when I entered LAhaur, I proceeded lo the 
palace. Before arriving there, 1 met Eanjit himself, returning 
from his morning's ride, and much as I had heard of the insignifi- 
cance of his first appearance, it startled me ; the more so, perhaps, 
from the contrast it presented to the wiiy and athletic forms that 
surrounded him . ^ He rode gracefafly, on .a active hoiige, 

$nd was: followed by his primcapal ^irdmrs, each with his silken chaU 
ha carried jby a runnmg footman, and the whole cortege followed 
by an eseprt of five hundred well mounted horsemm and as many 
fix)t; they ce^u^ed of aU tribes and castes, ^kks^ 

Smdus^ all gdly attired in and yellow 

the cavalry, sitting in high peaked saddles, and armed to the 
teethi with matchlock, pistol, blunderbuss, sword and spear ; the 
others more Hghtly, but still efficiently armed : some few AkUk 
too WTO present, conspicuous by their high blue turbans, girdled 
with quoits ; hut more so, by their wi|4, maniac loqk, and insolent 
gestures. seeing me approach, some of these hailed me with 
curses and abu^, hut sent one of his orderlies to dipw 

tne off, 
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As tile train approached the entrancjB to tlie ShSlimAr {g) gar* 
dens, the cavalry^ filed oflT, leaving the Maharajah, with his train, 
ibllowed by the running footmen to pass through a lane, formed 
by a regiment of his newly-formed infantry, who received him with 
presented arms* I was kept at the gate for some minutes after the 
Maharajah liad entered ; and while thus detained, many of the 
soldiers broke their ranks and crowded round me ; some gazed 
respectfully at my train and accoutrements, but more remarked 
with a 0^ ji^y w^t of beard, and my haif-european costume. 
Sd:^ horsemem also jfew tipi apdw^e more especially inso* 

leiit : one of them, Nand Singh, second M ddminand of one of 
the newly rmsed cavalry coips, (a fecotmdrel with' whoin I soon 
became better acquainted,) was the most forward ; he was a smart, 
active young man, with a bold and dissolute cast of countenance ; 
he commenced caracoling his spirited HtHe nag in circles closer 
and closer round me, half muttering, half chaunting a rihbald 
song. As he neared me, I vramed him that my horse kicked ; to 
this he ddgtted no answer, but after a little rode tilt by, grazing 
me, as if accidentaiy, with his steel clad shoulder, I touched the 
rein of my good steed, gave him half a turn, pressed him with my 
sword hand the veriest trifle on the loins, and with one tremendous 
kick he sent Nand Singh, horse and all, head over heels. A 
dozen swords were instantly drawn, and as many matchlocks pre- 
sented at me, but my four stent ‘fb]k»w€sr8 clDaedaroi^(l^^ 
out affecting to believe my adversaries in earnest, I calmly express- 
ed a hope that the tMlen hiaxi, not hurt, ‘ regretting that he 
should not have taken my caution, and avoided my horse's heels. 
Whether owing to our firm aspect or to the royal vicinity, I know 
nc^ t by-'Sti^dars held off and treated us with vastly more 

dvOity during the remtdnihg minutes that I was kept waiting : 
and they looked With much curiositjr when an or orderly of 
the Prince's, came to tell me I was summoned to the karhhr. 
When ushered in, I found the monarch seated in a' golden chair, 
smrcmnded'l:^ about a dozen of his ministers ; seveitf Reporters were 
in the distanoe^ catching every word, and noting lim ' the court 
circular” for tt^smi^bn to cdr^^ As I 

entered, the Mah^ajah half arole, and greeted me with mubh 
courtesy ; my nazar of a hwndred-aiid-^hne inipees was removed, 
and I was told to be seated on the farsh, or carpet, near his Ma- 
jesty ; my own name and my father's, my place of birth; and my 
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age, were asked and told, and it was exptoral thi^ tiioagh a 
wUayti I was not an Englishman. I was then asked what I 
knew ? what I could do ? and what I wanted ? aH m a breath ; and 
my reply was to the effect, that 1 could do any thing, was i^orant 
of nothing, and having heard the fame of the King, was come J 
from a far country to offer my services. Ycfti speak Persian ?’* 

** Yes, I have been some time ia Persia T* ** Can yon 

Can you cure a Icmg-standmg disease I Can you cast a gun } Can 

you shoe a horse ? Can you mend my watch, which has stopped?” 

“ All, throij^h your Highness’s tqbah is in the reach of mortal ; 
and what other men have done, what should prevent Bcilasis 
from doing?” Shdhbdsk, ftrqtr, he is a bold jawdn this 
friend of yours I” He is, your Highness, but try him, and you 
will find his merits exceed his words ; the King of Rffm, the 
Shah of Persia, the Amirs of Scxnde, all asked h^ to 
as a brother ; but he would devote his swOrd ^ but the Lion 
of the PanjAb.” During this flourish M my behalf, two nearly 
naked wretches were dragged in, caught in the act of pilfiDring at 
the garden gate ; they did not deny ^e charge, and the nos© of 
one, and ears of the oth^ were sentenced to be cat oC In as 
short a time aa I can write it, the sentence vm executed, and tibe 
culprits, bleeding as they were, were driven Oiit^ Slurp work. 
BeUasis,” observed the King, as I looked after the mutilated 
thieves : “ We do not take life, but we punish.” My heart 
sickened, and I ventured to remark that perhaps they wm 
led on by hunger. A dozen voices stin'ed to hush me and 
the f^r gave me an admonitory look. ** Let him 
said Eanjtt, ** I like plmn speaking and he is hut a jawdn^ 
You ride w^eil, I hear. Mend T' ** I hAve strode a horse from my 
youth; your I^hness/^ ** WeB, you Farangls leap your horses. 
There is a feMo# just entering who will shew you the my over 
thsd^ fence.” IJb^ed^atthe man pmnted out, and' 

Nand Singh, who, as an acknowledged fevorite, had been allowed 
to Ms way in, probably to ascertain whether mention bad 
been ttde of the fracas at the door. I saluted him gravely but 
politely, he returned the salaam with a half-surly, half defying ifr ; 
and we ah forthwith, Vazin^ Scribe, Oirndwh^ IWn* 
tiffs, Defencii^ and prisoners, bundled out to the g^rd^. 

The Sikhs am Ihckbitably bad horeemen j howler eommoii 
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report mhy say to the jontrary : tlieir horses are so hard worked;, 
so fictotily fed, and so badly bred, that they have no spirit for the 
rider to quell ) however Nand Singh vras by profession a «?//«- 
huk sowa7% and at LudianS. had followed the hounds in the train 
of some European he had there served. Delighted at the oppor- 
tunity of shewing off against me, he urged his horse to the fence 
pointed out by the Maharajah ; but the animal being tightly 
curbed and bitted, failed to clear the fence, insignificant as it was, 
and fe|l heavily with his rider ; I took the signal, gently touched 
ChMdE wl& ^ and sprin^ng ovei* the barricade, Avheeled 
rotind, and on my ' return, cleared both it and Ae body of my pros- 
trate foe. In another instant I was at the feet of the M^ah^ah ; 

Shahhmh, Bellasis, you shall teach my Lancers. You are a Co- 
lonel now in my service, and sliall have a khilat on the spot. If 
you ai'e hut as bold in the field as in the garden, we shall soon be 
good hiends. But tell me, what was this squabble at the gate 
I related the to^^ction simply as it happened, and Banjit re- 
plied ; ** you look as if you spoke the truth, Bellasis ; Nand 
Singh has been made too much of ; apd is ever daring in the 
wrong : besides, he shewed to day that he cannot ride. But you 
must be careful, my palace grounds are not the scene for a tumult, 
nor my guards fit subjects for experiments as to the power of 
your i^e*s , A day shall be fixed for you again to attend, 
and you Will then reoedve a of Jn' yofir new 

office, and instructions for your conduct. Your fortune is m the 
ascendant ; be prudent, and do not rashly mar it/' 

The IVfaharajah expressed this, counsd as much by signs and 
gestolw .as by words; I signified my respectful ascent, and we 
all retuiTied to the h.all of audience. A khilai was then presented 
to me, consisting of eleven pieces, which included a horse arfd ac- 
coutrements, a sword, a pair of shawls, a pearl necklace, a shawl 
cfmgha, and two pieces of fine muslin ,* the value of the whole 
amounting to eleven hundred rupees. These, with # coutain- 
ing a tboupmd rupees^ were delivered to my attendants, and I was 
dismissed. 

'The worda of the Maharajah Were blunt, but his manner was 
mfid and cdndHating; and evaa had I received less fiattering 
marks of his favom^ I could have been at no loss to read the im- 
pressiOti my recepfison had made on the courtiers, plainly Written as 
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it was in the eyes of all. Many who on my entrance had mutter- 
ed, here's another Faring W' ** have we not enough of tliem 
already V* " Do not Allard, Ventura, Avitable, Court, monopolize 
enough of the royal favour and »acli like observations, now were 
silent, or with bland gestures and fawiiing caresses pressed forward 
to olfer their services and congratuladons. 1 said little in reply, 
but civilly making my way among them, %^k the road to my pwa J 
dwelling. ; , / 

NOTES- 

(a) Whoever feels interested in stirring action, and in tracing what mpy he 
done by a rmle, uneducated, and even dissipated man, ought to read Firanfehn*® 
life of (jreorge Tdomas j which, awhwardly as ii. jj written, had strong atfitae* 
tions for me in my "boyish days. Peron, De jB(%ia'e, and some other French, 
adventurers, were superior men, and ooiy wanted a fevtJdmbk comhimithjw ^ 
circumstances, such as we found, to- have anticipated Brl^t 

(h) Cavalry guides are proverbially bad in India hut let no one who loves 
his peace, and prt ters his own bed to a village charpi^i trust himself to the tend- 
er mercies of a Sikh sowar ; for where it is possible to ||0 wrong, he will be sure 
not to go^igbt. 

(c) Faqir literally means beggar, aud generally a religloua rwwticatrt. la 

this iustauee, however, it is used as a title of respect and i« {m 

and other such titles often arrogated by men whose hoJjmeia dr poverty Her only 
itt the aahs^ . 

(d) For the benefit of English rcadem, I may say, tlmt Amir Khfia was a 
Pathdn adventurer, whr., liurhig i.iejint twenty ycais of the present century, 
took a con»jncuuii« pjirt lu the wars of Upper and Central ludia. Bern at" potr, 
but respectable ptuoats in the north of Kouilkund, he commenced Ma 

a private horseman in 17bii. After serving first one t, hief, then ahothi^', he ad- 
hered pretty steadily to the family of duswant Eao Holfew until be- 

fore the battle of Mebidpooi*, when he was gained over by 
guarantee of holding, immoIeateJ, bis j)Ossebsiojis, the value of which was about 
two hundred thbufeand pounds per annum. Afier tbi-j arrangement be retired 
from pubHc lhi% and was virtoally a Friace in his own territory, 

K- (e) Chand KhWk openae^ may appear absurd and ihcredible Imt one 
who has not^ tried,' coeld believe the confidence with which 
idly where they sasorare,) arc trcdtcd by natives, who receive any eneomrage- 
ment ; their honor Is Itnplicitiy trunted, not to lietray, even where they do itot 
The mdginal of Chand Khan has told the author facts almoirt m dan- 
ger^lp’''^ hlxn^lf, though not same nature as those noted in tbtt? 

text 

f , 

if) "IM® title meana a king, a cook, a tailor or a pedagogue, Not being a. 
aucecssor bf tire Prophet, N drudln (whoj^e name means tight ^ ildSi}^ 
had no right io the first interprttation, and would probably hitve ailontect ^ 
any one of the othora. An interesting mystery muit FO«t 0V;»' , 

TMjn indiTidvwd may soaaft & im 



12 


BASSAGEB IN THE tIFE OF 


clioose;! for Wa introduotipo at court, but tbe following letter from M. Al- 
lard and "Ventura shews that sach things have been. The tone adopted by my 
hero, is not precisely that of tiie ¥-; euchiiian and Italian, but every man ukes 
his own high-way or bye- way to gain his object. 

{^Trmilated from Frimrp's Vfeof Banjit Sirinh^pa^i 132.) 

TO HIS MAJBSTI THE KIKG. 

giP 0 ,A.«The favours showered ou us by your Blajesty since our arrival in this 
capital, are innumerable, and correspond to the high opinion we had formed of 
hia (your) benevolence. Fame, which had borne the name of the King of 
liShaur, as far even as our abode, said nothing in comparison of what we have 
aeen» Every thing around your, Majesty is great, and worthy of a sovereign who 
aspires %j iuiinoft5dty. when WO first had fhe honor of being presented 

to your Majesty, we, disclosed to him (yon) the mdl|V& of our Journey: the 
reply h© (you) vouchsafed sets us at ease, but leaves ns uncertain as to the fu- 
ture. We, therefore, iiad the honor of addressing your Majesty a few days ago 
to know whether our arrival In this state is agreeable to him (you) and whether 
we can render him (you) any service by our knowledge in the art of war, ac- 
quired as superior officers, under the immediate command of the Gieat Napole- 
on Buonaparte, Sovereign of France. Your Majesty has not yet relieved us from 
this suspense, and xve are still without his (your) commands. We have, there- 
fore, reiterated our request in the frepch language, according to the advice of 
NQrudin Sahib, who leads ns to believe that an individual employed about 
your august persoi^ understands our tongue. In this uncertainty wl beseech 
your Majesty to conduscii^d to forward us hia (your) instructions which we shall 
follow with the utmost punctuality. 


We have the honor to be, with the deepest respect, 

your Majesty’s most humble, most obedient, 
and most devoted servants, 

Xo^dr, lat April, 1822. C, 

This address can only find a parallel in that of tlie Queen bf Sheba, to - 


mom The amfusion of persons aud tenses in the letter ie as in the original 
French ; the reason of its having been written in that language is explained in 
Frinsep’s narrative. 


, (s) The name applied to the royal pleasure groundsin most oriental capitals 
Tlieac gardens are stifllylMd out, with straight waller edged by cypress treefc 
artificial ponds aud fouutmos here and there, and formal-looking plats of flowm 
and shrubs intervals. 
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OCWfTEllTi* 

** A faoonrite hm no fnmd&^^Thut road io ro^ fkmw 4$ 

** J5c master ofymtrsdf, and you wW. he no lodges jBe thor^ of ymir presence^ 

^Hfyou would him it prized --The hontii of a Klmfs favor teUiug on yaw cwy 
« he known hy the huzAng of files around.^' 

Eor why ? l>ecause the good dkl rule 
SuflSceth tbem^ — ^the simple pkfl 
That those should t&ke, who hav4 the power, 
iknd those should keep-*who caa* 

' _ ' ' . 

Salt seasoua daiatles, and my 

The humblest loo^ my diiult i&iplest xlll 

Corsair* 

The sun was hig-li m the heareus when I reached my dweUing ; 
and such a sun I he oilly can understand its power who has bw 
exposed to it in the hot winds 1 the huraing rays showing 
on a man's head, penetrating evay 

directions from tlie parched, arid ground, while the scorching wind 
catches the breath, the eyes arc blinded with the glare and dust, 
and the brain feels absolutely boding. At this season, when fre- 
quently for days together the sky ia one sheet of torrid dust, whist 
mockery does there seem in European descriptions of mov- 
ing,'' " gorgeous noon,'' dewy evel" ^ 

Getting under a roof, I felt as if an iron cap had been removed 
from my head ; I bathed, dressed myself in loose white mudht, fuid 
reclined on a c^trpai to take my frugal meal and think oirer the 
events of the morning ; I saw that if I hsed made <me I hnd 
ronsed many enemies, how was I, a fordign secure the 

one, and disarm the others ? 

"WidJethua meditating, in gliM the fa^r Nhrildin who, 
being seated, congratulated me on the events of the morning j 
“ a/rf«, 4fr%n, «aAi6'^your star is in the ascendant. Never he* 
fore had such a reception 1 Your fortune is sawe !** 

“ And to whid^'* said I, will that fortune lead V* “ To what? asks 
the tahi{> ? Fayour an(| fortune are here symmyncwsi you wiU 
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the command of an army, the government of a province, or the 
“ Ah, but*' I interrupted him, and then checking my- 
self added, Good Khalifa-jt, whatever I obtain will be 
through your favour, and you will not find me ungrateful.” The 
faqir touched his head, arid drawing nearer to me, said, in a con- 
fidential tone: it is to shew my own and Azuzfidln’s de- 
sire to serve you that I now come to warn you of plots already 
laid to cut short your career. Your best policy is to make friends 
of the brother Rajahs, Dhydn and GuMb Singh ; and to avoid 
zithes quErrds or intimacy wi&. the Etiropeans in the Maharajah's 
service. You are young, and appear spirited^ bnt^ to prosper you 
must restrain your passions. I do not speak of any individual as your 
enemy, but warn you that there are many to whom you will be as 
a thorn in the eye. Remember, our practice is different from that 
' of you wilayatls, no man with us goes about unarmed and unat- 
tended ; and the higher he is in favour the more he requires pre- 
cautipHs^” J tanked the faqir for his advice ; and not giving 
me time to question him farther, he rose and took his leave, order- 
ing in a bag of one hundred rupees and certain trays of fruits and 
sweetmeats sent as a idyafat by , the Maharajah. 

While my people were abroad pickiug up news, I had 
time fm: much cogitation, and chalked out in my own mind 
the fine df I should pursue. And I will take this place 

to introduce, not only the result of the day’s deliberationa, hut 
the opinion I formed of R,anjit and his court during my stay at 
Xi^aur, which will save after repetitions, and be a clue to my story. 

Ranjit Singh was at this time about fifty years of age, 
Ms mucdi worn ou^ debauchery; of 

mean appeartmce, one eyed, and small of stature. YvhoUy illite- 
rate, but gifted with great natural intelligence, and a wonderfiilly 
quick apprehension and retentive memory ; he managed better than 
those more learned to transact the current busineg^ ^ of his king- 
dom; sdi Ihe revenue accounts pass under his ownSi^ during their 
audit, his whole arf^tion is dfr^cted to trying how much he can 
‘ dip and pare ; a true statement he does not reckon on as among 
possibilities, so that when the accounts seem ell fair and square, 
and the revenue rendered even excee^ the stipulated sum, he al- 
wslys disallows a certain per centage, ihe tenacity of his laeanory 
enabling him to fdlow out the mc^t complicated statements Eor 
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Ms age and country, ke may truly be called a great, and in some 
respects, even a good king ; be is active, enter[irising, and, to a 
certain extent, just. Kind and liberal to those within bis sight, be 
is much beloved by his personal followers, tliough tlie English pro- 
verb, ** out of sight, out of mind,” is in his case as applicable at 
the oriental one, ** a do^*ri the presence is better than a brotte 
afar.” From the same eadinefi® of ^position, he 'rarely r@iy«s a 
request ; though Ms promise k by no t&etos a sure smtsi, I 
have heard him accused of grasping rapacit\% and I admit, justly ; 
but we muiet judge him by bis education and temptations, and by 
tbk ^andard his appetite for riches was not greater than was to be 
expected. He has been called faithless, and on some oocasimis de* 
served the charge ; but shew me the prince, ancient or modem, 
who, tempted as he was to breach of faith, k^pt the terms of tar^ity 
as he did with Ihe British ? It may be said tndy tiiat vtoifc 
parts of his rule are those common to oriental despots, while the 
favorable points arise from his individuai character. 

Personally, Ranjit Singh is brave, fmd has slain many an ene- 
my in the field; but I am not aware of his having ew, in ccM 
blood, ordered an execution, either in the way of ' 0 c 

revenge: .and ,, %h3e , ,lh_!W 'of 

their forhad at Delhi and Kibul (a), he almost invariably provides 
for the families of his conquered enemies. Tlie amiual progresses 
that the Maharajah makes through the country, give him the op^ 
portunity of seeing almost every viDage, and his ertrm:adinaiy 
mory keeps a register of what he has seen, so that when ifor 
grants of knd, he gives with his eye more open than those of 
granters usually are. He detests Complamts, and usually stipulates 
with his fhnMTB that none are to reach his ear; yet as he frequent- 
ly travels, and is seen daily, some poor wretch or otha* fref^eaatty 
•attracts his notice and mMces a complaint. BAnjVk 
fore now and then opened to wdiat is going on ; one his fevenife 
inod^ of sounding those about him is to set them to dispute in hm 
presd^, when a tone or inuendd, that would be lost on a duller 
ear, ca|a4|«s Ms. 

In reviavring the Maharajah’s character, we must be pOTuaiitMl 
tliat, with stunted, ungMnly firo, d^donf % those 

personalities that wipe the of btrbariaus, he must possell 

vast ability, addres»/«^ moral courage; for he not only dj^ 
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around into hk mehes, but he knew when to yield, and how to con- 
tract, his sKieasures. Having raised himself from a petty Chief to 
a conqueror, he had Hoikar {h) for his refugee, and all Hindus- 
tin m a blaze around him ; yet he, then a yoimg and stirring 
leader, had judgment enough not to join himself to the Mahrathi 
who, though now in adversity, had 8 (lately been the scourge of 
the country, and driven before him many of the disciplined British 
troops. And his whole conduct shewed that he had from the out- 
set penetratioii enough to estimate justly his own power and that 
of te/'lingli^, , 

I must say a few words as to those whom I found the immedi- 
ate personal favorites of the Maharajah, and with whoiu I had af- 
terwards most to do* 

The men in highest confidence •syere Rajah Dhy^ Singh and 
Jemadar RhushiyM Singh with the faqir Azizfidin. The rise 
of the two first was not by the most respectable road. I be- 
lieve there is little doubt that’ as ministers, and even victims of 
Kanjit Singh's debaucheries, they both first obtained favor. 
Gulib Singh and Sachet Singh, brothers to Dhy^ Singh, ar# 
likewise wealthy and powerful j the territory and treasure of these 
brothers are not much inferior to those of His Highness himself. 
Although the family is of good blood, it was in obscurity, and 
Guldb Singh was only a common saw dr ; in a feud he killed 
a man, and being dose pressed by the friends of his victim, he 
took refuge in the Maharajah's tent, then pitched in the plain, 
%s was his custom when reviewhig his troops. Ranjft was pleased 
with the refugee’s appearance, pardoned, and took Mm into favor : 
he soon introduced his brother, who, in turn, brought in Sachet 
Singh. Each in turn endured the Maharajah's familiarities, and 
being men of business and courage, made their way into his pd'- 
maneat favor. AH three became R^ds, acquired and 

contracts that have enriched them beyond count, an^ the csommand 
of troops and territory that, with their own abip^;* make Ahem 
dmigerous subjects. : 

It was always a matfe Of astonishment to the well-mshers of 
Ranjit Singh, that wise and wary as he is, he allowed this frater# 
mty such formidable power. Dhy4n Siu^ knew the public feel- 
ing, and was ever on the spot to prevent its reaclnng Bis 
master’s ear ; or in his brief absences, had tmsty foEowers to 
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watch erefy %rmm, Bitt m>m 6 h 0 w, u little bird got 
and aftlced the Maharajah why he permitted tmeh dmn.g;«s ? 

Why'' said the Kin^* ** it i? my fate— I threw myseF on them — 
it is toy destiny." And feo it is — ^Bhy^ Singh has the dcw)r-wiEy$ 
he has monopolized the c^oe of Prime liinkter, Comman^r <4 
the forces, and chief aide-^e-camp to His Higimesa ; he hm 
out almost all acom i end tibon^ m t hetbre siiid, ^ 
does ueuaHy make his wly into tfee presence, and ralsmg the cry of 
dohM^ ohtaims.ahesuh^i yet he is so soon hnsUed out, that, 
howeyeg gmdous may have been his reception from the sovereign, 
ha| seldom courage or ahility to try a second hearing. Sachet 
Singn and Guldb Singh are seldom at cdurt, but are in the pror. 
vinces, commanding large bodies of troops, and administenng the 
territory they hold in ten : the latter holding the <^iitrac^, 
interferes directly With the bread of every man in isbaitty; 

Dhydn Biugh, though ^ghtly kme, is a fine looking man, of 
a noble presence^ polite and afiahle, of wknhag manners and mod* 
mt speech^ He rits on the ground, and rather baliind the Maha- 
rajahs while others, his inferiors in every way, are seated on chairs, 
decidedly is, next to his master, the ablest man ia the 
i though, like him, so illiterate as scarcely to be able to 
sign hia name. 

KhuahiyM Singh, (d) a native of Suh&runpoor, in the British ter- 
ritory, is now a coarse, vulgar-} ooking man, though when he was 
one of the hundred picked soldiers appomted to the night gwd pf 
the Mahir^sh, hew^ a fine Imndsmeyourng felbw. 
b^ 0 t^ of Hhyhu Singh. Porraany yeairs KhnFhiydl 

Spi^' btld the command of the door-way* wliich is equivalent to 
that of as wdd as to royal ear; but he was loss 

'og^rious 'and on, one occarion* havkg .propff^ 

tuiim Mahai^kj^ lAhiur to Amritiir,, Hla 

inspected a plot for hja own imprhsooment, ITpon this he deter- 
ntfued to deprive Khuahiy&l Singh of Ms command ; fearful of 
offending a powerful faction by open sOpercession, the king got 
Dhyin l^ngh and his brothers, with their followers^ up into the 
8apcm (or citadel and palace) one night, by scaling , 

walls; atjid then quietly displaced the men of KhuahiyM 
who was wise enough to mako no oporition, , «uid who, . , 

been wisf enough to shew no .rofentemat.; in , oth^, . 
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holds his former place in the darhdr, and is consulted on all 
portant occasions. 

Writing these memoirs from memory, I am aware that I occa- 
sionally mljcup dates ; but this does not aiFect my story, which is 
itther founded on than a strict relation of chronological 
events : — a historical romance of the school of Sootf s Napoleon, 
or Robertson’s America. I Mnll, therefore, now mention an Ovent, 
though it occurred after the date of this portion of my history. 

; iChili^%# S assist Kunwar Sher Singh, the 

Maharajah^s son, in thfe Government KAshnur, and to recover 
its ruined haances : the prince, seeing lus hent, gave up to 
him, entirdy, and escaped responsibility: KhusliiyAl recovered 
some rents, screwed a few lacs, and turned a season of dearth 
into one of most frightful famine, nearly depopulating the pro- 
vince, and sending the wretched inhabitants to the very centre 
of in search of bread. From the revenue, 'it formerly 

3 ri€ilded,^ EAshmir fell to eight ; and only with nurs- 

ing and care has it reached rixteen. The Maharajah was of 
course much displeased* and for a time KhushiyAl Singh lost favor; 
but, at the time I atn no^ virillng, he is one of the most honored 
counsellors : though a first class Sarddr, he is still called Jamaddr^ 
the fitie ^ held when he was door-keeper to the presence. 

Azi3:fid!n vw by birth mi budness u barker; a smart, 
bold young fellow, he obtained cotnm^^ fegtoEnt and 

^ a small territory. Falling into the dutches of DtnA NAth (f) 
•and the accoiintants, he was so squeezed that he saw the futility of 
kicking against the pricks, or attempting to be independent : he, 
.therefore, assumed the /aqirt and in that character attracted the 
notice of tte Maharajiflh, and became a second BhyAn Singh. 

•He is his master’s mouthpiece, and moat ably he filk the 
hfe mteiq)rets a word, or a sign, and tborows Ranjtt^«^ Cleaning 
at oilcn into beautiful language ; embellishing soi^i isdise with 
rich and appropriate imagery ; in his own phrasf^d^, ‘‘he is 
parrot of sweet sound.” 'J^efaqir know into the yd- 

low leaf, and affects a dirty, slovenly, impoverished appearance^ but 
he is rich, and particularly influential from having got the 
rajah’s car : this has procured for him a patch of land in ahhoftt 
in the kingdom, for vrithdut him or DhyaSi Sh^h for 
mterc^or,"no would be ^ The good word of tom- 
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mon orderly at durbar may be of asc ; and tlxeref<w ail, ba^ 
ingreas are more or lass valuable as Mends, or formidable as foes ; 
ali mofussil employes accco^ingly pay, according to tkeir meana, to 
the darhdr attendants, keeping one or more of them in regniftr 
pay. * Among the conrtAJrs, probably Etoi Singh* Gobind 
and Beni Ram (^) areihe most raspectabk, but inferemm |i» 
fat inferior to that of lie alr^ i f ^ 

Ihe European oMoers are kept mc^e a^ dh41^, or M in- 

the exeoat^ df difficult and dangeroiis eaiterpriseai than aa advis- 
c^v Allaril and Ventura, (h) have been allowed almost unlimited 
anthlOrity, in organizing the new levies ; promorions and ap|Kmt- 
ments have rested chiefly with them, and any oppodtioiii to Adri 
orders has been * summarily punished. As may be the 

new system was very much disliked by the Sardte / tet 
determined to carry out his plans ; md.im. 
be alleged against gentle or sample than b^g a danga- 

or takrdn, ‘Ihe result of the system has been a vary 
cflicient body of troc^s, and Artillery ; b# al- 

ready is patronage beginnkg to sap its foundations ; the 
completed, the Maharajah does not think the same cure necessary 
for its preservation as for its constructioa, and boys, simpletons, 
and dotards are here, as in older services^ oreepi&g into commani 
The key stone, too, of an army is wanting — ‘there is no undisputed, 
punctual pay. The regulars are certainly better looked fes than the 
other troops ; but, while the cofers c€ the states are overflowing 
with the pknder of Muiito said other Jrofvm the amy k aek 
dom a twelvemonth in arrears. Onoe, indeed* 1 smf the 

Mah 0 p|aiii; ebl^d to take kfc fkiW Osdh (i) from the* 

viol)»oeM'.^'il&arldia,Ba1^ to 'deaeration by hemg 

kept out of their pay. Rarely is any body of troops f&id except 
on r^resentarion from tbeir commandant at the darMrt that khey 
lu^ ibirving or mutmying: the ammer if is a 

or order on some o«e iiiel?e M ^ royal domains. 
Thit'^sy be ruin or g^t profit accordmg to the power and means 
of h5m’;ii:whoin the orda* is given, and him <m wh» it k mad# ; 
for, as aheadlf Jrinted,, the Mabrnrajah 'whm. ac^niesduag, rib 
means mten^jllcrtrively to comply, but mky to <|naah impog|^^ i, 
and, over haste in executing an imgtawul dentee* thrireflf esmihog f 
after refccnce to the darhdr^ k no 
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aB wE soon appear, Ranjlt him^df desired me not to be precipi- 
tate in fuldiing any important order ; and I have myself seen five 
orders come within a twelvemonth, all couched in the most posi-^ 
tive terms, and at direct contradiction with each other. The ease 
was thfc, a j4gtr was granted by a dependant PbM to one 
of his followers, they quarrelled and the principal wished to dis- 
possess him; both appealed to the paramount; whim pressing 
orders |ar instant delivery to one were followed by a to 

put the other in possession ; amj he again had scarcely started 
when an order was sent to the Sarddrs in the neighbourhood to 
concentrate^ feeir troops, and put the #rst m possession. 


^0 it w^t on fpr ncarly a year, when at length a . 

the royal troops,, by stratagem, hut with the fqll equ^rnrem^ 
the D(irbdr, gofcpopcssioa of ^ho gqrhi that !(X>mmand^ 

ed the estate, which they seized from bofh contending pm^ties, who 
d^csqu^ Johnng against their common nmter, and were, only pra^ 
wnleds fro^ ddh^ #0 by being tak by surprise,. This incident 
inay give a frfr idea of the mode in which military and # 

fairs were carried on* 


Of the revenue md jti&ial dfpai?|nient, I mu^t say a few words^ 
Two-fifths is the proportion nominally taken by the S^rhdr, At 
an estimate of the average proceeds of a certain term of 
years the vrtiole counlary is frimed out, in larger or amaller por- 
i^ tions. The estimate may be above or the mark, the >mSyaU 
juicy or contumacious ; it is all the qatimai of farmer, he must 
realize the amount, and lo^ profte too, without 

collecting more than two-fiftha of -th# prndime ; if he emmd tto 
•' profits- m*e higb^ it is mme to, reach the Sove- 

reign^a ear, and he then disallows proportionately on the 
returned, leaving just so much as ^ thinks will stimulate frr- 
iper’s industry, and keep him from disgust. : > ^ 

Shenid the farmer,, however, fail in realizing the „f^ sp^ed 
he is imprisoned with more or les^i^^ty, degra- 
,giy® .anolhet; 'ippwse' in' aamther 
quarts^, 'With th0bN9hmoej.W3^tenf!agimuit according to 

hk interest atcohit, the c^inion of his ability, or the cause 
'■.defalcation. ' '-'‘i 

judge, mhgktratei and ofte ^atom- 
master' too mthh his jurisdiction, * 
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Tkc Adahi is anotiMsr rich source of revenue to the sM## fiiif 
being the pruriehmeut emurded in almoBt every case, aii4 beiiig 
ways the ready means of avoiding all ath^ retribution* In civil 
cases, gainer is mulcted cu^^fourth of the property at 
and so common is it fer both parti«^ to ps^y ftnr a decirion, thi# ^ 
only is consider^ a Imd man md m unjust ju%ei who MiH fW^' 
money without furthering your cause. Under sudh a 
poor man has Mttfe iind thonfh ^ v%alwd;.'^4^ .pf®!* 

ed perhaps by h^ng^, has his nose and ears cut off, and is thereby 
irru^vqnd^ly branded one of the profession, tbe wealthy robber 
apdi^taiterous ruffian ride unmolested through the land* 


From the customs alone, tw^ty-four Jaes of rupees 
royal treaaury ; Amritsir yields nine lacs. We m|f wh||f 

remains to the trader, who not only has to py 
hut to pass through the screw-press 'Of ; 

rules and rates are laughed at, every pai^ is gild- 

ed, and the haipdri pays appord!^ to thp humour of the watch; 
man, which in turn is regidaM by a dipte cslp uktioti whe%^, 
tak^n will Ipll thP nest-egg, and prevent thp tt^^ 
mg* or bring down on hirnsdf observation, apd fconsequent squeex- 

m- 

The picture I have idceticdied of my new-fellow subjects and our 
ruler, is not a very pleasant one; but it has its reliefs, and we must 
consider the elements lElanjit had to work upop, and the tipae h^ 
had to ornisolidate his power. He foupd thf cppnt^ awsuriph^ 
with petty dbi^, aatdi a legalh^^ mid | : ^ 

people were all ignorant, idle, Iktlcaiv, and brutally samma], 
sia, Afghdniatin, and the adjacent . parts of Hindustan were in 


mpch, Ipsp® Eanjlt has made life comp^udv^y se- 

amd done something for prope^i or ^#Oidd 

^e the e;?dsting wedth of Mbaur and Amritsir, Bpr ^mld hia 
! shew 60 . Bitle to looate mi^ the neigh'* 

: Britidi rtde^ 

Hf reader must forgd^® V I have given him too longadoa^ 

of F^tios, but X F^uld not with^ this 

Ihe Pf ■ t^e intdhgpe. TM my wifw- 

around mo was, tliat though I might idrve a b^er t 

might be -under a worse; that h g^yd hip# to bW, rs^!#®4'’t«nlataet' ' 
broufid Q^i ^ Si4 '.prwpt^d thw 


23 


PASSAGES IN THE LIFE OF 


ing on as execresceixces and nuisances, when age, imbeciKty, di" 
carelessness had rendered them a curse to the country. As a mili-* 
tary despotism the government is a mild one; and, as a federal 
union, hastily patched up into a monarchy, it is strong and effi- 
cient* We may tee its faults without overlooking its better points. 
But I must pause a moment to mention three Princes, whom I find 
I have omitted. 

Kharak Singh, the eldest, is an imbecile, and affects the reli- 
gieUX ; ^^ SingK l^ei second, is far frpm clev^^^ he is pru- 
dent ; hife fond of imdtathi^ Ihe isJlitary and Europeans. TdrA 
Singh, the third, is a dissolute vagabond, leading the most reckless; ' 
life in the common hazurs. None of them appear much at 2)ar^ 
har, and the two latter are known not to be really sons of the Ma- 
harajah, who, perhaps, keeps quiet the mystery of their birth, as a 
check against any possible designs of his acknowledged son. 

Ajg^n: I ss^ I do not offer my rough notes as materials for his-* 
tory, tiather as tot impressions and crude gatherings from very 
probabfy interested informers. Few can be so simple as not to 
take all native reports Cum grano’'^ ; tho^ the manner, and even 
matter of the report gives a clue as to its probable credibility. 
On^ man systematically lies within and witlxout reason ; he is as 
godd a we^erguage, and is only to be read with caution, top- 
^ you fidl^s for it; 

it, and telte accordingly. A tlurd is paid for uiMeading you, and 
a fourth thinks he may he so. Another knows nothing, but \vdshes 
to he seen talking with the farangi. Having considered all the 
engines at work, if you scribble the i^dence of one on ahalf^tnat- 
gin, and can manage to parallel it with that of of different 

class, caste, profession and habits, and can keep each from knowing 
that the other is in your employ, you may then put trust in thehr, 

testimony, where it agrees, testing it however, when practicable, 
by further evidence. Give as little opinion of your own m possi^ 
hie; fe ineMy seeking; nothing, nothi%i you will 
be iiiCde a tool in the hands of your own instimnaits. With ao 
much of adviCe-^by wi^ of dess^ tO the dry foeal I have given 
the reader, I will ^uat idyielf oh the and take my 

evening’s repast. It was a fowlpti/do, which it had pleased, thy 
cook to make rich and savouiy, and to me it tasted pecpdiiatly ^ so, 
nothing haring passed my lips sinpe my simple morafcg'^^meal. 
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And it was now evening* My custom was to rise before the dawn, 
to retire early, and seldom to repose during the day ; a cake, or 
crust of bread with a glass of water when I got up, kept me till 
nine o^dock ; and my breakfast satisfied me till sunset* Whaa 
marching, the mommg*s crust and breakfast changed plac^. In 
fact my servants and myself have always partaken of the saM^ pot, 
frequently of the smne dish. No forbidden nmt or Bquor has 
passed my lips for years ; and by sfrict tempc^nc^ I alood 
heat and fatigue tiis^t few Europ^ns could meet. Ihe live- long 
day in the saddle has not prevented my rest at night ; nor did a ride 
of nearly five hundred miles, (k^ which I made in a week, inter* 
lere with my appetite or disturb my sleep. Abstinence and energy 
in yourself, and blood in your horses, will enable any man of goM 
constitution to do as much. Thirty yards of fine, rolled 

round a European cap or hat, forms the best prot^otiem from tlm 
aun ; but the night is the time for travelling Cor amy oiie wfaj in- 
tends to last long in the East* 

While I was munching my pul^o, and, in fancy, galloping over 
idle plains of the Chitod KWn entered. Obs^winf that I 

had but one dish, amd no drink but sugm* and water, he was aur*- 
prised. "Not drink, my lord! You never then wiD find favotir in 
this besotted court, where all, with scarcely an exception, are 
dmnkards, and where the strcaagth of a man’s brain is measured 
by the thickness of his head- And how does the Kblin (f) like Sikh 
attire? for Ranjlt Singh 'will want you to wear it. He 
been making many enquiries about you, and bas even had yomr w* 
vanta to examine them, just now you are in high 
will expect you to comply with all his whims. ” 

I i^li^ " ha irih he disal^cfeted and the thought struck me 
tte a oppositbm might stand me in more stead fhm 

implicit ; but at any rate, 1 resolved ndttite te driak 

of: te cup# nor to wear his garb. "lam not sure/' I continued 
" that I shall take his service at all } I have friends in India, 

teay find employment with the British. At any rate, there are 
inmy prilled who would be gkd of my services. ShAh Shuja 
even now of his kingdom, and what 

Md cintli “Excellent,' niy lord; your slave with, 50 

good is at your disposal — ^fire-eaters, men whose fkcaa 

are seen iii:'' -day of battle.’* “ Very well, Q$kd Khlii-^ 
there be occasio^'-^l^.ahftE not be forgotten/* ^ 
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I was ipretty sure my expressed uficertaiaty would reach the 
Mahatajah’s ears ; and so it did, with many exagj^erations, increase* 
ing my value in his 'Cyes ten fold. , The next day,; bii; one, was fix- 
di fd!* my feedimd ihtemeW, but the hext evening I expressed myi- 
Self ^dgued ahd hnwelli add thus, oh bhe pretext nr biher, put off 
my fot a fortnight. EUch day a sd^&fai of a hiUidffed rupees^ 
'with sweetmeats, was BroUght. I Was ateked tb administer StTehgth- 
ening medicine to the Monarch, he feeling altogether feeble, aUd 
feting another attnfck of paralysis, Which had already more than 
once deprived him of Speech. I sent U preparation of steel, of 
which Bhylln Singh had the benefit. Right dr wrong, such Wafe 
Ml report of its eM6acy, that irdm having no apj^etite it dad made 
him ravenoUs, idtat hi ^ hi! iiihfes M Mt twice ihe sfetingth he 
before, and fiirth— that the Mahm*ajah Whs iU raptUfel, seht fe 

me imperatively, ^nd ordered Uii td be infdfmUi that if I coUld not 
come to Min, he would Mml'elf go to Me (m) ; the tnessenger brought 
ten tin^ the usuM ziydfat, To-molfbw I WSl afeM HU 

In fe MOrUihg a guard of hbuot Was in Waitingi ^d in vely^ 
difierebt state fidth My appeUVahee, and att^dhd by a 
idr of some standing, t WhI taken to the Darhdr, Being seated 
on the carpet, close to His Highness, he Usked me a hundred qufes- 
ticaui EuTopfe, Englandj America, of what caste I was SnySUif, 
and b£ what WOfe his EtEhapean (M.cBrs» Eor tUy bWn I caaa 
swor,’' replied I, ahd yott may wrltb land fi&k Capt^ Wade at 
Lurlito. For your offiders I citfmot undertsalSe tti say ; some of 
them are of good blood, but nitier li dih s^iEiWhat efebtfid, 

. Hie countrymen are a bad but m m Mdr that a 

white fiheip may be found in a black flock.*" The Mahirajah here 
iiWierrupted me With a hearty laugh, Whisper^ buzzed aromnd,f 
the attendant MutcLvad^ usedtheif pens. Dhjln Singh 
in bis word, " The General,’* he said, (alluding to the second offi- 
I h# motioned) “ the General a good mah> a Ata|r 
Ithwah** mahy voices responded, **bahbt achfeka — f^k dSml, bah^ 
dur, change dd/wl,” but I persisted, thereby affording Ranjit much 
amusement. “ Well, but Where is this WohderSpl medicine. wMch 
lias done such wonders for the Rc^ asked the MtiharajaWf I 
produced two papers, WhwM h^ sei^d, And handed one oVCr Ip Ml 
'' Here.f^Cr, take this.'* AzMdM’s fee y# & a 
i»om ent clouded, but he swaQowed fhe sfel, and afebUld &taht 
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raptures. ** Well, I wOl try the other saiil Euxijit ; afid 

for a wonder actually took the dose. Without waiting to .see its 
effects, he said to me, “ BehaBis, I perceive you are a wise man ; I 
have seen you and enquired about you ; you are bold and you ar« 
able ; you are young, hmt you have had experience ; years and, 
dom do not always go together ; moreover I am pleased with you., 
I promised yon the command of a Raiment, it k done ^ ^ind m 
dition, I give yon the managment of the Eoias diiteiat. It 

is wild and rugged in parts, but sa^mge as is nature, man is there 
more so. I d^ jdainly with you *, the post is one of difficulty, the 
county has been mismanaged : the revenues were nine lMh$ ; they 
are now less than six, from you I wiH, for two years, aco^t five 
Your salary shall be fifteen thousand rupees a year, and I grant 
you the nazardnd of your villages.*" ** fFdA, v>ct^, guismatl 
mat !” ejaculated many around. You shall, in addilltm to yottr 
own Regiment of Lancers, have one of Infedrf to feep up the 
place, and also two corps of Nc^iks ; the latter yon will raise your- 
self and appoint your own offic«. The regular corps shall be de- 
tached from Jamad&r Khushiyfil Shigh"s brigade, and Imve a 
tankw&h on your revenues. Join without delay ; attempt to hfve 
no sec^etS' ; leave a prudent Vdqil at the DmrkMrt liid. 
liaja informed of all events. Remember that all I hoar of yon 
through other channels I put down against you. The post is high; 
the trust is great. Here’" (and at a sign the fctqir held out a 
sealed packet) are your secret instructions. Again I say, be vi- 
^lant, cautious, prudent, and kt no complaint from the 
reach the presmee. MtdkhstUi may fortune attend you. 

A of tm times the vafoe d the last was then thrust upon 
me amid shoutings, praises, and mimnuru from those around. A 
title, too long and flowery to repeat, was bestowed on me ; hag 
of a thousand dneats put into my hand, and I was taniid^iai 
I Iwld half express my tlianks, I hastened home much more im- 
pd||pned than on the last occasion ; now, even first-rate SardArs^ 
w^e plead^B, or ofierars of humble coixgratulations ; and many 
were thfe wnmedwdrt for nc^bskipt, and jdacea of MutmaddU 
and almost roughly, I elbowed hay uri^ 
tlirough th&m «dl, aij^ous to be alone, and open the scaled 
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NOTES . 

(а) In reference to Ranjit ISngli providing for the families of his conquered 

eaemies, it may be said that he usually granted either jagirs or small pensions to 
those he ousted, and sometimes even to those who had no claim on him. More 
than one connexioa of the present royal house of Kabul is a petty pensioner on 
L3baux. Eut Calcutta is the place that will figure in future history as the nest 
of Ex-rulers and fugitive Kings ; there they congregate as of old to Rome, and 
there they follow the GoverDor-General’s chariot wheels, though not to be cast 
from the top of the Ochterlony monument, when the triumph is over, but to 
ImYe a ohtfic^ of pension proportioned to their delinquencies; 

from eight lakhs of rupees per annum to Bajl Rao at Bhitur, to ddl-hhat and a 
dungeon at Chunsr to Muna Jan. 

(б) Jeswant Rao Holkar, the MahrathS. Chief, of IndorCi "Who cut off Colonel 
Monson’s army, and thereby gained a high character in Hindustan. He afteir* 
trards encouraged the Raja of Bhartpur to withstand the English, and was en- 
camped under the walls of -that fortress when tlie gallant Lord Lake, with his 
most inadequate force, four times stormed the place. When the Raja eventual- 
ly succumbed, Holkar fled across the Sutlej, and his after fate is little known. 

(c) A live “adventurer in the Panjdb*^ told me that such was the introduction 
of to Maharajah ; but 1 have no further warrant for the fact. 

All fcherest, however, that is here said of the Raja is within the truth, as is noto- 
rious to all who are acquainted with the Panjab. Of late years such has been 
the audacity, ability and iOfinence of the brotherhood, or rather of the two elder, 
that no year has passed without an extension of their territorial acquisitions ; a 
fair sample of their doings is the fact that the-first intimation Ranjit Singh re- 
ceived of operations on the Ladak frontier was the announcement of the occupa- 
idori of LaddkitSidf by Zorawar Singh, the General of Guldb Singh’s troops. 

(d) This Chief Was for fifteen years tlie royal door-keeper ; he is very wealthy^ 
and has ability, but for want of fii’inneas and conciliatory disposition has lost 
standing, he is harsh and at tlie same time’ fickle; hia imme^ate brigade of tliree 
regiments has been in frequent mutiny ; and his lax political faith prevents his 
being trusted by any party. But he has amassed great wealth, and has several 
connexions in the Maharjyah’a sefrvjGe : his son Ram Singh, died not long since; 
though but a lad himself, he had about a year before his own death, caused the 
onl^ son a respectable Commandant to be waylaid and murdered, because the 
boy had been the involuntary wtness of an act of beastliness on his part, and 
had repeated the story. Ram Singh, however, died in his bed, a stripling 
ral, while the father of the murdered lad, though a good officer and well ^IkhOwn 
at Darbdr^ has had little employment since, shewing what a court fa^youi^ite may 
do even with shorn beams. 

(«) It am not^uite clear as to the rise of this official ; but he is by birth a 
biK#er, und was ah first known at C'ourtby the title of &^X>Qctor ; phy- 

tic and the raaor going together in the East as formerlj^Acy did in the west. 
More than one of the conversations given in this hookas occurring with Azis^- 
din are real * he iaa very eloquent and insinuating, believe not a bad man; 
trusted much by RaujTt Singh, l)oth as a phyatdan and coimsehor ; and haa 
kept hia place with the present aud late ruler, JPagi'rs and Doctors, Malioin-, 
medan, as well as HdUduand Sikh are treated with equal respect at tib L8:haur 
court In AzizfldXn’^s case the title is of course only assumed, bq,!: real beggars 
haunt the royal gardena and even the BarMn 1 was once myself Insulted, when 
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tfavelling south of the Sutliy, hj ** a beggar on horseback” or at kasti by om 
iriding on a royal elephant, and attended by a silver stick. 

(/ ) This worthy may be cmlled Accountant and Auditor General:” he and 
half a doion other scribes succesaively examine the same acscoant®, passing no- 
thing 'Without vouchers 5 a plausible way to teach the straight forward thaA 
plain dealing is not always the way to get through business ; for who that will 
cheat, will not fabricate ? And how much easier Is it to make out spedous volidh- 
ers, than to do as any behest man will do, and deal with public moaey 1 ^ he ipouki 
with his own, , 

(g) The two tot are brothers, mma ]^U[ Bm 

pahulf (and is therefore a Sikh) which neither Ms broebar<»r theirMi^ would 
conseait to do j the iatter^^ b^^ratiated himself with Ranjit Slngb, by secluding 
himself and nevmr godng to the IMaharajah unless when sent for ; nay it is said 
that Bing always went to liim, and in one of his visits asked Basti JRam if he 
wm iatiiifietl and comfortable, and if the almoner dispensed to him his share of 
tlie royal bounty ; the other aiiB'wered, I get nothing, I cannot be a Eindoo * 
surely your money is not intended for me and then repeated a v^rse to the 
following edbet 

When yowr dotninioti was c^omple^ 

^ To me you gave a single sheet ^ -■ 

** To one scarce fit to be sqy 
“ Jewels and rohm and' wedtb yetei gave.** 

The Maharajah was pleased with his fmknefs, dismissed the upjust steward, put 
Basti Ram in his place, treated the old man miM his death with all respect, 
and then took his sons into eontdence as religious, liedkal and political adviseri;^ 
Gurmakh l^ngh, the youngest son of Basti Earn, had only lately come into 
The polRios tjf 'to three brothers are opposed to tisoae 'df Ei^a 
and his lainily. Beni Ram is nephew of ancfChcr Baati Rato, wlio was 

treasurer to Ranjit, uul also to liis father : on the unde becoming superannuat- 
ed, Beni Ham, who Iiacl been tome time befon*e introduced into ilie treasury of- 
fice, sufceedkd as treasurer ; he was much trusted by iianjit Singh, and bore the 
character of a refipcctable man and a gotHl financier ; on the Mabarajalfg death 
tlie treasurer wa» placed in irtes (as said) because be would not betray hto tmi^ 
and admit the youlig Prince, bio Nibal Binghj into the ti:«aiu?y of hbr to 

imbedle ^^Eahar^ah Khaittik Singh, Beni Bam Is again, at liberty and rciitetated 
as .treasoiiicfk 

Tbesd o®oei 7 S have been already reUrred to In a note on the fii^t chaj>ter. 
The fermer is »o|r dead 5 I have heard him called an intriguer, but believe he 
was only a good soldier, much respected by his men. It ■was the remnant of his 
Oidvassiers whoraUW round M. Mouton in the disturbances of 1841, when tot 
seemed abot^ to ab^ to fate of Mr. Fo4k^ whom Ids men had atode*^ 
ed.„,>JUlani wws employed #M#ly l»!.« military a^^ty, nm Ihdeed has any other 
trusi bitolt often committed to Ventura, who professes not to wish for any dhai^ 
beyoutd tot I3d bis troops ; bat having had a share of civil, as well as military du- 
ty in Rieatowar# Multan, and lately in Mundi, which h© carried <m my 
fully, it b© but natoral were he to wish for further e^pportnnlty of ^ ' 

tinguishtog -^bard and Ventura came fc^«itbae tluxmgfa Farwft 

and A%hato£to ito to Fanjab ; they are Mid to have au&rad gT«at di;htt««» 
on tlAcir travels ,gnd,!#ven to have offitotod in toe great mwiqne of .i^atowar or 
Kabtl as criars to to iatornwg {payers. Tito bdtor InoMont 
oonidentlal servant of Bhah ZaouiMs, wlto ptotbly 
ot fitbricatod to tale. " 
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M. M. Court and Avitable entered Ranjlt Sinjfk’s service soon after the 
above mentioned officers, (I believe in 1832.) They likewise came through Per- 
sia^ and there served for a time ; the former organized a corps of artillery for one 
of the Princes, but the Panjabi was a better pay-master than the Persian. Court 
has always been employed as a soldier, commanding a brigade Or a division ; be 
is a scientific man, modest, and honourable, and has feathered his nest less than 
any of his brethren. 

Avitable is of a difTerent stamp ; he has ingratiated himself with many Eng- 
lish officers, by bis unbounded hospitalities at Peshawar ; but, though possessed 
of energy ani^ability, there is little in his character to command respect. All 
that can be said in hia favour is, that he has savages to deal with ; but why should 
he deed with , theim as a sayage ? He might be as energetic and as summary as he 
pleased^ ^4 nw one ;coidd ol^eot to hi^ deeding with a lawless people in such man- 
ner as would restrain, them iu their psaciioeB $ but he might spare us the scenea 
that so freqnently occur in the streets of Peshawar eqnaUy revolting to humanity 
and decency. 

Jlr, Harlan, an American, is the only other wildyU (I was going to say Euro- 
pean) who was much trusted by Rapjlt Singh, and any love that may have ob- 
tained between them was converted into hate ; Mr. Harlan was a man of strong 
passions, and seems to have taken little pains to restrain them : he was chiefly 
employed as a Civilian in the district of Ghlzrdt, but his unflinching firmness 
lost Mm h& service. He was a man of considerable ability, great courage and 
enterpi^e, and judging by appearances seemed peculiarly well cut out for the 
work of a stirring partizan ; yet he was dismissed in no very flattering terms, 
and was not ashamed in aftec^yg to boast of having brought down Host Ma- 
homed on his former master, yet he had little success when he served the Aff- 
ghau ; shewing, perhaps, that the English and American temperament is less 
suited to the meridian of oriental court favour than the French and Italian, tlio’ 
history and fact shew which is beat adapted for supremacy in this country. 

Ho odier European in the Lahaur service has a command exceeding two’ re- 
giments, and not above three or four such Individualsi in the rank of gentlcmab, 
now remain there ; these receive from £500 to £1000 per annum, but have no 
very ennablp situations. There may be as many deserters and vagabond franks 
in the araikry receiving ten sliillings a day. The mushroom military discipline 
attempted by Kanjit Singh never harmonized in its parts ; discipline could not be 
established and upheld by the utmost exertions •£ a Genexal standing alone with- 
out Goloue^ jpaptain or, Subaltern. Natives bearing those titles, may understand 
the drill, but it would require more than one generation to instill the discipline 
the spiVif of European Officers. 

(i) This is the citadel of Amritsir, and supposed by the Sikhs to be Im- 
pregnable ; but it is^more than doubtful whether it conld stand a w-eek against 
an artillery train ; most of the royal treasures are there depoaited^Oth© remaining 
poxtioq belhg jn a and in the Samman. hurj at Lahariri,if . fniam a, 

yomjgm* of Azi^Hdin’s, was the civil Governor M/ Qobindgarh, but 

there more th^ one Thanadar tliere, iudep'endWt of him. 

(A) Though not i strong man I have made such ride| without suffering, 
ply by adhering to the principles here laid down, which are I believe the belt 
tlia|can be followed ia this country. 

(0 Khan^ literally Lord, is the dis^ttctive affix of Affghan names, but is 
•ften applied indiscriminately as a title of respect 

Qn) One of the Officers in the tahaur service told the author, that a similar 

message was sent to him by Ban jU Singh* 
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* COHTEJTTi, 

** lierdhi mi The Lion i$ the painter thh iime.-^Lmee ar€ likt 

spicier’# to oatch the weak^ and let the stromf escape, — A digressions shev- 

kom to turn harmless zealots into for midaUe enemies,-^ Some forests, pfodvct ver^ 
inttfpettdl/k fruit, — You cannot open a lock till you the riyht 


** Man only raara kind Nahire’* 

And toroa t^e iQerce pursnit <9^ mm i; 

Plying war’i dtsialtory tmic, ' 

lacuTSloo, fllg'lxtr and aml>tnimde ; 

Since Nimrod, Cuth^s aoa, 

At ftwt tike Moody game feegm.” 

Esdkify, 

- " ■ '■»• « as he laid, 

A imBftt whistled o’er hia head, 

Swi^ &om their ateeds the ridm botmdi 
Bat &ne shall mifter meaimt again ; 

Unseen the foes that ga^e the wound, 

Tlie dying asks rcTenge iu tain, 

Some fly behind tlie nearest rock, 

And there await tlie coming ^odk, 

Nor tamely stendl to Me>^4 
Bmeaih the ^hftft of 

^ Who dare not qtdt theh* ^diagify screeDu*^ 

Gkmir* 


■' piOTying* into 'mf dwdB^^ in tiik' 

wide />ai/aMa/iJf and an aw^r^trAAa or a^rt, I tore open the 
cow fed proceeded to rend. ; but to my disnuiy the paper present- 
ed only fe fesemblage of unintelligible cyphers ; however as I mn- 
rolled tho ^Kniumeat, a slip of paper feU out, labelled to be 
•with eare/*' fed bearing the faqir$ seal, In this I found a ley to 
the cypher, fed^ ator some pujczling, I read as follows The 
wise man neglect^ fet hli duty towards his maito ^ 'kit talon^ 
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Ms seat in tlie hall of obedience, remembereth that humility and 
faithftiliiess cause exaltation.. Falsehood brings a man to shame* 
and lying lips dishonor their possessor. Be then contented with 
the fortune that has been poured on thy head ; be faithful, honest, 
and true, and mankind will praise thee, and my favor will follow 
thee ; think of thine end, and oppress not the poor ; so shall thy 
name remain when all else of thee is gone.” Aha ! the rogue of 
a Maharajah has been at my friend Sliekh SMi,”*said I, how- 
ever, ,hi^ advice is good, and I hope he acts thus wisely and well 
Mmself*” Thus much of counsel for thee Bellasis, now give the 
ear of attention and the heart of obedience to the orders that fol- 
low. My kingdom is a great kingdom : it was smalh it is now 
large ; it was scattered, broken and divided, it is now consolidated; 
it must increase in prosperity and descend undivided to my posteri- 
ty. The maxims of Taimur{a) have guided me ; what he professed, 
and ordered, I have done. By counsel and providence, combined 
with valor, I have conquered, and by generosity, discipline and po- 
licy, I have regulated and consolidated my government. I have 
rewarded the bold, and encouraged merit wherever it was to be 
found ; on the field of battle I exalted the valiant, with my troops 
I have shared all dangers, all fatigues. Both on the field and in 
the cabinet I shut partiality from my soul and closed my eyes to 
persOtisd comfort ; with the robe of empire, I put on the mantle of 
care, I fed; faqws fed hbfy men and^ gamed ]fceir prayers j the 
guilty as the innocent I splued. ; and those whose hands were 
raised against myself have met my clemency ; Sri-Purak-ji has 
therefore been merciful to his servant, and increased bis power, so 
that his territory now extends to the borders of Chin and the 
of tte Afi^hans, all Multdn, and the rich possessions 
beyond the Sutluj. To be the favored servant of such a monarch, 
honor ; to serve such a Raj is dignity. You are always to re- 
side in the fort of. Mngr^ ; or, during necessary absences, you 
win leave your most trusty follower ; be he your imme^ate ndib, 
or who dBC, he must be a second self. His and yout orders are, 
to hold the fortress i^dnst all comers, be they '^ho they may, my 
son, minister, or servant ; bear th^y my saMd or not; no 0 ^ 
gains admittance, not even myself, unril thrice I have th^^^ 
head in at the wicket, and thrice thou hast thyself examn^ mj 
beard(6) : then, and then only, may the gate he opened. You are 
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to keep fm eye upon all neighbours, from Ka?ohiuir to B{’la?pur, ap- 
prizing theyh^Alr instantly of any movement at Jmmna, Nurpur, 
or Mandi. If symptoms of disturbauec ariNt^ su any quartc r, ur 
any opportunity offers for extending our influence, be watchfui, and 
report ; but in no way act, except in self-defence, witlioat express 
orders ; and th^, be not hasty, knowing that the royal mind may 
change, or affairs take a differmt turn. Much k not «d4 hut jm 
have penetration md wil understand. My »vmts are wise 
obedient, and it would be cruel to tempt them by negligence to be 
Otherwise. TMik not then that suspicion reigns in. my breast, far 
othmrise ; the Sardars around Kangra are in especial favor ; may 
they long continue to deserve it. Caution, however, and foresight 
prevent calamity. Bellasis, be prudent, be vigilant, be 

Thus ended this strange epistle : it contained another in ifee 
dinary character, being an order to Die governor to give up the 
fort and territory of Klmgrt to the High- in -rank, the favored of 
the Maharajah, the Well-wiiuher, the Valiant-m-lmttle, and the 
Wise-in- CkdoUel Bdlasis, The latter epistle was signed 
by Rayah Dhyin Singh, and another, much to the same effect, hid 
the. seal of Azizh^n, Both bore the Mah^jah's mguM 
^dfs$e naaris ,had ’ 

My time week in preparation 

for my command ; my success had Ijeen beyond my hopes ; the 
office was an important one, but being in the hills, much enhanced 
its value. Night and day was I now enga^ged, suirouBded willi 
vdtii new levies, dvil and military, hom" and ffeot ; 
eyjBfy «^fcure that eo^dd crawl considered UiinseU’ entitled to swerve 
m%aiMi-<aicpe0t my fevor; even Naiid Singh was not above offer- 
ing me a dcK»L .recruits; from each of whom I doubt not, he re- 
received a douemr eff a month's pay. Every man who hiKi 
entdr the town^, imw oonsidBr^ hime^olf as my friend ; all wiio 
hfti , Slacken to me hOTpM my brothers i elephants and licri.-e.s, 
arr^i .pf all sorts, sshW of cveiy price, frmn llamascus blades, 
that by the ten of a wrist could cut horizontally tiirough an orange 
placed^cm■.•^' end of a spear, to eight-u^Ma blades of the 
baz4r ; lEiiAteto as various, frem the beautifol SAindh IwA to 
the coinmcn^t;txwpery ; all were for side around- w, .ted my 
levies and umnm^irS'W^t careering alxmt, strutting and' .^akmg 
the 'most of thema4w,m every garb and evtty mirnm. Mi' 
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ChAifid KMn was in especial feather ; he cohsidex^ed me as it were 
hi* own ; the child pf his making ; and almost against my will I 
took to him scarcely less kindly. He olFered himself as my naih ; 
this I refused ; but said he should remain as my vaqil at the 
Darbar, on the condition however of giving up his present ques- 
tionable practices ; he was an honest man, and followed the business 
more for the sport than the profit ; he had therefore some difficul- 
ty in deciding whether he should serve the state or oppose it ; he 
could not do both ; he the servant of the Maharajah’s servant and 
an avowed robber ^ ^th he accepted my terms, I 

consenting to take into employ fifty of his countrymen, whom in- 
deed I was glad to get, for they were all stout hands, Well acquaint- 
ed with the country. Aliverdi Khan, the head of them, was a 
particularly smart intelligent fellow and did me good service. Of 
ChAnd Khan’s inherent trustiness I had some slight doubts ; hut 
taking him in all he was much the man I wanted ; he knew every 
body^ and feared no one, was bold, and had been true to the salt 
of his former master; a good earnest of fealty to the new one. 
However, while ostensibly trusting him entirely, I took care to 
leave one of my own servants, a quiet, steady man, by name MorAd 
Beg, to look after my vaqil ,* he was not to make acquaintance 
with Chfind Klran, but was simply to keep me apprized of hi* 
habits and haunts ; mentioning how he generally passed his time, 
who were his associates, and what places he frequented. . 

*Tq OkAnd KhAn I explained that he must regularly attend i^ar- 
hdr ; that, whether he had heard from me. or not, he was daily to 
present my dutiful respects ; that beyond this, he was to be silent, 
give no opinions, and ask no questions ; to appear as stupid as 
poielbte bnf ^ h®LVe>ll his ears and eyes open. I told him that 
if he once deoeiv^id me, w parted ; but that if he faithfully SfeiW- 
ed me, his stipulated pay should he but a small part of his ; 

and that, for every definite piece of intelligence he shopld Wsepa- 
ratMy paid, according to its value. In time of need, lie was to 
send tub an^ extta intelligence, at any cost ; and ordinary oc- 
caalbns, I was to station two Markaras at tfvent^ kos. I did 
not disguise from ChAnd KhAn that ray aims were high, and he 
needed little argument to shew that master and servant must rise 
or fall together. I left with Him money to buy over all who were 
to be bought ; wdl knowing that the humming of a hundred in- 
»ects is louder than the vdob of one man, that any one hbout tk# 
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court may reack any preferment, and that the most insi^aificant of 
those who- have access to the palace, may prove useful. Hand 
Singh I foiind associated with me, not only as Major of the lan- 
cers, Imt as Deputy of the fort ; and i was ordered always to keep 
a squadron of my regiment in the garrison. Eanjit, with all kis 
apparent confidence, kad jumped at thus arrangeinent on perceiving 
tiie sinister glances Hand Singh direc^d towards me on tie day of 
his catastrophe, well,'" »d I to myself,, We’Sfeyllie 

fellow’s metal.” Before the week was over, I had enlisted thir- 
teen hundred men ; my Lancers mustered seven hundred, and 
Khnsk^^ Singh’s regiment, eight hundred ; I bad besides, six 
light guns, so that I made a formidable appearance as I moved t& 
my first camp, a few miles beyond the city of Lahaur. 

Before starting, I had been admitted to another interview with 
the Maharajah, who received me with great faw ? 
asked many questions, seemed pleased ai my kk 

dumb shew, and drew mO out to tell of the Wi'^^tures I had seen. 
In return, he talked of his own ^arly career and told me I should 
come to the interview k© wte to have with tke Governor-General* 
of India at Hupar. 

Before quitting tke darhar, I bud some specimens of m 

the Panjfib. A bhaya or orderly, whom I had notic^ at I pgsmed' 
through the. .street, helping himself and horse gratis, from a corn- 
chandler’s shop, brought in a miserable creature accused of stealing 
a melon from the garden. The culprit was ordered to be tethered 
like a horse, for a twelve month, and to be kept lying oto hit bcily 
with his arms and leg^ at full stretch. Aiiotlw 
ev^ Boane :sEghter;D-fiwce, had his A Brahmm rushing 

in firantb -tonesi, caied for justice ; with difficul- 
ty he to explain, that Sirdar Fattah Singh Min had 


Beized the too, of land his family had held mdkmramMrM 

^^^1^ generations ; his Highness’s reply, that hia case would be in- 
ye^^ted, was so little satisfactor 3 % tliat the complainant tore open 
M© and before he could be stopped, had uiiiicted several 


deep gashes on his person ; the man was one of a class culled Ctiha- 
ri who thus extort justice, and by summaiy 

often ga^';;,&dr ends; the eventual fate (rf the 
heard. Seattle was the bleeding wretch disused of, whm Aeprin- 


cipal Zamindars of a district, against the renter of whick a chai^ 
wasw'anted, were caliccliii. there vm m<? 
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plaint, or they had got their cue from the renter, for their evidence 
went to prove that even less than the assessment had been taken 
from them. This was a sad mistake in their policy, and to bring 
them to reason, one was ordered to stand on hot bricks. Ranjit, 
however, did not delight in witnessing pain, and let the man off in 
a‘few moments, mulcting the district, however, twenty thousand 
rupees, having already kept the poor creatures hanging off and on 
for four months. Perhaps my presence benefited the prisoners, 
for Ms Highness was always anxious to shew well before farangis, 

B^dre 1 got my dismissal, i the crown jewels, and 

among them, the Koh-i-niu'W) ; hut all these things have been des- 
cribed so often, that I wid pass them by. Altogether, the appear- 
ance of the Lion’s Court was not what I expected indeed 1 have 
seen more of state, as well as of real dignity among Princes of much 
inferior rank. Ranjit himself was plainly dressed, generally wear- 
ing a green turban; and a rich pearl necklace was almost Ms only 
qpiam^^t. Hira Singh, a boy of about ten years old, and son to 
DhySn Singh, sat always beside the Maharajah, and was richly bedi- 
zened ; a few of the younger courtiers were gaudily attired, and I 
have seen one of them wearing three pair of gold bracelets, and 
three necklaces, besides rings, ear-rings, and jewelled dagger. 
But these were exceptions, and the usual Sikh attire like the 
Hindu, & |dam and unadorned. 

This being in a a 

hut the Maharajah, with his own liand, gave me a beautiful match- 
lock, saying it was true for eight hundi-cd yards, '' and if I judge 
rightly, Bellasis, it will have none but fair play in your hands.” At 
I observed one of the European officers twirl his 
paeuis&dhe, and glances pass across the haU. ^ 

At this interview I was grave and reserved, wiiich the Maharajah 
noticing, said, “why, he seems as if under punishment!” “ No, 
your Higlmess,” I replied ; “hut, when your servant Erst came 
Ihe presence, he had no responsibilities; he liad but his good 
horse to, for, and ^1^ to look to. The Edendlcss has 

been exalted, and has now the cares- and wants eff many to think of, 
and above all, he has your Highneiss’ interests to watch.’* “ WWy 
and well said, Bellasis, but your cares are premature your foot is 
hardly ;ye| in the edmip, you nOed not yet affect the rM^:” 1 ob- 
served a iaeer ofi more than one lip, and with as haugi^4 look as 
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1 codd assume, I glanced round the room and said. Before Ms 
benefactor the servant is all humility; but even in the. presence, the 
ravens envy the eagle.” ** There are good men present, Bellask,” 
said Ranjit, evidently nrpug rue on. ‘‘ Yes/’ said Tej Singh, a 
great, huge fellow, callkig himself General, and nephew of Khu* 
shiyM Sing, ** many that could trample on an upstart horse -jockey,, 
who, ru be bound, had nothing better tlM an mss to ♦&' to 
own country.” A loud laugh was iwaed, in which I joli^ and 
added, Even on Mch an animal I ■would put down an unwieldy 
boaster#- and cram a spear do’wn his throat, as easily as he woxdd a 
chapaUJ" 

Tlie monster half rose, but the Maharajah bade him beidii, aadl 
some of the leading SurMrs, among whom were Lena ifc- 

jM, and Atar Singh(e), appeared annoyed at the fraOa& ; 
and DhyAn Singh, too, interfered to change train # 
tion ; the darbar broke up, and I Tliat evening 

Chlnd Khdn came to me with an ah? great importance, and took 
an opportunity when we twe akie^ of slipping a note mtx> my 
hand; adding, ** The &Shih is doubtless aware that 
Lena Singh cannot be uninterested in the a®f§ . ti 

grl.” I reproved the vaqil for allowing to d^ 

fn>m the strictly neutral position which I had as&igned to 
him, but I Wiis not displeased at the note itself, the purport of 
which was that I might find difficulties I little expected in taking 
possession of my fortress, but that in Lena Singh 1 had a fximd at 
Court. My new Ully will be mentioned more at large henrafr^ ; 
suffiOi^#: lo saiy that he -wm a mechanic and an astronomer, as 

well as a good Soldier and a vtrtxmua tarn. He was by far the 
best specaihem of the Sikh Sardirs, and w^as much respected by 
' parties. ■ B'^cW 'iei^ng out on my journey, or enterh^g on ^ web 
intrigue alr^ed^ waving around my steps, I li^j^ lot ‘fe-; 

minutes to give a s%ht outiike of the eaEtntorffiaary - 

amcitgwiiom I had fallen; and in sketching them, I shall borrow 
iargdy ttmi Sir John Malcolm* 

In A*„ B, 1469, NfAnak Shih, or Guru Nteak, the 
the Sildi(/^ ^as bom at Talwandi on the banks ot the 
(or Hyphams) 1 hii fiather was a Hindu of the military tho* en- 
gaged’ in buslncfsR. The son refused to follow his employ* 

ment, but turned all his tliuughte to rdigion, and at an mil 
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travelled into every part of tlie East, conversing with all ranks, and 
even disputing with the Emperor Bihar. The grounds of his doc- 
trine were, the Unity and Omnipresence of God; and his ohjecft 
was, to shew both Musalmins and Hindus that they were equally in 
error. He died, and was buried at Kartapur on the Rivt. The 
precepts of Ninak and of his two successors were collected by the 
fourth Guru, Arjammal, into the Adha Granth, or first book of 
the Sikhs' holy writings. By this work Arjammal brought himself 
into notiee and ineunred suspicion. He was imprisoned and put to 
death hy the Mahomiiiedan authorities, in A. D. 160(5. His mur- 
der roused his followers, and persecution ensued, which worked out 
its usual consequences. The hitherto peaceful Sikhs united them- 
selves under Har Govind, the son of their murdered leader, into a 
band, bent on vengeance. Har Govind, and his grandson who 
succeeded him, passed a life of persecution, and were soldiers more 
than priests. The Delhi empire was then in its zenith, and the 
hut a handful. N^ak, to conciliate the Mahomedans, 
t had forbidden hog's fiesh to his ibllowers ; but Har Govind made 
all fiesh except thtit of the cow, lawful ; he studied in every way 
to make his followers hardy, and inure them to fatigue. Upon his 
death, the succession was disputed, and between intenial dissentions 
and persecution, the sect was nearly exterminated : when, 

after two intervening priesthoods, the Guru Teg BaMdar 

was put to death, mid left to his son Govind, A. D. 1675, a hm- 
tage of revenge, which, boy as he was, he took up. He acquired 
the fort of Anandpur MfikiwM on the Sutlej, and made fundamen- 
tal changes in the Sikh policy ; for, whereas Nanak interfered lit- 
tle the eivil institutions of the Hindus, Guru Govind declar- 
ed all men equal ; and some of the sweeper caste, who had brought 
his father’s corpse from Delhi, were rewarded with high ranl£ ' 
employment. Their descendants are now Imown as 
Singhs. Govind likewise changed the designation of ftillowers 
from Singh, which means lion ; thus setting an object of 

ambition, before the . very scum of the earth ; he dSisired that they 
should he all soldiers, wear blue, and carry Steld ; on meeting, 
their watchword was to be Wah, Guru-ji he khdlsa I Wa^, 
Guru-ji he He instituted the Guru Mit, or grand 

couhed at Amiit^, and wrote the Dnsma Granth, which tells of 
his exploits, as well as expounds the law : he made maqy gallant 
stands against the Emperor of Delhi's Officers, and parti^ifely d€^ 
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fended Cliamkattr {g) to extremity ; hig eventual fate k wrapped k 
mystery. Gum Govind was the tenth, ^nd k«t acknowled^^'d 
leader of the Sikhs, and is looked on as the originator of their poli- 
tical greatness. But BindA, one of his devoted followers, taking 
advantage of the troubles that followed Aurang^eb’s death in A. 
B. 1 707, after several petty successes, tentared to enemmter 
ddr Khlln, Governor of jte'hind, hated hy ^ Siklis as the murder- 
er of Govind's chilten, BindA Wm the victor, and packed Ssuliind, 
destroying Ml* of every sex and age, who would not become Sikhs j 
he deMed the Mosques, and, leaving Barhind a heap of mins, he 
ovettan the whole country to the Jumna. Even Saharanpur did 
not entirely escape him, and he only stopped at Pinifmt, firtki 
whence he retired, and afterwards defeated the Viceroy of 
Eventually he was l^emmed in, in the fort of Lehgad, upider tfeo 
hills North East of Mhaur, and there starved into »t 

to Delhi, and cruelly put to death. ^ r , 

The Sikhs consider BIndA as a bmtic, though a brave lead^ : 
he tried, though unsucoarfilly, many changes ; the 

AMlis (A) opposed Ms knovations ; and as defenders of the feitt, 
have since arrogated to themselves the exclusive right of Wearing the 
blue turban and attire. On Banda’s death, the Moslems -wagwi a 
war of extermination agMnst the Sikhs ; all who escaped fled to the 
hills North East of LAhaur, and remained almost forgotten for thirty 
years, until NAdir Shah’s invasion, when they plundered those who 
fled from him. When the victor returned from BeM, kdm wift 
s|^il, the Sikhs hung on his rear, and got a rkii • 

dir’s death, taking advantage of the weakness of Lahaur, they issued 
from their fastnesses, recruited, and carried their arms through the 
PanjAb, till they fe-possessccl themselves of Amriteir. ■ 

; ' The Sikhs hn^'felJbwed BAadi- as a military leate. tefe GwM; 

their last Guru and after him, they were goviEimed by their 
owft %imediate SardArs, great and small, strong and w^eak ; a con- 
stitatiik lhat could only have been held together by the external 
presmn^e persecution. At tihe Guru MAt, however, a leader was 
always dteqtoifc. and rank and influence there, as elsewhere, had 
weight ; ocwtmdit danger united them, oppression, thinit cf 
geance, and tik 'dikti'actioiis of their enemies, were all m the • 
chain of their ‘ 

Tkeflrst AfgMn B, 174f* benefltoi 
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they took advantag*e of it to seize the Jalandar DoAh ; they wei^ 
kept in check, however, by Mir Manu, the Governor of Lahanr, 
who was only prevented from pressing them harder by the influence 
of a Sikh in his service. His J^aib and successor, Adina Beg, en- 
couraged the Sikhs for his own purposes and as a check to the Af- 
ghans. Ahmad Shah AbdAUi enraged at their daring, and at the 
countenance they received from Delhi, invaded India, resolved on 
their punishment. The Sikhs avoided coming to an engagement, 
but himg on his baggage. On his return to Kflbul, Ahmad left his 
sbn ^Wur thito j he tdpk Amritsir, defiled their tem- 

ples, and filled up their holy tank ; these outrages exasperated the 
Sikhs, who rose en masse^ drove him out of the and tri- 

umphed so fai* that one of their, .rulei’s even took Lahaur, and coined 
rupees with the impression of " KhfllsAh-ji/' Their former friend, 
Adina Beg KhAn, was now glad to call in the MahrAthAs to recov- 
er from the Sikhs his SubA of Lahaur, and these nev^ alhes, under 
RSgon^ Ri®* after taking Sarhind, swept(like a tempest as far as 
the Afcak, dispossessing both Afghans and Sikhs of Lahaur and^the 
other towns. The troubles in the south soon recalled the Mahrd- 
thAs, who left Adina Beg as their Governor at Lahaur. He died 
within a few months, and the Sikhs again seized the capital. Ah- 
mad Shah, after his victory at Panipat, once more endeavoured to 
subdue the Sikhs, and drove them before him from one end of the 
PsanjAb to the other, and took Amritsir, razing its walls, add ajgain 
fining tip its sacred tank. He made pyramids of Sikh heads, lihd 
washed with their blood the mosques they had polluted ; but on 
his return to KAbul, they attacked and drove out his governors, 
sehzfed Lahaur, and destroyed the mosques he had just purified. 
The same scenes were enacted the following year,^ Ahmad Sh^ 
again took Lahaur, and the Sikhs again took advantagUfrf 
his retimg to re-take it, and as long as he hved, odstmued 
to molest his troops, rarely coming to a battle, but actively 
and porseveringly gsdling them; and themselves^ : #^g to the 
hffls, The anardiy tb|^; 

deatli c«f Aliiaad, and ^ even greater woal^hs^ of the Dehlf 
throne, gave the Sikhs ample opportunity to subdue the Panjlb, 
and consolidate fteir power: what they ascribe to their oymidsk^ 
ttflabns and courage, is mainly atttibut# to this decay of em- 
pires bn either side. Their religious system, attractive As it #as to 
low-boim Hindus, nevel^ found much favour with the h%hea" castes 
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or with the Mabomedans, and their policy of having every viEagt 
chief his own master, carried in itself the elcmenti of dissolutkm. 
Had an enemy appeared, or had not a master spirit arisen among 
themselves, they would donbtlesB have simk into iusignidcaiiee ; for^ 
even now, after years of unbroken prosperity, their numbers are 
quite insignificant, and I doubt wheliier whole Pimjlb contains 
a quarter of a mallkm of Sikhs: the duel part «€ tfcim ^ 
found in the Mlnjah(i)* about Amiit^ md Lsdmur* ^d a^mong ^ 
SardArs and ccwt retmners. A Sikh cultivator is rarely seen, 
most of that c^^snpation being Hindus or Musalmins, the former 
being perhaps as twe to one, and the Musalmlns prevailing to the 
westward. I should loosely estimate the ^pulation of the Pa^j^ 
at about quarter of a miliioii df Sikhs, half a m’dlion of 
and tliree quai'ters of a million of Hindus* The whole of 

the Sikhs is unfavourable to the multiplication of th^ 
tinual feuds must cut off great numbere, and their habits are u»* 
congenial to fruitfulness ; th«e fe not a more dissolute 

race on the fece of the mrda ; and l^i^gh by their active habits, 
some do live to good old age, yet most are childleES, and a 
family is never %«md : they all drink, and eat and , 

A large proportion of the troops are Hindu and Musahn^n, either 
in separate corps, or mixed up with Sikhs ; indeed. Ranjit Sir»gh 
very wisely cares less for caste and country than for gocul -uid 
shoulders ; his infantry, when 1 joined, amounted to jverhaps thirty- 
five thousand ; with as many cavalry, of all classes, and sixty guns* 
The first are steady on parade, and good looking mm, bht 
vre slowly ; the cavalry sore ill-mounted, and iiiferiof to ahy 

% 1^# tide gnnft(|) are badly gat up, and there does not seem 
among thcam ; against an European enemy 
they would; the first meumhra^ce, and 

would probably induce defeat. Ranjit himself estiinatea his truaj» 
fairly, and has direcsted. them agabist the weak points of his 
obeying the least hint from the British Agent at l.udian^, 
said a^lplting tlu* territory south of the Suteluj as hit* own, only hy 
the ideraucc of tlu; Eiigli.'^h. Perhaps tiicn; is no stronger iiroof 
of hk than that in twenty-three ymm, no quarrd.,^im# 

have ari'»h ■■between him and them, intiiwtdy mixed ^ i$ Wt 
tory with under the 

But, to ret uni to my own personal narrative; after nf 

kiit audience, 1 <ff laiarch'^ 
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a squadron of lancers in front; next, Khusliiy^ Singh’s regiment} 
then the 'guns ; after them, my new levies ; ^nd the body of lan- 
cers under Nand Singh, bringing up the rear. 

For some days all went smoothly ; 1 admired the careless good- 
huniour of the Sikhs, and was surprised at my deputy’s suddenly im- 
proved air and demeanour* He would often come up, and respect- 
fully ride by my side, or alittle behind me, most zealously conducing 
to my comfort, and obviating every possible trouble* The good- 
humour of the men wa& extreme, though somewhat damped by my 
prohibiting plunder, and drdering every thing to be paid for* As 
soon as we reached our ^ound, the men, horse and foot, scattered 
over the country, often going five and eight iniles for forage, and 
renewing the march next morning with as much alacrity as if they 
had slept all day. Good material,” said I, for an army ; on- 
ly wanting good pay and good leaders to make you crack fellows*” 
As, we advanced, Nand Singh’s attentions encreasedj two or three 
dark4oo1dng f^ows of his were constantly at my elbow ; I did not 
like their looks, hut they were smart and active, and forestalled all 
my wants. Of an evening, I usually wandered forth with a gun 
over my shoulder ; and now,, as we approached the low hills, my 
trips were longer and more frequent, sometimes prolonged till after 
nightfall. Ali Verdi Khtln, and my own Pesk Khidmati Hassan 
AH, me to task for this* “ Does not the sdhib see what 
scoundrels fHere are about the camp ? There are a hundred that 
would shoot you for the bit of kce bn yOur cap, and a thousand, for 
your gun. Besides, you are not without enemies ; and we have of 
late observed your steps watched.” I laughed, and ^d, this 
rifie ^d pair of good hull-dogs would do for half a dozen, not- to 
speak of my sword ; and you count yourselves something.*' "True, 
sdhib, we do,” and one stroked his beard, and the other twisted 
his whiskers ; "yes, sdhib, we are not either of us Sikhs ; bnt stiU, 
it is not wise to act thus ; the best beloved have enemies, and few 
are so considerate as to give notice when they mean to attack.” I 
so & listened to advice, as to permit foiu;, of AH Verdi’s MultAnfs 
to follow, me on horseback at a littif dkbince, but I did not give up 
my sport; ^ ' v, :f 

One evening we had shot a hog-deen h fiorican, and someh}^ 
partridge ; and at sun-set turned campwards. We had na^^fed, 
and hid fi.re miles of tangled, uneven ground to cro^s[i>;;W^ tw® 
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deep, mviny mMs ; had pMSrcd the first, and m the second, iwt 
more than half a mile from camp, there was aljont two of wa- 
ter; the banks were lined with hrui^hwood about a man’s 
throt^h which we had carefully picked our way, for it ww now 
dark. Ihe MultAndfe had clo?»ed up, and we were in all nine per- 
sons ; when in the middle of the afream a 

ty matchlocjks opened upon u», at a of s&ofe' ."tety 

yards tom both on the Mt to which we were gobf. 

** Sjfnread out* mm* and push across : do nut fire, but have at the 
dc^ l^rith your talwars,*' was my cry, as I heard the balk wte- 
dkg about my ears. We daiked across bd^ore they could re-load, 
but the ruffians threw themselves into the brushwood, and tho^ 
we beat about, we couid not dislodge one. The next best idwag to 
catching them was to push home and see after this matter. 

Shove on my kds ! But how stand we ? No one hurt 1 hope 
My followers gathered roimdat my yA#, h®il 1 kund we cmly 
mustered seven. Ea ! who is mmng/’ Eimian the MultM, 
and Ha^san Ali.” Emm talk to Ae nSH, then, and look lor 
them, perhaps our delay may cost their lives V* As we a 

hcmse, trM w& terror, tried to rush pa»t us, neir% 

wta wifhh bo 

animal. In the dim light, we did not at first perceive the rid^, 
but seizing hold of the reins, discovered that the poor feUovrhadb^n 
shot thro" the head, and had fallen forwards, convulsively throwing 
his arms round the horse, when Ms sharp, unoccupied, stirrp^, 
dangling against the animal, urged him forward. The sudden t^op 
hj^ufM ’ ^ liMess burthen te the ground, and wc found, to cmr 
was <jinte dead. EaasMi Ali had been more fortu- 
nate ; hi hAhyM shot, and had reared and fallen oyer with him ; 
the friendly sstnmp of a tree saved him from worse 

the temporaiy imprisonmejit and a g«>cd wettings We 
4 him out of the ndU, Mt two of our party to watch the corpse 
we could send a cMrpdt for it, mi pushed on for camp; but 
fore lights, mmdU, and hunchads ol 

wild ^ every degree of disarray, shouting nnd yelling Bte 

fiends. ' -Tiie .‘voUey, sharp and loud, was earned by the wnwil; ' 
ooming444.Ahourfrom the direction I was ha, mom 

than su!?picion ; the bugle j^oundtd to arms, »d, in IW 
a r^imeat of Euroiiean cavalry wtai take to lA -titar .hor^l. 
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my jolly fellows were bearing towards me. The wild and hearty 
shouts that greeted my advance were very grateful to me, but there 
was little time for words. “ Follow me to my tent, men ! Order a 
muster of the lancers; and you, Ali Verdi Khan, turn out W^hAb 
and KhairAt Ali, the trackers, and return to the ford ; tell them 111 
give five hundred rupees for every man that they prove concerned.’* 

Good, my Lord ; your seiwant is ready.” In a few minutes the 
lancers were paraded by torch-light ; most seemed, and expressed 
d^ghted at my return, though they hardly understood 
why I so BCrutimzied their countenances, and Nand Sing fretted at 
my suspicions. , AU were present except one, . Muhammed Sh^, a 
peculiar favourite of the Major’s, and one who of late ’ had been 
much about me. His absence was readily explained by three or 
four comrades, who said that he with them had been out foraging, 
hut that his horse, being a little lame, had lagged behind. And 
where fe your nag ? Mohar Singh,” said I to a raw-boned Sikh> 
who l^ked ratter foolish standing in his place. Was it not re- 
ported instantly, ’ exclaimed Nand Singh, ** that the poor fellow’s 
horse died of a fit of the gripes as we came up to our ground to- 
day ? ** It is that which makes you look so blown my man, is it? 

Ah, weU,^ — ^Major, sendMuhammed ShAh to me as soon as he comes 

In ahodt sin hour the man presented himself, his horse lopked 
fresh, but out of condition, you do not,” said I, " Ibok aftei Mm ; 
if you lose your horse you’ll lose your service.” I said no more, 
for at a glance I perceived that the animal was none of his own, 
but a rip belonging to Nand Sing, lent for the occasion. My sus- 
picions were more than confirmed ; however I ordered a distribu- 
tion of sweetmeats and a halt the next day, in reward of the ready 
interest of the troops in my behalf. IKougli I said noth%g, Ali 
Verdi Khan and Hassan Ali, and some of the lancers too, were not 
dow in asserting that the attack had been planned by Nand Singh. 
'"Did w^ not see him wMspering to that huge Si# Wh lost his 
hPrseintiid fcmish ? andto that Jittle blackguard Muhainmed Shilh, 
who is a devil Mbamate ? It was^ not In houl you started 

that they were taljking together. Aod do you not remember that in 
the morning Nand Singh recommended you to go in that directionfor 
gmb ^ hiit advised you not to fire till you luid crossed the i#Gbnd 
n&/a ? Thi^ morning soMe wild shaggy looking fellows, h^fb 
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been hanging about the camp, were seen by Safdar KMn who was 
with the advance : about two hours before we arrived, they took 
the direction of the hills/* Wei], my good Iriends, thanks for 
your zeal, hut be silent, or you will do me harm. I am awake, 
quite awake, but we must make sure before we strike/* 

During the day, Ali Verdi returned ; he brought the heron’s 
feather of a trooper*a plume ; none sudi were m mj hut ike 
lancers wore them ; this was found among the i^in:^ of many leet 
on one flank of the ghui, where there were also tracks of a horse*s 
feet; AH Verdi had, with Wdliab, followed these traces a mile 
along the nala; the shoes were inverted, but this did not for a mo- 
ment deceive the old Khqje, who observed tliat it only made the 
hind feet appear to go before the fore ones. They then tmwd. 
and joined KhairAt Ali, who was leisurely following similmr tradfes 
on the other side of the naia, where, after keepli^ tibi bmik fer a 
short distance, they had returned, and attmupbed to keep in their 
own footsteps ; it seemed that the preseiK^ of a horse had put 
them out, and that after the first few yards they had thrown him 
down, lashed his legs together, and carried him on their shoulders, 
to avoid detection from his foot prints. Wien they reahhad 
ghM^ they tightly thought that amid so nmdi trancing £t would 
he 'dM'CoItvteteKoe' ; but, thoip^ lie • the men’s 

tracks were detected, Uiere wiat bo farlier trace of the horse, and 
the men evidently wore, to disguise their foot prints, weh shoes, 
formed with tlie heel, both fore and aft ; so that noiie*but an expe- 
rienced hand who could detect the comparative pressure kft by 
weight of the hind and fore-part of the foot, could have told 'sv’hiti 
way thh wmt. Alt Verdi left tie Khojts with oveiy hope ''!* 
pursuit. 

' The next morning I renewed the march, leaving Ali Verdi with 
a hundred meii fo aid tlie trfickers, and both irioney and promises 
lEj ejcpedite tlsA movements; tliere was something kindly ajitl 
the mhn that took me from the first, and I could not liave 
di^utoi a' trustier hand. 

The attack was dtdy reported at darhur m an unforeseen and 
ill understood affair, the work probably of a party of Korfbi^ dfc 
whosv* trftck wc now ’were, and would soon rq^ort furth^- 

Nothing further of note occurred, until we reach^ EtegrA, 
approaching wMdh all my diplomacy, ^tidpatkg 
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I should not easily edect an entrance, although armed with a royal 
fdrmctn, and backed by a large body of troops. However, I was 
not wont to distrust myself; I called a halt, when within one mai'ch 
of the fort, and sent on my pesh khidmat with a courteous letter to 
the governor, enclosing copies of the. o^qii parwdnds, I took the 
opportunity to inspect my followers, and was agreeably surprised to 
find no symptom of fatigue among them; the horses seemed even 
improved, and small as they were, I never saw such hardy, active 
creatures : one of them had particularly attracted my attention, he 
wasaMt1iebay,^scarcely lugher than a pony; his master, Hakim 
Singh (/), a trooper^in the lancers, was one of my orderlies, and 
the fellow seemed perfectly ubiquitous, he was always hdzir, al- 
ways ready to gallop off at my bidding, and the Kttle nag appeared 
always as ready as his master. 

During the day, an answer came from K^lngr^, veiy much what 
I expected; — “The honor is very great, nothing could please Colonel 
DandAwar Singh better than to yield place to so great a bdhddar as 
mysetf V but then, he was strictly enjoined by the Maharajah to ad- 
mit no one ; not evoi Ms son, no, nor himself, till after certam pre- 
liminaries ; think, then, most excellent sahib, whether I could dis- 
obey such an order ? You will therefore favour your servant by 
withdrawing your troops from Kangra territory.” By.no means 
daunted, 1 sent off Captain Fareb Khan, with a squadron of horse, 
and two hundred infantry, beaihag a note from me to the fol- 
lowing effect, DandAwar: Singh is a wisevmaini a feithfel Servant, 
and a good soldier ; Ms fame is w^ell known. His, fiiend would 
fain emulate him and gain a like renown. But bearing the Maha- 
rajah^s order, given in open durbar, Colonel Bellasis would have 
his face for ever blackened, w§re he to return without executing 
his commission. The wise SandAwar Singh will therefore under- 
stand that duty cannot he set aside ; hut, appreciating Ms merits, 
Colonel Bellasis wishes that the transfer of KAngrA should 1t>e made 
with all courtesy, and in the manner most ginteful to rtS present 
gallant governor. As the latter has been long from the 

presence, and uiay not understand the improvements of the day, 
his servaiit, in the way of friendships ^euds a shell, a specimen 
of those received from the 1inglish,.and adapted to the guns nOW 
here, wMch can be pointed in such a vmy as to send the shell fd fibe 
top of the highest hill, even to the clouds. By means cif a match 
in a hole in the shell, and which is just such a length asTo lAst till 
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it reaches its destmation, the missile is blown to atoms* seatleniig 
its death-dealing contents around. Perhaps my friend might like 
to see the experiment tried; if so, a couple of my guns are at his 
service.^* 

Neither my kindness nor my polite hint had any eBect, I there- 
fore moved my camp to a convenient petition beyond range of the 
fort, and rode about, to look out for a vf&sk point; I Icwad tte 

place well supplied within itself, strongs in e«y than I hid 

anticipated, occtipied by a garrison of greater strength than the 
whole force uhdea: me, and headed by one of the ablest of Gul4b 
Singh's officers; for the governor was hut his creature, and on my 
departure from Lahaur had been reinforced witli men and supplies, 
and ordered by his master to hold the place to the last extranity. 
Kangri had been often attacked but never taken, the GurkMs afto 
remaining before it for twelve months, had evmtua% ridsed tfe 
siege, it was only by capitulation that it M min ike hitois of the 
Sikhs; and it has always, with reason, hem considered as their 
strongest fortress. It stods on a hill, and on three sides it k sur- 
rounded by the Bin Gfemglt, a river at all times breast deep ; on th« 
fourth side itk separated from another projecting hiU, (^ed Jatot 
Mitfe- by a de^ (M, half a kd$ wide. Co.nld I,, hi'tbe &oe 
garrision, (m) on the 

summit of the Jainli MIti, 'the toctity of the place w^mld have 
aided me; but the range, I saw, was too long for my light gnus. 
Understanding too, from my spies, that the garrison was not only 
victualled for years, but that in its tank and springs it was fre^ 
the usual dedcaency of Mil farts, I saw no cliarxce of success, ex- 
cept'hi a da Mom ; and 'thut I r^^lved the very next night. 

Adcordmgl^f in the evening I moved my guns towards Jainti 
MAtA and deta^ad a party in the direction of each of tlie two 
gsato that looted that way, and J purposed, according to the exjie- 
dk^ m often successfully tried by the English, to affect intending to ’ 
bhwr.fhem in ; for the ascents, tho' steep, would not, for Europeans, 
at he supposed by the garrison to be hr. practicable, 'llie guns, 

howev^, merely to take up such a position m would cnAMe 
them to thi^w shells into Kote KMigri, while tw'o select partly tf 
500 men each* Wfre to take the bull by the horns ; and WiMng *=< 
the river at different pmnts, were to m^e the assault al 
The signal was to be given by 'guns in the oppedte 
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and, by a cbain of small parties all round tbe bill, (a circuit of five 
kos) keeping up as heavy a fire as possible, while tbe two real at- 
tacks moved up silently, I had great hopes, amid tbe distraction and 
surprise, to effect an entrance. 

AU was arranged, and a reward of a thousand rupees, with pro- 
motion on the spot, was promised to the man who should be first 
within the works ; when, just before nightfall, a horseman, whose 
fine sinewy steed^s convulsive sobs told what exertions had been 
made by the rider, — dashed into the Gamp, shewed the Maharajah's 
fnd cra^^d passage into the Fort. He passed, entered, and 
before an hottr, a message strived from the Governor that at dawn 
the gates should be opened. 

NOTES. 

(a) . The ** Institutes of the lame Tartar” would bespeak him a great man, 
an able, Juafe and benevolent Monarch ; but his acts form a melancholy contrast 
to the -vTCliiiigs he dictated. 

(b) This is the order, which, I understand, Ranjit actually gave to one of his 
Governors, amd it is ini conformity with his jealous distrustful spirit. 

(c) Literally, strikers mth the knife, men who to extort alms or sympathy, 
gash themselves with knives, inflicting flesh wounds on their breasts and arms, 
and thus frightening lookers on into compliance with their demands. 

(d) Literally muntain. of light, la a diamond an inch and a half long, and an 
inch wide ; the chief opaaipent of the “ Peacock throne” of the Orei^t 
Mogul ; Nadir Sh&h seized it when he plundered Jlehlt in 17.18; and Ahmad Shuh 
Ab(lal!i got possession of it in the scramble that succeeded Nadir’s assassination ; 
from him it descended to his sonTairaur, and again to his sons as they succes- 
sively seized the Government: Shah Shuja sncccesled in carrying it with !»iin iq; 
his exile, and in the year 1813 w'hen in the Panjdb, .supplicating for aid from the 
Sikh in the recoveiy of his kingdom, the latter ungraciously demanded the 
diamond, put many indigiiitie.s on the fallen monarch aUd hi^ family, and threat- 
ened even more, unless the jewel was given up to hiui; aud by such conduct 
became its possessor. ' 

(c) The first of these Sarddrs has some smattering of science, and is as much 
above his fellow countrymen in respectability as in mechanical knowledge. The 
second is the son of Ammar Singh Samldwala; and a cousin of the Maharaja’s. 
He is ^fcher a respectable man, for a Sikh, but his brother Lena Singh (not the 
person of the Same name mentioned above as a superior man) is a noted drunk- 
ard, and their nephew Ajit Singh, is a forward youth of more pretension than 
power. As kinsmen of the Roysl family they are looked up to at darhdr, 

{f ) The word means a disciple, a Scholar fromi the word sihjina, to lear^ 

(y) A considerable town on the south bank of the Suteliij. The confederat- 
ed ^kh«, after they bad sacked Sarhind in gave it in free tenure to file 3o.* 
who are the descendants of Qum Govind. 
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(^) Literally immortals (or without death), the title of what may be callai 
Knight* errants among the Sikhs. They are a class who devote thcmifelves 
. to watch the holy tank at Amritslr, and to defend with their lives the Sikh re- 
ligion against all innovators; they are dissolute and insolent, but are tolerated by 
the Government for the sake of their furious courage, which, espedlally when 
excited by opium, has oa several oocasiouB done good service to their sect. 

(f) The name of the tis^ between the rivcsrs Eav! and Byah, fro® wheime 
the Sikhs originally sprung, spreading abroad as tbdb acma pr^vailed^ it has 
quently happened that one small village, of fifty or a hundred ploughs, has Hjaw 
nished two Or^feb iixrMrs; men who Joined the ranks with only a horse and 
spear, and have in a jfbw yiears carv ed out for theraselveg principalities* Much to 
their credit theae toMlers of fortune have not been ashamed of their origin, but 
genemlly retain the name of their native village as an affix to ttieir own name, 
and as a family mark. 

(k) Good Judges hold an opinion dlflfereat from Bellasis ; but having jaftdfb 
than once narrowly inspected the Sikh guns, horses and harness, and |iavl% tsiik* 
cd with their artillery officers and privates, my opinion is, that the MahrilitA ar- 
tillery was better appointed and more efficient thaa the Sikh ia. 

(?) More than one sudh pony and rider have I the powers 

even of the steeds that bore about ** heavenly dairA cdiier damotels errant, 

Whose milk-white palfir^s seoartdug grass, 

« Just erc^ a rose leaf ss they pasts.” 

I have seen a little vd^ idig o^ry about a heavy mmi, nei^er party 
seeming to know what rest, fix^d, or water meant. The mischief is that a Enm- 
pean purchasing one of these gifted animals, finds the spell b«>iee!n, aid 
wanting all the care that common ponies require. However 1 IdOfOW o# ol&- 
ccr*i pony which, during the late war, carried a pair of heavy bcEMb, with bed- 
ding, and a man sitting on the top, ftom Khelat-i-GilJi to jMokhoor, seventy-idx 
miles, in twenty-eight hours, including three for rest ; the whole burthen was 
estimated at four maunds or 320 pounds ; the owner of this wonderful pony, in 
company with the above, and neitber of the horses or riders suffered; the and- 
malB were of the Kozkk breed from beyond KbivA 

(m) A tempk^ or literally a atathm the 
the and descr^iloit of ; It Wiis bea.!.^ 

ed as here described, aud ultimately fell to ^ Sikhs much In the manner stated 
by the Rini In the fifth chapter. 
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CONTENTS* 

** rich matCs iveuUk is His strong-hold,-^ Some hints on the chaste for the gen- 
tlmm'if M^h/n Mowhrt^, — Give up gout point if you wish to gain ifc.’* 


The Indian prowling for his prey. 

Who hears the settlers track his way, ' 

And knows in distant forest far, 

Camp his red brethren of the war ; 

He, when each double and disguise, 

To baffle the pursuit he tries, 

Low crouching now his head to hide, 

Where swampy streams through rushes glide, 

No^ covering with the withered leaves. 

The foot prints which the dew receives.” 

Mohehy, 


I . aow r^tom to what kad been goiog oit at Court, aad 
wDl let ChSud KMa tell bis own story ; slightly clipping his letters 
of its flowers and other redundancies. 

“ Yotir Excellency ; after the depaiture of your radiant pT6- 
senee, the light of Lahaur became darkness* the Maharajah opened 
not his mouth, and the darhar was silent; yoto* enemies, however, 
insinuated themselves into the royal ear, and soon assailed ybur 
well-wishers. The Lord of favor («), however, judged j^ght : the 
Maharajah is an ^ippreciator of merit, and bade my Lord^s detract- 
ors be silent. Soon came in reports of the excellent daScipHne of 
the inarch, of the unheard of moderation of the troops, of the 
regular and orderly , manner in which you passed through cities and 
towns, avoiding Crops, Or where unavoidably injuring, giving imme- 
diate reniuneration (h); the Maharajah was pleased, and my Jjord^s 
cmemies hid their faces. Then came the report of the vile attack 
on my Lord. The Maharajah was enraged, and some of l&Olboun- 
s^Hors could scarcely conceal their chagrin^ The Mttiiltef and 
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odiersr (whom my Lord known) adeoted it was^ all a pretence of 
yours ; then came other reports; and it even reached the presence* 
that Kingrk would not open its The Maharajah that day 

(it was the 11th day of the month Safar) suddenly turned to the 
Rajah and said, it is long since we have visited your 

prs (c) or enjoyed your hospitality; order the train* to-moOTw 
we propose to march that way lio excuse, the wmMu I faii^ ■ m 
hot, and the distance is gr^t ; hut hy the Messing of Gumjf 
the places are eohl, and when reached, will rejmy the fatigues of 
the journey. Order General Court, with his own and KhushiyM 
Singes brigade to attend ; see that all is ready by the third watch 
of the night — let the pesh kkana proceed immediately.” 
chasJim,'* and the Rajah withdrew : — there was a sMght nude® h^ 
Highness' mouth, but he did not speak as if ,<hstiirh<^ alkd «■* 
mediately proceeded with other business; I ptae, as 

usual, and soon three or four others ^ !^|ah ; when he 

returned, they, too, Bom c#ie, s«e short delay, and when he 
had' stated that the JW. ill' been ordered, he said in to 

usual soft and winning way; I'im the Sarkars slave, I have 
is Ms, to raised me from the dust ; this journey v# iWt smo* 
neyi 3^ be permitted to the he” is to 

have the honour of tfwf roy^ vis® ; and those of my 

brothers, have been more than usually productive this year : let 
your servants then offer these nine IdMs of rup>tn‘s as a peskkask 
to the throne and as he spoke, hdnghi after biinghi of dmmts wi 
of rupees was brought into the presei^cei it was more titoi the 
could stand ; his ^es litew^y heaps of 

treasure. “ Mishr Bent Him, eh AfishiJI* see die money counted, 
and that the coin is all of tire true sicca Has your Highness 
any command fer your excellent servant the fidthfol Bohato ?’* 
the Rajah, ** for I am dispatcliing a truFty mc&seugert desir- 
him. to lost; no time in acquainting the presence of h?« having 
entd^ on his important cliaige” — ‘‘ Yes, tell him to seek a cool 
shsdlJ^ iS^I^ for OUT pavilion ; not tliafc we new think wc ^hall go 
just ye^.'l| ;th^e excessive heats, but lest there should be cause im 
our movh^ri^l^^ard.” The Rajah stepped from the dcrJdr, «d. ^ 
in an instani' whose steed had for some mmnto ffeood 

dialing at the^So^ipy, dashed like lightmii^ across, plto.. 
The riddle needs ho reading to my, l^ord', imd I douM not , m , 
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reaches, KAngr^ will have been won ; hut mind my Lord; the nine 
lakhs will be laid at your door : for one day, and one only, the Ra- 
jah was your friend ; from that day he disliked you, your appoint- 
ment increased that dishke, and now you may reckon on his undy- 
ing’ hate {e) i no small matter in truth, but let the knowledge of it in- 
duce caution, be always armed and attended, and allow no unknown 
person with arms in his hands to approach your person. Thy servant 
will watch the Court, and report ; what more need be said ?” 

I liked the style of Chdnd Khin*s communication, and did not 
dishke its contents ; it was clear to me I was in a heavy sea, hut I 
feared not the breakers, and indeed never reckoned on court favour 
without its concomitant court intrigue and minihn hatred ; I was 
therefore well content to proceed on my way, and strange and un- 
accountable as it might appear, to do my duty to tlie Sovereign of 
my election and to the p'Cople over whom he had placed me; the 
same messenger that had entered the fort, brought the above 
note; and trebly content with it, the fort's purposed surrender, 
and my own virtuous resolve, I threw myself on a charpai, and, in 
a dream of future prosperity, I slept till the morning star appear- 
ed; a few sliort minutes sufficed for the hasty ablution, and 
the sliglit personal decoration that I was used to apply, when I 
galioped round ray lines, visited my picquets, found them alert, 
and returned to my tent ; I sent for my Sardars and gave orders 
against any i)ossihle treachery. However hoiie was offered, and 
shortly -after sun-rise we were masters of the strongest fort in the 
Panj^b (f), ' h 

No sooner had my troops taken possession of the works, and 
the different parts had been occupied, than I was curious enough to 
visit the points on which I had meditated the attack ; my predeces- 
sor had been hitherto doing the honours of the fort and still stood 
by me ; while I, with as much nonchalance as possible, himg 6ver 
the hightful abysses up which the mountain sheep could scarcely 
find a, footing ; for a time he said nothing, but when I had finished 
my examination in both directions, he remarked significantly, 
“ well, saMb^ and what do you think ? could the Multfinis have ma- 
naged it, or those stout little Gurkha fellows, so many of whom I see 
among, your ranks ; do you think; they could have scaled such a 
steep in fbe face of my poor followers What does my ffiend 

obse3fVed I, innocently ; <‘Ah, s&hihs are wisOi very 
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•wise, but the Sikbs have ears too, most excellent sir^ and trafy 
had you attempted the escalade, few of your brave troops would 
have seen their homes again ; Kdngrfl 1ms many a source of 
strength that meets not the eye ; these loose stones, that form the 
breastwork, need only to be unfoosed to destroy the army of a Bi- 
kunder (ff ) ; but these fading, you observe we stand on but an out- 
post that by the poming down of rocks from above could be cst%!i- 
ed, annihilated in an instant ^ and them where wotdi have ' mj 
thousands of brave boys that were behind them, with their fchar|) 
ringing jazails (A), their lung matchlocks, and their twang- 
ing bows? But sooth, noble Colonel;^^ I prefer we should have 
met as friends ; for though the hand of Dand4war Singh knows 
what war is in all its forms, his heart has no pleasure in Hood, 
and delights not in slaughter.’^ Truly,’* rejoined 1 ; it 
would have Imen an onslaught to have been dr^^ded, pr^ardd 
you seem to have been, and as my frmui ptaCe at all times 
is preferable to war ; and between serVMt^ oi the sanu‘ h>rd how 
much the more urgent ,1” Before evening the gallant old Bikh had 
moved below widi all his garrison ; he had been governor for seve- 
ral years, and I felt for hk humiliutiuu even in tJie exultation H 
my own success, 

fnow ti^ht, acquainted 

with my people of all decrees; with exammmg the country, its 
passes and its fells, its weak and its strung points; and for whole 
days, leaving my trustiest in charge of tiie garrison, wouldri wan- 
der over the hills, try every footpatli, and investigate th# mhmbesfc 
features of my extensive and importmt charge^ My folio wera were 
eistoniaSed ; being accustomed to see all dtheit Sardars lolling ou 
their iharpuis from morning until night, or listlessly and half re- 
clining attend to their business, for the first few hours of the day* 
then sleep ; then with all parade and shew, at foo1|«s on iwse- 
back, or in a procecid for u mile or tw o ; my hlAur-ccas- 

ktg bodily and mental activity wstorashed them ; and often would I 
b^ «^ed what was its use ? what its end? wdiy I di<l not enjoy my- 
self? Getmarrietl, sahib"' (/). said an old lioary-Itciitled fellow to 
me onig^day, gtd married and enjoy life.” Yea, but I am a poor 
man;** and why’ so? why not do m others do ^ why 

»kva ? whiLtk tibie use ? no one will thank you, no one rewwd' ; the 
Maharajah wffl i&ihk’;yoa have an evil design* that you . 

at popularity and thdepaidenee, «md the Amik (k) wUfl vilify yOii^' 
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acting so contrary to themselves. Be moderate at least, the bow 
too tightly drawn, returns not to its strength ; take things easier 
and you*]l last the longer/' I laughed and said, '' your advice is. 
friendly, by .no means bad, but men's natures are different, mine 
directs me, as that of other men leads them ; the result is in the 
hands of God/’ My adviser made that peculiar sound, like a 
chick which indicates surprise or incredulity ; and shaking his 
head replied, “ Tlie sdkib is a wise man in his eccentricity.” 

Thus did I proceed somewhat irregularly, hut always stirring j 
when not iix. tlic held, or actively abroad, I would rise before the 
dawn, saunter about the^^vorks i then #iortiy after sunrise hold my 
darbdr ; which, with a quarter of an hour's interval Jot ^breakfast, 
kept me till midday ; my accounts with the all police matters, 

were then discussed and settled ; at midday I was in the practice 
of retiring, if indeed it can be called retirement, to withdraw to an 
without doors ; and screened only from tiie, pubhc gaze 
. i this period of the day I devoted to European literature 
and keeping Up correspondence with the world I had left ; at 8 p* 
M- my principal followers and landholders attended ; the latter walk- 
ing in, making their saidm, and taking their places on the out- 
spread carpet, and retiring as they chose, or when especially called, 
or requiring anything, having a plea to offer, an excuse to make ; 
prote<^to> assistance, remission or other favoiu* to demand ; or had 
the track of a tiger or of a robber to point out j in all s?u:ch cases^ 
the party would take liis seat more near me and would converse, 
but in such a tone that any person present cotdd put in his ^ord, 
and very free of their advice and opinion they were ; the system 
bore with it more familiarity than at first I approved ; and as has 

side of me 

pTittihg in his word, regarding an investigation going on, Qn,dhe 
othei’ side, I have been inclined to affect more of Europe^, fofm ; 
hut after all this oriental cool and easiness has its conVemeuces. 
An hour before sunset, I was again on foot or on hidi's^huuk, in*^ 
jspe^s^;g uif froops, visiting my cultivation, encourfigingthe 
putting" in U: Wotd at tlm hut, and an encouraging glance kt that 
field; It always my ob|Mtlo set my follower^,. 

V of not injuring the crops, and I was obliged to make some 

exampiea in the endeavour, but the effect on all was great, ^ 
stead of seeing fields aud villages^ deserted as my cort^e 

the inhabitants soon learned to flock about and greet my iSvkh 



AN ADVBNTUBEE IN THE FANJAB* 


53 


Siicli was the tenor of my life ; two or three dsyg of the week 
almost entirely out, and eyery day once or more in the fields ; ia 
this pleasant and usafai manner, twelvemonths passed over my 
head ; when the even tenor of my days was disturbed by two event# 
of more stirring interest. 

1 had not been long in my eyrie before I received a 
in ihefaqirs hand and cypher, entirely approving of aH I hid 
encouraging me to a continnahce d my priest ikte of action, Mid 
promising proteetion and reward, A week afterwards Aliverdi 
Khim , and his party arrived ; he had kept me acquainted with his 
movements ; and he now brought in seven of the party who had 
attacked us ; they were miscreants, the rehise of several of T&e 
lower castes, some of them hardly knowing whether th^ wii^ 
.Mnsalm^ or Hindu ; but all ignorant of any reli^on, hiwid 

from infancy to deeds of blood and spoliaticai ; itnd 

Chamfirs (1) ; scenes of debauchery and twiias df femult were their 
harvests; they had been attmeted by the preparations for mv 
march, and followed my tMip ftom Ldhaur ; with the usual qnk?k- 
ness of their craft they Were soon masters of the politics of my little 
army ; and one of them hearing Muhammed Shah hint t|at a few 
boM''h^d#'^tedy were^WTOted te 

rich re^dr a bargain wi# 80 ^ istnick, and 'lv^ hundred rupees 
promised for putting me out of the way, and half that amount paid 
down as a retaining fee : the whole party consisted of sixteen men, 
and four of them being from Kangrfi neighbourhood, and bring ^ 
well ac<|tiainted with the country, they fixed tlie scene of opera- 
tions ; ^air was clumsxly ihanaged, and they were a cowardly 
set, or the event might have been otherwise ; our activity in tuking 
up the track was more than they expected, and Aliverdi Khan's un- 
tiring zeal in foIIoTving up his tracker's scent (rendered awe than 
uiili^y keen by the promises held out) quite ; 

so indeed w-ere my men several times on them, that tlie light- 
ed of their shewed where their cooking had just 

been digtefbed, and with ail their knowledge of tlie country, they 
were at beaten with their own weapons. My men had at tlie be- 
ginning clear impresrions of thdr feet, 'that although every 

device that, tyi' could suggest was practiced, yet 'WiMb' Ah 

and Khairit All were too old at their trade to fetdeedvedi t 
no eke of the party could $m a symptom erf the chwf 
they wdlM be keen cm ' 'I must give the 
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twill's own account of the chase, '' Indeed, saliih^ I often* 
thought we were baffled/’ What are you after now, you 
lying scotmdrel ?” I said in a fit of despondency, to Wah^b, 
on one occasion. " What are you following ? where are you lead- 
ing us to ?” Where ? see this ?” and one very faint clubbed up foot 
was discernible ; ^'why that’s a bear you fool.” ''Is it Khan ? You’ll 
. know better soon and place more trust in W^h^b on our next ex- 
cursion ; that’s the bandy legged fellow, he’s a lout to take pait in 
i^ch a matter as this, they should have cut his throat and buried 
hiTn in one of the heaps of leaves ; he has betrayed them twice ; 
tiiere are smart fellows among them, hutthisbandylegged fool thinks 
that hy occasionally making a hall of his foot he can disguise it, 
hut if he trod on his head, Wahab would know it by the tfflckness.” 
‘■'You’re a wag my friend/’ replied I, “ and I was wrong, forgive 
me.” “Ah Khan Sahib, your servant is accustomed to such rubs, his 
life is one of toil and of danger; thankless at all times and only in its 
oaring any compensation ; hut we’E have these fellows 
as my oldfather was the best tracker in the JalandarDo^b(m), 
unless indeed they put Mr. Clubfoot out of the way, or that chap 
with the game leg ; • did you observe that, there ? ” “ What ? 

positively Wahab, you try a man’s patience ! ” You try mine 
Khan Sahib ; for if at that point the active little fellow, wdiose feet 
so seldcmi appear, did not leap on the back of the langra walla, 
I’M give up aE dkim: to the dploBCjl SaMb's reward— mind Khan, 
when we’ve paujght Ih^; to the qxiest^bn--~-ohi5^6 it was by 
the clump of hamhoos on tlie higli hank of the nullah.” 'Mius did 
we proceed. Sahib, with a chatter and chuU at a half walk, half am- 
ble now cautiously feeling our way, now in all the confidence of 
knowledge pushing boldly forward. The game were masters of 
tlieir work; indeed as W^ahab obsOTed, if they had thrown a csddple 
of their party overboard, they wouU have got off, scot £r^ ; as it 
was, they tried every trick that ingenuity could devi^ ; in the 
thick wood they evidejitly at times proceeded- hy,, climbing from 
temch ha branch, again they would in a perfect draw 
selves ft>|w^ard on their bellies ; then they ;^uld ride on wh 
other’s hack 5 tbey would ^oss every. the track on the 

opposite direction, return on their own footsteps and then,, 'Some- 
times for mde^:, drop dowm the stream, and then be off in quite 
ferent quarter* Sometimes Wahab would be puzzled ferivirkole 
day ; and onee acfeaily took us over some brushwood on which lay 
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nestled our prey» who for days and nights herded with the hog 
deer of tlie low hills, and even with their more fitting mates the 
tigers that skulk about in every dell in those parts. The chase had, 
as I tdd the Colonel Sahihi, separated into two parti©^ on the 
night ; but the next morning, they united, separating howevar 
again when hard pressed. For the last two days the track only 
of seven, and closely pressed they were ; tliey ywe" driveii of 
the wood, andliterallypushed into the town oi Nadowft* We hfttm 
them now*' («), the trackers, as holding onhyour horses’ tails 
they made a drenit of the town and satisfied themselves that the party 
had cantered but had not again left it ; leaving a party to watch at each 
gate, your servant pushed boldly up to the tkanmh, and wfth ail 
the consequence I could muster, ordered the official to hand ow 
to me the seven murderers that had within the last few hom takaa 
refuge in the town. The Thannadar was hi^a htadi f wfts !%har^ 
“ Good, very good, Singhji, just as yoti f hdt perhaps you 
are not aware, that he who addresses you, m an Officer high in the 
service and in the confidence of the exedOient and highly favoured 
Colonel Bellasis, General and Cmnumnder in Chief of the K^agrA 
territory; and that these ruffians attempted the 
That alters the case entirely Khan Sahih ; why did you not say 
so at first ; we Singhs are not used to be bearded at our than^- 
nahs : tell me hoVrever quied:y what you wish me to do, and I am 
at your service.” ** Produce the men I seek ; it will be better 
and pleasanter for both of us that there be no delay, my chdrpdi k 
across the JualA Mukhi Gate, and there it stays till my m 

complete,^* The Khan is rough of speech, but my master, Lena 
Sh^h, Jte ordered me to attend to all requisitions of the Colonel 
be comforted then, Khanji, if the men are 
within my walfe he it my responsibility to produce them.” “ Wise- 
ly. determined, EbtwAlji ; I am to be found with my j «)id 
(o), grass, grain and milk ; all shall be paid for, as 
my trders ; but hark ye, friend, to help your researrhes, here h 
the x^swre of tlieir sc'veral feet, one, it is this the big s])rawl foot, 
he is kme, very lame of his left leg, and this little chap has a twist 
in both «td k preciously^ bandy besides ; ail of them must be 
leg worn, for imd no rest for a fortmght, and FH bt 

they’ve had in their mouths most of the tbaie tdo ; and 

timt does not hdtf a tked man.*' • Wi^ thk we im 

®ur and had wi our food, 
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the relation of my interview with the thannadar, than the seveii 
culprits i^inioned and ironed, hearing misery and famine in their as- 
pent, were made over. With his mouth half full, W^db jumped 
up ; yes I that's him and there's the other ; now tell me old boy, 
did you not ride on yonder lad's shoulder from the bamboo clump 
to the big but the wretches were in no mood for a joke 

and affected ignorance of what was said/' 

Such was the substance of Aliverdi Khan's report 5 not much 
exaggerating what he had done ; but shewing pret- 
ty pMhl^ 'that, if ho ibt me, he had also worked the 

Singh^iroi^« 3 ^§ie pretty W In . tw§ marches he made 

Kote Kdn^, and the appearance of himself, , "pArff , > and prisoners^ 
shewed that little grass had grown under their feet since departed. 
A more villainous looking set than those brought before me, I have 
seldom seen, they at first denied the matter in toto, and got up a 
plausible enough stoiy in defence, but a little gentle threatening 
very ebndluBive evidence against them, induced them to 
c&SiiS. One, a Bhourya, was a very intelligent ruffian, and aeeha-^ 
ed to have enjoyed the sport ; his adventures I may some day lay 
before the public, hut I%mst cut short the case, briefly stating that 
Nand Singh's, Muhammed Shah's and the old Sikh's participation 
in the plot, was proved fully : the latter of course denied eveiy- 
thidg, but vriien I paused a pardak to be drawn up and shewed 
him his horse, whose death, by a fit of gripes, he and his worthy 
Gommahder had certified, he was so taken back that with outstretch- 
ed hands, he craved my pardon, “ 1 have nothing to say my lord, 
your slave was misled, he was taught to believe you a tyrant and a 
monst^^,l|e,has found you neither ; it was my fate, do with me b$' 
seemeth best." ^ to plead, simply saying, ! was 

pleased to tlcsird Ms will; butwhe&fe 

saw his confidant Muhammed &ah attempting to vindicate- himself 
at his expence, there was a slight quiver of the lip, hut it passed, 
and Ms usual bold and insolent bearidg returned j indeed to have 
seen him, a stranger would have little supposed him "dh trial fdr his 
life, but rather the indignant plaintiff in a case affecting his honor ; 
in this lie had hia end to serve, and before the court broke up, tfiiere 
were many loud and undisguised appeals for justice from the 
that crowded around. The man was a Sikh, and the majority <# the 
lancers were so too i lie uus vLrtnally their commanding officer and. 
had brothers and cohifeions among them ; my position therefore 
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was delicate : I hesitated for a few momejrts, but resolved that 
come what would, Ms life should pay the forfeit ; I, therefore, seu- 
tenoed the nine inferior villains to be branded on the left shoulder 
with the word Ruffian/* to receive each two hiimdred lashes on 
his bare backside;' and then to -work in irons as a felon for the term 
of his natural life. This sentence was promuigAted, a scaffiald 
nine posts ordered to be elected on the pnWic I- 

ments were ^ made to put down at once my outhimk ; it wmdone 
quietly and without any unusual stir, I appeared with my usual at- 
tendant? at the hour appointed ; the branding and dogging over, I 
ordered Nand Singh to the front, he was pale, the blood had for- 
saken his face, leaving a greenish hue over his countenMice i Mtt 
there was still no quailing, rather indeed a iiercser, wdd^ 
than usual ; the effiect of opium with which he krg&ly drug- 
ged ; I stood with him close ia front of his I 

the enormity, the uiimanliness of the ^ attempted ; I ofer- 

ed a full pardon, on the one condito that he should give up hi^ 
Principal, and place in mj hmtls the full means of convicting him, 
his eye glistened wMh m dMtoakc fire*—'* never dog, curs^;, ua^- 
dean, filldiy Kaffier — you have escaped me, but your web is 
do your pl^ure on my body, your own on 

you'r'hoaas 'T* fife would have proceeded, kit execu- 

tioner to cut off his light hand at the wrist. He bore the* amputa- 
tion like a hero, no sign of pain, or cry of mercy escaped him : he 
looked around us if expecting svonic i‘vent, his eye caught mine and 
faltered, and, at that municnt, a carbine ball struck me on the rli^ 
slioidder ; the marksman was on the instant dragged froni the 
ranks^^iijd would have been th^ ^d tliere cut to pieces, but I staVji 
cd the awonis of the s1a}'crs, and faint as I fclf. 1 upheld myself, 
saw that the man was a l)rotl>fr t)f \:sud Singh’s, and ordered his 
instant discharge xvitboiit injury : Im thanked me ironical^, kut be- 
luting me as he passed, said slowly, K-a^er, well meet again.” J. 
was fast sinking, people and things floated before me, I had ju«t 
sense, and strength remai fling to toil the trooj:3, that 1 hud not Ori- 
ginally intended to have executed the capital .‘«cnlenee withemt 
thek-''Ml .^o^uiescence, and that but for the murmurs mid fpwtes 
of the previous day, tl)e present scene shmM not have 
' ed : '• but you know luy iVici ids, there be two motels, more 

than two sun-s if 1 am not to be obeyed# I lisui up t^f 


X 
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command at once to the miscreant before you ; his own words have 
now evinced his guilt, if there was doubt before, now there can be 
none. Did I choose to exercise my authority, I have ample means 
. of enforcing it, but I purpose otherwise — the msetter is now in your 
hands ; you have a choice of commanders, a few minutes and my 
unbandaged wound will end my cai’eer, Nand Singh's circumstan- 
ces are much the same ; choose between us ; run him up the block 
|>efore you, or see me finish my career/' — saying thus, my kneei^ 
shook, I fell to the ground, and my senses fied, 

/ . ; - ]Sf;OTB'iS • 

f(a) ThU translation does not sbnnd nearer »o at^honioiw as the original 
which is a favourite oriental fw addressing a 

superior, as is Ch4nd Khan’s aecoud phrase, “ appredator of merit” or 

(6) A practice almost entirely peculiar to the British in India, andhardly cre- 
dible to the Natives, who are accustomed to look on any encampment, from that 
of an army, to that of an individual, as a scourge of greater or less violence ; to 
he endured, like a flight of locusts or an eartliquake. 

(c) 4- rentn&ee tqmire, on terms of military service, the holder having to 
furmA a s^^Bcifled quota of troops, when required, or for regular service : ja^irs 
diffter in this respect from religious endowments, which are granted for the sup- 
port of a holy man or family, or the repairs of a tomb . 

(d) The spiritual founder of the ’Sikh e, mentioned in the preceding chapter 
as Nauac Shah, or Guru NSanac ; Shah means Saint as well as King; and Guru 
may he translated Priest, and Jz signifies S'aV, or rather, the French Monsicurt 
and is applied in addition to any other title; “Monsieur L’Eveqne” is perhaps 
the tcuefirtfdtd:<^ln:^ of Guruji for European ears, 

(«) The reader will please to remember, in this and other passages, is the 
spedkOr. Haja Dhydn Singh might possibly have dialiked a man without insti- 
gating, or even desiring his assassination, though Cimnd Khan makes iuin do 
both. A great man is not necessarily party to all the deeds and. thoughts, into 
which a rude villain may drag his name. The Quarterly Reviewer, who makes 
Knox cognizant ofi and consenting to the murder of Barnley, because the 
perpetrators of that deed, inserted the reformer's name in a list they furnislied 
to an Englikl^ Privy Counsellor, wmuld have made a capital Judge in a tribunal 
for the resumption of rent-free tenures, where the clahna of the legal eyiilihce 
is often exactly in proportion to the mmd proofs, the opposite way. . . 

(/) Strictly speaking Kangra is not fn the PanjUb; that term on%^ Al^pljdng 
to the, tract included between the rivers Jelum, Chenab, Rav4 Byah /a«d Sutluj, 
which cbM'tlttifte the Pan j-ab or five waters. ^ 

(p) Alexander the Great, under the name of Sikanday Beg, is fa- 

miliarly known all over the East. He and Rfistara are the jhepoes or rather demi- 
gculs of Western Asia. ■ : 

(A) A wall piece or swivel mounted on a tripod ; it ia used in the d^d ;^' a 
gun of nearly the same size and coostxuciioq, maunted on a oamel’i biitilc/ it 
called a Zamburak. . 

(i') Tiiis foregoing passage is a pretty fair picture of eastern tldfciilt/* and 
their usual spirit ; working for working’s sake, or. to fulfil a duty^ IfOuti^fheir 
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tsnge of ideas* The acquisition of wealth and fmwer, is th<E! ohjetst of eacuition, 
and whea thd end is gmned, why ^ntinue the labour ? Buiiness can he done by 
menials, and the profits still reaeh the chief, directly or indirectly, either by par- 
ticipation, or by a well-applied squeeze to the deputy when full of the gains of 
iniquity. Of course I apeak generally, there are exceptions, and among them 
was the very person who tnade me the ajyeach bate recorded, some tea yeana ago ? 
this was Hakim Mehadi AH K.hlln, the late Vai^r of Oude j even to old age ho 
was active in mind and body, wouM take long rhtAs la the s^a^oiaf , and attend 
minutely to his buidiiess during the day. He was a aid aMe old 

man, not mrttdbted by the corraptkm him, bht answering fe> the Mea of 

a good oriental despot, reckless what^road he took to obtain power, but, when 
obtained, using it jusdy and energetically. 

(A) Abbreviation of Amaldar and meaniug a ruler, usually an intendant of 
fiaiance ; among the natives he is the civil chief of a district car province, some- 
times armed with military authority, soitt^mes not j such rtdera sm 
ed BewSia, or Ndzim. ‘ 

(1) “ KanjarSf and Kanchari*^ are names equally applied to a 
who wander about India, pursuing their usual calHn^ oC 
jugglers 5 they rather purchase and steal fe»ide’4&i^W''^m’Fw*^!&telif8s, 
than sacrifice their own women to it n^iiel dkfctk stealers ; CA«- 

mars are, properly speaMng, 4 hm caste, ready to turn their 

hand to any thing that promise* giim 

(jn) IktSh means Is a applied to Indicate various pr«H 

Tineas, included between two s^eiihf. Tlte Jakndar I>o^ lies between dieadi- 
vers 'BAvt. and Byidi- 

(«) This tera>lDatioa of the pursuit is taken from a real 
In which the robbers were thue traced into a town, and the leidbr of the pursuit 
told tl%e bend man of tlie place that be had tracked the fooistepa i^tqi the walla, 
but could find no track out again ; that his churpdl was across the gate, and there 
it should remain till the culprits were given up. Given up they were, after a de- 
cent delay, and they then made jm attempt to deny their offence. When rendM- 
ed that one horse had always beeu in the rear, arid a^ed bow t^s had 
Ahey replied, ^ Oh 1 he w^ lame, and could not l^eep up with tbs others,” thus 
-tmdcaw' 'ohses^^^ "v 

(«) Literally, tht thixtt hroughti or India, the government 

servants expect firee quarters, and K refused, owe a grudge to the atout zamladar. 
Gra^ and vrdod, especially, are expected gratis j and, even if the supenor pay^« 
them, little, if any, of the price ever reaches the 

however, generaUy act otherwise, and I may here give m jha^wiie Off eiilmate 
in which they are bald A Jew of hteshid Was lately applied tu by a 
who jirofessed to be an EagTishmaft, travelling with deapatches to Tehi^ ahd 
who sciked fur an advamre of 500 dticats. The Jew gave the iiumey# ritnply on 
the stranger’s note of hand. It turned <A«t that the rogue was a PrutriA^ In tfea 
Ilusslan service, who had, hov^citr, so much houeMy as to write to the 
at Tehrkft, r^uostiug that be wouM honor the 
credit ofkk , The Jew, bring asked how he .came to give the to 

an tmaccredifed stranger, who could pl\e he M m English- 

man, replied, *• I bflkved he was what Ho he 

presents or gratuitotfs auppUes*'’ 
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GOUXaNTS. 

^^eMng fmttf yfnk one wound is Tbmlmgy tpiotfier fkay he recewecL-^^ An owre true 
fflfe.*’-—** 3fany are Poets, who have never penned^ tfmr in^ifation,^* and an old 
woman mat/ talk blank verse^'-^Bellasis applies the sweetner and \iement of civilised lifh 
and finds it intdligihle even to the Sikhs,^^ 


My heauteouB bird will leave her bower, 
tTa build her nest in yonder tower, 

And if the walls be dark and rude. 

My l6’?'e shall soothe her solitude. 

Her husbandV teie aWl be her gem, 

Her busband’s praise her diadem, 

Her husband’s heart shall be her throne. 

Her music be her husband’s tone.” 

; , IhnpuhiisJted Poem, 

©harm.- 

Thesyren of the soul, 

Whose magic zone encompasaeth, , v®"" ■ 

Creation with controiil, . . , 

The foster flame of every mind,. 

And love and light, and human kind.’’ 

Robert Mbntgomerp, 

** O’er her alangbterod warrior's bier. 

The lady dropped nor flower nor tear, , - > 

Vengoanoe deep brooding oVr the slain, \ 

Had locked the source of softer woe, ■ ■ > 

And burning pride and high disdain, > , 

I'orbad the rising tear to flow.** v , ' 


How long my insensibility kieted I cannot say, but by tbe gcpwili 
®f my nails and hair some days must have elapsed, when,, 
mid-dayi I awoke as from % troubled sleep, confused 
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racking fancies perplexed my brain. I could not bring to my recol- 
lection where I was, and the confusion of my thr)ugbts was the 
more aggravated by the gentle sounds and female hands that seem- 
ed ministering around my pillow ; I fancied myself again in my own 
native valley, the turfy pkiii was before me, and on it were mixed 
in mortal fray, the people of every land that 1 had visited in my 
travels, matchlocks were flashing, and bows Wem itfound 

me ; arrows passed through my brain, and shiowOT iword slKikas 
seemed pourmg on my head. I fled towards the bright rapid river, 
on whose banks I had so often played in my boyhood, and unable to 
escape my pursuers, had just gained the bank, when a magic power 
gently raised me from the earth, and in one bound landed me 
in the thick \vood on the other side : I awoke with a start, thi^ 
drops of perspiration were on my brow, my tongue ym parched, 
and feebly I called for water ; a female glided from my lidc, And my 
faithful Pesh khidrmt quickly placed to mj a cup of sherbet, 
Befresbed, I asked where I was, whjut was the matter and 'who were 
those around me ; hush my master'* was the reply, “you have been 
very iU, but by AUak^^ blesAig the toger is over, none but friends 
and well-wishers are near, frust your serv ant and be still,” 1 qoaM 
not but obey, for my strength was already exhattsfeed# wt onee 
moro I sunk, flor some hofirs, into a dreamy biTt when, 

towards evening, I again awakened, it w^as with a fresher feeling 
and inhaling the sweet bneze from the mountains, 1 felt a difler- 
ent person, and seating myself on my cot, propped up by my pillows, 
I saw a child trip up to my side, who, by the joyous glances of 
heavenly face, ^ewed the delight my recovery grtve her. Her agh 
was twelve, dr perhaps less, her stature and proportions smaB, her 
countenance was in no feature handsome, being broad and of the 
Tartar stamp ; but her forehead was of noble dimensions, aud there 
wa^ S' bright kin^lii^ Are in her deep set eyes, that t<^ <3i a 
of i^ture’s own best stamp. Fearlessly aiid mdmut alfectation, 
she todk ixij thin hand worn to a shadow, and fetdiy putting it to 
her Hps„ touched them again with her own forefinger and enjoined 
silence ; I iw satisfied to gMse, for she brought to my mind gonc- 
by days, «hA a loved sister who had thus sat by my couch dde 
thus watdied “ My mother will be here dfrectly l^d tew 
glad she'll be'tb jm tihus,” Again .itetoubhed bar lip md pre- 
vented reply, ^ <^me ^ab^red ^ the 
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mylipa ; I drank, and the pleasant bitter much revived me* My lord 
is better, blessed be Bha^wdn for the change, but rest and quiet are 
still needed : the sahib's curiosity is excited, and on terms of silence 
it shall be partly gratified forthwith j and three days hence We will 
answer all, questions.” I muttered acquiescence, and the dame seat- 
ing herself at ease on the carpet by the side of my couch, and the 
child sidling up closely to me, and playing with my neglected hair, 
while ifiy attendant seated himself at a respectful distance, the old 
lady thus commenced, 

- ^ this blighted land no 

tinuisttaf OM; wn are bf the stdct ef the tendril by your 

side is tile daughter of Anradh Chand (a), mk the Withered being 
before you was his wife. My lord is a wise man, all Kohistan 
echoes with the praises of Ms justice and of his wisdom. HC Can- 
not then be ignorant how K^gr^ fell to the Sikh, how indeed the 
Princes of the whole chain from the SutiUj to the Attak wCi’e ab- 
sorbed by the grasping Ranjit, and his more grinding Lieu> 
toiaiits ; ottr houses iU bore the yoke, hut when last year this 
sole blossom of Ottt blighted tree was demanded hy the up- 
start Dhyfiti Singh, and gr anted by Ms robber Master, no hope re- 
mained, and our Only ref uge was in flight : we attempted to gain 
the British flrontier ; but, so sudden was the design, that we were 
imablf’ tir najj&i necessary preparations and to take a sufficient 
Cmbrt, another day would have ensured our safety, when we were 
attacked by a strong body of hors emen ; my husband vras slain or 
captured, our few stout foUowdr^ sla ughtCred, my daughterwas torn 
from my arms, and I was told I might now take my way. Broken- 
he^Cd I reterned to KAngr A ; and it was only tWo months since 
that this excellent woman restored to me my child ; blessings oh the 
heads of both.” I turned to the farther Corner of the roomiJ 
the first time, beheld another fcniale, aged and wrinkled^ attired in 
other fashion than the m other and daughter before me^ fitod of ano- 
ther caste and stamp entirely •, why she is a surely,” I 

eXqlMmi^v ** My lord is partly right, hut Ee mu^iot speak, and 
a weak woman need not to tell a wise man that worth is to be found 
in every grade, and under every garb, as infamy is surely ; but 
come forward, Gulabi, and tell the sdhi6 how you came hei^f>aad 
how our acquaintance commenced” ! Thus invited, the woman came 
f®rw€fcrd< interesting «ven in her old age and bearing tfie tracea of 
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former beauty ; placing her band to her heiid, sbe iisoved up a Httbg 
in. rear of the EAni, and seating herself, began her tak In a half- 
chauat, half- mutter. 

“ The MjA of Kingii protected the poor Kanjar ; it was the 
matchlock of SansAr Oktnd that saved our boy froni the tree 
and for a time preserred him to m, but he died i not how^ 
ever unavenged"’ and the H«‘idiin nmie m#" 'itoPt .by 

the force with whieh '^he struck the gtioratd i ** Ym V* dte ream- 
ed, ** curses on tihe Sikhs, on them and theirs, cowards and robbers, 
they know no kw but that of might, and they hang up the inuo* 
cent on the pretence of having done the very actt' th^ are thcam- 
selves hourly committing. But it is of myself you ask, not ihem} 
my story is however too long for the sdhiB now to he^, whm I# 
is well, if he still so deshes, it shall be told ; but what ftie 
series of a wretchlike me he to a noble like lihn ? Ttt I am not at all 
unhappy, for 1 have saved this flower, all4;IW^''“''haiP'fede«ied my 
debt to the princely house of K^gri ; tr^ce it now to take up 
the Eini’s story. During the 'ihe hm mentioned, I was 

gathering simples along iM ifets of the low hills ; for, having long 
anc© -isbmiionsed the customs and practices of what may' be mnw 
called rhy tribe, 1 eked out a maititenauce by conducing to tihe wet* 
fare, as formerly I had done to the vices of the cominuuity. Wliiie 
thus employed, a party of Si&hs, h^h from a late foray, overtcxik 
me ; one of them bore in his arms the fainting body of this sweet 
girl I the man had known me in diflerent times, he was then a dk- 
solute Mussalmin ; I a loose, though unwiBii^' 
was tired of his burthen and the party uiidecided as to its disposal ; 
in my presence the proposition was made and agreed to, of throw- 
ing it into a deep kud. A glance at the pale fenturi S of tlieir vic- 
tim told me enc^^ ; but I express^^d no interest in her fete, rather 
to assist j ju«t, however, as her last laomeiitt »e«ed to have 
m^ed, I said, as if uncosicemedly^ thegiii k not ilVfoc&ing ; jm 
shaE have fifty rupees and these bangles for her/’ ifeewing them at 
the a pair worth foHy ru]>ees. ■ • gtiodce wm excdb 

ed, -^ys- one, (a dwarfi^*.h villain wh^ Img loekt 

his loss of ears,) with a grin, “ cur w©#d ■rejoice to 

damsel a Kanchant ; tlic pr<;ud soon vi wauM a 

new tune — aye take I«^r old ludy, give Hi 'fee I mtkh 

fied fee 
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them of their lovely chairge ; Such was the rude treatment she had 
received, that life was mth difficulty restored ; fearful lest enquiry 
should he made and the child be again tom away, I concealed her 
until such time as I could with safety restore her to her family, and 
have been thrice blessed in thus requiting the %vor they shewed to 
my own lost child. For seven days have we now watched by your 
pillow, it was the report of my little skill in the healing art that 
induced your servants to call me in ; you were in a high fever and 
the dressings' applied to your wound had irritated rather than allay- 
ed-Tihe Mammation i Iremoved the bandages, applied soothing sim- 
ples, and, praised be him who carcth equally for the Sikh, the Hin- 
du, the Moslem, the Farangt and the outcast Kanjar, tliat my 
exertions have availed.” “ And shall be rewarded good mother, but 
teU me more of yourself,” I added, for you have interested me 
much.” Not now sahib, another time if you wdl, but at present 
excitement would be dangerous."*^ One question more however let 
mea^, wh^ Mppy chance brought the EAni and her lovely child 
th rny dwtl&ig The little service I had done, had earned me a 
nook in her abode,, sdhihy from whence I was sent for, to attend 
you ; the Rani who ibxew you by character, and had even on one 
occasion seen you, was interested by your condition, and soon to 
anxious enquiries joined her pe rsonal assistaiice, until, for the last 
three days, mother and daughter have scarce left 5 -oiir pillow, and 
have watched you as a son or brother.” 

r will not trouble ray readers with a lengthened detail of my 
sufferings, or of my slow recovery, suffice it to say , that the ball is 
still in my shoulder, and that, from, the awkward attempts at re- 
.mfrring much of my sufferings arose, but vrhat commenced in 
Tnisfortane tended mypre to my subsequent, though bri^ happiness? 
than it did to temporary ill. Not the least grateful ocourteuoe of 
this time was the interest exdted in my fate among my soldiersf 
and even more so among my husbandmen and traders ; my door- 
; thronged with visitors, immediately the rumour was 
sensibility ; and, for days^^ lhfeh of all classes 
pre^d ^ound my c6t; ^ch more anxious than the other to ex- 
press his good wishes ; sohie, doubtless, w-ere time servers, 
but many> I trust, spoke frcm their hearts. Chiefly 
MultAnis delighted at the prospect of my recovery, ah# from 
tkem and others I soon heard how unanimously the s^tenc^ 
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passed on Nand Singh had been ejcecuted ; and liow the rery 
Sikhs in the Regiment had lent a hand in enforcing justice* 
My illness and convalescence gave me time and opportunity 
to eratnine my own position, and the general feeling as re*, 
garded myself and the (^vrniment I served : it was not conceal- 
ed h*om me, that my position was dangerous ; that by taking thm 
life of a KhMsd Sikh, I fed d^ply ofeided na&ni iSfet by 
capitally punishing an odender, without itsfei^nce to 
had been supposed to aim at independence, and that my very popu- 
larity at RlngrA was a crime worse than all. Many were the 
ing questions put to me, to draw out my intentions, much the ho- 
nest advice given, and more the treacherous counsel poured into 
ear, but I listened to all and replied with civil nofidi^, or 
what was the strict truth, that my pleasure was v# of ih# 
darbar, as its servant I should obey aU lawful orders, and should 
such misfortune fall on me, that I should be requh-ecl to act against 
the right, I should so far bow to my fate, that, tnnilng my horse’s 
head towards a more friendly Aould wi& regret hid adieu 

to His Highn^’s territoty/* 

In two mcmtife I had recovered my strength, and during mudh 
c^this time the three females tended me as if 1 had beseu their own, 
the old lady was kindness ibself, while the gentle cldld wound round 
my heart to such a degree, that I was scarce easy in her absence ; 
and I delighted to hnd that my presence was as grateful to her. 
Child as she was, uneducated and Hindu, there was in her a foun-* 
tain of tmtk and of common sense, of tendamc^ 
that da% .more emleared her tp me; m a R^p4;^' 
she had heen kept in Htde of the r^ruint Imt ttimdly faEs to the 
lot of oriental females, contaminated by Moslem customs ; and 
considering me inr^verahly ih, and therefore, rather a <a«ittire of 
another world than this, neither idae, her moth^i 
dki^ had stood oh any cm^emony, and my widdeniy awakening 
whS^ hthrounded by my nurses prevented <w undergoing the usuad 
formaMcf, or their more ceremoniously entering my chamber * 

GulAbi was gifted with a great fund of right feeMng and souhd 
sense that feid carried her little scathed through the scene® of tioe 
in which her ydthh. had been spent ; It was cme enrening during my 
recovery, that addressed me, pralted he the 

Great Benefactor of 'uB' I yom homaFs ttrpgih hm now fecrewed*^ 
and your laundi wiE , 
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means, mother/’ I replied, I am all anxiety /’ She forthwith beganher 
naiTative seating herself at ease on the carpet, and folding her arms, 
with downcast head, keeping up a gentle swing of the body, as if in 
cadence with her song, for it was a rapid rhapsody, in the most 
flowery gypsy dialect, rather than a sober detail of facts. Her 
meaning only, I profess to give, as indeed I do in all the narratives 
or speeches of my native acquaintances ; but without further preface 
we will enter in GuMM’s tale. 

*^The wretdiedness of a hamhan^s lifemylordcannotmider- 

rather than of feelings, 

I wis a child, much of the age of thi^ girl, when I was stolen 
from my parents : all I can remember is, that my father was a man 
of some consideration, the head of a village, or the dhnd, of a tap^ 
fa : the id&e of my birth is marked by tlmt troubled period, when 
tlie whole hill region was excited by the unnatural rebellion of 
Brij ErAj against his father Ranjit Deo ; the Deo Rajah, bringing 
into, our on one side or other, as friends or as foeg, the 

eqt^drohs of the different Sikl|| Misals. The Chiefs of Chamba, 
Nurphr, KAngrl, and Basaihar aided their brother Rajah, and un- 
wisely they let into %e cotifederaGy, the leaders of the Dhani Mi- 
sal, thus opening to the wily enemy, as friends, the fastnesses of our 
country, and shewing them the road, when they should find it con- 
veineat ^ meet us as foes ; Churut Singh, the grandfather of Ran- 
jit Smgh, the pf^sMt RidM^Hvas the chief supporter of the rebelli- 
ous Brij RAj ; he (Churut Singh) was a wary pimdcnt soldier, and 
might have effected his nefarious designs, had not his career been 
cut short by the bursting of his matchlock. iSre day that he died I 
- hai^e heard was the day of my birth, and even now do I recollect 
the first joyous days of my childliood, when bounding over the, crags, 
or gathering wild flowers on the mountain sides, I gained that 
strength of constitution, and that knowledge of plants ' tS^t has 
since stood me in such stead ; one sister and one brother were my 
playqaates, the former Avas younger, and the latter four years older 
than" myself — what may have been my sister’s, my father’s, mo- 
ther’s fate 1 know not ; my uoble brother felh a^' brother should, in 
resisting the raAushers of his sbter. , - 

The party that carried uae o£, had been sent by the villain, Jai 
Singh Banghi, on die ‘accursed errand of murdering parents, to 
steal their children for yutposee of prostitution ; it is needless to 
wound the feelings of my lord, or to rack my own soul with a detail 
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of w!hat I differed ; neither my youtli, nor my mnocenec could iitv® 
me, neither my teariSs, nor my throats ooiikl torn the nithlesa savage 
from Ms purpo?ie ; iiiore than once 1 attempted self-destmetion, but 
I was watcliecu and food was forced down my throat, and finally 1 
became the rained thing ymi see me. Yes, before womanhood had 
fairly grown upon me, I was a withered, liopeM^, broken-heart«4 
creature, ashamed to return to my father’s hwe,.,' eyw iditmld; 1 
succeed in ewading the •watohfulneEis my kmpem,* ind 
garded even by my despoiler, and tlnrown aside for another and a 
later wiclim. Short, however, wus the interval of comparative hap- 
piness, quiet and scditarinos that 1 enjoyed, when 1 was, u 
worn-out garment, parted with to an old kmekaniy as jmyment 
for the services of her squad at a festival. I was now, virtually th# 
slave of a devil (b)\ of one who, tho' of my own sex, W 

the slightest feeling of rigiit, who would have sold her own daughter 
to prostitution, or given the child of her bosom, if postihle, t(j a 
worse fate. The life I led with her y^nrs, you may ima- 
gine ; I ndehed hdove in silken vestments and 

sparkling with jewels, ^ nil’ beholdei's ; I danced before 

Ranjit Skgh himsdf, nn4 Wore his father YMia tSmgh ; hut wWle 
miles wen-* my brow, and laughter cm my beart wm 

breaking, and I w^as exerting myself in the hope that life’s cord would 
snap, and I should end my days in their presimre. Kuhihanh yi.d 
nd<dt girls disgriice not the dwelling of my lord ; but he is doubtless , 
aware of the scenes that da‘ily and nightly otx*ur at ULaur ; how he, 
whom they call Maharajah, doses wretched girls, 
and mere mfante wifla the strongest liquors, indeed with liquid fire, 
and seta them to squ^bMe r how Jdi decency is banished from 
the presence, all shame is mocked at. Even now* 1 bhidi to suv 
how often T have taken part in such seeiics, how, intoxicated with. 
hhayuj, or with liquor, I have been niost. riot(jus of the roysk'ring 
cr€w, so much so that I became a favounte, and had a jdy\r aswgn- 
edme ; J iniglit even have tunied the fables oa my but 

no time or habitude could i^concile me to my T)Ositiun, and ihoi.^ir 
the. drunken Guldhi was favourite of the thirhdr. the same 
bi was n':/i|£dl lifeless creature wh^' m her senses \ and wM 
more than mw .templed on lus a sullen efengtrons inmate. My 
lue thus lovmimiif Ay ,tr^ment became, if p(»ble, worA' r shof 
was daily a p])lk'cl to twy mouth (c), and had they sapp<^ed tbit I 
could have endured heavier wesponi^, Eueli would have been ®p|>lk4 > 
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as it yvm, the nights that were not passed in debauchery were occu- 
pied in” grinding grain for the other inmates of the brothel, or in 
plaiting the hair of a younger or more favoured kanizak ; sleep was 
thought unnecessary to me, and often, after haying during the long 
weary night turned my coarse stone, I have been dragged off my 
wretched cMrpdt to make way for another, or to tend, dress or 
adorn one of my companions, or to louse my fat mistress while she 
dosed away the day. Such a life could not long last : how my 
frame totained it for such a term of years I can scarce under- 
stand, at leagth^the long looked for opportunity occurred, and I 
fled across the Suteluj, and for several ytoS remained concealed at 
Ludiana ; for a time and by steal tli I was obliged tp follow the prac- 
tices of my adopted tribe to prevent stan^ation hut ipy loathing 
was not the less that sudi should be my calling. It was during this 
time that I purchased, with one of the ornaments I had carried off 
with me, a young boy from a strolling party, who had evidently 
stolen him for the Lahaur market ; the lad grew and gained on me, 
and was to ihe as a son, more loving than a hundred natural ,born 
children j he was to me as my breath, the one thing that loved 
me — ^that I loved — one bfii]^ that knew me and knew not of 
my shame ; he called me mother and believed me to be so, and clung 
to me with a girlish fondness, hut he was a bold and a fearless lad, 
and whenever J would let him from my sight, he would be runniug 
erranik fpt tile police peon4^^i^ sawdrs' horses tp water, 

and making himself so useful that Prabliu was ip#a. a w^-knpwn 
character, was trusted to clean the soldiers* arms, and could, as a 
boy, ride the most imruly horsp, so that a fair opening offered for 
service with the British. But, outcast as I was, and estranged as 
I had hoMae to my o%n land, my heart stffl yearned after my na- 
tive hills ; and feeling now that time had done its work ^yppn 
me, that little of my former attritions remained, and that I ran 
no danger of detection, I determined to endeavour to seek my long- 
lost home; but the same five- and- twenty years that<|i|| parsed over 
my head, had caused its changes in tlie whole range of hills ; so 
tiiat with years of cai'e, of toil, of scarcliing and of peril, I oopld 
trace nothing of my father's fate, and gain no clue to the scite of 
my birth-place. Wiile wandering on the lully country, chanoe 
threw us on a pai-ty of the K^gr^ Rajah’s troops then retlitexhg 
feomaforay; loyPrabhu urged me to allow him to Joi^^^eir 
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ranks and I coateited; witMn a inontli he waw taken. pnBoner in 
repelling an inroad of the 8ikhi (<3f),and tu frighten others from the 
K^ngxi imkft, my son with othm was tied up to trees to l>e used 
as marks by their coward captors. Disguis^ed in male attire as a 
foqiT^ I had followed thi^ course, and soon as I leamt the dread- 
ful intention, I flew to KAngri, I painted the dnef the disgrace 
it would bring on his if he allowed to fee .isaciitodhha^ 
who had ventured their liv^ in Hs owse. A 
vailed, dangerous m was the service, the Rajah himself, with a 
chos^ beard, took tihe field, and by a long and rapid march emne 
up afet the slaughter had commenced, but still in time tu save my 
hoy ; the cow^ardly butchers fled, leaving some twenty dead on the 
field, for thoughtless of danger, and uiiconscions of the vidbahy of 
an enemy, the Sikhs were taken completely by surpri»» 
and, as yon are aware, the Rajali of Kangra became 
in his own hall, his troops wm hardly his own, and his ami 
most faithful followers were daily or cut m one pre- 

tence or another ; on a fake acettsidion of adultmy, m fidse as hit 
own false heart, the idlkk had my son seized (e), and 

ordered tJ^at he should be thrown from the top of a b^h tower t 
Idiat the tale is to myself wcMad^ul*---j»y I wil Mve 

until my hands are dyed in tlie blood of the edfclifeocW false- 
hearted miscreant, Prabhu was a powcriul mat^^ a giant in 
strength, he was the hero and the prhk of Kangra ; it was, ilicre- 
fore, ditficult tu find executioners, the deed ’was however done, my 
hoy w^as thrown over tlie battlement, but his struggles 
that he did not ckttr the balustrade to which he clung and finally 
«sconi^g h&i^«lf <m it; his assasafilns feared to ap- 
he shouldMrag them with himself to debtrucliou ; 
they endCkvtrtr^ to entice him up, but until they wmt to Gulab 
Eipgh and with an assurance of full pardon, he not, 

fee spoke not ; when the signet was however shewn and ft solemn 
pfe^e <f Bafoty given, be ckmbered again to the fatal roof, and 
before his footing Vv'its recovered, the mcnstci:' fvl! mi liim, und ihu** 
hmied felm far over the parapet and clear uf itll irnptdiim uts. Lii* 
was at otu^-'cxtinct, in place of my b^iitiful, my maniy boji I 
ed up a ^ hvid flesh, and could scarce recognise the cotpe 
of my child/*^ 

This last portlc»;’'’rf,;Ghdl^ $tory wm mwtedy 'it^thed mih 



but a» a ctiihtM- 
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while with clenched hand, distended nostiils and veins, and eye® 
pouring out very fire, the bereaved woman called down curses on 
those who had again darkened her lone house ; who had put out 
the one solitary lamp that cheered her quite desolate condition — 
” Yes, bis day shall come, when his own son shall fall and their day 
will come, cowards and traitors have they ever been ; they have 
risen on the ruin, the murder of all that was noble around^ them ; 
where ha^^Ve they ever shewn manhood ? no, it was ever by fraud, by 
falsehood, by sowing dissension, by setting son against father or 
brib^ |he ^ to Ms master ; it was thus and not in 

the fab* field, that they have gaMed th^ 'm the Mughuls 

hunted them as foxes ,* the Afghans drove th^ as sheep before 
them ; Nadir Shdh and his Persians heeded them not, and the very 
Mahrdth^ in the first rise of their fortune and pride of their infan- 
cy, passed through their hordes as a whirlwind. The farangi 
Jaj Thomas, when he held Hdnsi, said he could seize the Panjab 
with twP thonsiipd men \ and so he could, and so will some brave 
man yet, and niy old eyes will yet see their temples defiled ^d their 
tanks sprinkled with the blood of their own accursed sect ; did 1 
not live in such a liope^ this day would end the career of Guldbi. 
But let me end my tale while sense yet remains to do so, for it is 
not always that my strength can hear such opening of my wounds.’ 
I was penopitt^ to remove corpse, I burned it, and fled far from 
K^ngrA, ; wandered I knew not. whither, nor do I Icuow now how long, 
but years have elapsed, rpoons and moons have rolled over me i the 
dew of night has wet my head, and the hot sun of day has scorched 
me ; nightly have I watched 3 tar after star arise, gain their utmost 
height, qnd sink again towards the west;" seldom indeed have my 
eyes closed until the morning appeared, an^ the blush of dawn lias 
often gilded my cM/ydf before T had laid myself on it. And Ml 
these long wakeful hours, one thought, one. hope was on my isoul — 
vengeance ! .My subsistence was gained by gathering ferhs, and, 
as wpt urged me, carrying them to the neai*est Z>a?^: for sale ; it 
was while Miua employed, the opportunity occurred of saving the 
EMii's lov% daughter — one bright spot in my long life of 
sery.” ^ ' 

She ceasiad, and with outstretched arms and clenched handf the 
forlorn creature threw kersedf on the ground with her harei^re- 
head on the earth, and thus remained for several minutes iu sileiace. 
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for I couM noft break the sanetity of her e^nef* nor did I attempt 
by words to effect impossibilities^ but I let nature have its 'way; gra- 
dually recovering, the poor woman resumed her position, and w- 
by my looks how much I commisserated her, she lyowed in 
grateful silence and wrfcdrew. * 

Many a tale of hemeif and others did #iie old woman teE mt, 
and much light did she throw on mj mind in to the 

fill crime of cbild**ste&!ig, so common in all the hi&y tra^ of the 
East, which ate made to furnish regular supplies, not only for the 
zananMi of grandees, but for the brothels of the plains, 

Chanda Kanwar, the old Rani too, wiled away many an other- 
wise weary hour with tales of the former gmndeur of her iMpse, 
with legends of Kllngti and narrations of the feuds of the Cftu- 
bans and Rathors (/), of Moslem wiles and of Slkli treachery ., the 
last as being freshest in memory was most hitrtely dsealt out, and 
triumphantly did the old lady exclaim, n^er by force or 

by fair fighting could the dogs Mve finxnd entrance ; didw’enot 
after a twelve mcmih’s ^ege, Akbar^ the Great Emperor of 
Dehli, from before <mr motmtiife fetness, did not the Gurkhts, bold 
as lidfiSi ill vafei seek an entrance, and fnxiti^lj, by fadne by. 
sword, endeavour to induce suiTciulor ? But the ani flie gold of 
the Sikh pre%"ailed ; he plunders one to bribe another, and employs 
tlic victim of ye.sterdny tn dreoyor destroy olh(.T=5 and others; thus 
has his tide swelled until the Panjlb has no longer bounds for Ids 
pride and ambition, it remains to see what game he'U play with die 
fatangi, but though it swept with it me and mine^ mi 
the my ' would' welcc^ji’ of 

for^l^ers that shooM iwt mi btanch cf the accursed Sikhs 
from the earth.” 

, In such tevarsation, with occasionally a song from Gulibl 
or horn the sweet 1^ of Miditfib, my lied of sickness was c&ercd ; 
suid even when my strength was so far renewed, as to allcrw eff mj 
leaving it, the difficalties of niy position, and the great accumnk- 
tkm <ltf ,a 3 Tears of business could IiJirdly draw me fi-om the magic 
circle rf mjr mnandki daily, howev», reports came in andrumoro 
thickened thid told me it was time to be up and stirring. 

Two hud ^elapsed from the day of the ciitaifr^he’, when 

I ordered a M my twpi,, and §c^ down tte ranks' m 

a gently mbiaig my heart glowed at th^ loiid ihouM ^ 
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welcome that greeted me, and the satisfaction, nay delight, that ap« 
peared in the eyes of my men, the few even who would have drank 
my^Iood deemed it prudent to put on holiday face6 ; — I knew them 
howevei* and was not deceived. 

'^On the turfy sward, I had that evening laid out a feast for those 
who were present at the morning's parade; and the rich kahabs and 
puldos, and cloying sweetmeats, supplied in profusion, did not satisfy 
the soldiery less than did my warm thanks and grateful praises 
of the inomin^ ; with their helHes full they were all heroes, each 
Was ready to % down fcs for inn and every man of them would 
follow me to Roum ; nay beyond the Mld-pdm. Your metal may 
he tried yet.my men, mused I, and then I contemplated as 1 gazed 
on the rough rude creatures, on their generally spare sinewy foto, 
reflected hy the bright moonlight in all degrees of relief, how ma- 
ny of them were really my friends ; how many, in an hour of need, 
would place his body between mine ’and the impending blow ; and 
then my musxhgs took a more general turn, on the extraordinary 
engine of mercenary army; by what magic influence it is kept to- 
gether; how small a spark has destroyed the fabric of years, how 
little is required to soothe and to gratify rude minds, and how little 
to rouse and irritate them. And then I wondered if the English 
ever cast these ideas in their minds, and if it ever occurs to them, 
that an mjp^dous or tyrannic^ officer at the head of their troops, 
or civil relations, is worse than useless, he is a firebrand and in a 
day may destroy their whole goodly fabric — to pcjnsion such a one, 
to reward him for making himself scarce would be great gain. In 
such cogitations I sauntered between tbe ranks of feeders, until 
my tired, limbs told me it was time to move, and the noisy symip- 
toms of repletion warned me tliat tlie feast was over. 


NOTES. 


(a) The story of Kaugra may not be uninteresting, as a sampW of the Sikh 
in the hills. i > 

1 ?: H the Kangra Raja, was heseiged by the OUrkhas in A. J>. 1809, 

ahd in his dlHIciilty solicited Sikh assistance ; Ranjit Sii;igh with his troops, ar- 
rived before tlie mountain fastness, where the Ghrkhas had taken up their posi- 
tion ; but Sansar Cliand now shrank from admitting so unsafe an ally as the 
Maharajah into his citadel : hia son, how-ever, UtirSdh Cliaiid was in the.;]^de 
of Rahjit, who depending on the apprehension he thus inspired jpadt -I^ISoId 
rush at the gate, obtained an entrance, aad immediately substituted A 
«f his own, for that of Saasdr Chand. - 
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KanjSt left the chk?^ the civil pot^esslon of his own territory# how^w# 

fixed tribnt©. On the dcatii of San&lr Chand, nnr<idh Clmml isiiccoeded* and 
held biick from paying the doittaiided by K^nJU ; evontualiy he yhdd- 

ed tnd paid a kc of rupees. Three year® after on his sisters tseing densand- 
ed Itt marriage ior relttuves of Dhyiti Siugh’s^ UurMh Chand tied ^anm the 
fcJutelyJ, abaiidomog his terribly to the mercy of the Sikhs who i<*>t no timt ia 
seking so valuable a posseeslm, Kdngrd has ever since faniveti an integral part 
of the Sikh dominions. AaOther trait Illustrative of the policy^ I bf;^rtow 

from the Journal of iL-k&fefihmt A. Cii:i|aftl|Ehami gken in ^ “CX. A^alk 
dety Journal s 

On the top of the. piuis I saw a gibbet with two cages, coetaining tbe'skull 
of ThwSas Utei hk ii^idiew, the chiefs of Poonch, who had ior a long time resist- 
ed the eocsepiadhtoent^ of the Jammu family. A price was set upou their heads 
by Oukb Singh, but, from their known bravery no one dated attack them open- 
ly ; and they were at last killed, while asleep, and their heads carried to HmMb 
Singh, who ordered them to be auspeaded from the Bheembar pass ” 

(b) Prostitution in th» east does not nild-il (ill tiie horrora and etils t!>at it 

does in Eogland, the system b tomewhwt like that in Fraace, h recognized aud 
licensed portion of the state ; poverty and disease, rhereforc do wot prevail to so 
fearful an extent as in Irondon. But tt'rriblo, iiiik xwe the tales iji8/’lc>3i#d by the 
wretched beings devoted to this odious ,a|b€ a new feature in it ha# of 

late years been diacxivered iu tlic- trade of aieiirJlwnMrc. Ilajot' Stecmank report on 
thii subject shews a regularly organised sysuuii for the murder of parents, that 
tlie ebUdren twy be procurad for the mopt digiai.ling purposes* ^4 
Crawfbrd*# On oriental slavery, disclohe a “ myf-t^y of“ m the 

Same head. Tlio victim.*i In whatever w'ay obtained, are 6dlucat«<TW their vf^ca- 
tion, their entire proceeds fronxg to their employees, wbo foster and deck them out 
in proportion to tbeir bcdiify. When no longer profitable, they are i-avt aJnfr, 
i V arc employed in the most menial oSHcea by their owners. In r.'j ooiuury in 
the east does prostitution appear to be so much legalized as in the Fanj&b nor 
does it any wheit* exist to so great and unblushing an extent. In the countries 
East of the Indus the slave trade is limited in a great measure to the parcliate 
and sale of glrk for the purposes of prcnititutimi, or £at the ^ 

of tlie great, but westward of that river, specially in tlie countriff bi^rderiug up- 
on 'I’arkiatftii, men and women are cf|ua!ly mad« the c»t barter. To et> 

great am ex teat was this traffic carried ou at Herat before the a.'rivjil of the Bri- 
tish mission there fn I?39, that fipwards of twelve tlioiisand (l:.bO(Kj} pt rmu^ arc 
said to have been mid to Khiva from that city and its euviroaa, after the siege, 
and so general the trade that Shah Kamran himself , and fWo o€ bk officers, 
were the only persons ia tlie city, who were »t>t skve ; the 

chief of them being Yar Mahhmtid* the MlulS(tor a»d virt^ rokr ; 12* 14, and 
20 slaves were often given for a burse*. 

(c) The common ignomiatmw punishment in the eiifit, idiomatically called 

*• (‘ftting the shoe.’" Gulabee’s dferlptlw of her own employments is latken from 
the life ; the dully supply of corn for each family is grtmmd in a heavy hand*mtft 
almost always by woiueu. The fact that no store of fi<mr is prepar«f4 ihettl Kfhy 
Moses forbad the miliflom© to be takeh m a pMf«, ** for h« uketh.a’itm’s tifo 
to pledge all nif ht the sound of the mill amy fee heard m $ h^w®, a mm\t 
lamp burning bwidt Ttlk must fee rcm«bertd to tk» 
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denounciation of scripture, “ The sound of the mill- stone shall be heard no more 
at all in tliee, and the light of a candle sliall shine no more at all in thee.” 

As to Gulabee’e other tasks I have often seen such sights in a street, at mid- 
day; ** the mistress of beauty” reclining at case •while her servant cleaned and 
adorned her hair. This do6s not, of course, apply to the upper class of women 
who are secluded, but in India, no one of whatever rank performs for himself or 
herself, any office it is possible to get any body else to do, 

(d) Although this most horrid crime is by no means uncommon in many 
parts of Hindustan, the extent and effrontery with -which the abomination is 
practiced in the countries west of the Sutlege exceeds belief. 

Tbd Kangr5 history has been briefly explained under tlie head of Sansflr 
Chkndv; halftfi:ee> half-eiislaved, end lieble to constant insult and plunder from 
fltberberous goV^dMehljl;, It had Sittsll security i^aihst the inroads of the Sikhs. 

(e) Give every man his due. The Haja has no receipt to this tale, and the 
odium thereof ; but the incident is generally believed- to be true not of a Sikh, 
but of a so called Christian Governor under the Panjflb rtile. This man, it is 
said, sent two men to fetch a woman for his own purposes ; they violated their 
charge, one was differently puttished, the other was put to death in the man- 
ner here described. 

(/) Tlival Kajpilt tribes, in ancient days ; I cannpt ascertain the time when 
great nunibers of the Chouhflns embraced Mahomedaniam, but most of the mixed 
Mahomedah tribes on the banks of the Sutlej of the present day, claim descent 
from them. 

In the Ayeen Akberry there is a list of seven Chouhfln Princes, who reigned 
at Delhi, ending with Pitorah, who wis defeated (having before gained seven 
pitched battles from the Moslem) by Sultdn Mooyu-ed-deen Sani, at the battle of 
Thanesur, A* H. 588 ; but it was the great Alla-ud-deen who quite broke the 
power of the Clan ; during his reign of twenty years he destroyed no less than 
eight principalities. 

Tq tbe iuteresriog pasMgejs otTddd I details bf the glories of the 

Chouhcais and MhuxiareB* ' ; 

(y) Don Quixote^s lessons on propriety to his squire, aire much needed in the 
east, where the eructations” that scandalized the Knight of La Mancha, are con- 
sidered no breach of decorum, but rather, after a good dinner, are a tribute to 
the hospitality of the host. Shade of Abernethy 1 unmasticated and indi- 
gestible viands then fill the paunch 1 ^ 
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A mrd to ihe Fmt offers a i^eitM .pem*-^Bme mce0mi of a '% 

wMch aU men are, hme h&m, or will he, VuMe, mA therefore of unioerml 
storm , 


** Are spawn’d in cemrt by ba*e intrjgue«» and baser 
Hirelings, who live by lies on good men’s Hree,^ 

** If not thy sister— would’fit thou save— 

'Aly life, or bid me by thy slave.’* 


“ Whence is woman’s conw^ ten I 
"What can mabe te ? 

'Whence doe# Vfeakn;est spiingi, 

Wherefbre does 'twte and ding 

Hound a stronger, dearer am, 

thm^r, »i5«?iire from harm f 
W by does vouiaii love her lioinc? 

Why wdil woman fearless roam? 

W by does wobjao glory prire ? 

How can nvoman fame despise ? 

** Because within a woman’s soul, 

I.ove can every fear ccmtroul ; 

Because ’tis love's ddightful law 
, Hrom him she loves 
Hor him h^aie' k d^r, 

''■With Mm her tocie is any vthets : ; 

, 3Pk? hlffli she loves and seeks renown, 

■ she scorns a monarch’s crowb. 

-emry changing, outward mood, 
Love hi her spring of IB and goodf I** 

*' Soooer than such as He should dwcU, 
Within our ftnelent citadel, 

Let fire consume bo^ roof and wall, 

And bury us beneath t^ielr kti.’’ 






Fmm* 


I must n.ow t0 the capital awd Acw tke «tite of afkirs 
them as they affect^ mCemsstI j aad dak cto he Imif 
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done by furnisHng a translation of some of CMnd Khiln’s repoxts, 
a summary of which, after compliments, was to this effect : '' Bless- 
ed be Allah that my master's life has been saved, and that the 
Sikh dog has met his desert, but it would have been better, my 
lord, to have put him out of the Tvay quietly (a), (and there are a 
hundred modes of doing so,) than to rouse ‘the hornet’s nest you 
have done. There’s not a ruffian about hahaur, that adds Singh to 
his villain name, but affects to desire your blood. Nand Singh had, 
many friends, they are, of course, determined on your ruin ; the 
strict KMlsA Sikhs also look on your deed with horror, little less 
than if you had killed a cow ; and last come the mob, loud in the. 
cry for justice. So far Kanjit Singh has stoodr yo®ir . friend, but I 
ti’enxhle to think how long he can withstand the appeals of those 
around him — and, but that I I could, best serve my lord’^ 

cause by my absence, he should, ere this,,, have ^eeh Chand Khan 
with a hundred stout followers at his feet. The times fire difficult,^ 
and .knowing that prevention is better than cure,. I am. 
paying handsomely in all directions without respect to friend or foe ; 
if we disarm the latter, we shall not need the formei" — ^but let your 
servant implore you to be cautious, the friends of Nand Singh are. 
throwing about their bags of rupees, and in a high quarter it is be- 
ing attempted to take advantage of the times, to acquire Kangra. 
Suchet Singh has even, I understand, moved off quietly in your di- 
rection, and hUvS appointed several detachments to concentrate and 
join him in your neighbourhood, in tbe expectation that, ere he 
reaches, a panedna, for your disgrace, will have been wrung from 
the Malxarajah. Even this morning when the durhar: was cleared 
of all but some few of the conhdential Members, I heard from with- 
out, that loud words were passing, and even could hear Ranjit ■ 
Singh say, that he thought you quite right in what yoU ,lad 
done, and tliat you had only failed in not informing him i Ipat he 
wished he had many servants like Bellasis, who dealt equally with^ 
all sects, with the rich and the poor, and neither enjoyed cutting off 
men's lithbs, nor confiscating their property. The Maharajah was, 
excited, and his wai’intli w'as in full equalled by that of his Vaztrs, 
the chief of whom taunted him (p) with infidelitj', of sacrificing his 
own sect and pampering infidels ; Banjit affected not to observ'e the 
insolent remark, but said he should fine you, for exceeding your au- 
thority Such scenes as these, my lord, will be daily enacted, and 
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llie result will be tlmt u parwam will be givcii ; when it. I $hM 
decamp, liope to reach Kingri before it dov^. However, on no 
accouut obey : — remeral^r the order will have been, extracted from 
the Ruler ; and that it farthof^t from bl« desire that you sliould 
attend to it ; if, however, yem are so far mipled to yield up yoiar 
post, or, if on the strength of the royal semai, Clisfri m vrraited 
from you, my lord's life is not wortlj to bour^ B$mm 

and theix ends esan he best efeeted by ymtr dmtb. ; and pme ^Ul 
eiiher ^ kUtmt rebellion, or die of pour wounds, it matters 

little that not a sword be drawn, sufficient witnesses will aver to 
all that is required. For myself, I have been tainpered with, thy 
servant has been thought so meanly of that filthy rupoet Iwc 
been offered to induce me to desert my master’s intereitis''-'!'iO' kll 
my lord’s counsel— even to be still — the Doga I • I hate the 
more that they should suppose me the miscretot'' are them- 
selves, they look on a Pathin as a pwchutobfe commodity, they 
forget that ho is so otdy when k a fereed subject, an unwilling* 
servant ; but that for hk 'Chi^, or the Leader of his 

heart, he would spiR Ms lilek blood.'’ 

'feyl feSevehe's honest, mused I j and if hek he it k- 
dt^d a wretch ; ' fiwkwTtrd newa.'Ull iMs,;- ttt . M'tnie ' what die 
Raja and the Ftiqir 6?iy ; the former*!* note being first opened, I 
thus read. “Health to my friend and wtll-wa>-her, tho brave 
and wise Cokiiud Bvlktsis, a meeting with whom i am mo^t desir- 
ous of effecting. All the friends of the noble Wildpti have b#n 
stricken by grief at the intelHgonoe of hk illness, and are row 
tbankfolafhk recovery; if cha.n]^ of far and u (xdder climaU- , 
wrould beueftt my friend, Jammu, Cbamba and all we have is at 
fiis serdee. The death of Xund hiinuh was an unfortunate acci- 
dent. is it true that in a mutiny of the Soldiers h^ 
doubt nvy friend can clear up Uie matter, ,tb^ 

MahArAja’s is clouded, and his to kiiow 

wlmt punishrruint ku? l>con inflicted on the mikdererii. What 
vwn thy w^cll v.bber s^ay mare‘ than tViut during thy absence he 
deshw iiov^Ator happiness than to 'receive thy pk^surc-glvkg 
epistles.'*’’ '"’f^The wary Baja I and does he indeed think: me m 
n< to be entrafua d in Jummu md to clank pfty by 

the side of l«k native c:-ptiv.'^ ? No, if I fall into hm iww it 
not be alive, find with uw wpse wdeome to do Iw 
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utmost/' Thus I ruminated while I unrolled the folds of the 
Faqir's note and spelt its cypher's, which ran to this effect, Af- 
tet wannest expressions for my friend's welfare, and hopes of an 
happy interview, his weE- wisher the Faqir, who is as nothing, 
would hint to the wise Bellasis that in putting to death Nand 
Sing, he acted inconsiderately and may thereby bring himself into 
trouble. This friendly epistle is however not intended to disturb, 
but to caution the S^hih, lest peradventure greater evil conie : His 
Highness, feivors hi^ servant and trusts his confidential agent ; he 
hi(S me therefore remind you of the instructions you have re- 
ceived, and on receipt of this note, desire that you take them out, 
knd again read them line by line, word by word, and refieqt on 
their import : — the wise are exalted, the faithful meet with re- 
ward ; what more is needed, the comprehensive mind of B^asis 
must understand/' You deal in riddles Faqiijee, mused I, but 
I presume that it is the intention to make a cat's paw of me, to 
orfar me to ^ve up my post and intend that I sho|ld not obey, an 
awkward enough predicament for an Unfiiended / man ; in the 
midst of such a nest of intriguers, hoWiev^^ I'll do as seemeth 
right, and leave the result to Providence. Again I took up the 
cover of Chand Khan’s letter and perceived a small slip of paper 
which h^d before escaped my notice ; on it W£^ written, in evident 
exdtteent, these few lines i '" This moment I have Itont that 
an order has been given in favor of Sachet Sing and that you are 
no longer Governor of Kingra : — your servant has already written 
MIy ; repetition is needless ; may my noble master prosper ; 
^is^smaat Watches his interests and is all aimety to join/* I 
expected as much and was therefore by no means disconcerted ; 
to gain ever then the ^tion generally opposed to the Rajahs^ and 
to affect the neutrals in my favour, was now my game, ^d no 
longer to waste my means by attempting to ke^/ terms with 
powerM enemies ; I therefore at once winteoff to,^ 
and dedbfeChhm to open a dose communication with the Bhaes 
Rant Singh md Gobmd and al^p to offer my best services, 
to Fatteh Sh% min and Khodtod Shtgh, as well as to the tftaree 
and Sandanwda Sirdars ; to Hesna Singh M^jetea, I myself 
as follows r — " The fame of L^m Singh has burst the boumite of 
the PanjIb, it has swept to the furthest corners of H|^|hstaa, 
said has reached the western countries, where the vrise iuen pant 
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to become acquainted with the Plato of the age, the Aristotle of 
the east ; — ^Thy friend and well wisher, oh most excellent Sirdar ! 
is a poor unfriended foreigner, trusting alone to his good sword, 
his clean hands and his undaunted heart ; but more so to the 
justice and the discernment of the great monarch of the Panjah 
and his trusty counsellors and Sirdars, among, whom, who more 
wise, more valiant, who a tiustier cpmrade, a more confidential 
adviser, than Lena Singh : the Sirdar need not to be told of the 
late events at Kangra and of the storm that gathers around his 
well wisher, who remenabering the late kindness of his friend, re- 
minds him that the hour of adversity is the time to discover friends, 
to recognize enemies, and, that counting on Lena Singh as 
among the staunchest of the former, he now olFers to him a treaty 
and hinds himself by the most sacred pledge to requite four fold, 
in his need, any aid ndw offered to Kangra. To dilate farther 
would be disrespectful.'"’ 


Having thus taken my measures, and having, as far as my 
strength permitted, visited my posts, thrown up a traverse here, 
sprinkled crow’s feet there, cleared away some rubbish and inter- 
vening buildangs, and having seen that my granaries were well 
stofddi and tht^t, on commanding points, large heaps, of rocks 
and stones were collected, I told off my troops to their i*espective 
posts, desiring that a vigilant look out should be kept, and with 
small bodies of horse I swept the country, to feel its pulse and to 
acquire the earliest intelligence of fiiend or foe. While thus 
bu^y occupied I almost forgot in my restored strcmjg^h,^ the kmd 




nurses imd, tender companions of my long coir^Bsc^me , 

llpy r^foest, still occupied a sort of wing of the la%e old buMlfig 
in which I dwelt ; but whom for many days I had not seen. One 


afternoon affe# a peculiarly heavy day’s work, I was enjoying 
the air from a Wemiy, a step lower than the gentol terraced 
rtrtff of the bmlding which, in delicacy to- the^smales, I now 
avoidedi Tleclining half asleep and still trying to rouse myself / 1 
was startled by the words of the following song, in the voice of 
the chfid Mahtab Konwur ; there was a pensiveness and a sadness 
in her tmaes, that if I had considered her as more than a child, 
wouldhave&d me to suppose she had found the herd of her 
choice 
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So 

1 

* My mother bids me seek a spouse, 

To whom to give my maidea vows ; 

Rajas and Thakoors, waiting near, 

Abide my choice twixt hope and fean 

2 . 

« Within my heart a gem lies hid, 

For him ’twill glow who lifts the iid ; 

Within my breast a fountain sleeps, 

For him ’twill gush who opes its deeps. 

'■ * S, 

‘ ! ** Within my soul I feel a power, 

To love through every changeful hoar ; 

But none has waked that slumbering mightj 
Or kindled that still sleeping light. 

4 . 

A vision visits oft my dreams, 

A bright and manly form it seems ; 

Bat when the expectant crowd draw near, 

Will Such a form mid them appear ? 

5 . 

“ Then who shall wear the nuptial wreath, 

Jf none can make affection’s breath ? 

No, rather let me still abide, 

A maiden by my mother’s sid^*’ 

to intrude, but still uttable to restrain myself, I as- 
cended tbe little flight of steps that lead to the terrace, and found 
the gentle girl in tears ; she started at seeing me, and, unlike her 
former tender mid affectionate manner, she seemed annoyed at my 
, a^t?oach,^and did all but repulse ’my intrusion. “ What ails riiy gen- 
^ Jlfeiltt^b, sweet cliild has aught distressed thee ?” “ Salhb, thy 

m not a child, and it beseems her not to be ffius seen ydth 
man.*^^ '‘ forgive me, sweetest, if I have oflbiideJ, but the wt>rds 

Hindoo women of distinction, by ancient at %eil as existing 
were not debarred the sight. When a female of the royal race waa 
^ marmgeable, or sappoeed. to possess a discrlmlnatlAg she was con- 

ducted to an apartai^t, irh*Te .mat^ youths oihm fywti tribe were assem- 
“ bled, and being dashed to fSswa them her future husband, she distfe 
‘‘-guished the other pardalftyhy 0*rt^irlhgoisfer his neck a wreath of 
Thi$ I am iaforiat^ Ikme heaa observed within th^ late 

Taajmre.*^ . 

.»i . Forster's 
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of tliy song, and more, their tones decoyed me ; each melancholy 
ditty ill becomes my joyons Malitab.” 

Leave me. Sahib, and intrude not thus on my privacy ; 
true we are your guestB, and eat of your bounty, but my lord 
has not before dealt thus with the poor daughter of Kkngvh/* 
There was something in the tone that thtew on me a flood 
of light. ** Tell’ fce my my sweet girl, fe thy heart 

engaged I I would be thy friend, and would die to save thy 
pure he^ a pong/' She proudly answered, Engaged ! a Rajpoot 
maiden^ unasked to pledge her heart” — ^but tlie effort was too 
much ; she had too long striven, against nature, to appear uncon- 
cenied, her strength failed, and she fell at my feety lifeless. Dis- 
tressed beyond meagre, but unwilling to bring witnessed to the 
scene, I hurried away for water and other restoratives; £ hl#^d her 
temples, bathed her hands and head, an^ afcla^,. hj my d^ght, saw 
signs of returning life, incoherently she uttered, but the words and 
syllables told me her young Iieart was mine, and that she had looked 
on me with feelings far different from those with which I had re- 
garded her. I drew her to my bosom, and swore to cherish the 
^woet: flower to my last hour; half unconsciously nestis to*^- 
wiiiii^ me, and when her senses were wholly restored, I stifl retain- 
ed her by gentle violence. In the eonverBation that ensued I told 
more of my tale than appears in these pages, and added, that I had 
never looked on her as other than a creature separated by an impassa- 
ble barrier from myself ; but now that the flood gates of my heart 
were opimed, that I found myself loved, 1 could with truth and all 
honesty tteclare that I loved her as I had never laved 'woman ; that 
her happiness was tlic dearest desire of my heart, and that I Want- 
ed only opportunity to prove my devotion, Devotion indeed,” efx- 
clainicd Mahtab, let me be thy sister, daughter, slave, so that t 
shiill have a right to watch thy looks, to gaze upon thee, to t^dt 
thee.” '' A Ilajpufnd (e) thou, and I a Christian True, snd 
I would that thy faith were as mltie, but with thy practice, I would 
fain Iea.ni more of thy religion, and know the God that directs thy 
conduct." “The Bnni, Chunda K!owr, does she know thy secret?” 

“ My mother lias ever had my whole confidence, she savetj me 
the detested ' !^ alliance, and she applauds, she eaco-urage|fmy 
present resolve.” f*; ' Jis well, my love, for I would fhee 

against thy parent*! ; and choumstanced as I am, ght 
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by danger, and uncertain of my position for a single day, 1 would 
not involve thee in my fate. Wilt thou then agree to this ai'range- 
ment ? that for twelvemonths thou shouldest remain with thy mo- 
ther, it will afford time to prove whether thou understandest thy- 
self, whether thou art prepared to he as an outcast among thy own, 
•and to join a people to whom thou must always feel as a stranger. 
The position will be a difficult one, it will recjjpre all thy patience, 
all thy virtue, and I would not deceive thee into the idea of its be- 
ing, otherwise ; a twelvemonth will also give me a firmer footing, or 
it V® ranore me from this troubled land, and as companion of my 
edjdttrfimgs, or as Aarer of tny KAngrA-hall, thou wilt he equally 
prized.** 


My guide, my friend> thy task is a hard one ; but I be- 
lieve thee to he right, and I know thee to be true; for a twelve- 
month, then, I give thee up, and that twelvemonth will be to me a 
year of widowhood.” *‘And to me of anxious suspence love, hut we 
mu^t now separate, I, to visit my posts, and thou to tell the Mam 
of iiiis mterview/' 


Pressing the lovely girl to my heart, I htrrried from her 
presence, and in a fervour of delight ^ sea of conflicting 
emotions, I hurried around KAngrA, dashing up steep hills am'oss 
and down descents that quite appalled my followers. Wlien 
I returned to my dwelling, \^hat with the excitement and unusual 
fatigue 1 hadun^ergoufi, I down 

and courted sleep, but It me , live long night 

I tossed in feverish commotion, half sleeping, half waking, frightful 
dreams coming over me, and suddenly awakening me before I was 
aale^ ; once I dreamt that a ruffian hand was at my throat ; I 
stated tqp perc^Ved the shadow of a tall figure gliding from 
me room, I catted to the sentiy to stop the intruder, hut rit Wos 
declared that no one had enteredi that the figure w^ j^ phantom 
Of my imagination. Believing it to be so, I again laid thy^If down, 
andagwwasso awakened; unwilling however tliat my men*s 
attenti^ shoffid be excited, and believing this rime in the reality 
of what I had seen, I reclined the remainder of the night, watchiMf: 
with my arms at hand, hut was no ttirthcr disturbed : in the mo)^ 
ing I affected to acquiesce in tifc prayer tito my servants had 
m£u^ tiiat nehr my person, one of ihemselves should always iv^tch, 
in (OTjpany with-e^ one of the military sentries. ! 
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For some days nothing unusual occurred, yrhen all at once my 
Videttes came in with intelligence of the approacli of large bodies of 
ai‘med men from all directions ; I had intermediately received assur- 
ance of support from Lena Singh and from several of the hill chiefs* 
so I desired that no opposition should be offered, but simply that 
rasad should not be supplied, and that comtemt and early mtelH- 
gence should be gftei. There was not mu(^ time for fmiher 
preparatbn ; for, before night, 12,000 men sat down before 
Kangra. To meet them, I had however something above three 
thousand trained Soldiers present, and nearly as many more stout 
hearts, men ready to dispute every crag and every knoll, and 
many of them good with a matchlock at four hundred yards. 
Sachet Singh, as was expected, was at the head of the host ; he 
had another cause of enmity besides my pos^^on of ®Sagi^ 5 
I bad also Mahtab Kowr, the girl whp Ms love 

and rejected the alliance with his fam&y. To do him justice* 
Sachet Singh was a bold and a gallant looking young man, a per- 
fect soldier in appearance ^ he had many of the qualities necessary 
to a Comtu^ndef, and with a handsome person and showy habits, 
was much the man to gain the hearts of a rude soldiery, and in 
rea^f>' he was a very popular Icad^, tfc morh ao^W that not 
being very pirticular himself as to and he looked little 

to the discipline of his men, regarding every thing as light, but 
devotion to himself, and obedience to his commands. Such a 
Chief, having funds to pay his troops, has but to raise his banner 
in any cornet of the East to he quickly joined by crowds. 

Bxd; to my tale, a flag of truce was sent with the Maharaja’s 
partoaMJi^ and a polite, tho* somewhat haughty, demand for thede- 
livciy of the fbrt and territory : I denied not the apparent authenticity 
of the order, but simply remarked, that tlie Mahar^qa bad himself 
desired that I should make over the fort to none but him- 
self, and that to none other should it be yielded,” Replies, retorts 
and rejoinders passed, but I oidiy‘ repeated, that my ultimatum had 
been given, that the Raja's troops were distressing my country, 
tod m^iuested their immediate departure. Sachet , Singh’s 

camp to^tched as to half surround the rock and to cut the 

off from the f afeiiS ^d&ta, so that he blockaded the main 
to the fort : and[ bewpg a Royal pam&mh, and being himself a 
4%uitary of the fimpire and brother of the Minister, I was unwilling 
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to strike tke first blow, or to appear to court aggression ; I there- 
fore put up with*mto insolence, and even permitted his soldiery 
to visit my bazaars; strictly, however, enjoining the guards at the 
gate tp allow none but single armed men under any pretence to 
pass. Sachet Singh was a bold man, I knew he was, and I watch- 
ed him warily, I had my spies on him, as he probably had On me, 
the guards at the gates were trebled, and guns were so placed as 
to rsie the approaches from tliem to the town and works ; slow 
W^re concealed under the trails. The 

saintoet', m around, but each was 

told off his post, and every man had his orders ; one Eegiment 
was instructed to cover the guns ; another, in case of need, to pre- 
vent a junction from those of the enemy in the town with their 
brethren without ; the strong as as the weak points were 
looked to, and, in full expectation of an early = and impetuous attack, 
I awaited it in what quiet I could. 

'V ' NOTES. , 


(a) I Mtiat 4ls©laiaa ray friend Obaud Khan’al doctrines ; he writes as 

,'int. oriental man of the world, brought up in the school of expediency with pri- 
!UdiiVe «»riionia,iri ferity, and abcong, fe'elings on all points. Such a man thinks of 

the thing 
this does 

ijot bespeak the hrip the poor and 

oppressed. 

(h) Some writer, (Captain Osborne, I believe) mentionB that in 1825, when 
m join the <»n£ederaoyaigrin^ Bridsh at the time of 
aa^&rs brought Mra "woman’s apparel. In dar* 
hSr thm|a o^eti alib^Ofe of spewsh that worid astonish a European sn^t^ect. 

(r) Captain Abbott’a beftuttfnl tale of the ^ Thakorine** gi«‘es many Slhtstra- 
tlons of the li&jp6ti is, their chivalrous honor and the sacrifices the?f j^riee t6 it. 

work i refer the reader for poetry both in tnly^ot apd But even 

thej^re^ of real life afforda tales as curious as ever were inf i In proof of 
i^w^au incCdent^ communicated by a friend, in whc3Hie W^ds it follows. 
The feets appeared in the London prints for the winter of lS26-'27 ; they furnish 
a ftpeclaiea of the mode in which even the affections manifest themselves in ah 
eccentric man ; Ut it not, however, be supposed that I meant to draw 
a person who would have thus shewn his love ; though Major H’s. stroij^^ 
enduring attachment for his wife, shews that my sloty does not in this par^kdbp 
exceed nature. * 1 

* W hen I read Mahtib Konvrur’s story, 1 was rrminded of some: inri- 
dents that mado a strong impression on my yuuUiful mind. There can b#ipo 
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liarm In your publiehing them, for they appeared at the time in the London pa- 
pers, and caused a nine days wonder : they have probably long since vanished 
from the memory of all not personally interested in them, and my account will 
not any names before the pnblid. 

M^r H. was an ofBcer in the service, who served on the Madras presi- 

dlency, some thirty or forty years ago. He became attached to a native lady, 
named Fyzoo ; never I believe, regarded her with any but honorable views and 
married her. She bore him three children (one of whom is now an PiScer In the 
army,) and died, leaving the youngest, an iafaut, Who bore the mothei^a name. 
Major H quitted India upon the death Of Ms wife, and brought her remidns with 
him to England in a leaden co/Iia» Shortly after his arrival, the little Fyzoo 
likewise died, and her father had her remains in the same manner preserved. 

Every circumstance in major tt’s. story w’as peculiar, and took great hold of 
my imagination when, in my early youth, I came from a remote country*place to 
the part of Surrey, where he had hia residence. It was an old brick hQuse,^ with 
pointed roofs, raaanve window frames, tall narrow doors, winding sta^, dark 
passages, and all other approved materials for a regular hauntied houae. A high 
brick wall, with a dead gate, surrounded the garden in which the house stood; 
all was in character, the straight turf walks, the clipped jxws, the noble Linden 
trees, and the look of neglect and wildness every thing. On ringing 

for admission the gate used to be opened hf ao old woman, whose appearance 
was enough to rouse all sorts of atradge ideas in the mind of an urchin fresh 
from the country. She had been the nurse of little Fyzoo, and had, in that capa- 
city, attended h^r charge to England. As such she was much vadued by her 
master, and continued to live with him till his death, I weU remember her 
shrivelled blapk ftice, her white hair, and emaciated form ; with, her ladkn drm, 
ih itself a curiosity to my young eyes,) and her broken Eoglisli. • I be- 
lieve M^^or FL was never seen outside the widls of ]ii$ garden, and he had so 
•cut himself off from all his relatioUs and friends, that it was not generally known 
that, in that old house, he kept enshrined the bodies of his wife and daughter. 
His two elder children as they grew up, went to live with other relatives, and, hie 
sole companion was an old widow lady, as eccentric as himself. In a room with- 
in his own, a bed was laid out covered with rich Indian silks, and 
rated; ori^^tbedlay the mother and child in their long last sleep y^Wd ih this 
room. Major H. passed a greater part of his time. This, 1 believe, is the simple 
narrative, but, of course, much of mystery, and exaggeration was added to the 
atones circulated of tbe three singular characters, -»ho Inimbifod the old house, 
and the supernatfiural beings w’ho were suspected to reside with them. 

At length Major H. died, after about twenty years* of this siraDgo existence. 
His death w'as qulte'sndden, and so fnaity suspicions had been connected with his 
seclusion, that an inquest was held on bis body. Titus the scenes that had so 
long been shrouded from the pttblfc feen, were thrown open: when the officials 
came to examine the house, the two coffins were brought to light, and this disco- 
very of the remains of two human beings caused a further investigation. 

It was a strange scene on a cold December day, |hat old house thcoyrn open 
to all whom curiosity might lead there ; the bustling Magistrates and their satel- 
lites peeping and peering into every cranny for a solution of the mysteries. The 
old lady, and the still older dhye, flitting like ghost? about tbe desecrated shrine# 
their strange tale long disbelieved by the authorities, while there lay the uncon- 
^ous causes of all this tumult. The hardly cold body of the old soldier, the Iphg^ 
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tiramWed dust of his Eastern bride, and of their Infant child. At length the 
Coroner was obliged to receive the real story, however incredible it seemed ; and 
the three bodies were committed to one grave. 

As to the validity of a marriage, such as the above, it was in this mstance 
proved ; for, the successioti to Major H.’s property was disputed by othej?of the 
family, on the ground of liis son’s illegitimacy ; and the law decided in the 
young man's favour,” 

The above, and indeed many living instances shew, that love is no respecter 
of persons, and that happy wedded affection may exist between those of diffferent 
blcwjd. Hot that I advocate such conneatious ; they usually entail much 
misery On both parties ; and, as genuine conversion U rstre, tliey must ofteu end 
in both parties relinquishing their Own fkith without adopting any other. The 
naitural instinct, too, that leads us to prefer our own colour is doubtless not given 
in vain ; hut there are exceptions to every rule, and X would no more despise a 
woman for being copper- col cured than for being horn in a certain latitude* 
There are difliculties enough in the way of such an alliance as I speak of, and 
wheu these are overcome, it must be hy spme strong motive. The people who 
refuse to countenance the connexion, when once legitimately formed, may give 
specious reasons ; but pride, paltry pride, is genersiily “ the moving wiAy they do 
it.” I well remember at Iwme, a respected relative of my own, who would not 
breath)^ the name of the wife a young nian had taken in this country, lest his 
mother should hear that the lady was Oouutry-hom, though no other objection 
could be alleged against her j while the same person was one' to black ball her own 
nephew, because he' married the who was the mother If hk children, merely 
because she professed a dlffbretit fbrin df<Jhrkriaii4t|. 

, I know these opinions lay me open to the charge of latetudinariauism, a re- 
and generally cast against those who are no great sticklers for 
fotna; #nd ihiak not mtacUy t)^ place for a theological disquisition ; yet let me 
831^ tl»Jt trhat fi^Tnjrf^igiop, ought to be rather the spirit, temper, 

to be purified and 

ripened, than the nam«s M ba^^ u«r dust Gpodness has 

an affinity for goodness, and rejoices to diisenve^ 'Wb&t It can love, in every clime 
colour, aod name ; or, to use the holiest words, ** in every kindred, and people,* 
8^ nation, and tongue.” 

I; let our, own light Shine, and to ir^olfee in the light of 

othera, though it not in at our own windows ? When will tlie purity, sira- 
plicify, and msguani«aity, of men like Sir Thomas More, find acceptance with 
Prostestantp ? or when will they allowthat Father Matthew is uot a WOlf in Sheep’s 
clothing; an iDcarnation of evil ? When this better spirit previ^ Aod not till 
the%. Obmriana of all sects will join to shew Pagans and MahibtftmedaDa that ■ 
it fjod, and that if they do not make a parade of worship be- 
fore m&n, h£9 feat dwells in their hearts, and regulates thedt adtiona. 
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C054TENTS. 

ffWcome the tommgf speed the parting guest^It ii easier to get into a scrape 
than out of U,r-^JSe£lasis confesses liimsctf puzzled, iherthy virtually admitiiny that he 
is not a hero f 


** But hark ! a song of merry cheer, 

And drums, and pipes, and horns 1 hear; 

Vet from amid the gorgeous shew, 

There bursts a sound of female woe ; 

In palankeen of scarlet dye, 

Close veiled from every curious eye, 

The wailing Bride they homewam bear, 

And, will she meet with comfort there ? 

Alas 1 not here ^es wom^n know 
Domestic love’^s unclouded glow j 
The husband is not liere the friend 
Who loving, loves her to the end 

Hath then the gloomy power, 

"Whose reign is the tainted sepulchre. 

Seized on her sinless soul ? 

Must then that peerless form 

W^hich love and admiration cannot view ' ' ' 

Without a beating heart, those azure ^ , / ' 

Which steal like streams along a field of gnow, 

That lox'ely outline, which is fair ® 

As breatliing marble, perish ? 

Mnat putrefaction’s breath 

Leave nothing of this heavenly sight, . ^ : 

But loatlisomeness and ruin ? -‘f ,r'> 

Or is if only a sweat sjumber ^ ' ' 

Stealing o*er sensation, 

Which the breath ofroneaie mon)ing 
Gliagi‘l!» into darkness ? 

Will Tantbe wake again ; 

AuA gitfe that faithful bosom joy , ' 

sleepless spirit waits to catch 
Light, lite, and rapture, from her smile ? 

Tesl',,ji^ie wBl' wake again, 
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Altliough her glowing limbs are motionless# 
And silent those sweet lips 
Once breathing eloquence, 

That might have soothed a tiger’s rage 
Or thawed the cold heart of a conqueror*” 


It was the month of Ckaii, the marriage steajfeon, a tin^ 6f more^ 
than asaal stir, when all Hindus, (and the Sikhs are degenerating- 
into little better) are on the move, engaged directly or indirectly in 
the hardt{a) of some of their kindred. The cold season was fast 
drawing to a dose# but a heavy shower, such as sometimes falls at 
this season, had l ^ was now sun^sldiajef i the 

bright orb shone through the transp^ent clouds with an intensity 
beyond description, all nature was revived, and wore a green luxu- 
riant a^^t; the rising crops were rich, and the birds, both of the 
hiHs and|Mn ^4 m this neutral ground, fent Mfe to the 

scene ; the plain and hill-sulcs were covered with huts, and tents of 
every hue and every shape, from the large enclosures and* broaxl 
spreading shamiyanas of their leaders, to the humhle pal of the 
foot soldier or camp follo\gcr, cither of whicJi class, indeed, in tlic 
Panjab is a lucky man when he can procure so uuidi >helter. On. 
audi a raom, all abroad being alive, and all witliiu Kaiigrd astir, a 
large and handsomely attended pushed up the approach to the 
nearest gateway ; a ttended by a hundred barqanddz&K, aH. stout able 
looking feUow^s, each attired in a quilted mirzdi^ with buckler al, 
back and on their beads heavy’ turbans, the folds of which were in- 
with chain-work, rmdeimg them more sabre proof than a 
imlnaet.. AMding by my order to the letter, they dame unarmed, so 
far that they had neither matdhlodcs nor talwar, hut each boite in 
his hand a heavy iron headed Idthi, such as cattle- steatei; watclx- 
and foot-pads carry ; they pushed along jauntily lUid merrily^ 
fflbgmg marriage song not remarkable for its refij^ment, and 
shouting out the praises of the man of wealth, the Hberal and bene- 
ficent SaukdrB^ lUtan of Araritsir, As if attracted by tlie iln- 
usual splendour of the bara^, a amwd of iiforB followed at thei/ 
heels, but an observant looka'-on might have noticed that they wike 
rf the usual eJass of ecmdMim, striplings and badmnshes, but 
ihdifely Stout ^qr>d/ii4ooki£lg fellows ; mixed too witli them were a 
lew df SaAet Singh’s soldiers ; and as the whole cavalcade advanced 
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to tlie gateway, the warder cWleiiged and forbad the further ap*- 
proach of stich an nnnsually strong party, at so troubled a period, 
without express orders from the Governor. With much angry ah 
tercati 0 n^ and after many a thrbat of vengeance on the door-keep- 
er, a halt was called ; and now the outside party increased, the idlers 
and lookers-on pressed forward, and before the duTw&yt, Whose fears 
were at last excited, eOuld (^ose the gateway, a wedge wafe thi^wh 
on either side, and with a deafening shout of ^*mdh\ Guru j^iliefut* 
teh! Pumkjir\h) the thoughtless warder and the double 

sentry were feSed to tlie earth ; the loopholcd chambers on either 
side of the massy gateway w'ere in possession of this select band, 
and the pretended bardt was converted into a formidable comply 
of soldiers. The doU was emptied of its store of arms ; twenty 
matchlock men were thrown into either chamljcr, and thd rest cowrer- 
ed under tte gateway to avoid the range of tlie guns within, until the 
support from camp should arrive, which niounted and ready, had, 
with Sachet Singh at their head, started iit full speed from the near- 
est point of their linesj on the first signal shout. That same shout 
had gathered the pretended stragglers inside— but it had also roused 
me aadmy men; and before those vrithin could shew or mth 
their etfcct a junction with their iriendiS, Ihey were dxsanned 

i\m\ disposed of. Tlie artillery then stood by their guns ; the walls 
were manned, and Sachet Singh was received with a volley that 
thinned his ranks ; another, given still nearer, told fearfully ; and, 
as his column defiled to pass the causeway, knocked down men and, 
horses, and checked the advance of the pthm. As, hbw^v^> ite 
enemy gained the ])ortul, the footmen already in posses-sion, as be- 
fore agreed on, lushcd out and spread right and left, leaving the front 
and open pathway for the cax'fdry; that instant, down rattled a 
shower of grape from niy reserve guns : anotlior and another ; men 
and horses rolled over with shouts and imprecations ; some fled or 
attempted to fly, but were borne forward by the press ; others, more 
daring, and Icfl on by their gallant. Chief, gained the ascent, passed 
between the guns, and commenced slashing away at the Goldndaz^ 
es, while the freemen, some of whom had cleared the dangerous 
path, with cry of “ imk Gurti/i” attacked from the rear,: 

but my NajiB9:^<m3^not idle ; I threw back my flank computes, 
and with the bayoa^: ^on ol^^ared tlie intervals and rear of the few 
intruders. Then, tm the smoke should 
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clear amy, I poured in a volley of musqnetry and grape that left 
few, but the dead and dying in our path ; those that survived turn- 
ed about, and, pell mell, we followed them to the gateway, now so 
choked up with the bodies of friends and foes that, the wedge re- 
moved, we could not close it. On other sides the attacks had been 
fainter, and equally unsuccessful ; two hundred bodies of the as- 
sailants were found, and twenty of my own brave fellows fell in the 
struggle. 

‘‘ The die is now cast, TU go the whole hog and pay off 
my friend in his own coin,'" mused I, as, going the rounds that 
evening, I ordered a sharp look out to be kept ; and affecting to fear 
another attack, I o:cdered tha lancers, Khushiydl Singh’s joatoTi and 
one of the Najihs to stend by their arms at midnight; in the 
meantime I sent three separate expresses, to the same purport, to 
. Lena Singh; it was in a cipher, and Was to this effect: — ^'My 
friend's timely offer of aid is accepted ; the honor of his servant ahd 
well-wisher has been attempted ; but, thanks be to a bigber power, 
and to, my good followers, we beat back the assailants. My friend, 
it is now our time for attack, this night at four gharis after inid- 
night (the exact minute my wise and skilful friend will know, as the 
planet Venus then rises,) I purpose to ch*hipao the enemy’s camp, 
and make the Khngra territory too hot for him. hfy desire is this, 
that whfle, thy servant pours „ down ,ppon Sachet Sing himself, who 
is encamped under the friend irill, with 

his brave troops, assaO the other fbhk of lias damp dh the opposite 
side of KAngra. In the hour of need compliments are vain ; true 
friendship requires no smooth words, what more need be said?” 
'Assured that a diversion would he made by Lena Singh, and that a 
band of friendly hill-men wouid also rtish down from the Jainti 
MatA on the raising of my war shout, I mosed all egress as far as 
possible, and, earlier than usual, retired. At midnight I arose, and 
for the, first time disclosed my intentions to my followers. Ali Ver- 
di Khan and others attempted to dissuade me, Not, Sahib, for the 
danger’s sake ; our master knows we love tlic battlers din, but ’tis 
the after consequence at court we fear.” Good my fine fello%,” 
I replied, " J take not the Step vrithout reflection ; esutiou^y^hd 
carefully I guarded against giving offence ; galling as it was, I l^ve 
borne with the intruders these many days in the bmds hpIruAted to 
my charge, and for wrong, mjurj^ and insult, I have reltoed civi- 



AN AI5VENTirRi:R IN ME JANJAB, 


91 


Sty and forbeamnce—but the business of to-day has altered mat-- 
ters, they have drawn the tal-war, they may throw away the scab- 
bard too, for the sabre of Bellasis shall not be sheathed while they 
continue to defile his territory.’’ ** We are your seiTants/' was the 
reply. It is our duty to warn, and it is our duty equally to oh&yJ* 
My new JVaib, the successor of N^ad Skigh,. wa& more of my 
own way of thinldng^ he had. as^ little ®esp^ as myself for tte mi- 
. nions of the court, and feeling that they had long kept him from his 
rightftil place at the head of the Lancers, and grateful to me for 
raising him fironi unmerited obscurity, he echoed my sentiments, 
and breathed out nothing but extermination to the besiegers. Sohan 
Lull was a character, and ought sooner to have been brought before 
the reader's notice ; he was by birth and caste a Kayat (c) of Ftnt- 
ruckahad, in the British provinces, of a tall and gaunt form, infibeme 
nose, sallow and long face, of awkward gait and ; 

he was a man who, well kept in hand, '^as, most valuable# and, un- 
watched, would have been an mcarnatloa of rascality. I had seen 
and heard a good deal of him before I promoted him, but as I felt 
thid mine was no situation in wliich to employ fools or cowards, I 
preferred tO' take Sohan Mil, a foreigner, and a hardy, pliicky, and 
shrewd fellow, to hainporiag myself with a smoother-faced and more 
righteous piece of inefficiency. The peculianties of this main’s char- 
acter were many ; he had been to me a kind of pay-master and 
acco^Ktl'ant, and, at the same time, that he was eveiy night dnxnk, I 
never saw him at sun-rise unemployed j indeed I have often called 
him from his books at midnight, but at whatever hour his day’s lar 
hours esidei that was his moment of recreatitfa ; of 

time that repaid his day’s toil, when, under a 'doSe of liquid fire, 
lie would sink into insensibility, which generally lai^ted till the 
morning’s ablutions brought Mm to his senses. This frightful habit 
nearly deterred me from promoting him, hut on his owh bdhaif he 
urged that if he was at my service for eighteen hours in the twenty- ^ 
four* "the other six might surely be his own. Knowing no better 
1 installed him, and during tlic terra of my government, he 
gave me no . material cause to repent of In'? appoiritmciit. 

My plant faction was this, that an hour after midnight iUi- 
verdi*Khan, wilb hkMulthnis on foot, Khushiyfil Singh’s men, and 
a wing of the fir^ should move quietly out of the two gate- 
ways, and should small parties creep towards the 
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picqaets of Sachet Singh's own immediate encampment ; a few should 
me 0 ^ to tlxe extremities of the capip, hut the mass should lie con*- 
(q^ed opposite the tents, as near as possible, without risking 

diseoyery ; and.lr^Mtn. whatl afterwards heard, they might that night 
have w^ed tphetly up and ait the ropes of his sleeping tent over 
his head, for such was the fatigue and want of caution after the 
morning's attack, that less than the usual vigilance was observed, 
and all were silent and sleeping. Just as the star appeared above 
the th^ hnad of my colipm of Lancers emerged from the 

gateway ; and truer to the signal than myself, at the same moment 
the wax cry arose from the opposite direction, and the shouts of 
Lena Singh's men, and the cries of those he rmf ;the air. 

The alarm given, the picquets and guards opposed to toned out ; 
my infantry took up the signal and pu^d on, hut as I had half a 
mile to cross with the . LanqerS in a dark night, on very uneven 
ground, I lost the opportunity of being able to take- advantage of 
the first suiTprize with my horsemen ; however, as it was, we did 
3 |aLwh mkchief, we drove in the guards, slaughtered many, half- 
armed and just aroused from their sleep. Cowering from the chill 
air of night with their whole heads enveloped (d) in their ckaddars 
and kamals, many heard no other sound than the death stroke of the 
sabre that sent them to eternity. IVo new guns, on which Sachet 
Singh prided himself, we captured and should have taken himself 
prisoi^, hut bejing a late, he was. only when thirst 

cry oirhattla rung in W i hnd to ibis and ki^rpersQual 

bravery, as much as to my not having moved the Cava-'ry five. mi- 
nutes sooner (^), it was owing that Ins did not sufier more 
materiSil miscluef : however, such as was the Mow, it sufficed to 
make the eoemy evacuate the t^tpry, and the next morning's suit 
Y a^w little of Sachet Singh's prpud army ; his rear guard, stfii jrilhin 
sight, tempted my hot bloods to follow, and even those who were 
for peace the last night, having now twice tasted of blood, were 
/ eager for dhe dbase ; but I answered, No, they<Mv# h^4 c3aough» 
my object i$ gainedjt I would now rather help them their way, 
and further their departure/' I then gave carders to look througjtt 
their deserted camp, and b^hg in any wounded that might biavb 
been left, and to bury and bto the dead, / * 

These emergent duties fulfilled, I hastened hack to my 

triumphs with M&htUb Kowr, though, since we had be^ on the 
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footing of lovers, her company was a pleasure in wiiicli I had 
thought it right to indulge but sparingly. DiiriBg the alarm she 
felt on hearing of Sachet Singh^s approach, I had tried to soothe 
and re-assure her, and, when necessarily absent, kept up continual 
intercourse with her, ^^d the Mnl hy means of trusty messengers 
and pre-concerted tokens. So great had been the terrdr caused to 
Mahtab by the threatened Bogt^ ffiancCi. that she codd only attri- 
bute the attack to a design against herself, and she had conjured 
me in the most solemn manner, rather to take her life than to allow” 
her to fall into #ie power of her enemy : I told her that the abettor 
of suicide was in my ci*eed, as guilty as the murderer, and that, 
with whatever intent, were I to shed, or cause to he shed her blod^ 
I should go down to my grave with the weight of blood upon my 
head. What was in my power, however, I did, and told oW a select 
party, who were ordered to stand hy her and Ae Sam; nnd on 
the enemy gaining a certain point, were fd efect their retreat from 
the citadel hy a subterraneaa passive ; all. had been quietly and ef- 
feof ually settled, and I had ' fears for her -safety, hut a presen- 
timent of fwil hung lifce ^ blond 0 young brow; sbe knew,. 

giie said, event was about to happen, hut could not realise its 
Proin the day Sjicliet Singh's force appeared, the ihiisic 
of her voice was still, and during the short sharp contlict at the 
gatew’ay, the istrings of her heart had Well nigh snapped, when she 
liciu’d that the foe %vas within the gates ; she heard peal after peal, mid 
\ olh.y after volley close to the entrahee of her concealed chamber, 
— and when, in the exultation of victory and the pride of Imur, 
I rusiied to lay my laurels at her feet, I found my heart's treasure 
on the Eoor. !I!he first horror of that moment I 
will not ^ describe.: — my grief was, however, soon turned 
into joy, Wtau ; ! discovered tluit she had only fainted. It was 
long before I eould restore her to consciousness and to tlie certain - 
ty i^r safety, but at length slie recogrjized me, and undei^loorl 

S '^wmeeR that, the danger was over. The innocent creature 
pt Wp closely to me iind said “ now Tni sale, the world cannot 
hurt me, i bwt ,oh I leave me not alone again/' Gently I re-assured 
her, and gil^aidbally, the slight color that tinged her lovely cheek bd- 
covered its plaic^ and with the buoyancy of youth and inhbeehee, 
she forgot her late dbrm sooner than I did myself. 

Now came the most diflicult part of my no easy game; how was I 
to explain my ccunluet at court? The truth I knew would benefit 
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jne rety little there, and, when my Chief Judge was tohe the person- 
I had most deeply offended, of what ayail would ]je the best plea? I 
therefore determined to attempt no defence, and simply wrote that 
Eajah Sachet Singh had made an attempt to seiste the fortress; 
that, as in duty bound, I had withstood him, and, by tlie Mabara- 
jail's iqhat^ success had attended my efforts. The replies I got 
both from Hajah Dliyan Singh and haqir Azizud'in M^ere harsh 
and peremptory ; I -was desired forthwith to give over clwge to 
my M^h aihd attend at the presence. Chaiid Khan -wrote dif- 
has done well, andiit heart and secretly 
ther Maharajah i-ejoi(‘es, but the Faqir has li^em gained over by 
the Kajahs, and, naturally afraid of them,:«d34^S^^^s^ indu-' 
ence, he has deserted my patron.. But be of good obey 

no order given by other mouth than the MiharAjah^s, and rely 
on it he never intends Kangra to ihil mto the hmids of the hrotlier- 
hood. Again, let thy servant beg to be recalled, to, share my mas- 
ter's perils :^kere my oih ce is irksome, and in truth I have many 
tdmptafiom; my hand is better th^ my head ; Oh^d Khln may 
be mislecl and may imthinkingly disobey ; he would avoid such 
peril. To say more would be disrespectful" 

Cli^nd Khun’s letter gave me some uneasiness, I iras averse to 
recall him, and yet if he was to remain at LMiaur against his will, 
he was not likel}* to prove a very useful Vakil ; I tluMufore re- 
solved as soon as possible to gratify his wishes, but the fulfilment 
of my intention wns prevented as wifi hereafter appear, and to elu- 
cidate ntuters I must now return, for a little, to L4]jaur. 

V^ith ^ies in every direction, and paying iiberaHy, Rajah Dhydn 
Singh was acqmnntcd wirh all that passed in the PatijAh ; little then 
as Ch§nd Kh&n was aware of it, his former occupationyhis haunts 
and his companions, ndl Tvere known to the minister, who HW in- 
tent on seizing Mm at the time lie took ray sendee, 
his ab^ify and spirit, he spared Hm as thinking hito h'good in- 
strumeni for Ms own purposes : hut when, (o his astonishment, 

Rajah found the solitary and unfriended Multild, proof againit 
]n*ij bribes, the robber and bravo true to his trust, tiinr moment 
great man dcto’rrained on his destruction, and in a Pathdriy by 
l)jiod Kluin, found a fitting inslTument Of (lie same tiiW is 
Oliand Khun, this man aftceted to have taken a great hMlg to the 
Vakil, who tlioughtless and opeu-hcartticl soon fell infe thi ai»e. 

•A 
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In an liour of pretended confidence, DAoil KliAn opened Ins heart 
to his friend, and told him how pleasant was hia line of Hie, how 
easy to destroy the rulers of the land and to ride in their places ; 
ChAnd Khan's secret nm'ly came to his lips, but he restrained 
himself, warned his companion that he was a Government servant 
and could not again listen to such language or associate with such 
a person; “Indeed, replied Daod Khan, ^ has the trusty YaMl 
so soon forgotten his calling and lost all taste for roving ? a word 
in mj fiiend's eax," and putting his mouth close up to his terrified 
companion, whispered, Is then Mayob Khan forgotten ; does 
not my voice recall those jolly times when >ve held our meetings 
under the forest shade, and carved our Avay through the land F' 
Chand Ivlian thus j>ointedly reminded, called to memory that 
man before Mm, was a villain wlio had been turned out of his; han|! 
for cruelty and murder; for some yeai^ he had disappeared, and 
time iuid change of name had prevented reception by the keen 
eye of his former Captain. Feeling himself thus in a villain's 
powder, and panting for release Ain his present sedentary pursuits, 
the victim was, after mu;^ persuasion, and afier binding by oath 
the fictidoits Daod KhAn, (now to be called by his proper 
of MAyph) it© ;fhoul4 shed no uimccessatj blood, he coirsented 
to join him It was while thug 

tempted, and before he had committed himself, that he addressed 
me, and so urgently begged to be recalled; but the take step once 
taken, he wiis silent, and I had begun to think him again contenb- 
'ed with his lot; when who should meet me one duy m tnom- 
ing'^ ii4% but OhAnd KhAn on his road fiom Lahaur! The reason 
ci fiw im^pected and unwelcome apparition, my Vaqzl shall give 

In reply irritated questions, he answered^ - Jfl&s, my 

lord, thy ser«it lias erred, he has deserted his trust, but tlie 
j&preane daily forgives his cxeattixes ; ray master will then 
Ilirdon hia slave, whose heait is as ever devoted, ami if his head 
dieoeived Wm, and ha was led away by a traitor, he is still no less 
faithM the interests of the noble Bella^is/* He then toM of 
MAyob Khan's trap, and added, feeling myself the meroy of a 
villain who W0dl4 have sold his brother for a ducat, I uhwittingly 
engaged with him ingamst the enemy I hate ; for a time the 
creant kept our oompA^csfci no Mood and attack^ only SiJelsA; 
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Init before long be was tempted bj the approach of a party of Nou- 
riaSj who, as my lord knows, are the most honest and the most en- 
terprising merchants of Western and Upper India; these men ho 
wayhhd, their principal he slew, and plundered them to the amount 
of several thousand rupees; what ensued I know not, and care not, 
but in open darhdr I was taxed with the murder, and Mayoh Khan 
was produced as a Meerhliai^ as participator in the scene and , :^it- 
ness of my guilt ; most truly I denied all part in the transaction, 

; I jnot ; ordy absent, bnit had nsed my influence to pre- 
vent the attack. Before, however, I was aware that nuir<Ier luid 
taken place, I rcceiv'crl from Mayob as my share, some pash mind 
wliiijh Imd all private marks ; one of these I was wearing Tvheri ac- 
cus'ul, ami several of the Nourias and their attendants swore more 
or less positively to its identity ; no further evidence was required; 
3\Iayob Khan was made a Jumadir of Gmeharas, and 1 was told 
that if I eoiifl^ssed not williin twenty-four hours, I should he put 
to tW torture* For once, they spoke truly, for I was led to an 
old towei' and there heavily ironed and chained to the wall; twice 
tluring the day was 1 ^aia (questioned, and it was hinted that if I 
gave up my lord’s service, my pardon and promotion should he en- 
sured. I spumed the base offer, and told them to work tliek wall ; 
^ain^ the next morning, I was questioned, oflered the same pro- 
mises, and the same threats were held out ; I replied as I had done 
])eforCy when % was iaatnediatdif thrown' down on &C6, my legs 
and arms extended to iheir utmost aind aheavy Weiglit 

on my shoulders and loins, I was left to my own thoughts. Flow' 
long this lasted, X' know not, for I iaintedy and when I came to my 
I, feind the Jailer, JVIayob Khan and others, around me, 
rudely removing my irons and olleriug me water, a quantity of 
\vhi('h liad been thrown over ray head and body; fora day XWas 
nourished and cared for, when agmn X was told to confess, tu im- 
plicate my master, or to hear worse inflictions.' I rejdl^: that life 
w^ tp nte worthless, and begged that they would end clays, and 
not harrass me with quearions, that I could Jiot and woiilcl not an^ 
swer; again T was tortured until life seemed extinct, and fearing v 
fliuf. they had overdone their work and that their viciim was now 
heyc'nd rheir reach, every exertion was made to restore sensibility, 
hut it was long before my senses returned, and I w'okc to a kense of 
niy £hiatio% and th the horrors that amited me. Hie Jailer 



AN ADVENTUREE !N THE PANJAB. 


97 


alone was tKen present; to my surprise tie spoke kindly and sooth- 
in^ly, and* Sikli as lie was, I found in Ham Singh a kind and an 
active friend; he told me liow unwillingly he had been made the 
instrument of rnj sufferings, and that he had now arranged for my 
escape; that my Hrvant, with a litter lay at the time within a hun- 
dred yards, and that if I had strength for the undertaking, he 
would that instant cairy me to it the way is how clear*" said 
the good man, “another opportunity may not occur, for Tin not al- 
together trusted/* Faint and weary as I felt, 1 hesitated not a 
moment; he raised me in his arms, and in an hour I was safely en- 
sconced in a hiding place within the suburbs of Lahaur ; my hors- 
es I sent on, and the moment I could bear the jolting of a litter^ 
I cpiitted the hateful city, and have been preserved, once more, to 
the presence of my master. My friend and preserver Bam Bin^ 
accomp«anied my flight; thougli old and a Bikh, he is srili strong of 
arm and true of heart ; I have therefore ventured to promise him 
my lord’s protection/" 

While Chdnd Kh4n spoke, a fine old gre^^-beard rode for- 
ward, offered a military salute, and tendered his services. 
I de^d hnn to be kazir ; and to Gh^d KhM I ^ddiie^d 
myself severely, that by his folly lie had added doubly 

to my difficulties, and had not only implicated me in his crimes, 
hat by leaving me at sucb a juncture without a at the darbar^ 
placed me in the position of a rebel. “Nut so my lord,** was the 
reply; “ feeling that a storm was brewing and uncertain to my 
kite, 1 had prepared a document mth my lord's seal (aid I need 
iCtot my that real $ignatur(i^(f) are easily proeurahle in the Lahaur 
idmr) appohating as Vaqil the trusty and well approved Lalla 
Bukhun Ijl in room of Chand Khan, recalled. llieLMlAisa 
smooth spoken fiid a vPily man, my lord, and will better Ma^ch the 
han^rs on at tho darZia/' than your less camions servant; before 
you/* “ On my word CliAnd KhAo, you are a free atitur as well as 
speaker; but tlicse matters must be discussed hereafter, fur the 
present you are under charge of Aliverdi Khan, from whom you 
will take orders, and who will bring you to durbar at the third 
jpa/mr (^). I turned away my lmv$e and left Chand Khan a»feoa- 
islied at his recegti^, and at tlie cold and ungracious manner he 
had been met, a6er A# fiiervices ho had performed^ and dangers he 

K 
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■ Lad undei^one. I too felt tLat I had treated him harf^hly, hut 
openly to recognise his acts would he impolitic, and I felt moreoyer 
all I said as to the manner he had committed me. 

No sooner had I returned to my dwelling than I received a 
parwana from the darhdr to the following effect You are 
again ordered to the presence ; your accounts are in arrear, and it 
is necessary they he adjusted ; you will then he permitted to return 
to Kangra. Your Vaqlly Ch^nd Khan, is a culprit, he has been 
cohyict^ of mtordery and has escaped justice, taking with him his 
jailer t must both larc to Kangra, you are ordered to give 
them up, to place them in irons, and with all to send or 

bring them to the presence* Sukhun Lall is a good and he is 
permitted to attend the you acted wisely in appointing him, 

you had been wiser to have done so sooner. Consider the orders 
herein contained as imperative, and not to be slighted, hut fulfilled 
to the letter j what more need he said.'' 

This is more than I expected, less tdolent than I looked 
for, thought I ; and, while I was turning over in my mind 
how I should act, Chand Khan was brought before me, as I 
had previously ordered. I read to him and those present, 
that part of the parmana that concerned himself, telling him 
that I felt interested in his state, and believed he had not 
wiEingly mfufed my interests ; but that, as the servant of the 
i was hound to execute its orders, and that he must there- 
fore he placed under restraint, until 1 could procure a jnorc favour- 
able injunction in his Ijehalf. My decision caused much surprize, 
and many aroimd buzzed out that it was not a time to cast auny 
the services of good ^humsheres ; but I ordered 
off the prisoner, and proceeded to the ordiimry business of the day. 

That evening, When aU vw ^ulct, I moved over to the <|u?irters 
of AHverdi Khan, and desired him to leave me alone Chand 
; pay little VaqU mounting the high horse, tlie air 

of an injured man ; hut I hade him luive done widi fi^dteiy, to re- 
flect on iny position and his omi ; on the hide meana I had of ef- 
fectually protecting him and the critical position of my own affairs; 
he soon came to his senses, and replied, “I knew my Lord wa^i ' 
ilot really angry with his ser\‘ant, hut that I >c fore stranger$; ho 
deem^: it politic to trample on his faithful well-wisherH^et it be 
so, sacrifice me if you will ; Chand Khan n ill live or die, the ser- 
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vmit of Bellasis/* Trulj I mean you well, Chand Khan, but 
how to aid you is the difficulty, and as I have neitheT the desire 
nor the ability to strike for independence, I see not how to extri- 
cate either myself or you from the weh around m/' The sword 
* my lord is your remedy ; the meshes are not to be uurayelled ; but 
they can he cut. When he whom they call Mahaanajah, irst stood in 
his father’s stirrup, his power was than yours at this moment ; 
he had every thing against him, and the boy Banjit Singh, heset 
by enemies, by doubtful friends, hdse allies and open foes, at the 
head of the weakest of the twelve misah\ had less room to look for 
supremacy than you have now : he owes entirely to his own deci- 
sion, promptness and wariness the position he now holds. He had 
no such hold as Kangrd in which to place his family and treasure, 
hut with the mere sheepfold of Gujraoli as his centre of action, and 
every man’s property as liis aim, he soon*became, by ffint of mere^ 
energy, the lion he is now. My matte’s purse is as heavy as his 
"was then, his troops as numerous and better disciplined, his own 
fame and ability greater, his name for faith and fair dealing 
how much superior ? Form then a league, my lord, with some of 
the older Bmrdars^ who are chafing at the daily tyrannies «tnd 
resumptions of the usmper, raise but yotn* banner md you will ex- 
cite a flame foom Kangia to Dem Ismael Khan; Kashmere is ripe 
fcr revolt, Multan has yet scarce fitted on the yoke ; Bahawal Khan 
chafes for the possessions he bus lost, Fiitf eh iSingh Aloowala scarce 
acknowledges tlie darbdr*s superiority ; these all want but a leafc 
of name, and a hope of recovering their loi^ indep^nJeiice and 
eqxiality, to take the field. To many of the BiMi Sarddrs you 
might unite the Bdjputs of the hills, the Mahommedan and mixed 
tribes of the westward.” 

Your ^c^unsel is always bold, Chand hut T love 

'not to play, the' teite tell, me, Oiuse" tf ot 

ence have the you hare mentioned, received ? Give 

me, in short, a sketch ^ |be hi^iiefi of any with whom you 
are ao< 3 .uaiuted, but stick to fimts, let there be no amplifications.” 
‘^' Good, mf lord, I will commence with my own country, Multan, of 
which I need not say all Palkam feel deeply the wn)ng8, mi fhat, 
at the raimg of Sarfaraz Khan’s banner, every son of tlm faithful 
would flock around Mtn. A sir^le ptdtan now holds the town and 
citadel, and with pemus^on from my lord and the aid of the Ehmd- 
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poo^ras(/^) on the opposite side, I could in twentj-fom* hours he in 
possession of both. And has not Bahawal Kliaii good reason 
for hatred to the Sikh ? Were not the fertile fields and rich hinds 
bordering on Mnltan, the old possessions of his family ? Did he not 
hold also the farming of Dera Gliazi Khan ? And has he noti^ 
been stnpped of bis erery higah of land on this side> and driven 
to the borders of the desert, a,nd saved only from entire absorption 
by the interference of the farangls ? Bahawal Khan burns for 
ren^^nce, 'and could, on an emergency, turn out a thousand horse 
and "Ondee W many ail4«iFdy and trusty soldiers, accustom- 

ed to toil, to braye tbe horrors of the desert as guides, or as 
sportsmen, to pass for days and nights through nlntrodd^ and nn- 
watered wastes. JSfextwehave the Khan of Mamdot; and does 
not Kutub-ndin Khan(^) feel that tbe broad ^ds of KasUr, tbe 
rich city and its hundred towers have been wrested from bim by 
the Sikh ? That Eis father d'welt in peace and in honor where novr 
the Sikh dogs revel ? That his brother fell by the knife of an assas- 
sin, directed by the enemy that aimed at conquest by sowing disseh- 
tion, by treachery and by guile ? But still better, if Kutuh-u-din 
fails us, we have his nephew, Futteh Khan, the son of his elder 
brother, the murdered Kizam-u-din Khan, and the rightful heir 
of KasUr, and Mamdot; he has taken the service of his heredi- 
tary enestnies in vm hope of, by their aid, supplanting his un- 
cle, Imi hla heiKrt is now Wlfh delayed ; he has many se- 
cret weilrWishers, for his uncle's rule is a hard and an ignorant one, 
and we might in a day put Futteh Khan in possession of Mam- 
dot, and through him -wield the resources of its territory in our 
behsdE- ^ And have we not Sher Singh to our hand ? The acknow- 
ledged the idol of the army, the boon 

companion of the Si&rdtrs^ good man in the front of battle, and 
one to be easily led a-waj by well laid -in persuasions : he, knows he 
can never be Maharajah, and lie fears for his own in the 

event of Eanjit Singh’s death. His opportunities i6r preparation 
tod are good, holding almost all the lands on the other side of 
the Suiluj, and milKied up with llio faravgi*s depend on icies, he can, 
almost unobserved, collect Ids means, as also can Fiitldi fc^ingb Al- 
loowiala, who feels more gratingly his present treatmciii by Kanjtt,^‘ 
In diey were turbaud brothers, and at one linic the power of 
the present Mahaiajah was less than his own, and his friendship 
and alliance courted ; now, how^ever, ]mjagMrs are being seized;, 
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resumed or assessed, and no bounds are sot to the extorllon cm- 
ployed, but tlie fear of throwing him into the arms of the farangi. 
All I have mentioned ate surely ours ; Lena Biiigh too is your 
firiend and has committed himself, and in the son of Desa Singh 
you have the best, the wisest, and the most honest of the Sikhs ; a 
man, who, among a race of dissolute de]>auchees, employs his time 
and his money in works of usefulness and deeds of charity* The 
hill chiefs then, axe they not yours? Have you been so long among 
them that their Rajahs have not let you into their confidence ? and 
where the rightful chiefs are clanking the chains of tlie brother 
Rajahs, or eating the bread of dependence, have not their faithful 
clansmen told you the tales of their master’s woes, of their hopes 
and their fears V’ 

Really Chand Khan, you are exceeding the bounds of my 
desires ; I w-'anted not to know who are traitors to tho Ma- 
harajah's salt, hut the liistorj, the rise of each of the jirincipal 
Sardars'* My lord is cautious and he is right, but Cliaud Klian 
feels strongly, and he cannot hut ^eak bitterly,” and stretching 
out his arms and his legs, look at these bruises, can I forgive 
them, can I forget ? No, never, while Sikh dog exists, or while one 
drop of blood runs iA the reins of Chand Khan r 

In such like conversation, in soothing his irritated mind, and in 
gathering from him. as I best could the state of affairs and parties 
at Court, I passed the night, and desiring him and Aliverdi Khan 
to be silent as to my visit, I returned to ihy own abode and to my 
solitary couch. 

NOTES* 


(ft) A Sanskrit from “ ''to eboose or select”; it k the applied 
to the mamiq»e/eBtivity-’‘4tien the .gtsCMam taisreg hoaiei'fl^ Penjiib^ 

beyond the as well as La the hills, this procession is called ** or **y«»t/* 

(ijt) ** has been already explained : " Wah ! G«ru-ji kc fatteh!’’ 

« Wah I PurakjU” is the th« Sikhs by their founders, and is 

Hterally, *' hurrah for the couqueriog priest J Hurrah for the liero I” Fura^ is " a 
(" uir,”) and is used for '* iht man/’ the hero of his race* 

(c) A branch of ihie low-cast Hindus who do not '* forswear sack, and Srw 
clearly nevertheless, they are an able and hard-worklng' race; most of them 
read and write Persian, so fiiat they, with the Brtoans, have long been the ac- 
countants and secretaries of thfeir ignorant Mahommfedan conquerors* 

(d) Eastern and Western 3dOtion» <^ comfort arO very di^erent; an Oriental 
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laG^lna his wrappings up at his head, decreasing them as he descends, till'his feet 
and legs are left bare : if he possesses but one piece of tbeclothfor covering, tha^ 
one piece is given to the head. This practice makes the Natives bad watchmen, 
especially ae it never enters their philosophy to keep themselves warm by exercise. 

(c) Bellasis means that he ought to have allowed time for his Cavalry to cross 
the plain j he had told Lena Singh that the onset was to commence exactly as the 
planet rose, but he did not issue from the gateway till that time, thus allowing 
the enemy to receive the alarm from Lena Singh, before Bellasis himself was clear 
of the fort. 

(/) Forgery and perjury form a regular and profitable trade in all large Asi- 
atic cities. The reader must remember that, as already stated, the seal is very 
usnAlly affixed to a document, instead of a written signature : when thus employed, 
wax is not used in the processj the seal is covered with the glutinous ink used in 
Eastern writing, the paper is moistened with the tongue, and the seal stamped 
upon it. The operation, when dexterously performed, leaves a neat impression, a 
black ground with the characters in white. Those wh6 irode in the preparation 
of documents keep the most requisite seals of every age, ready for use, and others 
can be had at a short warning. Practice makes the same individuals very expert 
in the mysteries of erasing, interlining, and other such craft, used by more civi- 
lized nations. 

(^) In the East, the twenty-four hours are divided into eight watches, of 
three hours each, commencing, among the Musalinans, at sun-set, with the Hin- 
dus at day light. Each “ pahar^* contains eight gharris'^ or sub-divisions, of a 
trifle more than twenty minutes each. The difference in the time from which 
they begin to count, makes gr^t confusion. “ In night attacks, ambuscades, saL 
lies, &c. to be concocted, some days previous to tlieir execution, between a IVI us- 
BUlman and a British officer, if the latter has ordered the former to carry a par- 
ticular operation into effect on Mangu I hec rat, or Tuesday night, his expectations 
will evidently he anticipated one whole day, as the Musalraan, according to his 
notions of time, wlU do the duty required, upon Monday night.’* So observes 
and 1 have seen a expecting yi&itors the foltowlng morning, 
make arTangemelate viffth the the evading, for jto-morro«<*s 

breakfast, which consequently the man supposed to refer to the next morning 
hut one — thereby occasioning a dilemma, “ more easily imagined than described. 

(A) “ Sons of Z>arid” literally; derived from przjfru, a son, and Baud, David; 
the term, by which the ruler of B^hawalpur and his clan distinguish theraselveg 
tracing their pedigree to a*i< ancestor in Scinde, whence they emigrated about a 
hundred years ago. The Dadd-ptoas are a tall, fine looking race, but , all the 
“foregone conclusions^ of phydognonay are sadly at fault, among the Venerable? 
manly, intelligent, courteous, miid-looHng — ruffians that we mhet in the East* 
The roost amiable-looking Hindu I ever met, was a t’hagi 

(i) Chtnd Khdn here goes beyond tlie mark : Kutflb-'u-din was brother to 
l^hAn, aPathan aoMier of fortune, whqj^n^d;38i^flr by his sword 
tbwaida the end Cf the hurt Cehftiry. In the timewfeikbar, while Kasfu* wSa 
still under a Hindu Kaja, seven hundred I’&tban famUies had been pemaltfod to 
settle there, and eventually became paramo unt in ibajt district, subject, 
to the ihronc of Delhi. But, though the M usiilnian power in Ka&flr Is ql: 4 o old 
a date? Ihe present ruld*, as above stated, is of a recent fani ily. ^ 

tAeiw/s.” Here again the little Mflltftni exaggerates ; Kowr Sber Slngh% yd* 
gkir,otx the left bank of the 8atlqj, would never have been above a lAkh and a 
hallyeaHy. ■ ■ , 
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tfOUTEKTPS. 

** T%e tonffm is a liith m^hrr and hoa&Mh great things ** — Scandal h a daintg 
Bmss hm her mctarks^ as well as war** 


6i 


For the trans?gressiou of a land, many are the rulers thereof.” 

Sdemm. 

He makes a solitude, and calls it peace.” 

Hackneyed guotatimi. 

** Each thinks his neighbour makes too free, 

Yet likes a slice, as ■well as he.” 


Enough 

Eor me, if I can make my subjects feel 
The weight of human misery les®, and glide 
Xlngrosmiug to the tomb I I take no licence 
Which I deny to them, We all are men.” 


€ott?per. 


Sairdanapatm. 


“ Confound Clilnd Khilii,” muttered I, as tossing on my Led, 
1 thouglit over my position, *■* confound tlie meddling blo<‘kiieacL he 
must Le sacrificed — but no — that ^viil never do ; htf s true, 1 feel he 
is, and it is myself that am to blame for leaving him to be tempted 
in thit hot-bed of vice. But I should like to know how 'my feie 
visitor ^ets on ; bow the gallant Sachet Singh bears his defeat ? and 
whether he . will to proclaim it, in all its truth, and to its 

full extent, at I suspect not, and that the brotherhood will 

for tlieir omi credit ”^e, for the present pocket the f 

therefore, sleep souii'^y for a tiom, but muirt reckon Ihafa beafy 
score is against my imtne 'vhen opportunity offers. 'Tis well to look 
to the bright side, so dull care and come to my eyelids gen- 

tle sleep/' Thus liulf talking, half dreaming, between sleep and 
wakefulness, I saw the tiiige of mom before my eyelids w’^ere effbe- 
tmdly closed ; shortly after ray usual hour, however, 1 rw and 
pursued my accustom^ avocations. 

In reply to the darH^'s orders, I stated that Ch4nd Khan was 
in custody, that my own opiniori was, that he was innocent of the 
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crime alleged against Hm, tliougli culpable in otlier respects : and I 
begged that, as my servant, I should, as was the custom, be per- 
mitted to punish him myself. (^) 

For my own part, though I affected ease and bore confidence 
on my brow before others, I felt there was much to trouble me ; I 
satisfied myself that I was in the right, that I had in no point ex- 
ceeded my duty, or departed from the spirit or letter of my orders. 
Lena Singh's alliance was a favourable point, his character standing 
so Mghi and his weight in the darhdr being considerahle } to what- 
eT^ extent I was implicated, he was to a greater, for I defended 
hut my own, he came out of his way to attack the royal troops. 

I kept up my friendly communications with tfie good Sardar^ 
visited him, and received him in return at KlingiA ; hi^appearance 
and bluff air had more of the soldier than the courtier or the Phi- 
losopher he was about thirty-five years of age, of stout athletic 
build, dai'k complexion, middle stature, and mth large whiskers, 
as well as the usual Sikh beard ; with him I made many interest- 
ing conversations. 

Ch'^nd Khin's tongue was a never ceasing engine ; he would 
tell me the tales and legends of the early wars of Eanjifc 
Singh, how he had beguiled this Chiet’ outwitted the other; 
how he had got possession of Lahaur ; how he first failed and then 
succeeded a^an^ Multin, how narrowly his( army escaped des- 
tructiupL in tiis first attempt on KSshmir, and by how little prowess 
he finally iiccpiired it ; by what arts he removed the Patlidns ffom 
KassUr ; and how he was even, at that timej devising the acipire- 
ment of Pash^war — what little bowels of mercy he had ever dis- 
plby^d his own kindred, witness his conduct towards his 

own mother, and to Sacki Kpwr, his mother-in-law, one of the chief 
instrument of his rise! She vms a wonderful woman, va- 

liant in battle, wise in darhdr ; she was a wonder ^oh^g me igno- 
rant and besotted Sikhs ; you know that when a taefe girl, her 
young husband fell in fight against him, the father of whom she 
raised by the alliance wdtli her daughter, atS who requited he^r by 
plunder, long imprisonment, contumely and death ; for to het pjroud 
spirit a prisou and a grave aJte much, alike ; — witness the|i|iibe 
tt^tment of S^hab Singh of (Sujartt) his paternal aunt s htAfe ; 

indeed how he and his father before him, threw off^ as old gar- 
ment^ the mhusters and the tools of their several acts as they 
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gresserf, and witli what base logratifcnde they forsook, betrayed, or 
destroyed the companions of their early fortune/* 

“ Giying all license, Chind Kh^n, to your Pathin enmity and 
Musalindn zeal, I cannot hut think you underralue the Sikhs gene- 
raQy, and the Maharajah especially/* 

Wait, SaAih^ till you have ^en the effects of their rule as I 
have, till you j^e h*aced the line of their desolations as I have 
done, till on your own body you have home the weight of their 
tyranny as I have done, and then you will be better able to correct, 
or to estimate my opinions/* 

You and your race have suffered, Chind Khin : and I too, 
my friend, have I not tasted the cup of bittemess at their hand ? 
But. we must be just, and separate the evil and the da^gjung from 
the noble and the true/* 

“ And so I will, my Lord, when I find the latter, but 'tis 
hardly among their chiefs I am^liJkeiy to? do so ; Lena Singh is the 
best of them, and he chiefly shined because ho*s one star in a very 
black nijghi** 

You are severe Chind Khin, hut do you ^Te the Maha- 
rajali no credit for the order and suhmi«^ which he has 
hro light his <."ounlry, for the security of Hfe, for A protection of 
trade, for, in fact, substituting one master and one kukumat in the 
place of a hundred chiefs and a thousand tyrannies T* 

If he had done all you say, or lialf^ I should indeed call him a 
blessing to this land ; if desolation is order and s^bmit&a^ you 
right my loid*^ for vast tracts have been abandoned and left unculti- 
vitiSN^ t# Ae severity of Ms rule, and to the people being lite- 

^Ij sold to Ai fcmer of the revenues : the boasted security of life 
means little mew Aon that Ae Maharajah does not Mmsdf smtm^ 
capitally ; but he do hestter if he .'did, Am ■ ail 

thieves, whcAer young or old, wheAer new to Tice or barclened in 
its scenes, putting them all on a footing, raising every nmii’.s Iiand 
against Aem, and leaving them no resource but robbery. But w'hat 
protecton is Aere for life in the Panjab, except in a slight degree fur 
A© great ? Does my Lord mean that if I, or any other poor 
was to-morrow to be cut down in a street of LUiaur, Aere would 
be enquiry made ? ¥ot at all, unless indeed Ae K&iwil could 
Ail it to account by laying my death at^the door mn^ om who 
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could pay ; but, is tlie poor mau's death, whether hy open or secret 
murder, ever avenged, ever thought of ? And is it not worse than 
mhrder, that every marauding scoundi'el of a Sardar should be per- 
mitted to maim God's creatures (h\ even for wrong committed, much 
more, ps is often the case, on^mere suspicion, or on false accusa- 
tion ? H0IV then is the Mahamjah^ sole monarch when- all around 
him can thus act ? Ay, and can also plunder at -will the merchants 
you talk of Ms protecting, that is, by making them pay arbitrary du- 
ties, arid detaining them at will at tlieir chokies and ghats ^ and 
harassing them wi& eyery 

“ How do you reconcile the propdet^ ef Amritsir and Laliaur 
with what yon have just said I" the 

court and camp are tfe Eferbreath of Mhaur; remove them 
and it again becomes a desert ; the annual progresses of the 
Maharajah to Amiitsir, its sanctity as a place of pilgrimage, 
as the centre, in short, of the Sikh religion, are reasons for its 
importance ; it is dien the one place of collecting the hil pro- 
duce for diffusion in the plains ; the manufactures of Kashmir 
are prepared on orders feom Amritsir, and the different produc- 
tions of the Kangii and Mandi Mils are there gathered and ex- 
changed for the produce of the plains ; hut I have heard, and ray 
^ Lord knows raSch better than I do, that while the whole trade of the 
Patjah is confined to Aese two cities, and while Mult^i, Kupoor- 
tnlla^ Flk-Patan, Kussoor, Khem-KSiteh, and a huhdrecl places of 
former note have fallen away to mere villages, or to lieaps of ^hs, 
there are Miiulreds of cities in J lindusfcau, little inferior in wealth 
to Amritsir and Lahfiur ; and, it has often been said witliin my 
heatiiag fhai, ^ce Arab^ and tndian^ have sprung up under the 
Parangi fostering, the wealthy ernes of onr two cities would be glad 
to move themselves ttee, could they ctoy away their treasure, Or 
escape plunder or total confiscation for thinking of so doMg/'^ 

‘‘ Yes, I hear that traders above all oibers prosper under British 
rule, hut that the constant changing of systems and of custom regula- 
tions, tries their palieuoc aaid ilioir pockrjis too ; and let me tell you, 
their (histora House Offieem no more ilian ours, or niiv in the World, 
are iminaculalc ; on the other side of the SutluJ. You’ll hear as niiay 
^ jnore complaints on this head as here, yon >\ill find also 
polico of the Faitmtgt is fex perfect, and that though 
tish do not maim^ they let out thieves and robbers tfter they Imve 
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cauglit than,* because they won't confess, and inst^ of punisbmg 
them doubly for lying as well tis stealing, give them lessons on quib- ' 
bling ; there they build h%e jails (c) and thrust into them and ;tnis: 
tip people of all classes ; honest men who have been unfortunate, and 
villains and desperado®. Indeed, in my o|nnion, there is little to 
be said in their favor, fether than that by tiiek sfaspnger arm they 
keep their territoiy more smbmiMVe tltMi the Maharajah dc^ hm 
On the other lii^ if we look calmiy around tts, we shall see in the 
Panjih much to applaud, even though there is too much to repro- 
bate/' “ Ah Sakih^ saving your presence, and emboldened by your 
candour, your servant would represent that those w'ere the days, when 
the chivalrous Babar rode through the land ; he was not of our 
race, hut he was a true^PMshah ; then there were Akbar, and Au- 
rangzeb, patterns of monarchs ; they permitted BO/ id<datEp« do^s 
to pollute the land ,* and M^hmCid, my tw gallant 

and brave child of the bride of dties, Ghatet itnpregBable, the 
maiden fortress ! You have doitbileiss heard of IMahmod my 
lord ? how he rooted the. unbelie ws from the land, and how he 
planted the crescent thraughotit &e bounds of the five rivers ; and 
how, when, he would not be bribed to Spain the idol of Bomniriit on 
the westam he was rewarded by the showers of precidfus 

stones that fell from the shattered head of ihe dinion figure. Tliose 
were the days my lord ; India was then a happy land, every Pathfin 
was a gentleman, rode his stout horse, and was followed by his bold 
retainer : we are now poor adventurers, hating to seek our bread in 
the most distant lands, in the farthest south, to be bntwd 

into service, cheated of our pey, aiid then' pmmtted to enforce 
our Mr dmpagd^. Yes tlml Ei^HA Goveinnient that you 

so justly is a strange medley of inconsistencies ; old 

Shanisher KhMl '^whp petumed other day &om EhmEb tells 
me that there his people wm^e dean ch®ted^ and whi» they mere-* 
ly sat dkarna (d) their cliief, and did not even offer violence to 
him, ,die English came do\\Ti in great numbers, cut thorn up, and 
thought it a vcrv brave act. We too have siiii'crod much at 
their iteds ,; they slew the noble Eehmat Kliin, and allowed the 
base Oude^ to wirp our possessions, and but the other d^ they, 
spoiled Amir KhM (^J of his haril-“eamed conquests ; but withal 
they are better thrt the Sikhs, whom I spit upon ; the dogs, false, 
te^acherous, cowar^y d<^s ; »o, they arc not dogs, they are a <x«i 
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of tlie hog and the wolf ; are they not greedy and ghittonous with 
a dash of the Turkey-cock, loving display?'* 

t*^Pooh,ChaiidKh^n, moderate youi’ wrath, yon are talking non- 
sense, and I should not listen to each language; have you nothing of 
a different stamp to tell me? Do you know no good man among the 
chiefs ? are none of the greybeards, those fine, venerable looking, old 
fellows, are none of them respectable?" Truly I know none, my 
Lord, and if a good trait or an honest man is to be found among 
the bastard mce, it is among the lower order, and the few who cul- 
tivate their own fields, instead of plundering their neighbours ; hut 
what could you expect when you think of who mid what they were, 
even the best and bravest of them ? shepherds, pto%hmen and ar- 
tizans were the m& rei^ectahlie, Ad they, to swell th^ ranks and 
add to the terror of their name, allied themselves with the miscre- 
ant outlaws of all classes that the troubled times threw on the 
land ; there's an old adage my Lord, that put a faMr on horse- 
back aUd he^n ride to tbe devil, and what better was to be expected 
than that upstarts should he tyrants, and that hungry wretches, 
felling pell-mell into the xich granaries of their masters, should wal- 
low deep in sensuality ? IVe often thought of all tliis, and tried to 
excuse them, my Lord, when I've come across a decent fellow with 
to his name ; but no, it would not do ; I soon found he was a 
Lion but in m ;pss and owl at heart ; or I found him mgre 

than corroborating my opinions of his own people — all shew — all talk 
• — boasting and bragging — living on lies — to their heels and 
to their wits, rather tiian on their swords and spears, sharp and long 
though they be, No Sahib ; they are not Soldiers, they are well 
eaaUTigk aa robbers, they are hardy, but they cannot fight, and they 
won't fight, and their will crumble from their hands, more easily 
than it came to them, at the first appearance of an enemy/' 

Y ou are really scurrilous, Oh&nd KhiUi, and 111 not allblv you so 
to continue ,; tell me rather something of the nature of the country, 
Its soil and produce, its divisions and peculiariA^- Tell me any 
thing you know of these matters, but first inform me of the ; rise, 
course and outlet of the noble rivers tliat intersect and enriWx the 


land, or rUlher might do so, for I observed Kttle or no irrigA^ 
fhein as I crossed the several ferries, and still loss 
. was th^e on any one stream ; tell me, how tire the wood 

and the ginger and the dyes, and the iron of A© 
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jbills, brcmglit down to tlie plains ? And l>j wKat means is an ex- 
change of the produce of the different diKtricfs effected ?** 

“ Mj Lord i^sks as many <^uestions as the old Maharajah, ai«i £ » 
fast — not a SmiMgar^ hdhih^ but what little I do know is at my 
Master's service ; small fho* his knowledge he, who loves better tlian 
a Path^ to diffuse it ? The rivers of the Panjab, mj Lord knows 
are as the name indicates, five. The the ChlS^i the Eg- 

vi, the Beyah the I^ai or Glhl^ <3iy[ fey the famngu the 
Butluj, whidh it to die Southward. Tliey are all of differ- 

ent natures, and run through countries of various soils ; some are 
deep and mpid, others slow and tortuous ; but all are, for hundreds 
of miles, navigable for boats of ordinary d$e. But who wiE build 
boats under such a Government ? who trust his capital tn iteh 
spoilers?’* 

“There you go again, Ohind Kliaii, you preveut me from 
talking with you ; I seek information, you always fell into abus<‘. 
Hal ruksat mt ; Ehoda najir"* Thus taken al*ack, xi\y late Vtikil 
made his sfddm and, in a huff, retire!. 

I now endenTOiqf^ utmost to draw out the resources of 
my fratory ; my people confided in me, they had lately witiacted 
mj dbiEty to pr^ect ^em, and had early mj to do 

so.' I now im - Pi®' of mj "mAf toils . i imArs rose 
up at KgngrI, an!, 13 S 1 binned with such ambition, I might 
even have called a large ganj after my own name, but 1 rather 
preferred that it;^ owner should enjoy the honor and the profit of his 
own cash, and as each new trader, Saukar, or petty Baniyn came in 
with his, tray of sweets, I aecepbed the cheered him with 

and, where pn^ble, iAA' mom substanlial aid, 
go that; i ii^^ . diew tiie most wealthy men from Jambn, Ntif- 
pUr, and iuE States, and the former city, which, in the 

troubled days jff the Hkh rise, was a refuge to the coanmereM 
mtraity of the plains, gave place in importaucc to Kfingra. lit 
short, though I was not averse to feats of arms, and in my hotter 
yoti# had loved the battle-field, it was now more my ainbiiion to 
buH! hp a city of pe^e, an exceprion to the rule of those around 
me, ani comrnipiOfrate my name rather by preservarion than d^- 
tmetit^';’’ But Ihtre were soma few draw-backs ; and as .iiiiiit he 
expected, I had contend with petty interests and the arts of de- 
^5?iigning men, end^ayo^ring to impose on me, mtd mdnoe me to for- 
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tlier tlieir ends in reward for what they were doing or miglit do in 
locating themselves and friends in mj bazars ; an increasing por- 
tion of odium was also of course incurred from the neighbouring 
chiefs who considered me as a robberj stealing their fat geese, and 
though I told them they were welcome to entice all Kangra to 
their abode.^ ; that I neither punished, mulcted, nor in any way at- 
tempted to deter seceders, or inveigle settlers ; that, in short, X i^n- 
tented myself with letting things tate their own course, protecting 
all, actually icithin my limits, and letting them loiow they must not 
look to me imtil they entered, or after they loft my tcrrilory ; ihat, 
Unlike other Hardi'ws who considered it a point of* honour to shelter 
all settlers and to harbour, vvitlioTit question, the worst characters, 
or even ostentatiously to protect tten, i openly set 33^y fece against 
such system, and ])rocJaimed that I wanted no thieves, and woidd 
yield up to justice all oiBfenders fairly convicted of heinous crimes 
in other states. And further, in attempting to put down, theft, I 
strove hAwi to begin at the beginning, and to catch and punish the 
receivers, which proceeding caused great excitement, and affected 
the interests of sotae of the most respectable and well-to-do citizens, 
who, I found, openly sold the produce of other's plunder, and were 
not considered the worse for so doing ; to break the neck of this 
j^tem, I proclaimed that the receiver should he treated as the thief, 
and aftet warning being given, and a wealthy man convicted, *1 sent 
him tbted the town and territory for three successive diijs in irons, 
seated oh an ass, and proclaimed that he Was senteiiced to work in 
irons for a yj)ecified lime, and that all others so offending should be 
thus punished. 

ttto wereokrtA found lived on the vices of 

their rieiglihours, bearing a fair face to the world ; they hired out 
robbers, taking the principal part of the booty when suocesSsful, and 
affording subsistcnco to their tools, when the times were hard on 
their calling ; I found gangs of fellows united iU the felolest ties, 
withgra^^^® rank, faithfulto each other,* having their 
part, some to eiujuirc, otliors to effect tlie object desired, hut the 
most slvilfiiJ and oldest always to distract atfeniioh, and to turn the 
scent, in wrong directions. The system of every Sardur*s Jaytf^ 
or estates, being indepondeiil: in its police relations, was a 
to sach expert and experienced phmderers ; and by hunting some 
of their crew to the neighbouring chiefs, tmd by paying their way 
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liberally, they conW trace stolen property to any house or nlla|re^ 
hfH thie one to which it had been taken ; 1 endeavoured to pro- 
cure the names of the leaders of these parties, to buy over some 
of them » and to play them against each other; had my stay at 
KdngrA been prolonged^ I had hopes of some success, but, as “Nvill 
appear, my schemes and my castle huildJ^ were cut and 

sudden as had been nay entmnce' nti dndmj more 

den was my ten^raiy return io compari^re hmm^ and to the 
luxurious idleike^ of a military life. 

What do you think, Chlind Khan,” one day I said, of the 
foreign officers in the Mahanijaii’s service? 1 ask you because 30 U 
speak plainly, what is your estimate of their value to the Bore- 
reignty of the Panjab ?” ‘‘Shall Ispeak freely, fSahih ? They 
your brethren you say, hut you would oat with them ^d ycm drem 
alike, and hold the same creed; not indeed I 
derstaiid what was the faranffi religion ;; ifa no temples, say- 
ing no prayers, considering no time^ te or focKl, sacred or im- 
pure.” ^ ■ 

‘‘ We differ ium?e thun fm i|hink, Chdnd Khan; and farm^ 
you call tm, do womhip God ; hut our religion to 4o 

it in thO'heMtftod in om* closets^ not Wfora wmm dud in -tht ' mar- 
ket-places— it tells us tnea^ that <mr conduct sliuuld t>e such that 
we may not fear the eye of man or God to be on us,” 

“ fSdliib^ such doctrine is good, but to be candid, I have seen 
little of such practice, and though 1 have seen foreigners fall into 
^ - the customs, and join hand and heart in tbe tyrannies and vices of 
the SiHis, 1 can recollect no instamce, saAingmy master’s presence, 
and excepting him,,c£ a f^furh objecting to ai/y oflitv or 

any ^l^uae it eutaiied on him work derogatory to his hud ; 
they have £oremo^«t in offering where otlters have held 

hack; and when you count rheir wealth, what they and what 
they nominally receive as pnvj and then look to the style in which 
they, Eve, you will ]x‘rceive tiat they hitve at lca«l‘ (juickly Icanit 
the Ah system of Government.” 

‘‘ 3^4 not <l‘.c. Musalnjan, f'hrLnd 

“ Ok yes, I know that we too Irad our day ; Imt we ® 

ivould ^ better ,,,now if the reins d Government 1 %i 

hands of the und the 'Wwst of m ia the woi^ 

,^^gds compared te’ A luewts of 

I thought that General AvitaWe at "^^aisirAhlld, and Mr. 
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, Harland afc Griijarat, and General Ventura at 3 iultan, were pattern 
men 

So it is tlie fashion to call them, But see if thej don't 
chop off men's Bands and feet, and Bang up, with as little reason 
as the worst of the Sikhs : they hare the advantage of administer- 
ing districts naturally rich, (and you are aware that th^ general 
fertility of the Panj^b is a vulgar error) ; they have also the bSie- 
fit, as foreigners, of being supposed By the people to be more pro- 
tect^; By '&e oonrt, and By the court to he supp osed to be cared 
for By the British ; at mglit would Be thought a small 
matter, but when it is considered )hoW mndh value Ranjit Singh 
sets on the alliance, it may well Be supposed that he keenly 
scans each link of the connecting Aain ; and, some how or other 
the foreigners have all managed to keep up communication, 
with Ludiana ; Harland was once thear nokar, and may be so 
still, and both Ventura and Allard affect intimacy with their 
magnates/' 


But tell me how do they stand with the army, and the army 
with them 


The matter has been so managed as to afford them little 
influence ; they have instructed regiments, which have been re- 
* moved and replaced by others sent to be taught, and in like 
manner taken away #1006 employed on revenuouf dirties have 
few or ho troops with them, or the miKtary Commandant is 
pretty much independent, and often has the virtual mastery, by the 
tanhhwakB he holds on the revenues, and the troops he has to en- 
force them-" 


“ 'What do you think of the new System of discipline V* 
Why Sakih^ T tJjink, as do most others, that it's all 
ftidge, well enough to look at, and for display, but useless Beyond 
this; the Sikhs have never used it yet, and never will ; if ever they 
are indn^bd charge, it will be in a tumultuary rn^mer, and tlie 
straight parade-line system will be entirely foi^tten Ot* despised in 
the hour of action ; they Ih^selves say it wKto'fci parade, but 


'not for battle, you may therefore judge of what use all tfle 
has been. But it has had one good effect, it hm 
#on to the state of the army, their arms and their 
appem^ce ; and as the troops of their neighbours have . 
been worse fSiTOd fed mimerically inferior, the Sil#-powec has 
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spread, but> in tlie Iron Battalions of tlie farangh^ they will jin4 
other and the day that the two armies meet in the field, the 
Bikh Raj will end ; their Toiy discipline and, conceit will mint 
them ; their aiTectation equality will seal their destiny/' 

“ Yes, I hear, thii the Englisli are highly disciplined and 
efficient troops/* . 

“ They are Lions, Sakth^ e«h. soldij^ ^ ^ himself a host, and 
their equipment md. their gnns ate so unhke the tag rag and 
hob tail of otir Maharajah's turn-out, tliat it is a pleasuie to go 
to Liidiana to see them/' 

You are certainly not an indulgent witness for our master ; 
hut don’t repeat these opinions of yours, or say you hiTOTOd 
me with them/' 

Bu cJuuAmy Khudawand ; your serrant does not he 

holds sacred his master's thouglus/' 

Bahia, Chand Khan, you have leave to refins for the present 
and I was again left to my cogifauons as to Avhether he was a 
croaker, the Sikh (loveniment, yet strong and vigorous, or tum- 
bling to pieces and inviting dtrsf rue lion ; '• he is right in the main/' 
was the coiitiusion I came to. 

But I mu^t BOW' introduce my now to no- 

tice, the more so, as h© has a deal to say. Hk letter, after more 
than usiud conqiiinents, and telling mo that I wns a Bun among 
the stars, a hrilliaiit lamp in a dark night, and so forth, ran thus ; 

“ Yes thy slave, though he cannot cull himself an 

old servant, may with truth he ranked among the most faithful of 
well-widhers ; and having been e:&:aited to dignity, he will 

" endwoih' to evince that he is not altogether rtevrorfhy ; Light of 
a dark Sildl Ao times are hard, every man is watching his neigh- 
bour, and noron^ faows wkom to trust. The Maharajah's mii^ 

" is confused, pkw^id dem^K^uf k he li#te 

ttmhW and care- w^orin By day aiid by night the emi^aries of 
my Lord's enenjies are around him, tljey bw^efc him ai all hours:, 
and respect not even eteircise and recreation. But 

yester^y , it w as that, riding with in the neighbour-^ 

liood cf SMhmlr garden, as we tumtd a comer, a troop of thlr^ 
or forty p^ticsiU'aE^ attired as hill-men, I'uddady wheeled 
from the side of the' road, and a^mpktcdj ciosfxl the pa$g^^'df tli0' 
train, throw iig themb.el>ea on the ground^ hnd^rendmg the air with 
■ ■ ’ their cries for justice agwt , tyrant Beliaris, (meaning my 
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Other and more pointed expressions were used, but respect for my 
master fox'bid repetition. The Maharajah's ghurcharm and bhagm 
aifected to drive them a^ny, but it ms evident to thy servant that 
the whole was a prepared affair, and that the affected sympathy of 
the courtiers for the pretended oppresssed ra^igats was a mere 
trick to lead Ilis Higlmess to mistrust my master. I loudly ex- 
claimed so, or at least denied that any of the complainaiits were 
from Klngr^ hut, in the storm, of voices, my words, I fear, fell 
cm Jdie Mahai^’ah’s^^^ and the 

Itul^r of the Paiijab seemed troubled ; he spoke not, but care was 
evidently at his heart, and, I fear, lhat arise. 

Thy servant has already represented in what fatee ;^cpli€a:s Bnja Sar* 
chet Singh painted his defeat to ih& darbm\ and how he produced 
numerous evidences to show that, while in all peace and reliance 
on your hypocritictd messages, he was watching in obedience to 
his orders, you had coriie down vvith an immense army (which you 
had been long and secretly collecting) and had certainly repelled 
him ; hut that his few troops, thougli sadly outnumbered, had 
caused great .destnicrion in your ranks, and that he only wanted 
some reinforcements to wipe off the stain the royal hamier had 
suffered. 

« You are further said, my lord, to he in cdose intrigue with 
all the ME ®ajas, apd that even the duef of Little Thibet is a 
partner iiL the league against the Maharajah. His Highness is a 
•wise man, and does not believe all he hears, but be seems stagger- 
ed/andpai-iicidurly during the last few days, bis mizaj seems 
affecKfced ; tbe royal train was pnea ordered for a progress to Kan- 
^r sc^ cause that I could not ascertain, it was counter- 
manded The gteiO ^0 be to separate Lena Singh from 

vour interests by ofeng him'jotir post, and an expodiriott on a. 
large scale into tbe Iiills is talked of, for tbe purpose pf^mpleting 
the saliec^tion of the remaining Rajas, and brih^i® 
cli, and Others to their senses ; hdt, whatever H dhe ostensible 
ohiect, will be the i^al game, and tha laja will so manage 

that Hk Highness slmll not go, but That Gulab JSmgh or Sachet 
shall command the force. 

' > “ As muy be expected, tliete is consideniUe cxciicment dlobad, 

ifot it iw beeaumsTial of late for the Royal Army to meet wth de- 
feat, « aa to oppose the darbar’s orders^; in the ia?»rs 
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lioweTer, the real raotire of my Lord's resistance Is pretty fairlj 
imderstood, and the monejed nmen always end I>y wishing Amrit- 
sir and Lahaur had each gnoh a niler as KangrS, My Lori shall 
soon again hear ; his semat is vigilant ; this j>etitioB already ex- 
ceed§ the hounds of 

The same post brought a iritlt tbd mi of Fafit 

Azizudin, it was brief and (rnmtic, dii^pproving my h^ 
bouring mnticted desiring me to yield them up to justice 

without further demur, and myself to proceed at once to Lahaur, 
or that measures would he takeu to enforce obedience. "With the 
ahore order came no note of compliment from the fMqh\ as wm 
his habit to send iixc, axid it was clear that he had either teaUt 
gained by the Eaja, or that fear restrained him ftom his iumer 
friendly offices. 

Til ere was more truth in the rumour of a MU. oonfcdcracvthan, 
at the time, I was even myself BVmre of, hut ir -will not do to bring 
in the important events now a^t hand, at the tail of a chapter ; a new 
one must be devoted te what my ^veral neighbours were 
domgy while I wa» brushing up my arms, seeing that every arridb 
of in abundance and in its proper place. 

myseff ac- 
quainted with (he a&feB and conditiem of the Panjab generally, 
for I saw that the tide was setting against me, and felt that I could 
not long remain ut Kangra ; I studied also the characters of my 
followers, and by familiar and kindly conversation so^ughA te gmn 
their cojffidencc ; I found the sy^em kit partially md 

have indeed throiigliout my care^, ferod^o mot*© difficult point to 
attain, than to combine, so much of strictness as should prevent my 
people cm me, with, that forbearance that should attach 

them to my pa^fei. whkh* while it convinced them I was ready 
to meet all their r^l'wmitB, '•and desires^, 

shtmid make them feel I was not toy Ite wd« a tool oL and would 
mvariahly punish all attempte to impose on my indulgeiabe, for % 
felt that what was parumsH for the time to the Lodividual, was pos- 
sibly rm% te Mm in the end, and certainly misery and oppressi» 
to those within 'Ma controul : consistent,,, therefore, md 
meanonr was my with whatever succeia ^ it was out. ■ « 

Oz’i^tals indeed are titrange and fanciful goatees, the teme man 
that would watch ycw,#ok' W for nighte, cr expo^ him- 
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self to destruction on your behalf, would cheat you, pilfer you, lie 
to youj and daily and hourly neglect your orders ; the true philo- 
sophy then is to cultivate their better qualities and make the best 
of their defects ; treating them with what indulgence is possible, 
respecting their religious prejudices, hut, at the same time, oblig- 
ing them to respect yours, and not to treat you as if you were 
unclean animal, keejung them strictly to their duty, even though 
it be a matter of routine ; mindful that though • false alarms may 
deader! Vi^bnbe, di^abitude does so, much more certainly, and 
that what men are not taught in ordinary times to do as a matter 
of course, they may, in time of need, look on^ as ah^dship. 

But I’ve ketuted too long, and must return to more stirring 
matter. 


NOTES, 


(a) Every petty chief exercises judicial powers in his own territory oven to 
taking life ; the government is rarely troubled with a reference, except in cases 
of treason, infringement of the border, or offences committed hy one state 
against another, 

(b) A portion of the system raentioUed in the preceding note, which gives, 

tacitly at least, to every Sardar, police jurisdiction in his own lands. Mutilation, 
as stated in the body of the work, is the common punishment in cases that do not 
meet a capital „ - ■. * 

j[e) There is much room for iraprbveinent in the Fritisli jails ; wherever 
subordinate ofllcors of any nation or colour, hut especially in India, arc not di- 
ligently suiierintendcd, nhuses will follow, despite the most rigid laws and regu- 
lations. No edicts will supply the place of vigilant, personal inspedSon by the 
British functionary ; and the jack-^-all-trades sort of work, expected from a 
caviliaa, ^oes not favor this .needful attention, 

(d) The good old fashion of Br&hmatis and others sitting dliama at their 
neighboui 8 doors, and there fa^rting or thi^tenihg violently to destroy them- 
selves, is falling into disuse in British India. There are various Boi^ oSdharna, 
hut the object of the act always is, to bring the gmlt of the victim’s blood on the 
enemy or oppressor j and with thesgirae motive does the (0iilrt-fnar (vide ch. 

) #0^^ himself. « Cutting off the nose to vex the j^e,” is a. marvel- 
lously common practice ; I once saw a poor, half-witted cr^aiure, who fancied 
Um magistrate would not render him justice, approach thaV functionary, put a 
pulition into his hand, and, without leaving a moment ^ for him to open the 
paper, rush into, a well close by, at least thirty feet deep. Fortunately he was 
only bruised, and was glad to catch the rope that was let down to draw him put. 
The Patihdn dharnci is generally of a more intelligible kind, and to th© 

injury of the defendant instead of the plaintiff, tile troops of Amir 
ready mehfckaed id *h« dotes to cA, U) more thaa oace jptk Um ta the 
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(e) I wonder Bellasis allowed the little MtilfSni to talk after tills fasliion ; 
for the real state of the case the reader is referred to notes on ch. Ist above re- 
ferred to. Perhaps, however, Chittd KhS-ft meant that Amir Kh4n was deprived 
of a respectable and locr ative posaessioa when his marauding propensities were 
restricted. 

(/)^ A scene like that here described occurred either to Lord Auckland or 
his predecessor. 

(jg) The Sikhs ate very jealous of or others leaving th^ lands and 

settling elsewhere ; and on the other hand hoM It a poiht of honor not to gite 
up even notorious odfenders who take refuge with them. The rules proposed 
by Bellasis regarding thieves, settlers, and others, have, to my knowledge, been 
attempted, and with some success. 

(h) I believe, for every practical purpose ; and the zealous and able officer 
who lately served in the Sikh army against the Eusafzais is convinced of the ab- 
surdity of attempting to enforce European discipline in the field. 
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©Sliif CT'Jl SfESIl'Jlo 


OOKTENTS. 

^ hMory iht r$ad^ ftiay rmd or naif as ht plmses*^* 

» ■ , ■ " ' ' ^ - . ,., . . 

** Tue martial courage of a day is vaia, 

An empty noise of death the battle’s roar, 

If vital hope be wanting to restore. 

Or fortitude be wanting to sustain, . 

Armies or Kingdoms.” 

WbrdmoHh*. 

Th.e current of luy story lias been a good deal clogged by feel- 
ing tlxat in tbe Panjab I am, to many of iny readers, treading on a 
perfect ‘‘terra Incognita;" as niy object is, tbmforej to edify as 
well as amuse, to be intelligiblo, as well as interesiing, I will even 
y^tnxe to give another half chapter of downright history, straight- 
forward of &cf8, as far as I know. But, gentle reader of 

these auwortliy adventures, you who read to learn, you who read 
to idle, and you who read to scoff, you. are aU right, all wrong, as 
in ^rlo■^t qucstioiis are both parties to a degree ; though iny bile be 
nor a veriraMo Jiistoiy, it need not therefore be all fiction: allliough 
it is neither romance nor novel, it is not therefore all fact, but as 
beffee hoticed it is grounded on reality, and even if the pictures 
are Mares, each individual sketched has sat Ibr his likeness, and 
the nation at large has been before me from which to draw, 
mid to lead those who peruse my pages into some acquaintance 
■with whpi: has been, what may be, and what are J®.e moral and 
" of the Panjab. '■ ' !;yf " 

1 Ictfl off in my historical outline with tlio par® consolidation 
of the Sikh confedenuy on the death of Ahmad Shah (a); some no- 
tice was also given of the condition, of the people and the relatJfej 
proponions of Sikh, Hindu and Musalman, and an estimate of theSr 
military force, which was entirely^ I may sixy, the creature of Ran- 
jit SIiigh*s genius ; if after all it can be called abihtj and 
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to tlirow aside the weapon tliat won him his laurels in order to try 
one that cuts both and in the use of which he w'as inexpe- 
*’ienced. I am inclined to consider that the Maharajah would 
hare shewn more foresight if he had devoted the same attention 
that he did to European tactics, to rendering his troops really elfi- 
cient after their own fashion ; if he had erected fortifications a- 
round Ijaliaur and Amritsir on Europ^n models^ and there plant- ' 
ed his guns, enema hering liis troops in the field with but a few 
and perfbedy equipped light artillery ; he had models near at hand, 
mid even furnished him by the British ; but oriental penurioiisness 
prevented his doing the thing properly, ‘dt sounds well to talk of 
a hundred guns ; yes, a hundred half equipped (6) are surely better 
than twenty-five in better style.” So reasoned the King, and his 
com'tiei^ told him all he did was right ; mid thus, while h^ afiect- 
ed to be able to bring sixty guns into tlie fields, fee pould not really, 
after one day’s march, have manoeuvred with twenty ; every troop 
has its gmi-carriage agency, and every Sardar in charge of guns 
makes very muofe; what amngements seem to him best, and al- 
though each gun has eight Iforses attached, and is, according to 
their notions, looked to, the waggons and tumbrels ai-e left to 
the tender of horned cattle. Can any one conceive a 

greater absurdity ? Is it not like tyln^ up one leg of a man going 
to run a race ? but so it is, and a very good sample it olfers of the 
handuhtM of -the military cstablisliiiieiit; eight horses, I was told, 
were put into the gun traces, as the country w'as generally hemy 
and roads had, but when I asked, why not horse y«wiumbrete 
top ?" ihb riiply was, bullocks do for them, dr in hf need, 
we can pack the anmumitiou on camels.” The horses, throughout 
scrricc, both in cavalry a nd artillery, arc undersized, and want- 
ing weight cither for a ch argo or for cfiicicuioy in dmught, and 
when LI is consirlered thaf many of the sawan^ m^plied by the 
Jagirdurs. are six and eight anna men, it may be oonta^ived how 
ill mounted tliey must be, and how poerly fed the cittle ; for the 
Briiisli, I bilicve, give tw’clve annas a day to iTieir Irregulars^ and 
yet have a difficulty in securing their efficiency. TTia infantry, 
then,of thePanjab is their standby, as regular troops, but as to how 
much tlieg are to be relied on, I have already given nay opinion, 
and having seen a good deal of their Sardd rs and commaiidaiits, 
the only wouaer to me ^ how they achieve such good stage effect 
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on parade, and tow, witli so mucli want of regimental domestic 
economy, tlieir paltans hold together for a day. There is no such 
thing as regular pensions for wounds to individuals, or reward to 
their families for falling in the service ; a disabled soldier is per- 
’ knitted to hang on, to sit in his lines and draw his pay, or part of 
it; when he dies, there is an end of him and his claims. Furloughs' 
are given for two months of the year, generally in the rainy sba-' 
son; during these months the troops receive full pay, though the 
system of Dost Miihammed and others was to calculate the year 
’ as having ten months, and to pay only lor so many, considering 
tlio men as defunct or in a state of liyberriatinn during the rest of 
the year. But to my historical sketch. . : ^ 

Ahmad Shah cannot be said to have ever held the sovereignty 
of the Panjab ; through hia Lieutenants he ruled Kashmir, Mfil- 
tan and Sirhind, but the proper country of the Panjab was never 
for any continued period under his control ; more, than once the 
Afghan Governor of Labaur was restricted to the bounds of his 
capital, and it was only by repeated incursions, arid by the terror 
his pei-soual prowess always canied with it, that the Abd-llli Mo- 
narch continued to keep a footing south-east of the Atak. In 
1773 Ahmad Shah died of a cancer in his face, and was succeed- 
by his son, whom, as Prince Tiiniir, the Sikhs had already driyen 
B'om Amrit;sh;f he was of a different temperament from his father, 
and was content with his western possessions, and unwilling to 
continue the struggle with the wild and doaing Sikh -leaders, then 
rising into norioc. During his reign therefore of t^vcnty years, tlie 
land was nearly at peace, and would have been eniirciy so, Jincl 
the Sikhs been content to kavc unmolested -Multan, Mankera and 
the other Ptlthan possessions. 

It was during the early daj's of the Sikh temporal fontuktes 
that tlic family of J^nnjil. Singh first came into notice. 

Desoo, a ^dt cultivator and owner of tliree ploughs and one 
well (u), is^e first of the family noted in Sikhannals j his son, Nodh 
Singb, mamed the daughter of Oul^b Singh, a khruindar of Ma- 
jethia; who had taken ih^ pa/ial (df), and persuaded his son-in-laW 
to do so too. ISfbdh Singh, therefore, on liis marriage, forsook his 
peaceful occupations and joined as e trooper the miml of 
Singh of Gujaiat, called the, Fy^iooiiapureea misal,; he dtl^ W;/ 
17^0, leading three 0pns, when ihe eldest, Charat Singh, jomhfg ^ 
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ivith Ills brothers Dul anJ Jodli Singh, raised a banner of their 
o-s^, and fi-oto being mere Dharwees or highwaymen, they soon 
established a derail or camp of their o^vn, and emulated the 
proudest. 

The wife of Cliarat Singh was from Giijraoli, a small village 
not far north ofLahanr, where, throngh her influence^ he gained 
permission to build a small mud fort as a stronghold for his family, 
and the plunder acquired in liis expeditions. 

The vicinity of Gujraoli to Lahaur was an eye-sore to the AiT- 
ghan Governor, who, hiring the ser^dees of a band of Sihbs, moved 
' out to destroy the rising fortress ,* his allies forsook him and he was 
defeated and scarcely escaped ; this, action was the main cause of 
bringingdown Ahmad Shah's prowess on the Siklis in 1762, when'' 
he so signally defeated them near Sirhind in the. action .called by 
the Sikhs the Ghuloo Gora, or bloody held, the losses of which day, 
tliey so well revenged the following year when tliey slew Zyn Khan 
the Governor, and sacked Sirhind, leaving it to this day a ruin, (c) 

At this time the Sikh., confederacy was divided into twelve mi- 
mh or brotherhoods, the leaders were universally men of low birth, 
jit cultivators, shepherds, or, artizans ; but they were stirring fel- 
lows, aud.eacii h^d yvon his way from, small beginnings to the head 
of swarms of mai^udiug horfeeinen.^^ leaders were followed by 
their relations and personal friends, and df course, the greater was 
the success of each, the more numerous became his band. « 

The affectation of equality was not restricted to the but 

each horseman in his own allotment considered himself as inda- 
p.^dent ^hetionaxy, if not Prince : be was tied to hia ^chief by the 
bond of mutual self-interest, as long as he remained in that service ; 
if displeased, lie changed his banner, and found many ready t® 
welcome liiin. . ; < m % 

The Barddr’s duty, was to lead in -war, to arbitrate ^ peace; his 
allotment of all conquests was made by geniipil ac^tuhation, in 
proportion to his supposed merits and the means he had - personally 
brought to bear; the subdivisions were then made. The leader was 
treated with a certain respect, which again much depended on his 
personal character, and no one considered himself hound by any 
law, but Ills own pleasure, to look to or regard the head of his com- 
munity ; some of the chiefs are said to have been able to master 
ten or twelve thousand horse, and tlieir combined strength to have 

Q 
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mg for ten years administered witli great ability and prudence bis 
territory independent of bis niotlier, whom be put to ; death fur in- 
triguing with a Brahmdn^ did Eanjit Singh bis mother for si- 
milar conduct with his minister Lakhpat Singh. 

Ranjit Singh was only twelve years old when he succeeded him 
father Maba Singh; for bve years his mo thef-in-law Sada Kan- 
war, who was now head of Jai Singh’s Misal, governed in his 
name, and, in concert with his mother and the paramour of the 
later lady, mai^aged the affws of her^^ s territory; but in 

17 93, being fhen seventeei^ ^ Ranjit ]g^ut ' his mother to 
death, got rid of takhpat Singh, and a^s^aed management of 
his own affairs, > for many years, however ^tdfiriuch guided and 
aided by the able couns^ of Sada Kaiiwar. During the years 
1796 and 179.7, Slidh Zaman, the blind, old ex-monarch of K^bul, 
now residing at Ladhidna, who had then lately succeeded his fa- 
ther Taimur, twice invaded the PahjAb and even entered Lahaur ; 
but it w^ never the policy of Ranjit to oppose himself to eq^ual 
numbers, or indeed to the chance of reverse ; he early went; on the 
piinciple of avoiding all risk,- and tho-&gh by no means wanting in 
personal courage, be looked closely to the policy of all his acts, to 
the probable result— the cost and the gain : the sheep skin caps of 
Ahmad Sh^ (’^ were therefore still remembered, and Raujit deemed 
it more pmdent to. leave the field of the PanjAb fon the invader, 
and to tty bis own forttfides beyond 4he. Suteluj. WMle, therefore, 
ShMi Zaman w^as acquiring a temporary hold of I^aliaur and its 
neighbourhood, Ranjit was gaining j)erTnaiiejit conquests in the still 
weak and unsettled neighbourhood of tlie Suteluj and Jamjia; and 
on the Shah evacuating Lahaur, and leaving it to the mercies of 
the three debauched Sardars^ Chair Singh, Mohur Singh, and 
S&Mb Singh, it struck Ranjit Singh that he would gain possession 
of it himself; he did so with l>ut little difficulty, and actually had 
the sldil to gain a mnad for its occupancy from the Affghki 
mqiia;rch» ' \ 

; Now the a;ncient se^-t of Goyernm^^-^d sfrengthened 

by^bis lately acquired conquests, he already ‘assumed supremacy ; 
and, though fiercely opposed by bis old enemies the Bhanghis, and 
also by the Paihdns of Kussodr, and Hs uncle, Sahib Singh of 
Gujaidt, he daily acquired new strengtli, making each day’srwork 
help to rite business of to-morrow, and soon obliged the Ktis- 
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■soorians to pay tribute, and entirely put out the light of the Ban- 
ghis. 

The Chiefs of the .different misaU now began to fear each for 
himself, and seeing every clay bringing hew actions, seizures and 
forfeitures, they attempted to unite and protect tlieniselves, but the 
Maharajah was already too strong for them, and under Sada Kan- 
war, having the whole strength of the Ghunnees on his side, and 
having exchanged turbans with Fateh Singh, AloowaJa, and broken 
up his chief enemies, he was now beyond the reach of successful 
attach. 

Kanjit was already paving his way for his conquests in the hills ; 
as auxiliaries and as friends to one or other of the mountain chiefs, 
the Sikhs were now Well acquainted wdth the mountaiu regions, 
wuth what was w^orth taking and the way to get at it;' ^nsar 
Cliand, by his inroads into the plains, brought destruction to him- 
self ; and most of the others, by their own feuds, hastened their 
ruin* , 

. The dissensicnss among the sons of Taimur now prevented far- 
ther danger of AbdS<li invasion, but rather left to the mercy of the 
Sikh the possessions of Menkera, Pash^war, Mtiitki, &c. to the 
seizure of which the new monarch early turned hii attention. But 
nearer and more pressing dbJSdfe detaf lied him from immediate 
execution of his plans. In 1807 he took Kussoor, and the next 
year again moved across the Suteluj, and was only stopped in a 
wide sweep of conquest by the British Comrnissioneri' M|r« Met- ' 
calfe; the Maharajah weighed well the course he should take (^ 7 ), but 
bi^g offered very ^ liberal terms, no Jess than a of all his 

possessions acquired up to the be^ning of the discussions then 
pending, and seeing with his own eyes that the British, though 
few, were supfetBly. i^^pped, that they were fresh from a long tide 
of victory and d^pised tMs mere hands of predatory horsemeu ; 
having also the grdat ^ refugee in. l.us camp as a si>ecinicn 

of the prowess of the Eugh^h ; he took the wise course of binding 
himself by treaty to respect tihe present boundary and in no way to 
molest the Nish^wMa, Shahid and Phoolkea Misals which had 
placed themselves under the British protection. 

By this trea^ty, Ranjit Singh was guaranteed in the property of 
more than twelve lakhs of rupees of possesions on the left bank of 
the Buteluj, a country, by its extent and position alongthe banks of 
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a great river, capable of producing ten times tbe then revenue j it 
has, however, little profited by the^ long interval of peace, and 
though external war has ceased its periodical visits, internal feuds* 
unadjusted lights, insecurity of every thing most „ dear, and the ab- 
sence of any one interested in upholding a better system, have 
kept the banks of the Suteluj in a state of comparative desolation. 
The tribes inhabiting them, bound by no natural ties to their Sikh 
Rulers, and discovering nothing to' respect in thfem, and indeed 
appustwed to-see' tjie despot of to-day a fleeced and house- 
less wretch, to-morrow, have attended little to the cultivation of 
their soil, hat have preferred the more idle occupation of tending 
cattle. Thus every village has its herds ; they wander and graze 
almost at large, trespassing even on the states of other chiefs, 
until some petty cause of oflence arise, and then commences a long 
series of afirays, assaults, seizures ahd. reprisals, until such a state 
has arisen that no chiefship but has its Mood-rfeud wi& every vil- 
lage or petty state around it, causing a frightful pohditfe' of inse- 
curity, and rendering unsafe the movements of the most peaceful 
- member of a community, he being liable to seizure in retaliation for 
■ some offence, real or imaginary, of another individual subject of 
the same' state. A similar system very much obtains throughout 
the Panjdb, except that the trans- Suteluj possessions are further 
from the seat of G-overnraent, and that there is a delicacy on the 
part of the Maliarajah to move troops in that quarter, that the 
people know this, and hardly consider themselves as subjects there- 
by rendering more dogged the, at no time very smooth, wheels of 
Government. ‘ if 

The trea^ with the English had, in a measure, quieted Ranjit 
Singh's mind ; for, although for a time suspicious as well as angry, 
he could not but admhe and respect the Goveriiment that, gained 
conquests and acquired possessions only to give them to peo- 
ple haying no manner of claim on them, and when he saw that 
the Pattiala, Jindh, Nabha, Kh3i:ul, and other chiefs w'ore not only 
treated with all respect and consideration, btit that they were 
neither nudeted, nor in any vray called upon even to pay a share of 
the common expence of keeping up the general government, t^at : 
neither fines nor vazars were taken or demanded from hei|:j?,;h'o^ 
loans exacted (^.) by the English in their necessities, he couldj^fhut 
then beleve that such a government was really in earnest 



AN ADYENT17RER IN THE PANJAB. 


127 


s^rtioiis tliat the peace of the frontier was their only object, and 
the well being of the Sikh people their single desire. And when, 
not long since, the AlooWaia, Mumdot and other smaller chiefs 
threw off the Lahaur ,yoke(?) and vainly courted British aid, the Ma- 
harajah had another proof of the justness of the opinion he had 
first formed, in the face of the counsels of , his Surddrs and other 
advisers. 

In 1809, by a stratagem, he acquired the mountain fastness of 
Kangra ; .in 1810, he besieged Multan, but was bought ofi' by the 
Governor, now left to his own resources by the Afghan Monarch ; 
in 1812 he took the MU fortresses of Bhembar and Eajaoree and 
the territory attached, and the next year, by a bribe of a lakh of 
rupees to the Governor, gained possession of the fort ef Atak, 
commanding thereby the passage of the Indus.. In 1814 he sig- 
nally failed in an attempt on Kashmir, and ehfmjbd bo farther 
aggression on a large scale until 1818, when^ afto'much prepara- 
tion, and after having himself gone down the Indus and paved the 
way by bribing, soothing, or , buUying the petty chiefs, and either 
preventing their uniting in the defence of or causing them 

to join in its attack, he agmn set hinself down before it> and after 
a sharp, though n-jt very long defence^ he gained posseSMon of the 
imcieiit city of Multan, slaving the^ Governor Nawab Muzafiar 
Khan and several of his sonS' in the breach. A fanatic Akati is 
said to have been the main instrument in the capture ; mad with 
opium, he threw himself into the breach, and follow edr by a for- 
lorn hope of such like material, cut his way through the. ^feished 
and; degeiierate moslems, wto had of late years prefbffed the ab- 
surd attempt at relieving themselves from their Sikh enemies by 
buying them ofi* instead of expending the same money in enters* 
taining troops khd their defences ; so much .^quick- 

er was the Maharaja m this instance than expected, while 
the neighbouring Chiofe of Monkera and bahawalpur were con- 
certing to aid the City;.'the took it, having actual!)' in Ids camp a 
small contingent of the . whose hearts were with their 

Musalmdn brethren in the town ; in like manner, the Patham 
of Kasoor, lately brought beneath the yoke, were obliged, to lend 
their unwilling: aid to subject another Pathan state. The plunder 
of Multan was gro^, and reported greater ; and such was, now 
the Maharcya's power that he,ventui‘ed to rob his soldiers of their 
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acquired booty. The only otlier instance of such an act on record; 
is that of NIidir ■which at the time, nearly, and perhaps did 

eventually, cost him his life ; but for Kanjit Singh, in the face 
of the system of Sikh brotherhood to laugh not only at the rule of 
every man being entitled to his ptta^Q£) but actually to take from 
the troops the hard cash in their possession, was doing what none 
but a very bold man dared to do, at such a time and with such a 
people. 

^Qltpih paved the way for the^ conquest of Peshawar and 
ICfeishmh;hot]^ tof w ' fell to the same arts that the 

Panj^h had done ; in 1823 for the la^ time fhe ^ikhs and -Afghans 
met in a pitched battle at Noushera, where Ranjit Singh’s, personal 
bravery and that of his AlMis (whom he freely expended in 
such engagements) chiefly conduced to ‘the success of the day t 
the tide of conquest had already been turned backwards, and this 
was the last attempt of any consequence by the^ Afghfln crown, or 
rather Chiefs, for there had been so many kings mid so many 
aspirants for power that the energies of the nation were expended 
in its own destruction. * In 1827 Syud Ahmed’s religious war had 
disturbed the D.arhar, and the fanatic; having obtained a footing 
in the Yusufzye country, and being warmly supported by the wild 
and warlike tribes of that strong region, alarmed Ranjit Singh 
much; but,, ahoqt the time I went to Kangra, the Syud was slain, 
and his foho^brs dispersed by a ‘fqrfe under .iKunwar ; Sh^ Singh, 
who tlle^&y gained great credit at Court and some eclclt with the 
Army! Hie Syud had actually acquired possession of Peshawar 
and chiefly lost the good will 'of Im supporters by over- strictness, 
as to, religious ceremonies, as well as by tohebing their pockets ta 
aid hid military enterprizes. 

I have thus faintly slcetched the Sikh progi'ess up to the time 
I joined the ranks of its Army, and have thereby shewn that, con-, 
ttary to the general supposition, there has been but little 
fighting in the Panjab for many years ; that most of the acquisi- 
tions were . gained by diplomacy, and that .the Sikh valour can 
scarcely be send to have been yet tned, and that to hold their own 
they will hive to put forth more manhood than they have yet 
quired to do. I have already, in a former Chapter, .stated the 
strength and condition, of the army when I joined, at which 
time the revenue that came into the public treasury was a crore 
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and a half yearly, nearly as much bemg the portion of the Sarda^rs 
and proceeds of their Jdghirs, 

Faint as is the outline here given, much of it is taken from 
Prinsep’s narrative, the contents of which I have reason to believe 
to he accurate and the delineations of Sikh character, as depicted 
by the late Captain Murray to have been very correct ; the only 
credit, therefore, I aspire to is for clearly condensing the inforxoa- 
tion collected by that officer, which in very few instances needs to 
be corrected by after enquirers, indeed Were all the British Agents 
d^igent and desirous after the truth as he was, India would be 
a well known country. 

But I may have tired my reader's patience too much, 
trapped him into disquisitions which, however, as he is ;iot obliged 
to read, he has no reason to complain of ; and now J wxtt return 
to Kote K^gr^, even though I have other to . write of ; 

but a frightful catastrophe that at this tim|e took: place, almost 
under my eyes, demands notice m the instance. 

Ch^nd Kh^n and his late jailer were in open arrest under the 
care of AJiverdi KhAn ; ualess to come to myself they had no per- 
mission to leave the Mffitani lines. Breathless with haste and 
terror, Aliv^di iChAn rushed into my presence# moming^ after 
my late conversation with GhSnd KhAn, exdaiming “ Sahibs he's 
dead !*' Who is dead, man ?‘' ** ChAnd KhAn, Sahib /” 

ChAnd KhAn,’* echoed I — ** tell me how and when ? poor fel- 
low I and is he really dead Pulling on my upper garment, I 
rushed out with the MnltAni, and on entering the enclosed area, 
one.qf ^ voutside rooms of which had been oed^pied by 

W faithful follower lying on the ground weltering 
ffi his Mood ; Ms head was nearly severed from the body, there 
was also a de^ in his side, and two of his fingers were hang- 
ing, from the right hand suspended by the mere skin. By a cut 
on. the charpai on which tlie unfortunate man had lain, it appear- 
ed he. had been attacked when asleep, and by the wounds on his 
fing^vs he m^st have attempted defence, seized the sword and tried 
to wrest it from his murderer's hands. With a heavy heart I re- 
turned home sffier having made all possible enquiries to enable rue 
to get a clue, to the Moody deed ; three persons appeared to have 
been engaged ahd to.have performed their work leisurely and cool- 
ly ; the old Sikh j^Aer missing, an#, of course, all attributed 

. R 
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for a short time very violently on the maidan in front of his residence. On hiS 
return, he replied to the proposal, by expressing his astonishment at the impu- 
dent assurance of the British Government in making it. The English, he said, 
had refused to receive the independent Sikh States under their protection, 
which had some time before been solicited, and now that he, not being so scru- 
pulous, had, at a great expense of blood and treasure extended his power over 
them, the English very coolly tell him to turn out, and make over charge to 
them ! He wished to know what kind of friendship this was ? Sir Charles could 
• not deny the justice of the Maharajah’s argument, hut very judiciously urged 
the policy and expediency of yielding a point that would make the British Go- 
vernment his firm and lasting friend ; and reminded the King that, being se« 
in this ^uarter,Jbe might be at liberty to extend his conquests in more pro- 
htahie dirh^tionSi il^s Highness took the hint, conceded all that was required 
of him, and, to the latest day of Ws life, expressed ;Ms obligation of the sugges# 
tion, assuring Sir Charles Metcalfe on every occasion that presented itself, of 
hia grateful remembrance of the good advice he had given. 

(h) Loans have two or three times been taken from the Fatiala and Kaha 
Chiefs, who, with great astonishment, found that the Company re paid the full 
amount, with interest. v 

(*) In the last note but one, the fact is referred to, that the Chiefs mention- 
ed in the text, sought admission within the British pale, which was refused, tho* 
that Government used its influence to obtain terms for them with, their own 
Chief, 

(A) Equality among the Sardars was, as has been stated, a fundamental law 
of Sikh policy, and was observed, zouch as other laws enacting equality have 
# ever been. 
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OONTSNIS. 

’!27ie plot thickens, , 


At once there rose so wild a yelli 
Within that dark and narrow dell, 

As all the fiends from heaven that;f^ I 
Had pealed the banner-cry of hell. , 

Forth from the pass, in the tujpuljt driven, 

Like chaff before the wind of heaven. 

The archery appear : 

For life I for l^e I their fight they ply, 

And shriek, and shout, and battle-cry 
And broadswords flashing to the sky, 

Are maddening in the rear 1” 

« • « « in % ♦ 

« quell the savage mountaineer 
As fheir Tinchd cows the game I 
They come as fleet as mountain deer, 

We’ll drive them hack as tame !" 

Scott, 

Chaad Khan’s death came on me so suddenly, mnidst go jhany 
trodhfosj^ ^ I was quite bewildered ; his Molthm squad were, 
I saw, by hb means satisfied with the part I had taken in regard 
to their leader on Ms return from Lahaur ; and, as was natural for 
mde minds, cduld not understand how I should treat a servant 
whom*! trusted and liked, as I had done lOknaid lOtoi, no(r could 
they forget that their ifeiend w Ms death. 

I could appreciate men^s Bolings, and, therefore, regarded 
not their glances, but exerted myself as if I had been their com- 
rade to trace out the villains ; a sword and a shoe had bemi 
behind, both Were eommoii coarse articles, made by village Work- 
men, and it was iny grhat object to find the manufactiirers; all my 
endeavours however fa^^ and it was long before the truth Was 
revealed and another depA of Sikh character fathomed. 
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How mncli I now missed my YaqU ! His careless, easy man- 
ner, so unlike any otliei* native of my acq^iiaintance, liad drawn mo 
towards liim, for, whatever may have been the value of his ha- 
rangues and opinions, they had an earnestness and a devil-may- 
careness about them ; that was very attractive to one like myself, 
who hadso long dwelt among men measuring their words, and watch- 
ing the listener's eye to judge of the effect of the first sentence 
before a second should be penn itted to issue from tbeir lips, who 
cpuld never give an answer y^ithout considering why the question 
was put, and if it meant more than met the ear/' Musalman, 
Hindu, and 3ihh? almost all of my ^ac^quaintanees diuing my not 
long, but very busy career having been of such stamp, I could 
not but appreciate CMnd KJiAn, and in his cordpany felt as. if with 
a European intimate. To replace such a man was no easy matter, 
and seldom was a bold and wise counsellor more needed than just 
now at K^mgra, for without w^ere enemies thickening, and within 
fi^iends and followers were wavering. 

Taking Aliverdi KIiAn aside one day, I remarked to him, as- 
if casually, that he and his comrades appeared to be tired of my 
service, that if so, the road was open, they should have a free pass- 
age to their homes, be paid up to the last coiiree^ and receive certi- 
ficates of conduct. “ Has your Jidwi given ofieiicc, is my Lord 
displeased?" was the reply; “ By no i^eans, Aliverdi, Ido not 
usually disguise my thoughts, uoT; do I offei* when I have 
reason to complain of my Servants ; die case is as I've stated, you 
seem to have something at your hearts, and I would not be served 
by im^villing hands.” Khodawand^ shall your fidwi speak.” By 
all mejmsj.^ead, speak out.” “ My Lord is angry, and distrusts 
Ids servants, but believe me Sdhih^ we would die for you ; true it 
is that we are grieved at the dog's death that our brave and open- 
friend and Bardar has met. We are down-hearted on his i^ccoimt, 
and, pardon me my Lord, we think that, considering his zeal and 
his services, Chand Khan was but ill rewarded/' Aliverdi w'as a 
fiivourite, and one who had not taken on, froindhe partiality shewn 
him, I therefore explained to Hin how hnpoSSihle it was I cpnld 
have acted differently to wai^ds the up&ftunate deceased ; “But 
no man/' repeated J, “ more Laments his death, or will go, fur&m* 
to ayenge it.” “ And so I have said my Lord,” rejoined the Pat- 
han ; “ thete are odd fellows among us,, and some of them are wil- 
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fill and suspicious ; but I^re reminded tbem bow you baye treat- 
ed us from the beginning, and bow you baye exerted yourself 
since Oliand Kban's death/’' The result of this conversation was 
an alteration in the demeanour' of any men, wbom 1 now found 
doubly alert and anxious to wipe away from my memory this tem- 
porary suspicion. 

At this time I received a parummh to the effect, that I was 
to. produce Cband Khan atLabaur, dead or alive; that failing to 
do so, I should be made personally responsible. “ Short and sweet 
excMmed I;” they are coming to it in earnest now; tbeyll have 
me dnt of Kangra, but the Mabarajab must come himself, forbe’U 
bnd that be has one obedient servant; one of^cer who respects. 
Msorde.s.” 

How I came to be Governor of Kangra often puzzled me, and 
bow I, a stmnger and a foreigner, was trusted as supreme in so 
strong a bold, when the system of the government was to suspect 
all its servants, and in the pettiest forts to put more than one au- 
thority, or sometimes as many as three or four thanadars to watch 
and check each other. The conclusion I came to, was an unusual 
one for the Panjab, that having been much favoured, I Was hound 
to be very honest ! 

My position in all its bearings I explained to Mahtab Kowr, 
she advised, nay conjured me to fly, but I could not take such a 
step without subjecting myself to suspicion, and giving a triumph 
to my enemies ; I however converted the little money I had amass- 
ed, buing about two thousand pounds sterling, into gold, and bills 
in the British territory, and I always canied about my 
person £500 worth of gold in ducats and in thin plates. In my 
travels thmugh jp^any countries I had been accustomed thus to 
load myself, by secreting my cash about my pei-son, generally in a 
belt round my waist ; l)ut in times of dajiger in more unsuspected 
places; just now I could not but feel that every day might l)e iny 
last af Kangra, nnd indeed nith so much to contoiul against, I 
should have yielded to the slonu had not. my pride forbidden, and 
had I not had a dearer object than self to care for. Marriage is 
thought hy sonijte to incapacitate a man for the duty of a soldier («), 
and to deteriorate iiim for all active business; my own experience 
contradicts the opinion ; an active man will be active, and a slug- 
gard, slothful, be he either benedict or bachelor: nor would any 



136 


PASSAGES IN THE LIFB OF 


woman, worthy of the na^e of wife, think of interfering with 
what regards the credit of her husband, unless to urge him on- 
wai’d, to cheer him by her counsel on departure and in absence^ 
and to brighten his home to him on his return ; such is the part of 
that wife whose husband makes her the partner of his heart, of 
his cares and his joys. 

The young and innocent mind of Mahtah was fast maturing: 
my visits to herself and mother, though still unfrequent, were em- 
ployed in directing her attention to simh studies as would unfold 
her understoding and gradnafly en^hJe her to see the puerility of 
the religion of her country, and prepare^ her for the reception of 
Christian truths : she had already the best preparatien, ,in a teach- 
able spirit, a loving and a confiding disposition, and what wUl not 
woman believe, when taught by the one she loves ? 

Many attempts had been lately m^de to draw me into contu- 
macy ; not only, as IVe said, were those about me desirous to do 
so, but, as before hinted, my neighbours the hill Chiefs and Bar 
jahs, induced by the fame of my repulse of Sachet Singh, 'desired 
my alliance, some to shake off the Sikh yoke, others to avoid its 
expected approach ; but I steadily, though civilly, declined all 
such offers, and said that if again made I should be obliged to re- 
fer their propositions to Lahaur. 

Kangra was wanted as a position : it was therefore less myself 
than my strong-hold that tiie confederates wore aimous to obtain; 
and failing to induce me to jA the M was set on 

foot to surprize my fortress. 

I had for sometime been in possession of Vague and indefinite 
repori?s as to their intentions ; but giving them no credit, I was too 
Ific^utiqu^ ; evening that I had retired earlier than 

usual, whd should steal quietly into my chamber but Gulabi, and, 
before I was well asleep, roused me into perfect attention by her 
more than usually wild and energetic manner. said 

jshe He stiU, but listen ; it is no ordinary news that has induced 
jovix huinplm to intrude on your privacy; Tm hut this moment re- 
turned from tbe mountain side, where, accid^iilally> I overheard a 
conversation that mafic my veiy hair stand on end; it was thus 
my Lord; yesterday evening I returned from the day's ram%le^, 
smd, ^ usual in these my excursions, I took shelter in the libade 
of a frieudly rock. I had scarcely eaten my soHtaxy when I 

♦ ■.‘''.I:-, 
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was startled bj tlie arriral of a party of three men, who took up 
•their abode for the night within a few feet of me ; one ledge of 
rock only separated us, and, terrified, I thought of flight, when 
the mention of my Lord’s name restrained me ; I stopped, and 
holding nfiy Tory breath with terror, I heard the details of a scheme 
for the surprise of K^ngrd, and tire death of my henefeetor* The 
party to whose wcrds I was listening had just returned firom Kan- 
gra ; the men eompared notes, and appeared to have closely in- 
spected the works, and talked of their friends within the gairisou 
as securing to them success, and placing beyond doubt the object 
■of their designs ; names were mentioned, but I was unable to dis- 
tinguish them ; Khaus, however, as well as Singhs, appear impli- 
cated, and it behoves the noble Bellasis to he up and stirring if he 
would hold his fortress.” 

> The poor Kanclmnl spoke so far pretty coherently, and then 
in a wilder and quicker strain, continued, wretch that I am I 
■what have I done ? Those tones, those accents are not new to 
me, they awaken a flood of memory of some distant, some happier 
time ; but where and when I know not ; no, it must he but a 
dream, and she drew her hand tightly across her brow, cOtifi- 
nued, ^ who Was ever kind to the poor Kanchanu but Bellasis 
Sahib, and the house of Kangra ? and in requiting them both, 
«he may now die contented.” 

I questioned her, and perceived that there was no exaggera- 
tion or discrepancy in her report, but that the con^ngeiiti of 
the confederates, forming a junction in a valley Just Wilfcout the 
hounds of the Kangra territory, were, by a long night march, to 
appear before my fortress before break of day on the fourth morn- 
ing from thh present, that false alarms of escalades were to be 
made on several points, and that traitors wilhin my camp were to 
aeixe myself and some of my chief confidants, and to open the 
gates to the enemy. 

The names of my feachdraus inmates liaving escape^ Gulahi, 
was unfoitoiate, but about some I could not be mistaken j so dis- 
missing her and instantly arising, I ctiEed to my cou^els, my 
new dnd Aliverdi Khau,»and told them so ranch of wliat "l 
had heard as'w^ nccemry for them to hear; I then desired that 
Sliamslier Khan, ■iPattt Singh and Hardyal Singh should be fqith- 
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■witli seized and separately confined, and no one from any of their 
dwellings should be permitted on any account, to leave the pre- 
cincts of their habitations. Chains of sentinels, and videttes beyond 
them, were tlirown out all round Kangra, with strict orders on no 
pretence to allow any individual to pass from within, and to appre- 
hend or slay all making the attempt. 

There was a defile of half a mile in length within four miles of 
Kangra ; through this the confederates must pass, it v/qb in no 
part Jity yards acrosS) and so narrow in some places, that from the 
toweriog precipices on either side, parties could keej> up a conver- 
sation. This defile ^vas, as it were, the last long step in tlie de- 
scent from the last range of mountains into te ptein; , it was a 
branch from the valley of the- river, from which it ascended gradu- 
ally for a quarter of a mile ; it then, for another quarter, continu- 
ed to he little but a succession of precipices ; the path seldom ad- 
. mitting of more than a single person at a time ; huge jrocks and 
boulder^ lay around, and over head still huger masses wefe sus- 
pended, requiring; but a finger's touch to close the path entirely* 
Surmounting this narrow staircase, the plain and detached rock of 
Kangra lay before the bold and active intruder. Oft had I thread- 
ed the dell of death,'' and, returning with my fishing rod from 
the Ganga, have scrambled up and over its rugged path, and' 
turned in my mind how a score of bold hearts might there stop a 
bo^t* Oh, if Lean now hut keep i^y ho^, I will dispose 

of these rude bill-men 1 mused I, “ , ' ^ 

A party of my trustiest men, I detached to lurk at the opening 
of the pass from the plains ; they were to secrete themselves, and 
91^ fro aecomt to aHow traveRers or others to leave or enter the 
defile ;"but, apprehending all comers to bring them before me* 
These my plans were all aixanged before day dawned^ when I 
started with half-a-dozen followers, all of us clad as hijl^en, and 
carrying nothing that at a distance could lead us to be,; taken for 
more than ordina^^ Eajpoot shepherds. 

The ground, as I have said, was well known to me, but now I 
scanned every inch of it as if I liad never been there before ; the 
last Jiscent wanted but a little scarping to be made quite impaS^r 
ble ; this, in a few hours, I caused to be done, and selected % spot 
that commanded most points of the last hundred yards,, where, un- 
der the shade of a huge rock, I resolved to place t^vo largie swi- 
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tels ; tlie OTerhangiag rock formed a natural embrazure, and be- 
hind it the .Juzzael men and Topejees could work away> almost 
unseen and at any rate untouclied, unless by a stray shot, while 
none could approach the’ crest of the defile without running the 
gauntlet 'of their deadly fire. At other points on the farthest ap- 
proach, I prepared similar posts, leaving paths of retreat to those 
most advanced, and giving orders to hurh their weapons over the 
precipices rather than abandon vthem to the enemy ; these were> 
however, but ordinary devices, and not what I most looked to ; 
for,' collecting heaps of stones along the edge of either precipices, 
there I left them ready to do my bidding. 

My preparations were all completed the afternoon before the 
night on wliich the enemy was to approach, when, just after dark, 
with a beating heart, I led seven hundred picked men to my am- 
buscade ; each individual or small party had his its oriei^ strict 
commands were given not to fire until a sign^ rocket was detach- 
ed, and then there was to he no ruling out and no hnrrying, no 
chance-blazing, but mck marksman was to aim at his man when 
within stxre distance ; there was to be no shouting, no taUdng, si- 
lence, with , quick and steady firing was to be the ord^r of the night. 

The moon was near its fiiil, and would fatntir us till wMhun m 
hour of day light ; anxioUsIy I watched, my thoughts being, in 
despite myself, more at Kangra than on my present undertaking, 
and I could not but picture to myself danger in the quarter where 
my ti-easure lay, where was the one creature that was dear to me. 

One watch of the night remained when I #as toiised^dm niiy 
arey^qs, by the notice that the enemy^s advanced guatd approach- 
ed ; noisily and confidently they hurried along, without any appa- 
rent thought of an enemy, or without thinking it necessary to 
crown the heights. There was laughter and loOse taSc umong 
their ranks, jokes were passed as to what might and Would Iiappcu 
at Kangra, estimates of the prize to be gained, the booty hoarded 
in my cellars, and the strong boxes of the Ma/iajans s all this was 
divided and- allotted within my hearing ; as, fi’om the point where 
the defiiie irft the river, I accompanied the onward progress of the 
advance. Hanging over diem, often within pistol-shot, I Waited 
until the leading file had gained all but the last ascent, and had 
but a few paces more to*feach the scarped step at top, to gain 
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wliicli, even if it Ixacl been undefended, would have required a bold, 
and active pull, even for a mountaineer. I bad closely watched their 
progress^ and at this moment gave the signal, when up • shot into 
the air a rocket ; and on the instant echoed frorn I’ock to rock peal 
after peal of musketry, tlie crash of rocks mingled with the ago- 
nized cry of hundreds closed in the cul-de-sac, not knowing which 
ivay to turn, or whither to dy ; for their whole force of eight 
thousand men having entered the defile^ a small party of my men 
had closed in on them from the rear, and, according to orders, had 
Spread dut and kept up a^heayy ire to conceal their weakness. 
Advance in front, or ascent of the rocks on either flank, was im-r 
possible under such circumstances ; distracted therefore, -and rush- 
ing headlong one against the other, trampling over the dying and 
the dead, the miserables in £rOnt| endeavoured to force their way 
backward. All the impression I haiS* desired was now made, my 
object was not butchery, I therefore recalled my men froin the 
rear, opening out the gorge to the enemy, relaxed my firQ 
from above. 

"VTith difliculty I could jobtain a hearing and make known to 
the terrified hill-men that they might now depart mimolested ; but 
when the voice of my herald reached their ears, I at last persuad- 
ed the leaders or their VaqiU to parley with me above, while their 
troops, as a pledge against treachery kept their present ground^ be- 
low. .r . , ■ , ^ 

Humiliated to the dust,;;lhe Eajahs Qlaefs and others of less 
note approached ; I spoke kindly and cheerily to them, told them I 
knew they were deceived and misled, aud that all I now wanted 
frdm them was a pledge against further molestation. Delighted 
at my moderation, they poured out torrents of j)raise, and each and 
all swore to be my friends untp death. 

Shortly after iiylight all arrangements were made, and by 
midday we parted, leaving detachments to look to the d 3 dng and 
the 'dead; before I left, I perceived Gulahi in the wildest part of 
the pass, and amidst such a scene of horror there moved she along, 
scanning each foce of the dead, as if searql^ for ofle she fully 
expected to find. 

At speed I galloped hoiqp, ^th a strange choking at my throat 
and a fuliiess of heart that .1 could not account for : my sficcea^ 
had been beyond my hopes, and I had struck a blow that would 
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render my name tenable to my enemies, as well as shew them 
that, though slow to Inger, I could hit hard when aroused ; more- 
oyer from what had now occuixed, I had iiotliing to fear from the 
Barhar ; so w^hat mled me ? Why was I sad ? I knew" not, hut 
pushing on my gallant steed, I entered hastily and almost alone, 
the gate of my dwelling, threw myself ofr the horse and hnrri^ to 
the zandnd ; men's faces and the general stii* shew^ed me that 
some event had just occurred, but I would not be stopped by the 
many oflSeious dependants who met me on the way, and rather 
pmferred to hear and see all at iny own quarters. 

The zandnd was empty, neither mother nor daughter remain- 
ed, and the few affiighted servants that I found there could with 
difficulty make me understand -what had^occun’ed. The upshot of 
which was, that long before day-break, indeed as soon as I was 
w^ell beyond power of hearing or seeing, the disafboted had (even 
in the absence of three of their Chiefr who were in confinement,) 
raised their banner, seized frie magazine, and made attempts on 
the gates ; but Sohun Lai, my wns on the alert, and quick- 
ly overpowered the mutineers ; the tidings, however, of the rising, 
and of the rebels first success was carried to Mahtab witli all exag'^ 
gerations, when she and her mother, in the terror and agony of the 
moment, fled hy the subterranean passage, taking with them but 
three trusty servants, and not wniting even long enough to pack up 
their necessaiy clothing, they set off, no one could tell me whither. 
Distracted and forhoding ill, I sent in all directions, but evening 
closed, and no tidings readied me ; for days and days my best and 
trusti^i Were employed, but still I could bear nothing of the party, 
and injt Worst fears became confirmed, that they had fallen in with 
some stray bandit party, and, their rank being ascertained, had 
been carried offi 

My emissaries were despatdied, vvith promhwtdf^l^ reward 
for the mere informiation of where i.h6 females were confined; and, 
half demented at my loss, I endeavoured to pursue my ordinary 
avocations. 

As soon 0S it was possibk for the news to reach Lahaur, and re- , 
plies from thence to amve,I received die following letters, the tendr 
of which alarmed and puzzled me more by their conciliatory tone, 
than had the former notes hy their very different character. My 
VaqiVs was a perfect specimen of its Jand, nnd opened my eyes to 
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ilie cliaracter of the man ; after the usual flourishes it ran thus— 
the Sahib's head is exalted, his fame oversliadows that of every 
Sarddr; all allow it aud no voice is raised against my master, for 
even the envious now se^ that there is no hope of injuring the 
noble Bellasis. 

Uie news, xny Lord, of the attempt on Kkngri has wiped away 
all doubts from the Maharajah's mind; he now perceives that you 
were maligned, and that those with whom my Lord was said to 
hate been plotting, were in reality more his enemies than those of 
the E^: All is now cleared, and the Maharajah only seeks to re- 
move ifrotn my master's mind any feeling Of uneasiness as to late 
occurrences ; he has therefore bestowed on my^^, the humblest of 
my Lord's slaves, a seven pieces, and proposes, if as usual, 

he should make a progress in the direction of K^ngra to visit 
my master's dwelling, and to confer' every honour on him; it 
is even talked of in the Darhdr^ that the title of Baj-ah with a 
handsome Jdgir is to be bestowed, as is most justly his due, on 

excellent Sdhih^ who has so gallantly defended the interests of 
the Maharajah/' You are a clumsy scoundrel, friend Sukhan Lai," 
said I to niyself, “ but let me see what more you have for me," and 
I resumed the the brother Bajas, who were so angry, 

axe silent, or rather being convinced of my master's worth, are now 
l<md''ix!i^liis':praises, 

As in duty bound, the faithful Ydftl watches his master's in- 
terests ; to represent more would be disrespectful." 

I thought the fellow had been playing me false and was now con- 
vinced, of it ; having-finished his Arzi I took up a joarwdnah with 
the faMT*s seal. It applauded my valour and my skill, and de- 
sired me to cohiinue such true and faithful service, and to comfort 
myself with the assurance of favour and increased honor; it concluded 
by desiring that a contingent from my Levies should be kazir by the 
middle ofyhe month, as the Maharajah intended earlier than usual 
to iahe the field, owing to the proposed interview with theGovernor- 
General of India at Bupar. Your own pre$ence,” the letter went 
on to say, “ may be required, but shotild SUch honour be your lot, 
you vnll he didyhiformei Mdiarajih desires your welfare and 
honour, enough has been written/^ A very affectionate scrap in the 
(M fahir's hand- writing accompanied the above, congratulating 
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me on tlie new blossoms that were bursting fortli on the" tree of 
mj fortunes.” 

I threw the several documents indignantl y to the ground, with 
an exclamation of disgust at the lying and deceitful conduct of 
those for whom I had acted so fairly and openly. That there W’^as 
a design to lull me into security, and that Sulchan Lai had entered 
into the conspiracy, I had no manner of doubt, hut what was the 
exact nature of the scheme I could not conceive. 

Without giving offence and again openly embroiling myself, I 
could not remove my Vagi!, but I replied to his Arzi cautiously, 
and in a few words, saying, that the Maharajah judged rightly when 
he looked on me as one of lus faithful seiwants, and to Amzudin I 
uTote, that “ the flowers of loyalty on the ti-ee of fidelity, would 
only give place to the fruit of more perfect devotion.” 

I must now return to the field of the dell of death,” where I 
left GuMhi prying among the dead, as some demented being, scarce 
conscious of her oto vitality, or of the teirible scene around her ; 
thus, she was reported to have continued searching during the du}^, 
and to have been especially curious in examining the dresses of a 
party of RajpOts horn the neighbourhood of Kulu(^), who, to amnn, 
were cut off in the night’s conflict ; she turned each corpse over 
and over, examined eadh feature and then with a wild cry passed 
on to another ; till at length she came to the body of a man consi- 
derably past the middle age, but still in. the ranks of the soldier; 
and wdio, by the scars on his brow, and the deep gashes on his breast 
and shoulder, appeared on the late rencontre, to have well done the 
soldie/s pai't, and to have been one of those who gained the ex- 
treme point of the defile, and met my hand to hand. He 
was attired just as his fellows, but his arms were of better make, 
and in addition to his matchlock and talwar he woreasilvei-Hlfced 
dagger, or rather knife, in his girdle; vf^hen Gbfitln approa<die^ his 
corpse, it was lying with the fitot to the grormd, having been ap- 
parently hurled from the crest dMIe as he led on his band; 
the Kanchmih therefore, commencing her researches from the 
other direction, to it the last ; her strength was great, and 
enabled her to raise the body and turn the face upward, when, ut- 
tering a piercing shriek, she fell to the ground. GulAbi wm well 
known and much liked by all ; many crowded to help the hanniess, 
and, as was thought, half-witted ereatare, and in their rude way 
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to restore her ; when she opened her eyes, and they again fell upon 
the corpse before her, she exclaimed, take him away, IVe mur- 
dered him,’" and then recovering herself she said more quietly, 
I have killed my brother, and destroyed my father" s house ; a 
doomed wi-etcli I have ever been, life to me has long been a bur- 
then, this day shall close my miserable career."" Ah this was mys- 
tery to her Iiearers, but they gathered from her that, by their dress 
she had recognized her clansfolk ; and by a mole above his light 
eye brow, she had discovered the body before her to be that of her 
hrotjiet whoii she had supposed to have been slain in her de- 
fence thirty years before, but who, we afterwards ascertained, was 
only wounded on the occasion on which his Sister had been caiiied 
away. Why the poor creature attributed her brother’s death to 
herself, I alone knew, and I was the more shocked at the sequel to 
the tragedy, for, partially recovering, and none heeding her tlireat 
of self-destruction, she was allowed to climb the highest cliff of 
the defile,* from whence, to the horror of all, she threw herself head- 
long, thus tenninatiiig her unhappy career, and in her own, delud- 
ed creed opening to herself a door of pardon for the uninten- 
tional guilt of her life. 

The terrible end of Gulabi was a severe blow to me ; I was 
saved from a sight of this last tragic scene, but a narration of its 
dreumstanoes was quickly brought, and it aggravated the wound 
just caused by tha mysterious disappeawei qf 
dar Kowr. i ■ ■ \ , , , ,, 

Gulabi’s Dirge. 


Alas for the spring, that too quickly went by! 

Alas for the summer, with storm shrouded sky I 
Alas for the autumn,- that brought no repose 1 ,, 

Alas for the winter, of heart-withering woes I ’ 

Alas for the tree with lach promising root, 

That, engrafted on sin, brought forth poisohoiiH fruit ; 
Alas for thefight, that was kindled on lieiuvn, 

But my crime’s cursed <hMdtness was driven. 

Woe, woe to the spoiler, the cruel, the strong I 
Who for villainous -sport, did sucti tyrannous wrong ! 
His own sky shall darken, his own root decay, 

And the murd^tera offspring shall destiny slay 1(d) 
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NOTES. 

(а) Betlasis cliallenges high authorities when he advocates marriage for a 
Soldier; among others the highest military authority living : but the Duke ad- 
vocated bullocks for artillery I So who is iuMlible ? After all, ** wife*'^ conveys 
very different ideas to different minds j I mean a wife as she ought to be, and 
appeal to facts whether such an. one has ever been a hindrance to her husband's 
success. 

(б) This is a hill state, situated to the North-West of fhe British station, of 
Simlah, and lying along the Sutluj ; wild and inaccessible, the pinnacles studded 
With forts, and the country inhabited by a bold and active race, little incUaed to 
submit to any yoke. 

(c) Referring to the death of Gulab Singh's son, TJdam Singh, who was killed 
in the remarkable catastrophe which placed Sher Singh on the throne. J'evv in 
India can have forgoiWen that, on the death of Ranjit, in June 183&, he was suc- 
ceeded by his son Kharak Singh, a man utterly unfitted for the position,- and 
who Was wholly in subjection to his own sou, Nao Nihal Singh. 

In the end of 1840, the poor cypher of a Maharajah died, whether fairly or 
not, is not known : the court went out to the funeral solemnities, and the ambi- 
tious prince was in all the glory of his new title, when the train re-entered the 
city of Lahdur. There was a narrow gateway, the crowd was great, and made a 
rush to seize the money, scattered on such Occasions among the populace. The 
elephant on which Nad NihSl , was seated, was pus»,hed close to the wall, the 
buiHiag gave way, a beam fell and killed both the new Maharajah and . Ddam 
Singh, who was seated on the same elephant. 
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CONTENTS, 

The Lwn usks help from the mouse, to free Mm from the net he has got into-^ 
none so blind as those that wont see , — “ as the. cold of srioufm the time of harvest,. 
** BO is a faithful messenger to. them that send him, for he tfi^%eth the soul of his 
**• masteTs^'‘ 


— — “ One pursued by yell {^nd blo\r» 

Still treads the shado'W of his foe, 

And forward bends his head/* . 

Coleridge. 

hurry, off they rode. 

As fast, as fast might be— 

Spurned from the cdurser^a thundering heels, 

The dashing pebbles dee t 

*%«*♦•* 

And forward, forward, on they go, 

High snorts the straining steed ! 

Thick pants the rider's labouring breath. 

As, headlong, on they speed.” 

jS’cott. 

Wliat sliall we do, AzizQdin ? eli fctqirji / speak plainly,, 
^d let lae kave none of your half and half counsel.” 

ihus spoke M^ainjah Banjit Singh to his most confidential 
servant, on the 16th August 1831, not many weeks after the occur* 
rence of the events narrated in my last ; the answer given hy the Se- 
cretary was, as usual, canny though sensible ; he said, quickly but 
respectfully, the friends of the darhar are the poor fagir'sfnends^ 
and your highness's enemies are mine, hut it need not be told that 
I always loved the fara/Hi^if Thus much lie said, and looked 
hastily round as if he thought there ihight he listeners, and then 
%more slowly and lowly continued ; am hut a/agir, and the 
( Baja is a rich man, powerful, and able ; what can your highnessV 
slave do in opposition to hi» will ?” 
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Ye0, it is exactly as I tliouglxt/^ replied Banjit, Tvti but 
i^^cond here ; 'tis the Bogra Baja who ruleth at L^aiir, the old 
Sikh is a tool in his hands ; the son and grandson of a king is 
to be bearded in his oxvn darhar by this upstart minion — tell me 
faqir^ does your fear of him exceed your gratitude to me 

“ My life is welcome as a sacrifice on my Lord's behalf ; speak 
blit the word and thy slave will this instant throw himself into a 
well) or otherwise devote himself for the king and master of his 
heart/^ 

“ Yes faqif^ I do not distrust you, but thei*e is an undue 
leaning on your part towards these Bajas, be it from love 
or fear the effect is the same, and is most inconvenient to 
my service, preventing access to my presence^ and hindering 
in many ways the transaction of business; listen to me, I 
know the power and the address of these creatures of my own 
upi'aising, and I so little love contention that I •will not distmh 
them — that is, if they let me alone — but by the fixvour of Sri Pu- 
rakji, I'll he master in my own kingdom, and I'll e'en defend 
those of my servants who serve me faithfully, and not allow them 
to be tj^impled on — Bellasis shall be recalled from Kangra ; that 
neighbourhoodis now too hot for him,; hut he is a good soldier 
and an honest man ; we'U give him a clearance of his accounts, 
after the Bupar mulakaty and put him into some other lionorable 
post : — ^inind me faqir^ not a hair of his head shall be touched, 
his safety shall be your responsibility," 

The quite warmed as he thus ^oke, and Aziiindta 

seeing h^^ earnest, and having really no ill will towards my- 
self, but merely going with the current against me, replied, Bu 
ChasJun^ the royal pleasure is mandate enough for the Faqir ; 
hut how does your Highness purpose to remove Belfa^ ? he is 
firm, nay obstinate^ and h6 has a permptdry prto to yield ofily to 
your Majesty." ^ 

Il^eitherneed he, order the preparations to be made ; we’ll take 
Ajit Singh and Attar Singh Sundhaii wallas; letalsoCols, Odam Singh 
and Ali Baksh be warned to attend with their battalions ; we will 
move towards Khangra udth the liew moon, and return to Arndtsir 
in time for the JDct^aerah ; give the necessary orders on both matters, 
let it be generally understood tiiat every ja^irdor with his men 
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at aiins^niust attend fullj equipped, md with all possible display^ 
preparatory to proceeding to Bupar/' 


Your Highness’s orders shall be obeyed,” replied the /aqb\ 
who had sfjarcely finished the sentence before Raja Bhyan Singh 
entered, and was as cordially as usual received by Prince and 
secretary. His quick eye, however, at once told him, all was not 
right, and though the Maharajah’s countenance was unreadable, 
the undue officidusiiess of the faqir shewed to the powerful minis- 
ter the supple .mosle^ had been kipping. Quietly, however, 
Jie in!fcrod,uCQd budget, andi haying discussed more confidential 
matters, proposed to the Maharajah to move the darbar. 

The debates of that day, I understood, were more than usually 
noisy ; an eaves- dropper had heard part of the conversation of 
the KMlvtai, and had retailed it with exaggerations to some of the 
Sardars^ opposed in heart to tlie Raja : when, therefore the affairs 
of Kangra were brought on the tapis, there were more than the 
usual number of voices in favour of the foreign ofiicer, and even the 
Faqir^ backed by the echo of other tongues, declared liis confi- 
dence in my integrity. Raja Dhyan Singh set down the Faqir, who 
quailed before him, but not so Jamadar Khushiyal Singh, who, 
thoroughly hating the man that ousted Lira from the first place in 
kae counsel, omitted no safe oppoitunity of thrusting at the Raja 
and his party ; the frieiids of the Bhau joined in the wordy war, 
imd the Mfiharajah as usual was diverted with the and 

quite lost his uneasiness of the morning in the pleasure and excite- 
ment of the sparring before him. 


the Maharajah considered that enough had been said, 
and opinions sutficiently disclosed, he tuitied the subject to that of 
the approaching festival, questioned the Sardars as to the 

state of their troops, asked if their nmnhers were complete, and 
their' arms ai\d accoutrements all in good order ; the commandants 
of the different Top Khanas at Lalieur were called to the pre- 
^eacefjeahh olosely questioned as to any deficiencies, and told that 
they would be held responsible for the appeaaiance of their batteries 
‘^t AmrUsir, where they would he mspeoted and put through the 
manoeuvres that they would have to p^orm at Rupar ; practice 
at the target was also enjoined, so that they should make a good 
pre UngJish. 
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The above was all duly reported to me, but not by my own 
Vaqil ; for having ceased to trust him, I relied less upon his re- 
ports, than on what I gathered horn other quaiters. I heard also that 
there was considerable excitement at Lahaur, and that although 
Raja Dhyan Sing was the mainspring of all measures, was the mi- 
nister of the interior, the head of the council, and the eommander- 
in-chief, yet there were not wanting voices to murmur against the 
grasping propensities of him and his friends \ and I was led to be- 
lieve that at this time there were many at court who would have 
readily joined in any weU-de vised outbreak against his authority ; 
but the fact was, that the Maharajah was so surrounded by the 
creatures of his minister, and was so dependant on him in all the 
concerns of Government, that he could not even, if he would, shake 
him off; and was, therefore, obliged silently to put up with the 
domineering Vazir^ only occasionally hauling him up in open 
darhdr^ when he very much exceeded hounds of moderation 
in the exercise of his deputed authority* 

The communications from the to my address at this 

time were flattering and conciliatory to the highest degree ; I was 
told that His Highness would probably visit Kdngra and take me 
vtith him to Rppar, where my skill and address, it was expected, 
would gain for myself fresh hbhouts, and do credit to the Sikh Go- 
vernment and the Ruler s discernment. Soft words turn away 
wrath, and in truth they were not lost upon me ; hut my heart was 
not now at K^ngra, and I cared no longer to rule its destinies ; 
the events of the last few months had both altered my vievfTS, and 
deadened . the aspirations that I had been enthusiastic enough to 
indtdge in, regarding my charge. I began to see the folly Of 
hoping to effect any thing permanent on a shifting sand, such as 
was the Government I served ; and my eyes suddenly opened to 
.the impossibility of one man working out the plmn? that I ha>d de- 
sired for my principality;; I saW top ; ^ success 

could only save the ship from vsrpck duting my own life or that of 
Ranjit Singh ; and thaf on the bonlversement that would take place 
on his deatli, my improvements and reformations would only mark 
my people and Government for more signal spoliation ; to be pa*- 
haps, as Sarhind or Lahdur, an object to be pointed at, to mark by 
its desolation the asra of some great event. 

My heart was, besides, fer from being in my employmcu% and 
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while I should h«T.ve been inspecting inj works, and examining triy 
acconuts, my thoughts were with her I had lost, devising schemes 
for her recovery, and racking my brain as to where she could he 
concealed, what the cause of her silence, whether the whole party 
had been out oflP, or had met with captivity worse than death. 

Wlrile I was one day pacing the ramparts in such thoughts, the 
sounds of a sUar fell upon my ear ; caring little for instrumental 
music, and indeed scarcely knowing one time from another, I pass^ 
ed, more than once, three Mind old musicians, who, ensconced in 
an, open tower,, were vigoroudy plying away at their strings ; sud- 
denly, however, one of them struck up a soing, the words of which 
thrilled through my soul, and drew me quickly to tib.e: ^ot. 

“ The Sun baa set mid riouds afar, 

“Why shines not then my evening star ? 

“ The night clouds gather round my tower, 

“ Where is the lamp for jfcowr ? 

“ Star of my heart, arise I arise I 
** Light Tip thy MahtS.b’s evening skies 1 
y . “ Lamp of my soul, return, return ! 

* And in thy JVLnitdb’s presence burn !’* 

It was a song that my sweet girl had often warbled ; many a 
time had the words reproached me, ivhen I heard them from her 
plaintive voice, as I approached her tower ; and now I thought 
what a fool I had been to lose one opportunity of enjoying her so- 
ciety, while, yebin my reAch, hhd #6n:deted how 1 could ever hare 
allowed my caution so 6ir to controul me, as to give her a shadow 
of reason for complaining of my 'abeencO. 

Disengaging myself from the few followers that attended my 
stepsy I sauntered towards the musicians, and in one, despite of his 
as^imed blindne^, I recognized Akrim Khan Mnltdni, the Jama- 
dai< in whose charge I had placed my affianced bride ; at the sound 
of my voice, the man looked up, but suddenly recollecting himself, 
shew'^ed, as before, two apparently sightless orbs ; strikingup however, 
in’ a diffierent measm^e, he sang as follow's : — 

** Thera is a bird, that sings by night. 

And there is a flower, that sbuus thafe light, 

Arid words there are, that may tipi be Said, 

Till the midnight dopds o*er the sky are spread.’’ 

More meant than meets the ear/' tibought I, as I looked hard at 
the w^ician, and then turned away and joined my foUowers. 



AX ADYENTURER IX THE PANJAB, l5l 

After same tedious tours of remaiumg day, I sent a trusty seryant 
to bring Akrto KMn to my presence. 

This was a task that required a little adroitness, but mj pesk^ 
MMmat soon suggested a plan, by %yhich the Mult^ni was to be 
introduced as an express from Lahdur. Kow attired as a Sikh, 
and with all the swagger and bluster of the KMha soldier, my /a- 
madar entered, threw dowm his packet and seated himself oh the 
carpet ; I desired the attendants to ivithdraw, when my companion, 
raising himself irom the floor and stretching out his hands, begged 
forgiveness for his unwonted gustahhu "VYhere is she, Ak~ 
rAm was my reply. ^ 

“ Safe as yet my Lord."' 

You torture me, man, by youi* delay, tell me wh^e you left 
the lady, and how you dare to shew yourself wifliout your charge." 

Pardon your servant my Lord, but Akrlhi Khan has not 
.eaten your salt to neglect your orders, dr tb betray his trust 
and, opeiihjg the breast of Ms wrafiper, he shewed me a deej) 
and still unhealed scmr bn his chest, “ this wound, hhwldwand^ 
w^ gained in your service, in protecting the ladies ; and it is by 
thdiy brder and on their errand I now stand before you/* 

I was hasty my friend, but tell me all.** 

Ih few wor(k if sbaH l^e done, my Lord j we had no 
sooner cleared the subterranean passage and emerged into the 
open country beyond KAngra, than, night as it still was, we 
could perceive more than one party of horsemen hovering around ^ 
one trpop of a dozen passed dose by up, but shewing a bold j&onf, 
jyd ohb hf us before and one on either side of the ladles, We gave 
ihe and hastily svvept by ; less fortunate however, was 

our next renboil^e; for, trying to pass a similar party in like cavalier 
manner, just ap the dny <^wned, the leader fixed^ip Iceeh on 
my comrade Jengidf I^An apd roq?:ed[ du% “ they are not Singhs, 
but mg^ of modern^ %d they have women with them ; have at 
them luy men/* The voiqe was one I knew, and the eye w^as not 
unfamiliar, hut before I could collect my thoughts or determine the 
question as to his identit}", round wdieeled the squad ; we were 
three, the enep^y were twelve, wu were moreover encumbered with 
our charge. The two ladies how^ever shewed little symptom of 
fear, except urging on th^ir steeds ; and as by our rapid sweep past 
the enemy, we had gained fifty yards on them, before their leadei/s 
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sliort parley tvitK himself, told him to wheel and follow, I hatf 
strong hopes of escape, with onr hard and well-fed cattle, from the 
small, half starved nags of the enemy. Desiring my comrades to 
continue the retreat, hut at a gentler pace, I drew up my omi good 
horse and facing him round to my pursuers, stood as steady, as a 
rock, to receive as it were their charge ; astonished at my boldixess, 
every man drew rein, and, taking advantage of the opportunity,, 
I discharged my matchlock at their leader when within twenty 
yards of me, and sent him rolling on the plain ; the whole party 
poured; in a volley in returpi) hut so hastily, and without aim, that 
a graze on my. knee was the, only consequence ; and under cover 
of the smoke, 1 turned round and at' speed followed my friends, 
who slackening their pace, allowed me to overtake them, when my 
two companions, played the same game I had done and with equal 
success, each bringing down a man, hut not without each of them- 
selves cmrying away a wound. We were however now less un- 
equally matched, we were still three, they but nine ; we, flushed 
with our success, their aa-dom- somewhat damped ; the odds how- 
ever were still too great for us to attempt resistance : we therefore 
pushed along, keeping the ladies always a little in advance, and 
occasionally one or all of us delivering our fire, and, without inter- 
rupting our retreat, reloading our matchlocks. Thus for a full 
hour, and over good eight kos of country, we had fled, and were 
now within view of a Ga<rfi% the J^illaddr of which was my 
fiiendi and would have gladly sheltered us. The young Rant was 
still boldly urging on her horse, hut the lady mother's courage or 
strength began to. fail ; and, unable to keep up her flagging horse, 
«he fell behind ; 1 cheered her, shewed her the haven at hand, hut 
alt wn^d a^^td as. on her account we were brought nearly 

to a stand, and tiius horded a better mark, a volley was poured in 
by our pursuers that brought to the ground one of my comrades, 
and the horse of Chanda Kotvr. I seized the rein of her daughter's 
horse and urged him on, hut she hade me desist, and declared she 
would not kave her mother. All hope was now lost of effecting 
our object ; and though I might with ease have ^aved myself, I 
preferred to die in defence of those salt 1 had eaten ; throw- 

ing myseff therefote from my holbse, and lifting the Kowr from 
bar's, I dragged the two tired horses hack the few paces to where 
lay &e old kdy, entangled beneath her dying steed. With a 
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death blow right and left, I brought our own two good nags to tlie 
ground ; my surnnng- comorade sj^r biS) and from tbeir bodies^j 
we formed a sort of rampart/* 

“ Om you not at once come to the point, and tell me where* 
the ladies are .?’* I estclaimed impatiently, If my Lord will 
give me bis ear for a moment longer, all shall be Imown/' I 
was in his hands, and knowing how impossible it is to get 
some people to tell anything in any way but dieir own, I bade 
him proceed. ‘‘ My master will not care to hear how Akram Khaix 
was rescued ; how, attracted by the firing, my friends from the fort 
came up in time to see the dastard Sildis carry away the ladies, 
and to save myself from bleeding to death; both my comrades were? 
quite dead, and for a time I was thought so, but youth and a good 
constitution saved me, and saving^ thi^ scar and this, and tiiese 
two gunshot wounds, Fm not the worse," (baling as Jae ^oke his 
breast, arm and thigh). ‘‘ For twenty days I was Manik Chaaad’s 
guest ; he told me that his Sawar^ had followed the tracks of the 
ravishers to the fort of Eaj^k^^feot, some miles north of Jamn" 
The brothers agalh," groaned I, and so I thought, but pro- 
ceed friend/* 

soon as Iccftdd move, I dfegmsed itoyaelf as a min- 
strel, and jealous as are- tte warders, and difficrodt as is all access, I 
soon found a comer in tlie very dwelling of the R^jas. My sitar 
was not idle, and my Lord knows that Akram Khan’s hand is 
good for more than the bridle or talwdi\ I soon learnt where the 
two ladies were confined, and had even one brief ktmrview, andaV 
tempted another, but failing, I nearly paid the penadtj of my life; 

I therefore thought it was better to risk no more, but to take to my 
lord the welcome intelligence that the ladies are safe, and honoura- 
bly ti’eated/' 

‘VTheii why niystery, man ? 'What the mehtfeg 
mountebank paraphernalht^ ^dn had g4od tieW& to bring, why 
delay or hesitate in deJiveiing it ?" < 

As I’ve said, my lord, I was nearly detected ; and indeed it 
did become known that Akram Khan in disguise, was acting the 
fiddler in the Kaja’s garden; to prevent pursuit, there||re, and 
hill suspicion, I left part of my raiment, and made such other shew 
as to let it appear that I had thrown mys«lf into the river and was 
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dro'vvneci, For tlie same reasoa my lord, I must not now appear 
in my person, or it wo^Id Tuing danger not only on myself, 
l3ut on my master, and on the ladies he would save. The Raja 
is a temhle man, my lord, his spies are every where, they may now 
he watching us/' 

Let them," replied I, “ ay, let them take my defiance to their 
master/' “ Not so my lord ; forgive me, 1.)ut we must he prudent, I 
have friends in the fort, and the two blind that you saw with 
me are staunch men and true; leave the matter to us, and we will ef- 
fect by stan-tagem what ten thousand men could not do by force, 
nay what the Maharajah in his might could not effect." 

Let it be so, Akram, and nmember that when yoi/ve released 
tlie ladies, all that I have isyour's, you may for ever command me/' 
“ My master is liberal auArind, but Akram Khan's wants are 
few, a good horse and a tair maidan^ and he is a happy man." 

“ Good my friend, you may live to see enough of battle, and 
the best blood of Arabia and Tartaiy shall he at your bidding — but 
tell me Akram is Raj-ke-kote the place of strength we hear ? Does 
it e^ual Kangra ?" 

“ Equal Kangra ! my lord jests with his serv^aiit : true I 
saw hut little of Raj-ke-kote, yet it was epough to shew how im- 
pregnable is its position, and that man has done for it almost as 
much ns nature. The rock, isolated still more than that of JCnn- 
gra, hais mote ample resdnrees, m approachable only by hmani of 
baskets or ropes, fet over a tremendous precipice ; it is then brish 
ling with guns, manned by European deseiters, end is garrisoned 
by hill-men and the Rajah's choicest troops. Tlie Maharajah has 
never seen the place, anti Dhyan Singh will take care he never 
does/^ 

A formidable place indeed, but tell me, my friend, do you 
know what shells are ? Could they not turn out the rascals?" Bo 
i not my lord ?(<^) Was 1 not one of the few that with old Diaram 
cut their way through the furangis ranks at Hatras, and have we 
not reason to know what shells are ? But the case is here very diL 
ferent, and not all the shell-throwing guns in Hindustan could ma- 
terially ^ect the comfort of the garrison of Raj-ke-kote ; it is as 
many kos in circuit as Kangra is qadamsJ* 

“ I must go myself, Akrain ; you look averse to the measure, but 
indeed I must/' 
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Impossible, my lord ; you would ouly miu the scheme ; your 
absence from Kangm would at once be known, and even if not, you 
could never disguise yourself from the keen glances of the liaja’s 
followers/' “ You are light my friend," and, after a little more par- 
leying, and again assuming his Sikh demeanour, my Multani 
proudly withdrew, 

•' 4 . 

Lost in anxious thought, I meditated on my blasted hop^s, and 
on tlie nest of hornets among whom I had ensnared myself ; in the 
midst of my cogitations, a real messenger from Lahaur arrived with 
important tidings, which shall be told in my VaqiTs own wmrds. 
After the usual tiislhnat he told me that there had been a very sud- 
den outbreak among the soldiery at the capital, theyrefused to march 
or to prepare to mmch before their arrears were paid up. The 
gurchuras^ my lord, were most violent, and cut down their officers; 
throughout the regiments and 'paltans there was one ciy for the 
blood of the Miindds{h\ wdio, my lord knows, are the pay-masters, 
or rather muster-masters of the troops ; and though some innocent 
men have peiished , many a deed of rapine and extortion has been 
avenged ; ahd if no other good be elfected by the present tumults 
they will make future coinmandauts and pay distributers more 
careful as to the portion of their soldier's pay,;^ that they approgri* 
ate. Did all our authorities take example from my master these 
scenes could never occur. All Lahaur is in a fever, shops are 
shut, and the moneyed men are in terror of their lives, or^ at least 
of spoil and dishonor. The Maharajah has shewn great* spirit as 
well as Ms usual discretion ; he has promised redress and clearance 
of arreais, huthas declared that, though he pardons the past, he will 
clip the noses tod ears of all future offenders ; should mutters take 
a worse turn thy servant will again petition, these few words being 
given in all haste." Another broil 1 blood ! Mood, ! how true is it 
that “ who sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood he shed 
and 1 tried to turn from the sickening subject, but little besides 
Baj-ke-kote and Lahaur entered my thoughts that night, and less 
of sleep fell on mv eyelids. 
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Not;fis. 


(a) The siege of Eatras is a tale familiar to lodian ears ; it was a sketch ia 
Iiord Hastimga’ best style, which was bold and decided, seldom requiring to be 
re-tortcbed. It was once upon a time— (not now, of course,)— the practice of 
the ^English to send a single regiment with a couple of guns, or perliaps even a 
wihg with one guu, to capture ji strong fortress ; a practice that frequently in- 
vol"v:ed'ar failure in the first attack, the necessity of sending in the second instance, 
a much stronger force than would at first hkve done the work, with great need- 
less expenditure of life, time, and treasure. ,Or, if the first small party succeed- 
ed in taking the place, the garrison generally escaped. Lord Hastir^a prohibit- 
ed single guns being ever, on any pretext, detached, and strenuously urged the 
policy of never sending a force so small as to invite repulse. 

(h) The system obtaining in the civil administration of the Panjab, by which 
every ofience has its fixed price, has gradually crept into the army; fines are im- 
posed on the soldier for military offences, or for leave given and taken without 
reference to the Commander-in^ Chief, (when there is such an authority) j the 
Commanders of divisions and brigades are stddoia disturbed iu their arrange- 
ments, and they put the finances of their regiments into the hands of Persian 
writers, frequently low intriguing fellows. These men having tlie accounts en- 
tirely in their own hands, and the pay being frequently nearer twenty-four 
months than twelve in arrears, can plunder the soldier to an enormous degree, 
and, at the time, probably with impunity. But the day of reckoning cojnes j 
in any military tumult, the Munshis are the firpt victims,r and many a life is 
paid as the forfeit for former extortions. ^ ^ . 
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£eUasiSi ghnng t7te fish he is angling for a sudden jerk^ breaks ihe Uns and. 
loses the prize^-^^* The v)rath of a king is as messengers of death, but a luise man will 
pacify itfi 


'‘He that is soon angry dealath foolishly.^' 

“ Heaviness in the heart of a man maketh it stop/^ 

“ Seest thou a man diligent in his business ? He shall stand before kings.” 

= ' ■* < . Solomon^ 

Woei unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and men of strength to 
mingle strong drink 1 Who justify the wicked for reward, and take away ttie 
'righteouaness of the righteous from him I Therefore as the dre devoureth the 
stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root shall be as rottenness, 
and their blossom shall go up as the dust,” + 

Jmicdu 

1% was all I could to forbear accpnipaiiyinig Akram ■Kharij 
Jt^ut I saw that my owti presence would only ruin my hopes ; har- 
ing a thousand times enjoined courage and prudence, with a heary 
heart, f sent hiin away. I had no doubt of either his brarery or 
fidelity : and hp knew me well enough, to be sure, that tb# richest 
reward in my power would seem in ihy pjes sioaSili, for the m 
who should restore Mahfeb Eo^. 

To pToid risque, I did not send any letter by Akram Khan, 
hut on hi^ approach to the place of M^hlab's imprisonment, he was 
to re-asmme the disguise of £i minstrel ; and by frequent repetition 
I had taught him a song, which he was to sing in her hearing, t© 
the same familiar air whicli had already caught my attention. 

jDiily as evening’s hour reiurne, 

Thy constant star, my MSl-tab burns ; 
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But where the fountain, pure and bright. 

To image back its steady light ? 

Oft as night spreads hei^ curtain damp, 

Love lights up memory’s faithful lamp j 
But ob, it shews, and not dispels. 

The gloom that in my bosom dwells.” 

Happily for me, my mind was not allowed leisure to prey on 
itself^ <lnring the subtseqiient interval of suspense : the very evening, 
of Akrain Khan’s departure, as I paced the ramparts, following 
him in thought, and weighing, for the ten thousandth time, my own 
hopes and fears, I was interrupted by the approach of my 
He made his salute, and as he seemed to have something to say, 
I beckoned Hm nearer. 

Well Sohun Lai, what is your news 
“ Does the Sa/dh remember the shoe that we found when. 
Cliand Khan was murdered 

Do I not ? what'of it now V* 

“ I think I have. got the fellow to it." 

What I and old Kam Singh ? Have you caught him ?" 

JSTo, Sahih^ I have no news of him, nor do^. I think he was 
cUncenied in the murder ; it was Bhup Singh who committed it, 
1 am sure." 

My readers may perhaps rememher that after the attempt to 
murder ime, soon after my ariival at Kingrd, when I seiiteuoed^^ 
Naud Sin^ for the crime, liis brother wus the rufftan who fired at 
me from the ranks and wounded me, and that I arrested the ven- 
geuce my troops were inclined to take, dismissing the man without 
injury. After my recovery iny mind was so engrossed with other 
subjects, that this rasckl, .(Bhup Singh by name,) never entei’ed 
my thoughts, hut now that his name was suggested, I at once ac- 
quiesced in the probability of his being concerned in Oh^nd Khan’s 
innrder, , I desired Sohun Lai to proceed, and the substance of his 
cuinmtnucation was as follows : — 

Sahib^ your ^holam and Ali Yerdi Khan hate often talked 
over that bloody business ; We wondered how' such a dagha-haz as 
Sukhun Lai tad succeeded Cliand Khan as your Vaqll at the 
dmrMr^ nor were we ignorant of the jeajdusies there entertained 
my master. You look angry, my lord, that your servants 
should thus talk of your but if men have ears and tongues, 
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the Mahamjah himself cannot prevent their using them. The 
BInMni said one day, I wonder what is hecome of Bimp Singh V* 

“ Gone to Lahto I suppose/" said I, without much thinking. 

If so/" replied AH V erdi, it is for no good to our master."' 

I had no particular reason for what I had said, but my own 
words afterwards recurred to me, and I wrote on tlie subject to one 
I knew at Lahaur. Your servant, my lord, is bound not to dis- 
close his friend's name, but I will stake auy life on the truth of his 
intelligence.” 

Here I could hardly forbear intenupting Sohun Lai. I bad 
been harassed into an irratibility that at times I could scarcely con- 
trol, and the mysterious ascendancy that a foreigner holds over 
the Natives of India, insensibly nourishes a domineeiing spirit, 
that we are oui*selves hardly aAvare of till it encounters some oppo- 
sition. I checked myself however, fecling^Aat I. could not justly 
punish my j}^aih for being faithful to his Wi|d : and perhaps a lit- 
tle swayed by knomng the independence of his character, and 
that if I did not choose to talie the information, as he choose to 
give it, he would unhesitatingly walk off. It was with intense in- 
terest that I Hstened to the rest of his tale. 

My lord is doubtless aware that while ChAnd Khan sup- 
posed himself safe in Hs secret pranks, he was completely in the 
power of Raja Dhyan Singh, who can pay higher for information 
than any other man at Laham', and therefore knows more. He 
was always anxious to get my master out of his road, and if Nand 
Singh was not openly encouraged by him, in what he did, at least 
he knew 'that the death of my lord would not displease the Raja. 
Bhup Singh hastened back to Lahaur when he left KAngrA, and 
communicated with the Raja tlirough Sukhun Lai, Hkewise a 
mere tool of the great ’man's. It was but a bungling, scheme they 
laid, in determining on the murder of ChAnd Khan, that the blame 
might fall on my master; Sukhmr Lai had Reasons of ids own 
for wishing to get the MultAni out of the way, however, and 
Bhup Singh was just in that state, thirsting after blood, and hard- 
ly restrained by his employers from falling directly upon the Sahib^ 
that he was glad to flesh his sword on one whose death would cer- 
tainly give, my lord distress, and probably bring him into danger. 
It was in the disguise of a Banniah that Bhup Singh first gained 
admission, and learned the J^pot of Chand Khan's confinement” * 
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Here I could not represv <3 myself any longer, “ and how/' I 
exclaimed, did he enter that night ? How did he carry off old 
Ram Singh ? Which among my men is the traitor — speak you 
^iiimukharmn r 

3dy lord, what is the use of this violence ? Your servant 
will tell all he can, l>ut he must take his own time.” 

“ You had better speak,” I answered, in great anger ; if you 
refuse to give me full infomation, you shall be put in irons, and 
punished as a traitor; ay, both you and Ali Verdi Khan.” 

The Bakib can do as he pleases, the Multdni knows notlnng 
of what I hare been telling, and I will not say one word beyond 
what I had first intended,” 

I was ashamed of myself, and felt how I was lowered in my 
deputy's eyes by this violence ; as therefore I could not compose 
myself at the momentri dismissed Sohun Lai, Saying — I will 
hear th^ rest to-morroV, enough for this time.” He mthclre w in 
silence, barc% even making a mlam. 

When alone, I reproached myself bitterly for the violence I had 
shewn, and felt that I had thus perhaps closed the only door by 
which I could obtain tidings of a point I had much at heart, and 
even, as my restless fancy suggested, possibly connected with whaf 
lay nearest my soul. “ These brothers !” thought I, whence 
have they power ? Is there no escaping their toils ? Am I but a 
fly, caught in the net they hare woven round me, and are they 
waroluiig iH\- f^truggles till they find it convenient to pounce on 
their victim ? 1$ my treasure even now in their grasp ?” And 

these thoughts almost overwhelmed me. 

The night wore on in restless anxiety ; exh^austed by mental 
conflict, I found it some relief to listen to a storm that was gather- 
ing outside, and to watch the lightning flashing into my room, 
wWoh. was only lighted by a small oil lamp, standing ,pii the top of 
a slender brass tripod. While I lay tossing frpm ^de to side, 
stririiig to fasten my^ thoughts on the elemehli|, strife without, I 
heard the septay who paced outade my challenge some 

Ptie who approached, ; ; ' 


An express fr to tl^ Maharajah's cam was the reply, toi 
avenger was ushered into’ my presence. 1 opened the p^ket 


ehgerly ; fhe first en^dsmrel saw to be Sukhun Lal> And fifing 
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away ia disgust : the aext was from the faqir, and I laid it down 
to decypher at leisure, while I read the third document, Siparwa-- 
nail from the Maharajah, desiring that all might be ready for his 
reception at Kdngra on the third day from that which was now 
dawning. Before issuing the necessary orders, I perused Aziz- 
u-din’s communication. * 

“ To the asylum of exaltation and nohdity, the support of mag- 
nificence and valour, Colonel Bellasis ; — May he be dignified by an 
increase of royal distinctions. The Maharajah has commanded the 
poox faqlr to communicate to his favoured servant Colonel Bellasis, 
the satisfaction felt in the sublime mind by his faithful guardian- 
ship of Kingra. But as his Highness desires to see his newly 
raised troops in perfect discipline, he intends for a season to remove 
his trusty servant, and to employ him in preparing the troops for 
the interview that is to take place at Eupar, with the English Lord 
Bahll)* Kfingra will, for the present, be again held by its former 
Governor, and as soon as the Maharajali can spare his faithful and 
esteemed servant Bellasis from duties in the field, he will be at li- 
' berty to return to his charge.” 

I felt a choking at my throat as I read this annoimcement of 
the royal will ; often as I had desired to be reheved of my charge^ 
and full of painful tobciations as Kdngra now was to me, I felt a 
wrench in separating myself froiu it. It was consolatary, however, 
to find that the fortress -was not to fall into the immediate power of 
the brother Rajas, and I also had a vague hope that in, my mov- 
ings I might learn some tidings of MMitab Kowr. And then, ^th 
unspeakable disgust, I took up the arzi of my Yaqll^ and read it, 
fe^iiig all the time as if my hands and eyes were contaminated by 
the touch and sight of such a perfidious wretclfs witing. After 
a preface of more than usual adulation, Sukhun Lai went on to 
gay : — Your Excellency's servant watches bdb niastet'’s interests 
with the same tmslumbering vigilance, tote disturbances mention- 
ed in my last arzi were Soon quelled by ^e decision of the Ma- 
harajah, and your slave accompanied the royal train when it left 
Laliaur. Through his Excellency's good fortune, we have proceed- 
ed prosperously so far on oux road to K^ngra. Reports have 
reached your well wishers that the Maharajah designs to terminate 
my lord's prosperous reign, but those who know the Sahib* s mizaj^ 
fannot suppose for a moment that he will be displaced tamely, and 

T 
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they rejoice in thinldng that the attachment of hi$ troops makes 
him too powerful for the Maharajah to wish for any misunder- 
standing with him. Enough has been said.” 

I tore the paper into fragments and flung it awa}^ exclaiming, 
a clumsy tool Bhyan Singh has got ! Can he imagine by such a 
poor contrivance to urge me into disobedience and ambition ? He 
will not get me out of the way so easily.” I then prepared my 
answer to the darhar, despatched it, and made the necessary ar- 
rangements for His Highness’ arrival. In the midst of these em- 
ployments, ^ohun Lai’s conversation of the preceding evening was 
continually recurring to my mind. He was as usual in his place, 
prompt, steady, energetic, but no words past except on his own 
immediate business; pride and shame withheld me from referring 
to any other subject, and he shewed no sign of remembering our 
interview. When evening came, I was feverishly impatient for 
some communication with my and as time wore on without 
bringing him, I was about to swallow my pride, and summon him 
to my presence : but then I remembered that by this time he was 
probably sunk in the periodical oblivion to which lie subjected him- 
self by intoxication. Exhausted and unliappy, I lay down, and 
fell asleep, 

On the day appointed, the royal cortege made, its appearance, 
and I certainly did feel some reward for my adherence to my word, 
when the MAarajah himself approached the gate, and obtained 
entrance oidy by going through the formalities he had himself pre- 
scribed. See faqirji ! I have one servant at any rate who 
obeys my commands,” said Ranjit as he entered. Then calling 
me to sit on the farmh near him, he said in an encouraging tone, 
’ this is the best day’s work you have done yet. I must 

have ydu awhile with me in the field, but you shall soon come hack 
to KAngra, and in the mean time old Dandawr Singh wUl faithful- 
ly hold his former post.” I bowed submission to the royal man- 
date ; and, at any otlier time, I should have felt gratified as Ranjit 
personally inspected the district under my charge, and expressed 
his wonder and surprise at the aspect it wore. ** This cannot be 
prepared for shew,” said he to those around him, as he rode through 
the spacious streets and well supplied bazars. “ I wish Kash- 
mir had been in such hands.” A look passed between the bro- 
thers Dhyan and Guiab Singh, and Khnshiyal Smgh could barely 
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seem not to hear -a speech that implied such censure on himself* 
Aziz-ud^in, who always tried to keep the peace (perhaps afraid that 
violent altercations might bring to light secrets that were as well 
withheld from the royal ear,) now put in his word, “ the asylum 
of the Universe probably remembers Wadipoor/' “ Ay,*' said 
Ranjit laughing, when I was expected to arrive in the evening 
and set out the next morning, my viceroy ran up long lines 
kutcha walls, with painted doors, and had these/Az^^ mut streets 
illuminated, so that we seemed passing through extensive hazards 
It happened that I halted next day and discovered the trick ; I 
made him forthwith pay down as much money as it would have 
cost to build the real houses, and some of these days 1*11 take a 
peep to see how they get on/’ 

I smiled, as in duty bound, but my thoughts were elsewhere j 
Sohun Lai sedulously avoided any but official intercourse with me, 
and I thought it useless to urge him to disdostxre® while the cloud 
was on his brow. 

One day I w^as gurnm oned to a private interview with the Ma-» 
harajah, the alone being present ; Eanjit was evidently ner- 
vously anxious as to the figure he and his troops should cut h^ore 
the English, and hc questioned me earnestly on my opinion. 

Tell me,” he said, tell me Bellasis, do you think these faringis 
would face my men, if it came to a fight? You look disconcerted, 
but you ought to know enough of me to understand that, when I 
ask an opinion 1 want one ; not a mere echo of my own words/’ 
I was, and could not help appearing a good deal taken aKidkr r I 
was averse to offend, and did not see how I could r^y* without 
teUcjiriiig the Maharajah on the most tender point.' But I stuck to 
my principle, and replied sincerely "'that I did not think his .army 
could successfully confront one with European discipline.” 

But why, Stasis ? see my gtm^look at my Infantry — 
count my Cavaltyr-~ahd fteu* tee^sm;e the nunabers of these /a- 
rangk*^ 

Your; ILighn^s’ servant wishes well to the Khalsa^ and to 
the GovernimeEt whose salt he eats, but he answers honestly, aUd 
says what he; lifinks/’ 

Then tdl mej man, why you think so ? Fear not, speak out.” 

I may be wrong, but there are many' reasons ; the European* 
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have superior discipline and better leaders, and their gradations of 
rank are more complete.** 

But we could bring four times their number into the field/' 
Which force you have no one to handle — ^it would therefore 
destroy itself/* 

'' What ! could not Ventura, or Court, or Avitable ? Could 
you not yourself ? but perhaps you woidd not : is that your mean- 
ing ?** and the old Chief *s single eye glanced fire. This was the 
point that I had feared the conversation would come to ; however 
I replied respectfully that I trusted there was no occasion for ask- 
ing the question, and that the friendship between him and the 
Company would remain unbroken. But he was not to be so an-^ 
swered, and said impatiently, that is no reply to my question/' 
" Please your Plighness, I would neither offend nor deceive, but 
since you ask me I must answer, that I could not fight against the 
English/* '' You should have told me so before/* exclaimed . the 
Maharajah, violently — you have deceived me — you have eaten 
my salt (a), only to fail me when most wanted.** 

My ear5 tingled at the reproach, hut feeling' how little I had 
deserved it, how well I had worked for all I had received, I replied 
in a tone less respectful than was my wont, I Aam eaten your 
Highness* bread, and moreover have been honored with your favor, 
hut I may say that I have done my duty, and more than mj duty, 
in lieu thereof. I hav^ encountered danger and provoked enemies, 
because 1 would not betray my trust, but would obey to the letter 
your own orders. On the other hand let me remark, that you en- 
rolled me as your servant without stipulations, and surely if it was 
free of your Highness to discharge me at any time, I was equally 
liberty to choose another master. As I have told you, I am not 
an Englishman, but I have so much fellowship with them that I 
could not draw a sword against their cause.** 

The old fagir, who was seated on the^ blind aide of the Maha- 
rajah, had been casting deprecatory looks at me throughout the 
debate ; but when I came to this explicit declaration, he gazed in 
ailent astomshment. I was prepared for an outbreak of the Lion*s 
wrath, hut for the moment every other feeling in him seemed swal- 
lowed up in surprize at my plain dealing. He looked at me for 
isome moments, as if to make sure he had heard my words aright; 
tiien his better nature prevailed. '' Well donofarm^i/' he 
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^claimed, 'Eh,faqirji f Do you think there are many tongues 
in the. darhar that would speak as honestly ?*’ Azizuddin, see- 
ing what was his cue, launched forth in praise of my sincerity, 
‘‘ Precious are the pearls of truth, when strung on the bracelet of 
faithful actions. Happy is the sovereign in the sunshine of whose 
favor the blossoms of uprightness expand and bloom. Sweet is 
the fruit of righteous dealing, though the husk may be unpldatable/^ 

'' Bas, interrupted the king, “ Bellasishas risked his 

head, but the danger is past ; I know now what work he will do, 
and what he will not ; and I believe that, what he undertakes he 
will not flinch from/' 

I was not astonished after the preceding conversation, that 
the faqir took an early opportunity of seeing me alone, nor 
at the excessive cordiality of his manner ; you have wea- 
thered a storm,” he said, but now you have only prosper- 
ous breezes to waft you to the haven of your desires.” I sigh- 
ed, feeling bitterly that even the royal favour could do little to 
lighten the load on my heart, My friend looks sad,” continued 
the courtier, what is his grief Can the poorest of the Mahara- 
jah's servants do aught to relieve it ?” 

Azizudin was certainly a strange confidant for a love af- 
fair ; hut though I might as well have talked of music to one 
bom deaf, as of my feelings for Mahtab Kowr to the faqir, 
yet he could understand the fact, that I had lost a certain 
property that I valued, and that I was jealous lest it had fal- 
len into an enemy's hands. My heart longed to flisburtlien 
itself, and I had much confidence in the soundness of his coun- 
therefore related the bare facts of Mahtab's story, and my 
suspicions of the brother Bajas being concerned in her cap- 
ture. The old man listened with interest, for to him each char^% 
ter introduced was like a piece to a chess-pfeyer^ ealeulated 

how it would affect his game. The brother Eajas P he said 
at length, ** you talk, hs if thete Was hut one soul in those 

two or three bodies 1” And is it not so ?” I replied, have they 
not thus gained wealth, rank, influence ? and are they fools enough 
to give up all this by quarrelling ?” You are right, they will 
keep up their appearance of unanimity ; but my friend, if two Men 
ride one horse, one must have the front seat, and the .other must 
be less comfortably placed, and think you this will produce no 
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heart-burning? Any attack from without they would join to re- 
pel, but you are not the man I take you f(n: i£ you can imagine that 
Dhy^n Singh and Gulab Singh can he without jealousies between 
themselves. Of Sachet Singh I do not speak ; he is in every way 
inferior to his brothers/’ I acquiesced in the probability of the 
faqir's opinion, and then asked his advice. '' Wait/^ he answer- 
ed, wait till I consider, we must do nothing rashly, but I think 
I shall be able to help you.” 

Somewhat 3?>eHevei at having so able an ally in my quest of 
M&tab SowTr I was a shade less anxious to hear the rest of Sohun 
Lafs story, and resolved to wait his time. My Vaqil had pre- 
sented himself on the day of his arrival^, I could but order the reptile 
from nxy presence, and forbid him ever again to.' approach, and he 
had too much to dread from investigation to seek any reason for 
my conduct. Moreover I had now no longer use for a Vaqil ; 1 
could npt conceal from myself that my position was- low^ed, and 
this nq hkes ; but I was too proud to let my feelings be seen; 
and indeed I had now little to attract me to any spot in the Maha- 
rajah’s dominions, ^cept the one wherein lay my treasure. 

During my stay at Lahaur, I had not witnessed any of those 
revels that I heard were common' at the court ; but at Kangrd^ 
whet^ I was in a manner the host, I was obliged nightly to attend 
the Satumalfe. (S) Ranjit himself rarely became intoxicated, and 
it wjis incredible what quantities of liquid ike he swallowed without 
its affecting his sobriety. Few of his courtiers, however, conld 
thus carry the liquor, and he took a. devilish pleasure in seeing 
them drunk even worse, I now witnesse^d what Giddbi had de- 
pcj!j33^/pf,; his, .plying: the miserable natch-girls with ardent spirits 
and infeojdea^hgv#Ugs, and? setting like so many findes- to. 

fight with each other. I cannot express the disgust these scenes 
(jccasxoned, and they fixed the determination, that had been fi:oating 
in my mind, to quit the service and country of the Maharajah, as 
soon as I obtained tidings of Mahtab’s fate. One' evening, before 
we quitted Ktmgr'd, Dhyan Singh solicited the royal permission to 
visit his jaqir before joining the rendezvous at Rupar. Ranjiti was 
in a good humour*^ and granted request ; it was all I could do 
npt to look sjgn^cantly at Azi^dini for: hiy thoughts instantly fliew 
; although the Raja had not specified that place as- 
the point he was going to,, something a^ured me of Imdestina- 
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tion, and my heart trembled. When I met the faqir in private, 
he agreed with me, “ but,” added he, “ I hope this visit of the 
Baja to his own castle, will farther your views ; my spies are 
round him, though he things himself so safe. By this time Akram 
Khan has probably reached R^j-lce-kot ; one of my retainers, who 
is a confidential Munshi of Dh} an Singh's, shall manage matters. 
Ah, Colonel Sdhih ! what an advant^e we possess, who can use 
the pen, that key to greatness ! lllaJi be praised, the poor, faqir 
need trust his thoughts to no one he does not choose, while the 
Rajah, ay, and the Maharajah himself, cannot communicate with 
others without help !” 

The faqir, when he had delivered himself of this harangue, took 
his depai’ture, and in few days we were all under weigh' for Amrit- 
sir ; I quitted Kdngrd with a pang, yet was on the whole pleased 
to find myself in active military life. Every day I fiaanoeuvred my 
men, and wrought hard to perfect their training ; Vhat is all this 
for would sometimes rise to my mind, but I dismissed the thought, 
anxious to do my duty for the present, and glad of a channel into 
which I could direct the eager restlessness of my spirit. 


NOTES. 


(«) It can scarcely be necessary to tell any reader that salt is the enablem 
and pledge of fidelity all over the East. But the highest notion of hoacjiityln 
this country only extends to remaining faithfid to one master, as long as a mHaa 
tsontiimes id his employ : it is no blot on a soIdier^s character to quit one service, 
add Mitriself to an enemy. Loyalty to an individual or party, as an inherent 
part of the ehamcter, inch as we see, (or at any rate, read of,) in Europe, is 
not dreamed of here. 

(b) A subject that po man would wdllingly bring before the woman he wish- 
es to respect and admire ; but if whl lend scenes of in- 

fhmy, they must excuse a friend who tells them of thd!r error, A young woman, 
not acquainted with Indian life, might attend a ndtchy iu perfect simplicity ; 
and if she went, the fault would be in those wiio took her there. But it is diffi- 
cult to believe, that any matron who has been some years in India, is not aware 
of the character of these disgraceful spectacles ; and passing strange i» it that 
she should grade them with her presence. The remarks and jests palled forth, 
among the nafires on these occasions, it would be as difficult for a modest wo- 
man to guess, as it would be for me to ptit in words fit for her to read ; but my 
ears have tiogled at hearing such insults, and my indignation and shame have 
burned at seeing ladies expose themselves to such. In Hindustan, where Eu- 
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ropeans have been long known, women are not compromised by adhering to 
their W estern habits of life ; though, I think, dancing is a most undesirable per- 
formance on the part of Christian ladies before people who look on that exercise 
as a badge of infamy ; but among the Sikhs it is different ; and if ever Engiish- 
women again form part of a cortege in the Panjab, it ia fervency to be hoped 
they will not, by undue freedom, expose themselves to such gross and insulting 
observations, as once happened, forgive me, Mr friends — I speak thus because 
1 reverence the female character j and itt s not for the lady subjects of the first 
lady in the world, to degrade their sex among strangers. 
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coNTEyrs* 

** Confidence in an unfaithful man^ in time of trouhle^ is llh a hroken toothy and 
foot out of Joint.** 

Solomon, 

** If chance will have me king, why chance may cxowa me, 

Without my stir,*^ 

' , Moxibeih, 

“ Ere sleep stern Oswald^s senses tied, 

Oft had he changed his weaiy side ; 

Composed his limbs, and vadnly sought. 

By effort strong, to banish thought. 

Sleep came at length, but with a train, 

Of feelings true, and fancies vain. 

Mingling, in wild disorder cast, 

The expected future widi the past/' 

Scott. 

One hour of the day remained of an eyening in tte montlt of 
September, when a cavalcade was seen approaching the new, and 
still-rising foriaress of Baj-ke-kot. It was a spot of which the 
strength and position were hardly known beyond its immediate 
^ecihcis : the present possessor nnderstood its value as a resource 
in anj’ evil day, and took every precaution to prevent its fame from 
going abroad. The leader of the cavalcade, having morioned the 
running footmen who were by his ride, to the fekoned 
to him one who, riding a step behind, seemed by his bearing and 
attitude privileged above his fellows. The suwarl did not consist 
of less than five hundred horse and foot, a bold-looking, and 
strangely-nbiottled assemblage; there were Hindus, Sikhs, and 
Muasalm^ in apparent good fellowship^ for, save and except 
those immediately around the Chief, the party seemed fully enjoy- 
ing themselves, and the loud hearty laugh, the rough joke, and the 
capering and prancing nf the well-con(h[tioned horses, betokened 

w 
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that the service was a good Oae^ and the men well satisfied with 
themselves ‘and each other* Those who ran beside^ and immedi-^ 
ately around the Chief, wore the features and costume of hill-men ; 
the rest, as I have said, were a mingled host, Purubis along side * 
of Pashawaris ; wild Akalis and swaggering Sikhs, and strutting 
Pathdns, abreast of soberer, (though more martial,) .Rajpiits*v 

The leader of this band, attired in a costume half Frank, half 
Oriental, might, by a slight stretch of imagination, have been takeii 
for a knight of St. John, or for one who led the hosts in the cam- 
paigns so mi^amed the Holy Wars. He was clearly of an Eas- 
tern toother though his complexion light ; his features were 
large, but of perfect symmetry, eyes dark and piercing, form and 
bearing, light, compact and noble ; his stature was middle-sized 
and of faultless proportion, save for a slight lameness, which defect, 
however, did not appear as lie rode. The Chief’s dress consisted 
of a back and breast-plate of polished steel, his arms bore gaunt- 
lets of the same metal, and a half-casque, half-turban, completed 
his amour, his weapons being a double-harrelied pistol of exquisite 
Workmanship at the pummel of his saddle, and a common-looking 
sword by his side. The running attendants carried double-bar- 
relled guns and rifles, and all in the train were well armed, though 
after various fashions, with long matchlocks, ^ears> carbines, pis- 
tols^ ktdves and swords. 

tb:e: toato who wa^ snMttto lead©: was a 

smart little figure, with more of the Secretary than the soldier in 
his air. His features were' sharp, and his had all the Hindu 
acuteness, with a sinister expression, very repelling until he spoke ; 
and flien the ease of his manner, Ha fluent discourse, and an irre- 
isistiWe bonhomtoie,”mmde jou think how unjust had been your 
first impression. At his master s sign this man approached, and 
took the place of the attendants who fell in the rear. What 
. was it, Chanda, that you told me yesterday he said T* enquired 
thje leader in an unconcerned manner, hut emphasizing the pro- 
amnii. My lord, with my own ears I heard ham say that the 
Maharajah only wanted opportunity to destroy you]; that he felt 
yonr wealth, ahUity and infinence. over the army, and above all, 
the unanimity that subsisted among: the branches of your house/' 
;B%nething like a smile curled the Chiefs lips, and was fofiqwe|. by 
ik long-drawn br^h that might have been a half-sigh* , 
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It may he so ” he muttered, yet I caunot belieye it ; I 
am more necessary to him than the fawning faqir^ the bluff Bhals, 
or the treacherous Jamadar- Among the buffoons and fiddiem 
around him, where would he find one to till my place ? Ay, or 
among the farayifjis either ? He could, not do without me — ^no— . 
I'm safe — ^but theff' — ^aUd lie stopped? looking as if he thought be 
had already said too much. The servant, however,, not, perhaps 
catching baa eye or his tone^ repeated, Safe indeed, my lord I It 
may be my iord^s pleasure rather to fedlow than to lead ,* hut count 
your possessiom and your well-wishers, my lord, cast your eye on 
the country we are now passing through, aud on those towers we 
are now approaching, and then say what is there in the Pajiydb to 
resist you ?” The Chief did glance at the massy battlements before 
him, and there were pride and ambition in his eye as he exclaim- 
ed, Yes, those towers would resist a strong but in a mo- 

ment recovering his usual calm and gentjhmaidy demeanour, he 
added, you are mistaken, C5iandi% if you, think I would draw 
iny sword against the Mahar^hh; he has snade me what I am? and 
I should he worse tJw a dog to requite him with rebellion, No, 
these walls are built for other purposes ; the Mahai^^ah is weak 
and worn out, he may die to-moftow, he may H diis moment, 
who then guides lie States t Who kf there, among the besotted, 
cowardly, drunken crew, to hold the government for one day i To 
keep friendship, or rather, peace with the farangis f to command 
the respect of the provinces ; and above all, to restrain and curb 
our own soldiery ; that mass of mfbans that it has been his High- 
ness' pleasure to collect, and that he alone can compel ? They^ 
now^deeply in arrears, and many of the leaders Very imyopular, 
some- of he#,; as well as some of the worst,, feanjit Singh's 
death would he the signal, if not for total anarchy and a rush o» 
the to§Jmh--khmay^ least for much bloodshed and many masters. 
And then who would be safe ? Certainly not those vvho had neg- 
lected to prepare for tbeir own safety. iTn ssiying more thau per- 
haps is wise ; but you a nose and tongue, Chandu, you are 
prudent, hnd will not run the chance of losing them." € 

There was little alteration of tone throughout this speech, 
speaker seemod rather communing with himself than expressing 
any opinion to hip companion, and he continued in the same 
ftiain ; It is no secret that the Maharajah's only son is Jfc fool, 
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and Hs son again is a cMld. How tlien can we avoid com- 
motion? Tliis land of riyers, fated to be tie field of perpetual 
battle, must again be fought for, again be won. But enough of 
this. Tell me where are those foolish women ? and how fare 
thej ?” 

“ In the western tower, my lord ; they sigh their time away, 
but she will soon be complaisant enough/' 

“ jSTone of your smirks, Chandu, tempt me not hy such words. 
Is sh0 not a E^jpQtni, and of a princely bouse ? No, I should dis- 
honoux„ myself ^ I dishonoured her/' The menial shrunk at the 
retort, and still more at the glance of his master, who was not, he 
saw, in a mood to he trifled with, he therefore, answered respect- 
fully, “ The ladies are bonourahly tended, Eajahji ; they have no- 
thing to complain of, hut as I was ignorant of your Highness' in- 
tentions, I did not think it right to listen to their lamentations, or 
do more than assure them of right honest treatment/' 

'Tis well, Chandu, foy hy the ashes of my father, and by the 
head of my first bom,Iwouldavenge their wrong, and doubly would 
I chastise him who wrongedthem inmyname. They may he foolish, 
weak, infatuated — ^what woman k not ? The mother may be de- 
sirous to sell her child to a faran^^ and the girl may love her own 
disgrace, but should I therefore dishonour myself, and be handed 
down to posterity as the spoiler of the fallen house of Kangra ? 
Yet I would ^ytliink of so 

start, — hut Chandu, you at least ought to have laiow'n me better 
than to tliink I would take such poor revenge. That scoundrel, 
Bhup Singh, might fancy that he had brought me an acceptable 
prize, but^yoti^ did you ever know me crush a dove to be revenged 
on a hawk ?” 

My lord is ever generous and noble, and his servant well 
knew that the ladies would meet honourable treatment at his hands. 
Indeed, it was mainly to rescue them firom the rufSans they w^re 
with, that I accepted the cliprge in your IKgbnfe' absence ; so 
careful mre I been not to curtail their comforts, tliat, I fear, they 
hare had too much lihet^ 5 a lurked about here for many 

days, and once, when hd was strumming hh sitar outside, I fanci- 
edi J; heard responsive notes from within.' One day too, the young- 
er lady held out money? as if to give in chiuifcy to the fiddler, but 
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when. lie approached to take he J^ihgered as if he had more to 
say than thanks for the coin. I appeared, hoT^yerer, from tlie re- 
cess in which I stood, and the musician made his saldm and walk- 
ed off. When I made enquiries, there was no trace of him to he 
found, but unless I am mistaken, I caught a glimpse of him yester- 
day in a faqirs habit.'' 

The Chief listened in silence, and not unmoved — this must,” 
he at length said, be an emissary from Bellasis.” Then, after 
another pause, tell them Chandu that their pardak shall never 
he lifted by me or by my seiwants ; and on you I leave the fulffl- 
ment of my orders. I am myself a Pahari and a Ehjpfrtra, and 
.desire the honor of the most distant branch of our stock. If they 
are disgraced, it shall be their own doing, not mine.” 

Chandu thought that this was his time to interpose, and strike 
a blow by which to gain favor with his secret master, without risk- 
ing his safety with him whom he outwardly served. In a tone of 
the softest and most adroit flatterys he replied, As the stars 
shine in a dark night, sp do vhrtabus deeds in a wicked court. My 
^ master's generosity' ■will bind all his own tribes to him, more firmly 
than ever, and ^Qfamngis in our service, who are not to be des- 
pised, win honoi^ the Chief who acts according to thmr own fanci- 
ful notions about letting Women Have their own way. By restor- 
ing the lady to him on whom she has fixed her affections, my 
Lord will do more for the honor of the house, than by thwarting 
her ; a woman will accomplish ■what she sets her heart on, or will 
perish in the attempt; should she die in our hands, or 
escape and throw herself into WildpU'H arms, my master's 
naihe would with cruelty, among bodi Paharis and 

fdrangh"^ 

The wily Secretary saw hy the Eaja's countenance that he had, 
said enough, had made the impression he desired, and therefore was 
silent ; no more words passed., till the cavalcade approached what no 
longer seemed an einbattledfbrtrcss, but ascarped hill, rising abruptly 
from theplam, and detached by considerable intervals, from the other 
peaksand ridges that, like the billows of an ocean, rose in all direc- 
tions around; Avoicefrom above challenged the party, the password ‘ 
and countersign were given ; — huge basket was let down by a 
windlass ; the leader and half a dozen of liiB followers entered it 
without dismounting, by a sort of wicket^ which being closed, a 
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sig-nal was given, and the ^irecarious machine was in an instant 
raised two hundred feet above the natural level, to a bi^oad terre- 
pleine, where were drawn up, to receive their lord and master, 
Baja Dhy^n Singh, six thousand troops, the flower of hill and 
plain. The emerged from his basket, received the nazars of 
his officials and touched the proffered swords of his chief officers, ((i) 
glanced at his retainers, and with a kind word or courteous gesture 
to tliose most worthy of notice, dismissed them, and wended his 
way towards where the hoard of worli^ was in full play. As he 
approached the nearest tower, a lean, emaciated person, whose eye; 
beamed with intelligence, came forth from a group of workmen, 
and, ru^p^i in hand, offered his welcome. Ah, Ahmed I how 
fares it with thee ? How proceeds the work ?’* enquired , the 
Bdjil kindly, and in his most dulcet strain, ** Ap he ikhal se, all 
goes on well, but it would be better if your Excellency was more 
at your own house? and among those who pray for’you/^ 
Would I could be so, Ahmed ! Thank you, however, all the 
same : hut what is this ? what are you after here pointing to. 
a half sunken shaft and gallery with eihbrazure-like openings,. 
The raj-mutrl smiled, and energetically pulling his long, thin, 
black beard, replied : "‘It meets your Highness' murzi, I trust ? 
See here, Edjaji; if your guns were to Are, from the eminence on 
which we, stand, it would be what the, farangis call, plunging fire, 
and a single shot would stiike but a Single object ; whereas, one 
sent horizontally may carry death through a whole paltan. . Yout*- 
slave lias therefore liccn talking with old Fyz Ally, the top-p, who. 
is a very koshgar man, a perfect Lokhman ; indeed my lord? it 
was he shewed me the hihm ut, for I only saw the defect, but had 
not the ykid to remedy it? when old Sponge Staff said, 1" Ahmed, 
you are an ass, though^tie Raja Sah%h thinks you a smatt feUow/* 
I was angry, your Highness, and would have struck him, but he is 
an old man, so I only said, “No gdlii if you please? Commandant'-^ 
/e, but shew me what to do, and I'll gladly do it ; I am anxious to 
be taught, and not too old to learn.” Thus I softened 
the old fellow? and he shewed me the hihmut, your Highness,” 
If you don’t make shorter work of shewing me, Ahmed, 1 shall 
be of Fyz Ally’s opinion.” 

Why, don't you see it my lord ? Tlie terre-pjeine of 
every tower is sunk, until, instead of being 200 feet. 
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or more, above the surrounding country, it is 'not more 
than 30 feet j just enough to give a good command, and to pre- 
vent escalade. In each tower will be three openings for gnns, one 
to fire down each of the two adjoining curtains, and one to scour 
the country in front.” The Raja's brow darkened, as the mutri 
with breathless eagerness explained his design. Yon are a fool, 
Ahmed ; why, you are throwing away my rupu^ and destroy- 
ing the very strength of my fortress. And you, too, Chandu, 
you are worse than an idiot, you must be a rogue.” The Secretary 
shnink back abashed, but not so the mason, Forgive your slave, 
my Lord,” he said, but his wild eye glanced fire, and betokened 
any thing hut meekness under rebuke ; pardon your servant, but 
consider before you condemn.” The Rajah smiled, and repEed, 
** Good, go on Ahmed, I was wrong to speak so : go on, I'm atten- 
tive, shew me your scheme throughout,” The joined his 
hands with a more subdued air, Ap mwf there will be no 
fort in the world like R4j-ke-kol *Whaf is Labour? What is 
Amritsir ? Bah I they are but vsp inany thin walls laid one against 
another, to tumble down by the concussion of their own guns ; 
but your Highness will have a noble fortress, without blemish.” 

' Web Ahmed, I hope so ; but IVe travelled fhr to-day and 
need rest ; let me hear how it is to be, or I must leave you.-” 

Pardon your slave, my Lord, lie proceeds to present his wzi. 
The circuit, you are aware, is three hn ; a tower at every hun- 
dred kadam will give forty towers, each of which will be, as Pve 
said, sunk, from 120 to 150 feet, and will at bpttdm he 70 f^tla 
widths Buti as thdre the wall, or radieaf the side the will 
be J.0O ifeei thick, tapering to 60 feet at the top, there will be ten 
stPps or tarmces between the terre-pleine at the bottom, where 
the guns will work, and the slope of the breast- work, correspond- 
ing with the main work that is to rsifia all rpimd lhe buR<ik^^ 

Below, as Fve said, will be three embrasures for guns : these wffl 
have shutters to close at will, and conceal the guns : and each in- 
tennediate terrace shall be loop-holed for matchlock men, wall 
pieces, and so forth ; wliHe from the upper one, the troops will fire 
over, as from an ordinary hreast-work.” 

Ah 1 I see your meaning now ; but Ahmed, you have put 
your guns and men into a weU : pray how are they to get in and 
out?” 
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The mistri smiled ; So I thought at first, your Highness, 
but the remedy is simple enough. If my Lord will allow his slave 
to accompany him towards the Ithds MuJidl^ he will seer the whole 
plan.'* 

Why not here ?' my friend ; I am all attention. 

Because your Highness, the key of the padlock is there.'’ 

Good friend mistri j you deal in riddles, but you must be 
humoured and the Chief, with his few followers, and a train of 
idlers proceeded towards his own residence. 

Suddehly they came upon a hxige hole and stopped, the Raja 
exclaiming, why, What have we here } Has there been am 
earthquake ? Or are you mad, Ahmed !” 

The mistri pulled his beard more fiercely than ever ; his eye 
was wilder, and his gesticulation more abrupt, while he said, No, 
my Lord ; this is the key I talked of ; here will be a hall, a hun- 
dred feet in diameter, sunk 80 feet ; it may be roofed over with a 
dome, and he a perfect hihisht as a dwelling place in the hot wea- 
ther. Tour ramps will descend at a gentle slope into the subter- 
ranean apartment ; and from it four galleries will be cut slanting 
towards the outer towers. The passages will be just wide enough 
for a gun, except at the point where each gallery branches out into 
ten roads to the respective ten towers ; and there will be room for 
guns to cross each oth^ : In recesses off the galleries will be the 
magazines, and should the. ^emy ever throw' in shells, all the 
garrison, except those on duty, may lie here as safe as their hearts 
cap wish. ,Tiie towers themselves can be roofed, at a height of 
•twenty or thirty feet for the same purpose. Fyz Ali told me this 
was a late European discovery, and that the faranyis themselves 
have not made much use of it.” 

Not bad, indeed, Ahmed,” said the Raja, but, talcing your 
own comparison, your plan locks the guns up, too much for my 
fancy ; there are too many loop-holes, things only fit for women 
and cowards.” 

Not so, my Lord ; your guns are still as free as ever to work 
all round the lower terre-pleine, and even at top to play around as 
on ordinary ramparts ; for, the parapet at top being sixty feet wide, 
you have only to divide it ihto two steps, and you have a platform 
of thirty feet for your upper tier of guns to play on, and £t breast- 
work as &any feet? thick to cover your battery ; one gre^it advan- 
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tage of this upper story, as of all raised works, is, that when the 
upper defences are knocked olf, you have only to sink your terre*. 
pleine and breastwork by clearing away the rubbish, and you have 
in a few hours a more formidable, because a thicker parapet be-^ 
tween you and the enemy, and if you lose a trifle in elevation, you 
gain porportionally by a moire hon2ontal fire. By such a double, 
0!'^ if you like, treble or even q^uadruple tier of gunsy and ten-fold 
tier of small arras, (as every step from top to bottom of the tower 
would be perforated) your Highness would, as Fyz All says, invert 
the common order of attack and defence, which supposes all fort- 
resses to be weak, inasmuch as they can only bring one, two, or 
three gnns to bear upon a point, whereas the besiegers may bring 
any number ; but this source of weakness my master must now see 
has been overcome by his servant, or rather by Fyz Ali, and we 
can pour upon the enemy, (if ever we find one bold efiough to at- 
tack Raj Kot,) a heavier fire from any on^ quarter than he can 
bring to bear on it. This principle, KAjaji may, you will observe, be 
carried to any extent ; it need not be restricted to the towers, but 
every curtain may be so hollowed out, and the whole circuit of 
Rdj Kot may bristle with successive tiers of large and little guns, 
as Fyz Ali says do the big boats of the one of which 

often carries seventy and eighty, placed in double or treble boles 
one above the other.** 

Now I see the Ahmed, but the expence wiU he enor- 

mous, and before entering on such a scheme, you ought to have had 
ray permission.** 

” Iifiss expence than ray Lord may at first sight suppose j earth 
is wmited in raany directions for the works in progress ; it must he 
dug, and surely - better take it where good may be done, than make 
^ Unsightly holes, to he afterwards levelled down at great expence, 
or else become rec^taeles for filtln Thus, When T had marked 
the lines, I requested the Kotwal to forbid being taken from 
any other place,^ so while the ghari^’^log help themselres, they do 
your Highness* work ; for, as there are bmldings going on all round, 
as well as shafts and galleries, the one helps the other. Agaiu, 
the very thickness of the walls saves expence, if they were thin,, 
they would require to be faced with masonry, hut now they need 
only be smoothed and cleared.** 

Ah ! I see, Ahmed, you are seldom wrong, but in future aU 

X 
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ways consult me : an arzi costs nothing’, and a word in my ear less 5 
one or other on such occasion as this might save you a leclare, or 
something worse ; rukhsai/' and Raja Bhyan thngh pushed in to 
his own apartments, after an absence of seven montus, and after a 
day's journey of thirty hos over a rough and hilly country. 

What he did when he got there, mv information does not state 
whether he Idsscd his wives and hugged his children, is not there- 
fore for me to say, hut presently he emerged from the zananah 
with the boy, liera Singh by his side ; he was a lump of a lad, 
with nothing striking in his features, which were smooth, of ordi- 
nary cast, and, if any thing, had a disagreeable pampered expression. 
He was, however, the pet of him who ruled the Punjab, and the dar- 
ling of his father, the wise and calculating IWliyihi Singh, who was 
now indeed a Raja of Rajas ; in that Ranjit had lately conferred 
the princely title on the boy, Hera Singh. Emerging from the 
miderun with the hoy, and addressing him with every endearing 
epithet, Bhyan Singh went up to one of the Ealmais, or confec- 
tioners, a score of whom, with their temporary ovens, were hard at 
work in the inner area of the palace, preparing sweetmeats for dis- 
tribution to the thousands who would he assembled at the approach- 
ing nuptials of the little Raja(o). It was indeed for this purpose 
that the father had obtained leave of absence from court ; and 
it was in the hope of accomplishing the first wish of his heart, and 
securing an heir to his house that he was now about to unite his 
first born darling to a daught^ of One of the oldest families in the 
bins. 

Caressing the child as he walked along, the ambitious father 
murmured half aloud, Is it not for thee, my darling, piarra, 
my tota-myna^ that I do ail this ? that I tread the slippery paths 
of ambition, and watch the pillow of that drivelling dotard? Eor 
thee I toil ; wilt thou ever repay my labors, requite my love ? Oh 
for one peep into the future Then, seeing himself observed, the 
Raja stopped at one of the ovens, and taking up a piece of luMu^ 
put it into the mouth of his hoy, who pampered with dainties, un- 
ceremoniously rejected the mixtoe of ghi^ mida and chini. 

The same night the Raja held secret council with' more than 
one who was little esteemed at the Lahaur darbar ; he did not say 
much, but listened to every opinion expressed, and it was late when 
he withdrew to his own chamber. 
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A watcli of the night still remained, when the Raja left his 
eouch ; he was always an early riser, hut now his mind was excit- 
ed, and after the iirst snatch of sleep that fatigue procured him, he 
was unable to close his eyelids f c). Ascending therefore the roof of 
his dwelling, he threw himself on. a cliarpaiy and seemed long wrap- 
ped in thought ever and anon uttering his ruminations aloud. 

Can they he all worlds, those little lamps that twinkle above 
me ? Is each a world larger than this ? Tlie farangis say so/’ 
Again, after a pause, how often have I watched them ! How 
exactly tKey return at their appointed season ! Some never set — 
some rise but a short way — some traverse the whole breadth of the 
sky, hut all ai*e constant, all^ except those strange ^wanderers, and 
Lena Singh can calculate even their movements precisely. Ah ! 
there he is the star of my fate I At whatever hour, whatever 
season, he is always stationaiy, burning steadily, though dimly, yes*. 
I w^ould make him the star of my destiny’Y^fJ,. 

The Raja was a man of realities, he had in him little poetry and 
less astronomy, so his soliloquy may appear absurd. But, sleeping 
muck in the open air, and guided in their computation of time, and 
on their marches, across vast trackless plains, by tbe motions of the 
heavenly bodies, Asiatics, even the moat iUiterate, are better ac- 
quainted with the simple laws of nature, or rather with the results of 
those lay^s, than many an educated European ; I have heal’d an old 
cow-keeper’s wife assign as a reason for knowing the hour when a 
robbery was committed, that a certain star was then on the meri- 
dian ► It was therefore not unnatural that a mind wrought up as 
DhySn. Singh’s now was, should in its heavings strike against the 
popular and mysterious thoughts connected with the stars. 

Oh for one peep into the future ! one glance at those lights 
as they really are I But, pooh I what connexion have they with 
my affairs ? Gan those impostors Muthsadden, and Bandeo Bts 
who practise on the drivelling Raajit, really teH to-day what shall 
happen to-morrow f ej ^ They cannot in fact deceive even him, tho’ 
he aJSects to credit them, to gain popularity. Oh ! were I a king ! 
no fciqir or astrologer, Moslem or Hindu, should infest me I A 
king indeed 1 who will be so when he. dies ? Karak Singh would 
not if he could — Nao Nihal is a lad, but he gives promise of spi- 
rit and ability-, alas I much more than does my boy ! But the race 
is not always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong; so the wise 
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501611 of the west say ; and so I have seen in those who entered hf^ 
with me ; I do not see that the active and the daring have gciined 
the mark so often as the cautious and deliberate. The tree requires 
years to hnng it to perfection, and then, an axe in the most . igno« 
ble hand may fell it in an hour ! I feel the destiny of my house to 
he great, but who will tell me whether I am to gain the prize my- 
self, or only open the way to it for my family ? And for which of 
my family ? Oh, if I could rouse my own boy to ambition { If 
he lets the prize shp^ his uncle will not, and then these plaguy wo- 
men, I shall inake a fresh breach with Sachet Singh by T‘eleasing 
the ^1 he had his eye on. But never mind, it will suit Gixlah 
Singh to he o^ my side, and if it did not, he would hnd ground of 
complaint, whatever I might do V* 

Rajah Dhy 0 n Singh was nominally a Hindu ; hut like, most hill 
tnen, he knew little of the doctrines of Brahma j and had heard 
mnch more of the spirit that dwelt in this deH^ or the demon that 
haunted that mountain, than of the Creator, Preserver and Destroy- 
er. At coart he had been sickened by the buffoonery of religion ; 
seeing Hindu and Moslem ascetics ahke countenanced by the Prince, 
who called* himself a pure Deist, and a disciple and successor of 
those who shed then* blood to found a faith pmihed from the abus- 
es of Muhammed and of Brahma : having seen this, and witnessed 
the orgies of master and seiwants, of Monarch and Priests, the RjE- 
jah was thoroughly di^gp^sted with aff. As a man pf Understands 
ing, with some intuitive sense of right, he siajf the grossness of the 
3ninisters of a righteous Being, openly pursuing vice and delight-' 
ing in obscenity, or even in their sitting in idle self- worship and 
abstraction. DhyAn Singh’s mind, therefore, was a blank as to re- 
ligion t and, hut that he was devoured by ambition, it would have 
been a held wherein to sow the seed of truth. By this I am far 
from meaning that h^e was a pure-minded man ; I believe he was 
of the genuine Machiavellian School, one who looked only to the 
ond, reckless of the means. He did not indulge in gratuitous cru- 
elty or injustice, or love the vices for their own sake ; but ambition 
was his idol, to , which he sacrificed present peace and security, and 
the highest honors a subject could, attain ; and scorned all for an 
object that he could scarcely deffne to himself, and in the road to 
the attainment of which his good sense shewed him accumulating 
difficulties, growing even out of the fulfilment of hispreseaat mea- 
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siires. Yet tinder the bewitchment of this idol, he seared liis con- 
science to acts, that twenty years before the bold and intelligent 
Dogur would have died rather than share m{yj, 

“ Well, Colonel SaAid ! what think yon of tliis said the 
faqxT to me, as lie placed in my hand a despatch from Chandu, 
from which I have chiefly compiled this chapter. I hardly dared 
to admit the hopes that the communication inspired, but I thanked 
Azizr-fl-din from my heart, and waited with encreased, but less 
desponding, impatience the result of our attempt. 

NOTES. 


(a) The iinmemorial Eastern custom of approaching a superior with an of- 
fering-, is to be seen every day in both the Native Courts and European offices M 
India, on all festivals and great occasions, including Christmas day. Soldiers 
present the hilt of their sword, in tolceu of their devotion to their master’s service; 
traders bring trays of alm^onds and sugar-candy, or fresh fruit ; civil officials 
bring a few rupees, laid on a white napkin, and no respectable man approaches 
^without offering a piece of money. The European merely touches the coin 
with.a salaam, but outside the door his understrappers are on the look out to 
Beece the retiring visitors, very possibly say they act by their master’s order. 
Ghehazi is.a true prototype of the hangers on round English officials. 

(hy At a wedding there is no limit to the feasting, but the resources of the 
bride’s parents. A man will spend the earnings of years on these occasions: 
on a small scale I may mention that I have known a man whose pay was four 
rupees a month, and who had a large family to support, spend eiglity rupees at 
his daughter’s wedding. The proportion may be carried up to the wealthiest in 
the land, and many instances vastly exceed that scale. I have known a Musal- 
man feed all of his own faith, amounting to nearly six thousand men, in the 
town where he lived, on the occasion of his daughter’s marriage. Sweetmeats 
form a most Important part of the feast, and the confectioners, with their porta- 
ble ovens, as described in the text, are generally installed within the centre area, 
surrounded by dwellings* which forms a part of the common plan for Native 
houses. 

(c) An Eastern practice, fhmilkrly known in the West; the better sort of 
houses have generally fiat rooffi, surrounded by ballustrades, -where the men 
sleep in the hot weather. The inhabitants of inferior dwellings, commonly sleep 
in the street ; nor is the practice found dangerous, probably from the universal 
custom of covering the face during sleep. 

(d) The Jdajtth seems to have alluded to the pole star, which he probably be- 
lieved to be atationarj, as to the casual observer, it appears. 

(e) Two Pandits, professors of astrology, and treated wbh great considera- 
tion by Kan jit Singh. Every narrative of Indian induidnal-, f.-om Kings to 
Thags, inclusive, shews their prevalent super s ti ti on : it U diffienh to bflieve the 
extent to which the daily practice of life is iofiueuced by charms and omens. 
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(/) The early chapters of this work give some account of Bhy^a Singh anOt 
his family, now the most influential iu the Panjab, and perhaps hereafter to be 
connected with British history. Gulab Singh is the elder brother, and in the fa- 
mily pact he has charge of their conquered territories jn the hills : while he ma- 
nages those of Dhyan Singh, he yearly adds to his own by conquest, or by the 
terror of hia name.— He has over-run the whole district between Kashmir and 
Attok ; and inflicted such terrible vengeance on the people of Sudan (a large dis- 
trict South-East of Mozaflarabad) cutting up, maiming, flaying to the amount it 
is said of 12,000 persons, that the men of Biindi and Satti, two adjoining ter- 
ritories, sent in their submission, but begged to jfee Im face. Of course the 
brothers must unite in this barbarous policy, though it is difficult to believe 
such horrors of either, seeing their mild and winning demeanour : they are 
alike too, in their boundless ambition and fathomless duplicity, as wary as they 
axe daring, as little disposed to use force where cunning will succeed, as tliey are 
ut^scrupulous in the employment of violent measures where such seem called for* 
Of Gulab Singh I have heard tales which I can hardly believe myself, and,, 
therefore, will not task my reader’s credence with : his information, like that of 
Jus brother, is considerable, and though not a very accurate geographer, nor 

f ^ith clear ideas as to the direction in Vhich his Lieutenant, Z'orawar Singh, went 
o push his conquests, he has a good estimate of the wealth and products of 
China, as well as of Eufope. In manner, Gulab Singh is highly mitd and affa- 
ble ; his features are good, nose aquiline, and expression pleasing, though ra- 
ther heavy : indefatigable in business, he sees after every tlnng himself; hard- 
ly able to sign hU name, he looks after hia own accounts, and often has the very 
gram for his horses weighed out before him. Since the death of Ranjit Singh,* 
the Rajah has been in bad odour with the darhdrf for bolding out against the 
present monarch, and with the army, from the numbers killed in his famous de- 
fence of the Saman-bfirjf in t\\& commencement of 1841, as well as from the 
summary punishment inflicted on the mutineers in Ivdshmir : both Gulkb Singh 
and his brother are, therefore, always surrounded by regiments of their owe i)o- 
gar dan, who serve them in fear and trembling, having their families in the Ra- 
jah’s hands, and knowing thata .y^deHlictlon from duty would entail torture on 
them. But Guldb Singh’s history would itself flil a volume; and, if the public 
give encouragement, some portions of it may appear. 
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CONTENTS* 

JBi/ means of a certain golden talisman, Bellasts has a peep at what is passing at 
MliJ-ke^kot — He at length enjoys what is commonly said to make amends for partingt 
i^mt iSf people who hwoe never parted say so. 


« But yet* though Bertram’s hardened look, 

Unmoved, could blood and danger brook, * 

Still uwse than apathy, had place 
On his swart brow and callous face ; 

ik 

For evil passions, cherished long, 

Had ploughed them with impressions strong* 

All that gives gloss to sin, — all gay 
Light folly, passed with yi.mth away, 

But rooted stood, in manhood’s hour. 

The weeds of vice, without the flower, 

And yet, the soil in which they grew, 

^ Had it been tamed when life was new, 

Had depth and vigour to bring forth, 

, The hardier fruits of virtuous worth.” 

Smit, 

“ Oh I how impatience gains upon the soul, 

When the long promised hour of bliss draws near t 
How slow the tardy minutes seem to roll ! 

. What sped es rise, of inconsistent fear ! 

To the fond, doubting heart, its hopes appear 
Too brightly fair, too sweet to realize : 

AH seem but day-dreams of delight, too dear; 

Strange hopes and fears in painful contest rise^ 

And the scarce trusted bliss seems but to cheat the eyes.” 

Fsyche* 

I mu8t,still keep the thread of my narrative at Rfij-ke-kot, 
where transactions so important to my happiness were going on, 
and where every movement of the body politie was laid open to 
the fakir's inspection, hy means of secret agents j while he and 
I, and the other satellites in attendance, accompanied the slow 
march of the Maharajah towards Amritsir. 



184 


PASSAGi5S IN fHE LIFE OF 


Before davra^ on tlie morniog after Bliyan Singh's return to 
his fortress, he was on horseback inspecting the works, commend- 
ing or blaming, as he deemed expedient, and noticing the slightest 
new feature in the buildings. He next proceeded to the iop-^hliana^ 
and was shewn round by Commandant Fyz All, an old one-eyed 
fellow, already mentioned by Ahmed, the lii joint 

command with him wi\s a dissipated looking European known by 
the name of John Brown ; the two appeared in very had fellow- 
ship, hut moved on together to exhibit the guns to their common 
master. The parade of the battalions followed, when fclie Bajah 
retired to his zcmknah for a few hours, and then took his seat in 
the Hall of Audience, whore he listened to the numerous arzis of 
his followers and subjects, issued ordex's on various matters, and 
then summoned to his presence Fyz AH and John Brown. They 
entered, the first with an air of independence, the second like a 
cringing slave. The freedom and the obsequiousness were, or ap- 
peared to be, equally Imnoticed by the B4jah, who bade them both 
be seated on the carpet, muttering to himself, I'm not Frenchman 
enough yet to keep my Commandants standing/' 

Fyz AH had ]>een a trooper in the Bengal N’ative Horse Artil- 
lery, and had accompanied a detachment of that corps to Egypt ; 
lie was a smart, intelligent soldier, and rose to the rank of H4vil- 

: he had served some fifteen years, had received several severe 
wounds, and had also distinguished himself by carrying dkpatches 
through the Mahritta cami> ' on two occasions, when the EngHsh 
were hemmed in by their enemies. For such service Fyz Ali 
looked for promotion, but was told it was not his lamher, and dai- 
ly he saw inferior old men, cowards and malingerers, raised to the 
post he considered his right : he was a man of family and educa- 
tion, and, being unfortunately a bit of a poet, he once got into a 
scrape by some doggrel rhymes on the imbecile Commander of his 
brigade, who, not being able to take up the matter officially, waited 
his time, and used various devices to bring Fyz AH within the 
power of the law, but he had too cautious a hand to deal with. In 
despair, therefore, of a better opening, his Commander had him 
brought to a Court Martial for being out df his place at mounted 
e:^rcise, the charge being magnified into repeated disobedience of 
orders,, in refusing to go into his place. The cliarge was trium- 
phantly refuted, an^ splendid testiinoarials were laid before the 
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eonrt ; a^uittal of course followed, but thenceforward Fyz Ali 
was a marked mail, a Court Martial bird,"' little indeed^ better 
than a jail one. For a time be tried to stem the torrent, and was 
nobly supported by bis immediate Commanding Officer ; but all 
would not do ; and, to sare bimself frojji disgrace and ruin, be de« 
serted. Banjit Singb jumped at sucb a man ; be was instantly 
made an Adjutant, on three rupees a day, and sb<itdy after a Com- 
mandant on fire ; be bad instructed a good portion of tbe Maha- 
rajah's Artillery men, and drew^many a recruit from the Company's 
.troops ; but, being a superior man, be was not satisfied vritb bis 
lot, and felt himself more than ever tied by tbe leg. Dbyan Singb 
bad long noticed Fyz Ali, and under tbe influence of that extraor- 
dinary partiality, which seemed like a spell over tbe mind of Ean- 
jit Singb, be bad obtained tbe Artillery man to serve Mpng fhe 
troops at Raj-ke-kot ; and there, by gratuities and by a display oif 
tbe little attentions with which be SO well knew bow to <b:aw to 
him sucb minds, be soon converted tbe mere mercenaiy into a 
warm partisan. 

John Brown was of a different stamp, Tbe sou of an honest 
labourer in England, be embarked for India a sober, steady lad, lik- 
ing a mng of home-brewed ale after Ms day's work, b^t hardly 
knowing tbe taste of spirits. When be took bis last look at Eng- 
land, it was with wet eyes, and a lump in bis throat, and be thought 
of tbe day be should return from Ingee" with money enough to 
buy a farm and settle in bis native place. On board ship, when 
the soldier's rations were served, be was obbged, like the rest, to 
drink bis two drams at tbe tub ; at firit be took it, as be Would 
inedicine, but in tbe nionotonouS confinement of a sMp life, be ve- 
ry soon learned to look forward to tbe stimnlus, and soon it be- 
came needful to Mm, so that be landed in Calcutta, thousands 
of tbe Company's recruits do yearly, with bar(% a 
the grog-shop. Perfectly illiterate, surrounded with profligacy, 
and without a friend to warn or protect liirn, he soon fell into ’the 
common routine at Dum-Dum, did as little duty as possible, and 
was drunk . as often as be could, got an occasional reprimand m 
extra drill, and paid off bis ill-bumour on tbe first “ black Mow'* 
that came in Ms reach. In this condition be came up the country ; 
when at Knmaul be was once flogged for being drunk on guard, 
and while be was planting frojca tbe pnmsbmeat, be fell m 

Y 
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with, the emissary of a deter scoundrel wh(^ had befoAfe deserted 
DhyM Singh^s service. Brown escaped from his regiment and 
d-ossed the Sxitlnj ; at first he was delighted at finding himself as 
ie fancied a rich and independent gentleinaii) considered as a 
Commander, and receiviag fiv^ rupees a day ; but he soon found 
iiimself a very slate, that lie was closely watched j that he must 
make up His mind to live and die at Baj-ke-kdst ; and, in the 
CTent of a siege and any suspicion falling on him, he Would be 
hleWii fifoih one of his own guns. His tempter was n6w dead, from 
'the "efects of dissipation ; and shch wretched fellowship as Brov^m 
had found with him, ivas ended ; he w^ nOW alone bn earth, en- 
couraged to sji&d Ms Jay in profligacy, that he might not save 
mbney, and mi^t #bwh m ti^nbr the remei^ country 

ahd cbmpanions he had for evbW Fyz Ali and he Weife 

associated in comiband, but the prbfifl and independent Mussaliri^ii 
despised the degraded and the Goland^z scouted the unclean 
feii^kafcL Jlbcustomed to nothing bdt contutn^, and mink in 
the mire of vice, too deeply to make any efibrt to recoWer himself, 
Brb'Wn becatne mote ^thoroughly debased than those around him, 
and Was only 'able mechanically to go through his military wq^k. 
i>hyin Singh saw and pitied his case, but not liking to turn him 
adrift, and knowing how far tlie very name of a European Com- 
keep up the credit of the Artillery man. 
Tliis cbiidiiift, however, only exasperated Fyz Ali, without bonefit- 
tiiig Brown; he was too far gone to ’respect himself, and there- 
fore it was' too late to make any one else respect him. It may 
'&em strange that the ESjah set any store by such a character, but 
perh^kps; looking on him as a savage animal, he thought that the 
frbhd^^^ ^and' so mhiA Holier m supported by a stout 

heart. In the Panjfej intbsScation is Common, and Bhyan Singh 
himself, though not a Sikh, frequently drank hard. But more 
■likely, he kept the European as a check on Fyz Ali, who, as the 
^pdek . bjb bf Ms Chief saw, had in him inflammable and danger- 

I haVre dW'elt at sbMe length bn th#e for they are 

Mr ehough hJedmCnshf gbm the Gompanyi ranks, 

who are to be fbimd inlhe^^ and who leaving a cer- 

cbnqiretehby &r What^ *Aey bonsider an Eldorado, generally 
Mvb whem^^ fefe, that in brery paftichfe they^fe^ been 
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tla;eive4 an4 that in. security and qomfort ttey sacrifice, and, in 
eyentual prospects, they forqgo, far more tlian they gain in tempo- 
raiy increase, of rank and 

The two Commandants each wore what might Itnre been ^ 
cast-off Horse. Artillery jacket, tight breeches of Amritsir chintz 
^ XQ^hamarhand^ and a yellow twisted hpjd^ontallj and 

theii transTersely orer the head, forming a low, rakisIi-looMng^tur^ 
ban. Thus attiredj and with bare feet, the Christian and Moslem- 
sat on the groimd^ before their Hindu master, who addressing 
them kindly, recommended unanimity, if not friendship, and then 
asked them about Ahmed's plans for the. fortifications- Brown, 
half-hesotted, had just sense enough to answer that he knew no- 
tiling about the matter, to which Fyz AJi assented, with a . yeiy 
significant grunt, and added, He's a sm^'t fellow, Ahmed Mis- 
tri, but then, KAjahji, he wants looking aftey : he is willing and 
intelligent, but he has no and when he has caught hold of a 
simple notion, he runs crazy upon it," 

So it seems to me, jyz AH, and it was for that reason I 
ipent for you, to ask y^on to take charge of the works ; your pay 
shall be 'doubled, and when all is finished you shall haye a hand- 
some hkilai*’ . ’ 

The B^jah is kmd, but only on one condition will I take 
Such charge," 

Name it." 

‘ Free permission to do as I like, to pull down and hidld xtp, 

at will” ■ ' , ' ' 

^^ Ber^ptory enough, Fjz Ah, but I agree, you undersiand 
the teihess and can ha trusted," 

The old feli^w was delighted, and proceeded, to explain Hs 
plans, which #ei?e much what Ahmed had led before the Bajab, 
and continued, But we hare not menfiipned my l6td | 
flieremust he one at least mmtd every tow-'er to prevent entraiice 
by the low embrazures ; thes^ etches sM be from thirty to sixty 
feet deep, when we come to water, we will put in alligators and 
water snakes ; and in the dry ones well put tigers and all sorts of 
wild ammals; and we can call the towers after the mamier of 
each. There is much in a name, BA-jaliji, and men would think 
tjie , or the a more formidable, 

pljiqe than the Saman’^hw^. 
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Bas, bas, Fyz Ali, you shall liare your omi way, only don't 
you run crazy too if you make me sucli a fortress as I like*, you 
sliaE liare your hhila% and all other parwasti I can hestow — and 
if you fail 

Then blow me off from one of my own guns*'-— 

Yery well — ^now you may go, and send Chaixdu Miiiislii 
to me/' 

The man of pen and iftk soon made his appearance ; his master 
called Irim to sit near, and motioned all the other attendants to a 
xespe.etfui distance ; they accordingly formed a circle, out of ear- 
shot of the confidential conversation that followed in a low tone. 

After a momentary silence that expressed a hesitation on the 
part of the Rajah to unbosom himself, and a deference on that of 
the servant to intrude unhidden on his master's thoughts, the form- 
ej* abruptly commenced ; yes, they must go, Ghaadu ; the wo- 
men shall have their liberty, but I must appear to take no part in 
the transaction ; the charge shall then he yours to effect their, es- 
cape, and to do so in s,uch manner that they suffer no injury, and 
that they bo not intercepted before an asylum is gained ; you well 
imderstand me Chandu, I must not quarrel with my fiery brother, 
and though I hate the minion Bellasis, it may be well not to place 
an unfathomable gulf between us, he's bold and wise, and what's 
more ^traordinary still, he appears to he honest ; ficiendship tliere- 
fcne with such a man is prefe:^h]B 

“ On the head of thy servant he my master's orders,” replied 
the secretary, the slave feels assured that he can, without diffi- 
culty, execute the commission entrusted to him, aijd ho pledges his 
head to do so/' 

Good, my fidend, let not to-morrow's sunrise on their pre- 
sence in my dominions; hut as for the scoundrel you said 
brought them here, how ? Did the. villain, brother of the wi-etch 
Hand Singh, dare to defile my premises, and again venture to mix 
up my name with his atrocities ? Deshe that he he fettered and 
cast into the darkest of my dungeons, and there fed with the scan- 
tiest portion of bread that will sustffin life ; I'U teach the miscreant 
to make me partner in his viUainies/* 

■ \ “ The order is given; llajahji, but for one moment would your 
^ HigWss condescend to see Bhup Singh ? he may, as he ^yi^, 
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snake itJisclosures, whicK his stubborn spirit aiiter purushtueut will 
for ever refuse/’ 

“ Stubborn, indeed ! there are means to bend less flexible wills 
than Ills/’ and the Rajah’s lip curled with an expression not to 
be misunderstood ; however, shew him to the presence,” he 
added, We’lbhear what he has to urge, I would not punisli, 
even such a dog, iinheard/’ 

Chanda waived his hand to an attendant, and whispered in the 
ear of one, who retired and quickly returned, bringing with him a 
Sikh of about thirty years of age, whose cool and cruel eye was the 
only marked feature in his person ; but which at once told him to 
he Nand Singh’s brother, the man who attempted to shoot me on 
the morning of the other’s execution, the murderer of Cliaixd 
Khan, and the ravisher of Mahtab Ko\vr. The fellow perceived 
by his reception that all was not light ; undaunted, however, he 
accosted the R*^jah as an equal mote than superior ; more as 
the one who, though*above him in office, was, as a inong'rel, or even 
asil Mjput, mueh below a real Sikh. 

“ Prosperity attend the great Rajah, the pride of Lahaur, 
the prop of the Panjab,” was his approaching address, but a 
sharp, brief reproof silenced him, when Ohundoo, by the Ba- 
jah’s order, desired him to say, if indeed he had murdered 
Ghand Khan, and by whose orders he had brought the ladies 
,of Kangra to Iiaj-ke~Kot, and what were his iiiteiitioiis and 
expectations in so doing. IJrief as were tlie questions, the 
fierce culprit could hardly restrain himself to listen to them 
when stamping energetically, he exclaimed, “ was I the mur- 
derer ? and why did I carry off the young girl and the old hag ? 

I killed him to please you, Rajahji, and 1 brought the lass here 
for the same reason, and scurvily have I be^ treated for my p^us, 
not yet paid for die first job,,, and uow^ wfen she is in your hands, 
you attempt to fix a quarrel on me as recompence for the second, 
but I have fiiends, Rajahji, and by the blood of the martyre^ Go- 
vind, III have the wench or a thousand ducats for my trouble 1 for 
Ohand Khan, whose death you call murder, the job was too grate- 
ful a one to require heavy paymeut ; a humlred N uni Bhdhies will 
therefore satisfy me, but in future I must be paid down and be 
treated with mor-^s coimde^^tioiUj for, by the ashes of my murdered 
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brother, I like not this questionhig, aa^ this parading of the. pii- 
soner before your assembled Dogras 'v«rha’ are. hardly' -without hear- 
ing of such unseemly talk/' The Rajah had just patience to hear 
him out, and then ordered the fellow from his presence int^ th«t 
dungeon already allotted as his abode. 

“ He^s a dangerous villain, that Bhup. Singh/[ remp-rfeed the 
Rajah to his secretary, he must never again see the daylight ; 
he IS both blood-thirsty and incautious, Iiis impetuosity in shooting 
Bellasis on his public parade should have cost him his life and 
fi-oni what you havu said, though there was address and courage 
displayed in getting rid of Chand Khan, there was more, of fool- 
hardiness than either ; and this abstraction of the girl and her mo- 
ther has been done in bad style^^ and has been bruited about the 
country to. my no small annoyance. I want no such awkw;ai*d assist- 
ants, give heed therefore to my instructions ; and more, mak^ 
kmown to Sukhun Lai that in employing Bhup Singly 
much exceeded his orders, and tliat he deserves, for so doing, to 
lose his eats, and may yet, if he amend not his ways, reap the 
ward of his late ill-ajTangements in dismissal, if not worse requital; 
tell him to remember that I hold his sons as hostages, and that, a.t 
the least notice of tripping, their fate is sealed/' My master^s 
orders are laws to his servant/' replied Chundoo,. 

After some moments of silence and apparently of deep thought, 
he resumed, I don't like tl^ese never ceasing hostilities that Zo- 
TSwur Singh IS carrying on ; on all sides they are beset with diffi- 
culties; already we have more teirritory than we can calculate or 
cover ; additions only bring us into neighbourhood with wilder 
and fiereer tribes who may not only repel ns, but turn back the 
tide of cCnq-hest ; already but a thin partition separates us from the 
immense Chinese empire ; and another, even less defined, us 
from the farangis who look on our hill movements witih as much 
jealousy as does the Diirhar; several Europeans have already 
been prying about the hounds of Ladak, and Kashmir has now 
become a place of resort to them ; — ^we must draw in our horuff, 
Chundoo, or we shall have the fm*(mgu fingering our possessions/' 
True my lord ; would that your Highness could so con- 
tlnce the Rajah GolAb Singh/' ^ 

Yk indeed my friend, my brother is obstinate ; he ^ 'see 
but one object, and that is^ a universal hill dominion ; he has mm 
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m little of the aiid talks so little with any hut his rode 

s^oldiery, that he cannot picture to himself any efPectual opposition 
to his desires, or any impediment that the stroke of a talwar can- 
mot remove/* 

The Rajah is a great prince, valiant and wise ; hut he has 
not the sagacity of my master, who saving his presence, is not as 
Ore the Chiefs of the hill or the plain ; hut is rather as are the 
Europeans, a diver into futurity ,* a wise and prudent calculator 
<oi ev^mts/* 

Tush Ohuhdoo, I need not your flattery ; keep it for other 
^ars." Slightly disturbed, the Secretary sunk hack for a mo- 
ment iiito silence, and then rejoined : If my master were to send 
the Rajah Bucltet Singh to co-operate with Zorawar Singh, matters 
might he retarded ; the young Rajah is flery, and would not hrook 
second place, while the old Vazir would not * tamely yield the 
precedence ; ^nd between the coitflicting pretensions, your High- 
nesses desires vv^buld he effected, And farther conq^uests. at least re- 
tai'ded, if not pretbnfed/* 

lA. <^it^ idia Chundoo, you deserve reward, “and shall have 
'a khUat for so bright an expedient ; but my time is short, to-mor- 
row t must be on my way to Rupar, and the day is already on the 
wane ; so see to the ladie^ and report to me when you have them 
iairiy under weigh/* 

. The purport of the above was pretty faithfully reported to me ; 
and, what was more to the point, I received within a few days an 
tanojiymotfcg letter, intimaring that, if I proceeded to Amritsir, 1 
should, in a house specified, find the object of my desires ; the 
letter went on to say that, as doubts might arise in my mind, and 
T might fear to trust myself at Amritsir on the bidding of an un- 
signed Mut) Sodhi Kartar Siugli, a holy man in attendance on the 
Matorajah, was in hill possession of the circumstances both of my 
case aud of that of the writer, and would guarantee my safety and 
the fulfilment of the o^mt of my journey. With the document 
in my hand I flew to the old and q^uestioned him as to the 
Sodhi : He*s a holy man, my friend, but what occasion has a 

Christian to deal with a Sikli priest ?** VW iny 

xeply, and I thunist the letter into his hand; he perused it camly, 
word by woi^, a;a<i 4^n ag^ ^amin 
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•eye appeared to pierce it through, and through ; while he uttered 
half uIoikIj the document is a true, though a strange enough one ; 
the Soclhi is a good man, and would not fix Ms name in treache- . 
ry ; nor would any mean villain dare to attach Knrtar SingMs 
name to scheme of ill ; I'll accompany you, iny friend, to the So- 
dhi s (Jerak^ and hear what he has to say, and if he guarantees 
your safety, it only remains to gain the Maharajah’s permission, 
and to speed yon on your way/' 

Thefaqir called for his elephant, and I mounting my good steed 
’ Chanda, wt moved to the dwelUng of the Sodhi, whom, though 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the court, I had not yet seen, 
the firct being that, though in high repute and favour, the priest 
was really too respectable a man to enjoy the society of' such as 
met in the pavilion of Eanjlt* :i ; , 

As we approached the royal pxirlieiJS, we perceived a venerable 
Sikh seated on the ground, under a small of a 

stiU smaller &ye ekdaks were sitting respectfuEy before 

hitn, ns the old man read from a large volume, on. which he was so 
intent that he did not perceive the approach of i5ur train ; the fagir 
.beckoned to me not to distnrh the/ r^d^Mg, so we waited for a 
minute or more, until the sodM^ looking up, perceived us and our 
attendants crowding around : courteously he arose, and shutting Ms 
holy book,, bade us be seated on the carpet by Ms side, and re- 
(piested lluit we would state tlie object of our visit, " 

Fa-fjir ..Azizudin drew the letter from his waist, when the sod/ii^ 
taking a fac simile from a side pbcker, placid it in my hands: 

The Sdhih reads Persian, and vrill perceive that tine poor sodhi is 
in frill possession of his secret, the finne of CoMnel Beilasis has reach- 
ed even my retreat, ask if I, a poof descendant of Gomndj% can 
ftirther the SahiV^ de^ros, I shaHb#^ happy; all is pre- 
pared, the Maharajah's consent has been obtained for the Cbionei 
^dhih to precede the camp ; horses and escort are alreAfdy at every 
stago, a3i4 two more suns may see my friend at Amritrit^/' I resolved 
to iMt at watch of the nighty and talAg^from him some 

brief directions regarding my safety, and roebi^g an amulet with 
Ms name engfayed on:it wMch, in ^case ol rioed, I was to shew, I 
. p^pared to depart, as I wished/to niy feSpects to the Mnhara-^ 
make soifio^ la^ngem^nt : , but the sodM stopped 
iio opuld iiAarSEetein whoso e 3 peGi^^<ai#ge I wa^ 
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to proceed ; Koony SingK was a sodhi too, and reaving me 
in cliarge from iiis patron and kinsman, as lie would a bale 
of KMimir shawls, promised to carry me safely to Amritsir, 
and thence to attend to my desires; my protector was a funny fel- 
low, of whom I may speak more anon : hut now, warmly thank- 
ing my new friends, and hardly remembering the fagir*^ presence 
I was hurrying away. Not so fct Sdhih"* uttered -^zizudin, half 
annoyed at my thus throwing him overboard ; you have not yet 
done with me, and may need my good offices with the Maharajah, 
so ; why discard me so hastily?” Clumsily enough I excused my 
rudeness, and the faqir smiled, and observed that it was excusable 
in one who was love-smitten. We hastened to the presence, and 
there I had to endure one coarse speech ; hut, not admitting of 
another, I interrupted his Highness, and told him that, though we 
did not veil or lock up our female relatives, we ;held Ml thoughts 
regarding them as pure as could Sildi, IQindoo, or Moslem ; the 
Monarch took the rebuff in good pas^ and asked if he could more 
directly further my wishes, that already a parwdnah had been 
issued to forward me at the royal expence, and a zipqfdt of 
three thousand ducats to await my arrival at Amntsir. I th^h:*" 
ed bi^ for Ms^’ kindness, and said I would ask one other fevor, that 
he would write to Captain Wade to assist any clergyman, who 
might be at Ludi^a, to com^ dawk to Amritsir, to marry me 
there to Mdhtah Kowr; Ranjit Singh was amused at the idea, 
but good naturedly consented, and forthwith ordered a hJiarBetctJt, 
to be prepared, asking that a Fadri might be de^atched Ivith all 
ha^te, und that he would find a pa!aa<|mn da^ffc and escort laid 
for hiin from Rilor gh§ft to Amri^. 

I wrote to the same effect to Captain Wade and enclosed a 
letter that was to "be delivered to any Minister of the Protestant 
faith that might he at Ludiana ; excusing rnyself for ffie sudd^ 
and urgent call, and entreating that he would, with, the least possi- 
ble delay, join me at Amritsir. 

Having myself seen these letters and the Maharajah's muras- 
lah despatched, I returned to my quarters, and put my affairs in 
such train that, should any accident befal me, my little property 
should fall into the hands of those for whom it was intended ; in 
such employment I spent some hours, and then had a farewell in- 
terview with some of my Kangra officials who now, with real grief, 

z 
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jgawnty prepai-ations for departure, not peiiaps from any personal afc 
fection for me, tut at losing ofne wto had protected and fostered 
iidiem, aud under whose care their bxismess had thriren ; the rumour 
tof my departure had little time to spread, tut there were neverthe- 
less many of the traders and other inhabitants of Kdngra who had 
accompanied the camp, assembled at iny tent that n%ht ; and some 
ibf the protestations and prayers in mj behalf came, I do believe, 
Irdnl the heart ; arid well they mi^t, for, saving the legal rights of 
/Gbremment^ (one-fbird rif the crop) nothing had, during my 
Wn riafcen feom ^drihivator, who, for once at least 
in the iishim terntoiy, wh^re ite had sown, and bad 

been able to cabrilate on the firuits of his oi^jWd. To, -keep the 
Tuhsildars and fr(mthe is^rnnindan ^d to save 

him from all ddmicilikly wts^had been my great object ; I there- 
fore purposely omitted to riohect thn rents by the usual system of 
tme rate on this produce, another on that so much on »the cow, 
istefihliri, % Calf, arid so much for ouch. (a capitetion te be- 

feg M the Firi|fb as elsewhere one most* ruinous to the interims 
hoth of doveritoeiri and I had made my calculations, 

tind, perceiving that the impost for which I was responsible could 
%a^ily he realized by taking one-lhird on dl fields, whether of grain 
rit other crops, I eariy proiiaised that such should be my limit, and 
IteVatllheriptibri of the cultivator, the div^ should be made 
•' AW' - part' "liE^^Sovmnirient)^ . nrie ■ 'firom 

ihe zemindars, they two, chosing Ae third assessor ; the own- 
er of each field wns also at liberty to choose betw'ecn a ikun-* 
%(ktt m division ; that is, whether (jf'OvCmment should take a 
third rif the grain when cleared^ dr a AM of the ^standing crop ; 
the i^rstcm answered so Weil Aat' I seldom or never had complaints, 
and Ae cultivation of Kfiingra doubled under my admimsteliori* 
gentle reader, tins digressirinj but it is needful to shew 
wrhy had how Aere could he so strange a fact a^ »d r^et on 
parting, between the Governor and the governed* c 
My feiit was hardly cleared by Mdiught> ''Ad 
cries and prayers of my subjects iirin rinjg^lA in my ears, I AreW 
myself on my charpdiy but it wns riot to sleep ; and wheuj, feA- 
ful to the moment, my peMhidmdt came to tell me thit Ae 
yhari had told the expiration csf the Aird watch, I arose unre- 
. freshed, and with a feverish throbbing at my temples that -told the 
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disturbed and anxious statd of my mind^ but, wasting no timo, 
and hastily performing my ablutions and forcing a chap$ti and cup. 
of eau sucree” down my tbroat, I pushed my way through the 
crowd that still beset my door- way, threw myself on my horse, and 
at a quick canter set fpr& on my pilgiimage of love. 

For some miles, without change of woi^, I rode ; the mowing 
air was chiUy, and as the col4' came dowu 6?Qm the ^1^^ 
I was glad to draw my labada closely wuud me, and by keeping 
my good horse in rapid motion to cause my stagnating blood ta flow ; 
the morning was one of those beautifully clear ones that after the 
breaking up of the periodical rains often ushers in the cold wea- 
ther ; the moon was young, and had therefore set, but the h^ay^ 
sparkled with a thousand lamps, each brighter than the.o^epc^ j^d 
that quite sufflciently lighted my way ; looking ^und^ XperceiT- 
ed that I had eight companions, two of the khas gJmrdkurm^ tlxe 
Sodhi Koony Singh, apd a companion of his ow'n ; and tlien the^e 
•were mj 2 ^^k]chidmui and.,,;feee:. 0 $my hpuseho all good men 
and true, bearing my ^ bow in the field, or prepar- 

ing my i rude food^ or mattrasa ip the camp ; the eighth was a 
mounted guide, a most necessary person ip the fpr ar^n 

-with oP% W0 were often at a loss, 

have, in all innocence, ridden I chose to tahe 

them ; indeed more than once I did amuse myself by going qipte 
right about, just. to see if I should be followed, and true enough, all 
hands, guide mid all, pelted after me as if in full, view of Anuit- 
rir ; and it was very often that I had.to tpLl our leader ilhat AnPit- 
jsir lay nearly soaih-west, whereas, we were going iii any direction 
but tliatj by day-ligLt, however, with the regular relays at seven 
jeos interv'als, jirranged by my mysterious correspondent, we had 
made good some miles, and considerably before middpy had 
repelled Dinanagger, a hxrge cantonment and town on a braneh 
of th^ ^Eavi, and a farourite pliice of resort of the 3Jaliarajah's 
during the hon months. Wc. had now ridden eighty miles, and 
though J, accustomed to excursions and mpid movements, 

and naw .prpyi^cd with relays of horses, did not at all feel fatigued, 
but was urgent to reach Amritsir, my followers having no such 
hiducements |»s I had, felt both hungry and tired ; we, therrfore, 
oalled an halt for ^ hom> and I awaited , their will, 

apdj seated on a charpai; gazedinteutly towards Anpitsir, or 
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beating my boots with my riding whip, I counted tlie minutes that 
I was detained) and sbortly after midday was, to my deliglit, again 
in my saddle. 

Our direction bad, during the morning, been under the low 
range of the .KAngrA and Nurpur hills, and parallel to the course 
of the rirer Byds, before it emerges from the last break in the range 
that runs past Bupar, hy . Nandpu% Makhowul, towards Km^ur ; 
hitherto the river was a rapid and noi^ ton’ent, rolling over bau|- 
ders of ah 4zes ^ but as I i^t its riack and stretched westward 
©inanagger? tbe Streain had lost its mountain 

chmcacter, and was assuming the usual placed a^ect of the Pdnjdb 
rivers ; not that in any part, until it joins.the Sutluj, d:nes it accj^uire 
the muddy hue Of the riyer, which it flows into with a compara- 
tively deep and blue current. 

At ©inanaggar I scarce glanced at the^ ^dvi, and immediately 
^vingi it a wide berth on my right, we dashed aic^g the A^itsir 
‘ road keeping the Hussalee canal on our left ; the country seemed 
to me as I rapidly rode along, to have improved in cultivation 
since I last passed, and nidi a strong recollection of localities, I 
called to mind as I hurried hy, the occuiTences of mj upward, 
march to Kdngra ; the insidious attentions of I^and Suigli and 
the everj-day traits of Sikh character that then, as new, so much 

) ^ utind ^ some recbgtuz- 

meet at Amritsir, and though my mind was much relieved as to her 
'^ell-heing, there was still a remnant of fear and doubt remaining. 

The evctiitig shadows were lengthening as I approached But- 
tala, the abode of the Kowr Shere Singh, where, with a prudent 
reserve, the Prince kept himself aloof from the complicated poHtics 
of the day; and where, with a more questionable p^idy, he spdnt 
liid^days in, sporting and his nights in debauchery had hut once 
/’ seem and had then been treated courtebu^ty; I therefore 
thought it not right to pass liis door ivithout the fonnality of a visit, 
mid when near at hand, sent a message that though in a hurry, and on 
- important husbess, I would if pennitted, pay my rospoicts, and for 
,onc moment attend on the Maharajah's- son; a giucious ihessage 
was returned by a Mutamad of the Kowt’s, ivhom I badjAtO turn 
about, and shew me to bis master's ball. " ^ 
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Booted and spurred, I rode uj> to an open payilion wlxere, in 
luxurious guise, tlie Prince was enjojing the afternoon's air ; he re- 
ceived me with much favor, expressed himself an admirer of Eu- 
ropeans, and declared his especial regard for the character I had 
earned at Kdngra ; he asked the purport of my long and rapid 
journey, at such a juncture, when my presence was so ranch re- 
quired ? I told him plainly, why I was going, and said that I 
should stilt he in time for the iltipar conference. 

The Prince was much amused ; he however made more civi- 
lized remarks than did his reputed father; and calling to the Com- 
mandant of his Body Guard, he desired that a Squadron of twenty 
picked men should accompany me, and a like number immediatMy 
proceed half way to Amritsir and there await my coming, and 
escort me into the city. ^ 

1 thanked the Kowr, hut declined the escott, And told him 
that it would only detain me, that 1 vvniiiaost hnxious to proceed, 
and had aheady ample guard in’ the Gurcharas^ the Sodhi and my 
own people. " 

'v*; . i{f -v . ■ '*■> '■ <• - 

‘‘ All Sa/nh^ you look too much to the word of a Sodhi ; be- 
lieve .paethe^ are not to he trusted ; and I have lived to see the 

of hpih %idi rely on it that a few- 

good talwars are better guard fhan tlio pass of the high priest Bifc- 
ramajit himself : besides, there are many Akalis about Butala, and 
more about Amritsir, gathering like foul birds for the approaching 
pusserah, and you know they care not for the Maharajah himself, 
much lesi^ for Baba, Bhae or Sodhi SMtb/* 

At another time I should have disregarded the friendly advice, 
hut now' I had an object in view that enjoined all necessary cau- 
lioTi ; f therefore accepted the kindly aid, and partaking of a slight 
refreshment, I again, after repeating my tlianks, threw mysei* on 
the horse prepared for me, and thremgh crowds of goring Sikh 
soldiers (more than one of whose wild eye and blue attire told me, 
)stH did bi^ coarse language, that lie was an Akali) I jiassed along 
at sucii pace that I was in an instant beyond reacdi of insult or 
injury. 

My train now mustered twenty-eight souls, our speed, there^ 
fore, soon slackened, for I saw tha# if I continued my present 
pace, I had good chance of riding alone into Amritsir. 
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One watcli of the night had passed, and I had now, with the 
exception of about two hours' halt between Dinnanagar and Buta- , 
la, been eighteen hours in the saddle, and ridden orer one hundred 
and fifty miles of cbiintry, when the walls of Gobindgurh, with the^ 
young moon glancing from behind it, suddenly opened on my ^iew. 
Amritsir and Gobindgurh have often been described ; I‘ wEl, 
therefore, leave the holy tank and the religious capital of the Sikhs, 
to the readers imagination, as I will the supposed countless hoards 
of money there amassed ; besides, I had little thought at the time 
for owa, and little ability or desire to medi^, 

tate on aught but the lost and recovered flower of Kangra. 

NOTES. 

(a) Promotion, in the Indo-B.ritisli aur^y a (few ago, went alraofet .en- 
tirely by so oiority : some improyement has recently ;bee;a inad^ hut neverthe-^ 
less Pyst All’s story is not all fiction, nor is it long since a gaUant .oflxa^, liyed, 
iifeKo iWight hfiSsibly have recognized. the tale as fact, , , , . 

. (b) Here again T. gladly bear testimony to an improved state of thing!?, tbo’ 

enough of e^iril remaina to call for farther interference. It is Maria Edgeworth 
I think, who says, physicians are abundantly diffuse and exact when describ- 
ing symptoms, bat surprisingly brief when they come to treat of remedies,^* 1 
would not be one of these Doctors, nor would I dwell needlessly on defects in- 
herent to the world we live in ; but it is laziness and not contentment to put up 
with evils which may be remedied. No man could have seen a detachment of 
recruits march through Calcutta ten or fifteen years ago, without earnestly de- 
precating the plan adopted with newly landed European sohliera, in every thing 
connected with their comfort and murala. Her Majesty's ofilcers are becoming 
more rational, but I liave seen a newly-iu-rived regiment undergoing a full-dress 
parade in Fort William, in April and May. The vice and mortality, arising 
from injudicious arrangements, are frightful, and pretty nearly equal in the 
three Ereddendes. Considerations of finance as well as of humanity might 
open the eyes of those in authority is0 the advantage of locating their Eurupeau 
troops in the hill stations, with shell ladiiiies. for communication as might en- 
able the men to be brought down speedily on any emergency. The rivers pi-esent 
the readiest highway from the mountains; and a few small, powerful steam 
tugs, with well constructed flats, would supersede the necessity for three-fourths 
of fhe ,pl^n stations for European troops. Tiie first outlay would be considera- 
ble, but in ten years the expence would be covered by the saving of life ; and 
wlio can estimate the advantage to the minds of the men ? or the additional 
honor to the European character, if rescued from the stain of intoxication and 
its attendant vices ? As to service, surely a regiment fresh from the hills woup, 
be worth two that had been demoralized and parboiled in the plains, 

; A KhUlat is a dress- of hon^ ; ^arwasil is the favoritism that knaves ask 
an4 fools bestow, or that fools ask ' and knaves bestow, whichever thei reader 
pleASBB* Folly and knavery there must be in an office where 
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(d) The Sodhis, elaiming descent from the founder of the Sihli religion, are 
generally treated with respect, and, in tlie FSnjab as merchants and traders, 
Are exempted from half tolls, a privilege of which they frequently take advan- 
tage, by officiating as carriers for others, and receiving the diffeienee,’^ as the 
horse guards say. T/iis is a case of parwasti^ illustrating the preceding note. 

(e) Philor is the ferry, opposite to the military station of Ludiitna ; there 
fs a brick fort, formed from one of the old royal Serais looking with its mi- 
jiars like a congregation o!' chimneys. Kanjit set much store by the placre, 
though even in its triple wall, and scarped ditch it is of little strength, and gOod 
only against a coup de njain. The fort does not command the ferry; it belongs 
1 believe to the Aluwala Chief j though a Royal Post is maintained at it, the 
fort and ghfit is how under the orders of Lena Singh Majetia. 

(/) Native officials always claim free quarters, and their highest enjoyment 
is to be out in the district living on the fat of the land. Teksilddr is the native 
Collector, ten or twelve of whom are in each of the Company’s districts, subor- 
dinate to the European officer ; they are novr generally well paid, receiving from 
^200 to ifiSOO per annum, as salary, but their actual incomes are often treble 
that sura. If honest, they are content with a nazzar at the two great festivals 
of thc'^ear,' whicli doubles their salary. ilr au executive 

officer, the lowest class of all ; he executes decides, and seldom is paid more 
than seven or eight shillings a month from Government; the proportion of his 
salary and actual income being abty^ ttiA siiUae' as ^sted between the salary 
and emoluments of all bffidAlS tn tSfe of Lord Clive, when a Collector re- 
ceived a hund^red pdiinds Or so per annum, salary, aud realized a large fortune 
in ten or twenty years,* 
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<* Think’st thou ray heart its loved one hath not found ? 

Tea i .we are one, oh ! trust me we have raet I 
Where nought again may part what love hath bound, 

Where falls no tear, and whispers no regret.” 

. Schiller* 

; , . rf* I eaw the Eajah armed for war, 

. I s^w bis, chieftains gathering round; • 

1 saw his banner like a star, 

I heard bis trurapeta stormy soiuad, 

On rushed they, like ^e rushing sea ! 

I took my lute, and sang to thee J” 

Croly^ 

If tka deader lias .^ver hem, % long years, separated from tKe 
of Ms low ; or if even ifce absmoe of a monutjL or week kas 
broagkt to his heart nights of weariness, and days of desolation, he 
can understand my feelings when, rescued from such a tissue of 
dangers, I clasped my bride to nty heart, and heard in her own 
•^eet words;, the touching narration of her perils, and of the pro- 
cess, to her cjuite incompfehcnsihle, by which she was released. 
To the reader of these pages, who has been in such a position, the 
filling up of the blank in this part of my story will be no difficult 
tnsk ; and to all the rest of the world, any thing I might write 
’feuMl geem mawkish, so I will even let them settle the matter in 
their own minds as they may think most proper ; and will pass on 
from matters of sentiment to dekulg 

Having recovered my treasure, I resolved that there iffiou|S 
nought but death part hex and me.” : BCahtah had long seen the 
^ safcifedity, and; worse than absurdity, of the religion she had h®en 
and wag prepared by her natural rectitude and pWty, to" 


AN AOTENTailEH IN THE JPANJAB, 


201 


embrace a better ^tb as soon as it should be presented to ber. I 
felt my own incompetence to be ber instructor, and never was so 
conscious of tbe discrepancies between my own belief and p|4ctiee 
as when I sought to lay before ber tbe principles of CbristiaartyJ 
Tbe research that we together made into tbe elements of Cbristiait* * 
truth, was not, I hope, without use to me, and ended in my bride / 
becoming in heart and soul a conyert. Her mother offered bo op^ 
position to the change — all that M^htab did was right in her pa- 
renfs eye, and sickness and sorrow had so impaired her natural 
eneigies that she was little more than a passive witness of events* 

When the clergyman, whose services I had requested, arrived 
at Amritsir, the Rini offered no opposition to our wishes ; and I 
was united to M^tab Kowr, by Christian rites, in the presence of 
God and man. ' , 

The old lady did but live to see her child ehfrusted to a faith- 
ful guardian ; in a few days she expired, and now indeed Mahtab 
was all my own ; we had neithfer bf hs^^ny other creature on earth 
to claim our affections ; and ho% they Were centred on each other, 

I will not attempt to describe. 

The crowning of my good fortune I considered to bfe, that the 
Maharajah permitted my proceeding to Rupar by water, instead of 
marching with his camp, escaping thereby the bustle of the royal 
cortbge, and substituting for it the quiet and privacy of a river trip. 

Having had two boats fitted up at the nearest we em-, 

barked qu the Byais, and dropped down the stream until at Hur- 
reo-k^ntoftjoins . ' • 

; r Ranjih JiAVehad few describes from tbe days 

cff BiSandafcv^^t^^^ to those of Sikaudar Bunies, but about the 
time my narrative eojamences, attentiou had been excited toiyards , 
them and their icapabijifie.s ; during tliis very year Captain Burnes 
had navigated from the ocean to Lahilur, iiscending the lUvi the most 
windng, intricate anddballow of the five rivers ; Captain Wade had 
made an excursion down tire Sutlnj, and I was perhaps the first 
of European blood that had embarked on the Byas> whose bri^t. 
tore Watea^ seemed unwilling to mingle -with the Sotluj's ip^uddy ‘ 
stream. 

. -^gjjThe boats of the Sutlnj and By4s are very primitive structures, 
in resembling what I remember in civilized life, ns a snufi^ 
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fei'S-tray, and in workmansHp, tlie clumsiest tliat can be imagined- 
These great fiat-bottomed vessels are chiefly used as ferries, and 
for longer trips there are the Indus boats, of somewhat better buiid^ 
but still awkward and clumsy. These unpromising looking craft, 
however, navigate safely to the very mouth of the river, and are 
far more comfor table habitations than many a better looking build. 
We had embarked in one of the latter, fitted np with.a large oahin, 
formed of sirki^ a fine and polished reed that abounds on the river 
banks. The stems are laid pai’allel to each other, and threads pass- 
ed thtough them, at intervals of about a foot, and thus a mat is 
formed which is used for innumerable pm’poses ; it is light and 
strong, and keeps out both sun and raim 

The mode of worMng Indus boats is as little ship-shape as 
. their build, 'yet it, too, answers all the pm'poses required. One 
huge sail, with bamboos tied together for yards, is hoisted on a 
rough and far from perpendicular mast, when thb breeze is favor- 
able- But the main dependence for progress in descending is the 
force of the current, and, in ascending, the long rope by which the 
vessel is tracked. The mullahs are Musalmans, here a hard-work- 
ing and light-hearted race ; many of them very fine-looking men ; 
absolutely amphibious in their habits, they are to be seen tlnough 
heat and cold, diving, swimming, wading, dragging ; and ever and 
anon a huge pair of bare legs, Mpping mth moisture, are thrust 
id at/ the cabin mndow, as the mullah enters to caulk a leaky seam 
in the boat. One man was all day busy at the mill, grinding the 
wheat for the evening’s meal of the whole party, and the ceaseless 
noise was very disagreeable ^ I was always obliged to recollect that 
tte* of doing without food might be greater to them, 

thairn that of hearing the noise was to me, and thus to check the 
order to stop the mill that was constantly rising to my lips. 

^ Our voyage was monoton ous, and had we not been together^ 
wrould have been dull. The hanks are generally low and sandy, 
and the, principal features of the river are never ending sand hanks. 

its quitting 1he h^ outlet, the Indus, in all its 

branches, flows through a plain that appears to have no inclination 
beyond whaf it may derive from: the .figure of the earth : hut t]te 
lorce of the current proves that, there is a vast, though gradnni, 
^cent throughout its career. Nq river, I suppose in the 

in its course as the Sutluj, and its ^Yauderiugs cause 
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siiany a bitter feud* iL single season often clianges tbe bed of tlie 
riyer several miles ; and crops, that are sown in tlie tenitory on 
one side of the stream, may ripen in the dominions on the oppo- 
site; seeming as if the very elements partook of man’s instability^ 
in this troubled region. As we tmeked along the Sutluj, seeing 
very often nothing hut a tract of sand, on either side, between us 
and the horizon, it seemed as if the grey waters beneath, and the 
grey sky above, were hut one expanse, with a brown line drawn 
across it. There is no time when a wiki desert plain looks sub- 
lime, except when the yellow full moon is rising on it, and then 
tliere is an air of vastness and mystery over the expanse. 

I hardly knew myself in the perfect tranquillity of this period, 
having never since I reached manhood, had such a calm in my ex- 
istence. Of course I should, after a time, have felt ennui; but our 
trip did not last long enough to wem out tho charm^v^and I look 
hack to it as. a time of the purest enj.oyiment. 

One calm, bright, cool evening were moored off Tihara, 
on the left bank of the steam* In other parts of India the place 
Would have hefen nbtMng remarkable, but in the surrounding desert 
it was quite an oasis. A grove of sissio trees extended for a mile or 
two, and though none of the trees were large, the verdure And 
shade were most ^reteshing. Mahtab and I had wandered some 
* distance, and sat down on the stump of an old tree, looking at the 
wild peacocks flying past, listening to the thousand doves that had 
their habitation in the surroimdmg branches, and wondering who 
had planted the grove. An old man, with a long white beard, 
passed A^t sojtoe little distance ifrom us, and paused for a moment, 
ieatmag on his staff as he saluted us. I salaamed to him in return, 
and beckoned him to approach. ‘‘His age was like a vigorous 
winter, frosty but Jdndly,” and there was something about him tliat 
seemed to me familiar. I asked the old man Ins name, wliich be 
said was Hosein ShAh ; he told us he was a faqn\ tliat he had 
collected money enough to repair an old Eedgah in the grove, and 
to dig a well there, for the refreshment of travellers. We accom- 
panied the old man to Iiis habitation, a small mat hovel in the 
heart of the Wood. Close by was the 'Eedgah^ fresh, white and 
clean, and the neatly-finished well gave promise of refreshment. 
Stpac trees of a larger growth than the surrounding hahul and sis--‘ 
sa shaded the spot, and a clu^mp of dates made a pictui'csquo va- ' 
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sdety in tlie foliage. The hennit of this cell was quite unlike the 
usual class of faqlrs; he talked soberly and civilly, asked no alms, 
and was clean and simple in his dress. Still, as he talked, some 
remembrance haunted me, but as he shewed no symptom of recog- 
riition, I concluded that I must be mistaken in the vague idea 
which possessed me, that I had seen him before. 

Ve continued onr voyage next morning, and, for a week, had 
little in tlie external world to claim our attention, except the en- 
creasing clearness of the views of the hills. During the day they 
were not visible, but in clear weather, we had glimpses of them, 
morning and evening, as if the sky had opened to reveal to us a 
new world. Our course lay occasionally through banks. Well cul- 
tivated, but except at the ferries, we rarely saw an inhabitant. At 
the ^hqts there were picturesque groups of travellers, standing and 
sittiog on the bank, or in the flat-bottomed boats, as if they had 
been, arranged by a painter. Here a Sikh soldier, all beard and 
^th his European red jacket, and high, narrow, charac- 
t^tic , turJ>au~-o,onspicuoas even at a distance by his white teeth, 
a beauty that the tribe presej;yes ui^ullied by their abstinence from 
tobacco. Or there would be a tall, wiry Singh, a shikari of the 
IVIAhar^jah's, with a long knife in his girdle, a matchlock poised on 
his jslieulder, and a scarlet powder horn by his side, with a jacket of 
^n round Ms gaunt shoulders. Perhaps one of the pasr 
would be a Brahman traveller, with his quiet, sly, subdued 
countenance, and white beaard^ as. i^ong anontrast to the over- 
bearing air and black of the Singhs (who mostly dye their 
beard when it begins to grizzle) as his loose muslin garments and 
,^ple tm^ban were to their tightly girded costume. We passed 
on the Panjah side, which shewed remains of hahita* 
tions, and here there was but one: reply. “It was a Mussalman 
village, — the Sikhs plundered and left it desolate.^' 

1 can fancy nothing more delightful than the climate on the 
Sutluj, during the beginning and the end of the cold season : and 
ifcdv&cM HorlhWard, we found the scenery equally lovely— 
the HimaMyas formiUg a noble ampM^^ the North And 
Northwest ; the Jiilains at thoi^ ba^e, ^een and well cultivated, 

■ Wd the river 'ftequehtly expanse, to wMch 

ife iArupt turns gave a lake-Hke appearance. ; 

^ out to enjoy the d^^htful 
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breeze ; — eating the air'^ is, indeed, the fittest term to apply to 
the eagerness with which a temperate and bracing climate is re- 
lished by those who have endured the heat of the plains. The 
mist rose in a white cloud from the river, hut the sky behind the 
blue hills to the East, was of a clear red. Presently a spark of fire 
appeared above one of the peaks, and in two minutes more, the 
sun leaped forth, throwing a column of crimson light on the grey 
waters of the Sutluj. Beyond, and to the left of the low undulat- 
ing ridge before us, rose chain after chain in endless succession, 
backed by the snowy pinnacles, which, in the moiming light, stood 
up, white and cliff-like, their sides seamed apparently by deep, and 
nearly perpendicular ravines ; . hut as the day advanced, all was 
merged into one soft, mottled, blue and white haze. 

The encreasing heat of the sun made us look out for our boat,* 
Which was tracking aloiig-side, when we were arrested by the ap- 
proach of two travellers, who evidently were in quest of us. In 
the first, we immediately recognized Akram Khan the Muitani ; 
and in the other, the hermit of Tihara ; we were delighted to see 
mr faithftd ' s^ertaht, of whom we had had no certain intelligence 
since the day he had left Kangri for Eaj-ke~kot. His tale was 
soon told, that he had lingered about Mahtab’s prison, vainly seek- 
ing for some means of introducing himself, imtil he learned that 
the bird was flown. Not knowing the cause of her removal, he 
feared some fresh disaster, and hastened to Kangra in quest of me. 
There too, he was disappointed, finding me gone ; hut he foflovfed 
my steps to Amritsir, and at that city galhemd enough tb l^dfciin 
to hope that I had found MaSitab. Thence hie had pursued me to 
Chowmdee-ke-ghat, where we now were. I told him that I had 
nof forgotten my promise, that his services should not go unre- 
warded, and desired Mm now to get into one of the boat^ ; but 
what,'' 1 asked, is the old Tihara dohig here T* 

Will the allow Mm to accompany me into the boat f" 

Certainly,” and I again looked at the old man with an in- 
creasing assui’ance that I had before known him. However I post- 
poned my investigations, as the travellers were tired and hungry ; 
told them to eat and sleep, and that in the evening we would hare 
a conversation. 

The sun w^as sinking behind the low land to our West;, aiid one 
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of the \vid^5 lake-like bends of the river was glowing like a topaz 
the huge, clumsy, dark sail that had been hoisted to our boat, and> 
was still unstruck, looked picturesque in that subdued light whiclu 
throws so strange a beauty over the com monSst objects ; we had 
brought-to early, and I was walking along-side of MabtaVs doli 
on the high, turfy bank, when Akram Khan came to make his* 
mlam, I immediately enquired about the faqir. 

The tlien does not recognize Earn Singh?” replied 
the Miiltatii. 

To he sure I do ! How stupid not at once to see through hi^ 
disguise ! But what is the meaning of dll this mummery ?” My 
old soldier in reply gave the following nan-atlve : — 

On the night of Ohctnd Khan" s murder he had lain down ta 
Vest as usual, under guard, with Ms fellow detenu old Earn Singh, 
(who now standing before me and divesting himself of hh faqii^ 
habilihretits, I was surprised I had not before reco^^^^d.) Tho 
latter w by finding a bandage forcibly cippned to bisf 

'Sind hearing a deep low voice -comman ding him to rise and 
Socoinpany the speaker. Before the old man was well awake, he. 
was blindfolded, and led away by two stout fellows ; unable to 
speak or see, he could make no resistance, nor did he know by what 
road he went, or by what companions he was accompanied for seve- 
ral hotos. He was tied on a horse, and led along at a gallop till 
the whole party were weary ; and then, when taken down and al- 
lowed to use his month and eym, hr fetodlfimseif^ pinioned,—, 

out of sight of Kilngrit, or any other object that he recognized, and 
surrounded by a band of ruf&anly Sikhs. One, who seemed the 
leader, he described particularly ferocious, and as having his 
hands and his hammarhand smeared with blood. E^n Singh ga- 
thered from thoir conversation, that they were proceeding to La- 
haur, where he was to be gi ven up prisoner, and he knew what 
sort of fate would there await him. Earn ishing and desperate, the 
old man asked for some food, Trhen the brutal leader flung an old 
$hoe at him,' and said with a sneer, “ there, you may make your 
breakfast on that. I have lost the fellow to it;” The old man had 
not been a jailor without learning Scimething of the laws of evi- 
dence, and when his arms were a littite loosened, to enable him to 
scanty fate afterwards given, to him, he made himself mas- 
ter of the shoe. 
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■‘'The party proceeded for some days and then, when they were 
one night plunged in a debauch, ilto Singh effected his escape. 
He wandered, almost starving, as a faqir^ till he reached the Sut- 
lujy and crossed into the British temtoiy. 

There" he felt comparatively safe, having in his wanderings 
seen the old deserted masjid at Tihara, he resolved to assume the 
name and character of a MusalmAn, and take up his abode beside 
it. Under the name of Hassan Sbib, be begged a sum sufficient 
•to repair the ruin, and then settled himself in the retreat. Amid liis 
wanderings, he had always kept possession of the old shoe, hut he 
was dismayed one mornings at not finding it ; he could not account 
for its loss ; — a traveller had taken shelter with him the preceding 
night, hut what stranger would pm’loin anything so apparently 
worthless ? 

Efim Singh had continued this peaceable life till the time when 
we visited his abode, and was much pleased to find I did not de- 
tect him. Soon, after, however, Akrfim Khfin, on his way in pur- 
suit of me, begged a night's lodging from the faqir of Tihfira : the 
old man knew he could trust h is visitor, and accordingly discovered 
himself, and they both set out next morning in quest 

I was indeed much pleased to see the old man, whom I had 
long supposed murdered ; but I advised him, if he accompanied us 
to Eupar, there to maintain his disguise. Putting his tale in con- 
nexion. with what Sohiin Lall had begun to tell me, I began to find 
some clue to Chund Khan's murderer ; for at that time, the reiader 
must remember, I was not in possession of all those detdJh which 
I hav^ anticipated in the preceding chapter, to keep up the thread 
of m:f'naj^ 

In two days more, we reached Eupar, a ruinous and depopulated 
town, standing on the verge of the Khfidir at the left bank of the 
Sutluj. But all now looked gay and splendid with the British 
encampment gleaming oat ixom among the trees and turrets of the 
Eupar hank ; while on the wide flat sand that stretched on the 
other side from the brink of the stream up to the first low, but 
abrupt chain of hills, lay Ranjit Singh and his chivalry. I has- 
tened to my quarters, and was next day admitted to present my 
maar to the llaharaja ; and having made all arrangements for the 
privacy and security of my zananciy I set myself wholly to my .pro** 
fesisional work. 
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Tlie splendoiirs of tliat gorgeous meeting are too fresli in public 
recollection to require repetition here. For the time, I got into the 
spirit of the affair, and really enjoyed the fine appearance the La- 
haur troops made, although I was too well acquainted with the 
genuine nature of the material they were composed of^ to be blinded 
by the show. 

Wliat took place at the confidential interriews between the 
Eastern and Western Potentates, I cannot say, not having been 
presenj^ what was said by the King and the Lord^ or how faqir 
tried to fathom Mr. Prinsep, and how the latter 
thought he had blinded the former, remain for the future historian 
of the extraordinary connection th at so long subsisted between two 
Governments, agreeing in nothing but in making fine speeches to 
each other ; that the friends of the one should be the heart's de- 
light of the other, and that all who dared to look askance at the 
Briton Were to be eti^erminated by the Sikh, whose enemies again 
were to be tnade minced-meat of by the Lords of Pllndust^. 

What was the ostensible object of the gorgeous scene now 
displayed, I am at a loss exactly to know ; it seemed that the Bri- 
tish Government wanted something, like to say 

what, or perhaps they hardly knew themseltes ; hut one thing was 
eyidentj that the successors of the Mughal, Lords of the greatest em- 
pire fha world has erer yet seen, courted the a|lianoe of an upstart 
robber ; for after all, and stripping him of his tinsel, what was 
uir>re than a Bandit on a large scaled One plundering by whole- 
sale, and never coittpensatiiig for temporary spoliation by subsequent 
good management, but in common with other destroy ers of the hu- 
on the gold of the traders as his own, and consider- 
ing that ryots were made only to be squeezed, and com fields to be 
reaped — but not by tliosc who sowed them. 

Kanjlt Singh more than once consulted me while at Rupar as to 
any possible treachery that might be intended, and also askred my 
Oplmion a^vto IhO relative merits of his troop and those of the Eng- 
iiA itefrw^ ; I set his mind at ease on the first point, and 

on the olher Md him, wiih my usual opennes^^ that the body of 
Imcers in the Goveme«:-Gene r^r« ^wnp eooldride through his 
and that #16 European if needed, wouldv 

fiKhiehaowed d^wn by bis guns until not a man remained^ Aiidiur- 
^at the ekample of such men, and the esprit 4 'arm^ had 
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Spread througliout tlie Native Army, and that consequently there 
are Sepaki corps that have done and would again do, as the best of 
the Europeans. But,"* replied Banjit, “ my men are the same, or 
finer, and hardier and more inured to battle/' Forgive me," I 
would reply, “ but they have no rallying point, nothing that if scat- 
tered to-day^ would bring them together to-morrow ; suppose that 
in battle your Highness oNhata (far be the day!) was to fdl, who, in 
the absence of feja Dhyan Singh, would lead ? or whom would the 
troops obey T “ Ah, Bellasis, you look gloomily on my power ; 
I like to hear you say what you thinJr, hut let it be to me alone, such 
opinions would not do to be spread, for I do not look to end my em- 
pire in ray own person, but rather expect that it will extend to 
J^si. The hrdhmam at least tell me that it is destined to em- 
brace the holy city, and that the banner of Govind wil^^et wave 
over the mosques that have been permitted to defile the city of 
the gods. " 

Banaras is very far (J), your Highness, within the boundary of 
the Europeans ; itiaas :fer as from Jow^Ia Mukhi to the Atak 
and hack pgain/' 

Oh, I know very well where 'Ktsi lies, and I don't pre- 
tend to expect that I. shall wrest it from the fmangi ; but 
there is no knowing what may happen ; they may give it to me, 
they complain that it is only Bengal that pays them, that the 
Upper Provinces only bring expence, and that the revenues of the 
Duah and Delhi are swallowed up in their outlays. But have I 
not twenty thousand men at this moment -present, while Bo^d, Ben- 
tinck has sca^^ two ? surhly there is no such difference between 

xp hutlhat, by a night attack^ I could destroy his escort, and seize 
his person \ would they not then ransom him by the transfer of a 
province, or even by a. gift of the lands down to the Jamna which 
are mine hy right, won by my sword 

Such enterprize would sitrely feil, for the English do not 
sleep in the neighbourhood of &n army, such as youx Majesty's, 
without ample security against surprize ; besides, if you took Go- 
vernor, Council, and Secretaries, it would nofc alter their policy a 
jot but within a month you would find LahSur occupied, and ’ 
Gobindgurh ransacked." 

You certainly are free spoken Bellasis ; don't you know that 
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I have many allies in ]H[industan ? did you never hear what Dux- 
jan SM offered me to help him at Bhartpnr 

I am the well-wisher of the Kh^lsa, heattily so, for I 
am not ungrateful for your Highness's favours ; and, as I love 
the English banner, I would rather, for its own sake, see its 
lust of conquest restrained, and that the British Grovemment 
should consoHdate their already huge possessions than extend 
them. But can a Prince of your Highness's sagacity for a mo- 
ment suppose that, MahrS-th^ Gurkha, J^t, or Musalman would 
deA^e your success, or even wish to change the English for the 
Sikh rule ? It is not unknown to so discerning a'Buler that those 
who nearest approa^ to our own opinion, hut still do not adopt it, 
are those who give most offence ; thus Sunls sell Shiahs, (c) ahd 
think th?y do God a service ; Budhists cordially detest Hindus ; 
and do not both faiths hate Sifchs ? Whether as innovators and 
heretics, or as heathens, and as dripping with the blood of their 
b-xethren ? And yet the Sikh has much in common with both Mu- 
salm^n and Hindu ; no, believe me, your Highness, the brother 
^tranged is the bitterest foe ; indeed have you not at your own 
court, ample specimens of the disunion among the Princes of India? 
have you not Holkar and Appa Sahib as your suppliants ? And as 
for the usuiper Duijan S^l, it was easy for him to give away, or 
■ rather to offer, what was not his own ; and his nephew's treasure 
Woilld doubtless, in his opinion, have been well applied in putting 
clo^vn its owner ; on the same terms you would find allies cnougli, 
every where ; the discontented and the dispossessed would assure 
you of a large share of the property you might recover for them/’ 
:^^ Ah, btit when recovered we could help ourselves/' Yes, and 
/dddbtt^%; your fidends would so think; and their first device 
would be how to get rid of, or at least to outivit you." t like 
you Beilasis, for you do not flatter ; you must stay at court for a 
while, and I'll not forget your interests." In such manner we often 
conversed^ and I always found his Highness both reasonable and 
afialrle ; I was 6f comse present at Ihe several public interviews 
given and received, but then I Was only one of many, where every 
one vras trying to elbow for himself a place, I had therefore little 

wish or opportunity to get beyond the threshhold. 

.During oiu* stay at Rupar, Loi*d Bentinck sent. for nie, and, by 
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permission of the Maharajah I waited on liis Lordship ; who.se 
Quaker like simplicity struck me exceedingly ; indeed, strippui% 
him of his followers, and taking him aside as was bis pleasure to 
go in the attii-e of an English fanner, no one could for a anoment 
have accused him of being the greatest potentate on earth ; the 
man who had most freely under his controul the largest jnass of 
God’s creatures, and the largest portion of territory and of wealthy 
the kings of the earth b eing as pigmies to Mm, and the huge em- 
pire of Russia and China not even equalling his empire in real and 
substantial power : and yet this mam appeared, and was in reality* 
the personification of simplicity, and, however erroneous his means, 
and vulgar the instrumeuts and the machinery he used, he was,. I 
do believe,, a thoroughly honest man, as lie was a fearless and 
nncompromising one. 

He had then just weathered the half-batta storm,;, a campaign 
more trying perhaps to British interests than any they had yet unr 
dertaken, and which nothing but the right feeling of the majority of 
the officers, and, peadiaps, want of decided leaders, prevented ending 
in open and wide spread mutiny ; he was right 'in not yielding to 
the loudly expressed cries of the military ; but he was wrong in 
the. manner in which he executed .his invidious commission ; and 
more wrong stiU, in not separating himself from the unjust act by . 
putting himself on half-batta too. But enough, and peace to his 
ashes ; he meant well, and may the odium rest on those who calm- 
ly and coldly, from across the ocean, sent out such orders, and 
again and again repeated them, as not one df then^elv^ Wemid 
have dared to enforce. ’ . 

• ’ Lord Bentmck appeai^^ to he but very partially acquainted 
with the position of affairs in Centrab Asia and along the Border, 
where his thoughts were so anxiously turned ; with surpiijze I now 
gathered that no steps, or scarcely had been taken to piroettre 
authentic information ; here I Iditht vms a news-writer, believed 
to be corrupt ; there another, known to be so; and in another quar- 
ter, a Subaltern officer would be sent, or rather allowed to wander 
unaccredited, at his own expence, and at his own risk ; or a com** 
mercial Agent or traveller hardly permitted to go where the Bri- 
tish Government should have given lakhs to have induced intelli- 
gent and honest Agents to venture, 

Moorcroft, himself I believe in tlieir employ, though as a traveh 
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ler on his own bottom, gave such information as if acted on, would 
have prevented the encroachments of Gulab Singh on Lad§.k and 
the Chinese frontier ; and it was only now that a mission from 
Bombay under Lieutenant Burnes, had tardily wound its way up 
the Ravi under the guise of bringing English Dray horses for his 
Highness's especial riding j but in reality to spy out the land 
which could, under the same intelligent officer, have been better 
and more honestly done in a hundred other ways. 

You have travelled I believe Colonel Bellasis,'^ remarked 
•Lord Bentinck to me, “you have been in Persia and Aifghanistan ?*' 
I have, iny Lord, I served some years in the former country^ 
and at KAbul and KAndah^ I spent several months/^ 

“ What is your opinion of the state of affairs in those quar- 

ters 

That all is at sixes and sevens' in both ; that any power 
that can pay may establish its induence there to-morrow ; as to 
patriotism, or a care for any Chief or for any master, domestic or 
foreign, the feeling is dead; however as of the two, the Persians are 
least to be depended on and the easiest to assail, I would venture 
to suggest* — ^but I intrude.” 

“By no means. Colonel, I shall be obliged for yom* opinion, 
pray proceed.” 

I was about to say* my Lord, that it seema to nie 
that the l>est pphoy th© maste^^^ he 

to frighten the Persian, and foster the AffgMn ; the foimer are 
venal to a degree, they would take your last rupee, and then 
liuinqi: against you ; besides you are too far off to effectually influ- 
ence them, occu])y KharAk, shew them how easily you could make 
a descent on their coast ; open a communication with some of the 
discontented and starving Princes in the South — ^touch th© Persians 
OH the tail my Lord, and they'll not make much head way ; 

SliirAz and they will not trouble HirAt.” . 
f yhis is matter,” observed his lord- 

ship, pray continue.” 

“ But, for the Affghans I recomtnend quite a different policy, they 
A poor people ; they want ipannqity and common sense to guide 
qounaels; they want money, they ^ant confidence in sometfeing 
or ^Hfebody ; in Dost Mohamad they have* I am inclined to think. 
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as gfod a nlan as they are likely to get; he is not tao honest for his 
times, or so straightforward as to fall by the crookedness of those 
around ; he eagerly seeks your alliance and bows his neck to your 
yoke ; send him% brigade, give him such a body-guard as will 
secure him at Kdbul, and enable him to go out in his districts, col- 
lect his rents, chastise his turbulent, and encourage his peaceful 
feudatories. But at present, though unquestionably the best of his 
nation, he dare scarcely leave, the Bflla Hissar, lest on his return 
he should find the gates closed. If a Ghilji or a Suddozie consi- 
dered he could support himself for a day in the sovereignty, Dost 
Mohamad would be shot like a dog; but no one lusts for the bed of 
thorns, unless indeed the dotard Shah Shujah, or his more besot- 
ted brother the blind Zem^n/^ 

Lprd Bentinck listended to me with much attention, and saying 
that he hoped to have an opportunity of renewing the conver- 
sation, wished me a very good momihg, 

I had not, however, the good fortune to enjoy another interview, 
which disappointed me much, as, from all I heard and saw, I had 
formed a high estiinate of his Lordship's wisdom as well as benevo* 
lence; of his unostentatious simplicity what can I say? it has 
since been to. me the wonder of many a solitary hout, and I have in 
vain sought for its paraliel in ancient or modern history. 

NOTES 

(a) When “ The Adventurer’*, first appeared In the. I>elhi a gen- 

tlemaa, who h|id served in the campaign, made some observation s> which 

geesa to mie worth insertlpg her^ though the intervening time has so mighti- 
ly sdtered the position of afihirsv The opinion of an intelligent eye witness, 
formed at the time and on the spot, may help to the future solution of those 
causes which led to the reverses that the British arms sustained in Kabul. 

I only wish from my heart that our Government would remembeo: tlm opi- 
nion Bellasis expresses as to the relative power of European and Kativfe troops, 
and act upon the principle in A%hani8tan. Two squadrons of I>ragoons at 
Kandahar and two at Kabul— fellows that wonH be refused— to serve as an edge 
and as an example to Shah Shiyab’s ** Jan Bazes.” Eour batteries of Muropmn 
artill^y* ®ud four good European regiments, fresh from Europe or the Colonies^ 
without any Indian prejudices as to equipage and camp-followers, and prepared 
to rough it a little if necessary, would be amply sufficient for our military occu- 
pation in Affghanistau. 

“Our Hindustani troops might then safely be withdrawn, and besides an enor- 
mous saving in extra hatta being thus effected (sepoys draw sometime® four and 
five rupees extra per pipathi as coiopensatiox^ for rations, while Europeans have 
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only half a pound of beef daily), we should be saved that excessive disl^e and' 
detestation which the Affghaus entertain towards us, in consequence of the bul- 
lying and swaggering propensities of our Indian sepoys ; which feeling more 
than neutralizes the good effect of their acknowledged courage and heroism in 
the Held, By the people of Affghanistan, the Natives of lillia, whether Hindu 
or Indo^Musalman, are thoroughly despised, and nothing hut dread of their 
numbers and of their Nizam, prevents the Affghans from wreaking their ven- 
geance on individuals of them. European soldiers, on the other hand, are res- 
pected; nay, even liked, and, so long as the “ uncleau animar’ forms no part 
of their fare, Afighana have no objection, whatever, to eat with them, consider- 
ing them, as “people of the Book,** in every way entitled to that privilege; 
while their acknowledged reputation for personal courage and physical strength 
— their gr^at superiority in the art and discipline of war — their higher standard 
of truth, justice aud sincerity (which, low as it may sometimes be, far exceeds the 
most exalted principles to be met with among the Mohamedans of Affghauistan) 
and that mysterious moral influence which the meanest native of Britain pos- 
sesses over the Asiatic mind, prepare the Affghana to acknowl edge them as con- 
querors, With the above mentioned number of Eu]^;opean troops as a .reserve* 
we may safely venture, gradually, to increase and discipline the corps of 
Native Aft’ghans under British officere, in tlie service of ShahShujah; and 
by degrees, get rid of the hated Hindustanis. By a judicious enlistment of 
different tribes, Ghiijis, Buranis, Hazaras, Momuuds, Pharsewans, Khybe- 
rees, &c. each being paid directly through British officers, all danger of 
insubordination may be avoided ; while, by restricting the age of admission 
into the ranks to from fourteen to sixteen, (although by doing so, a long- 
er time maybe required to render the regiments efficient,) we shall get 
men accustomed to discipline. For the supply of officers to such a force, a 
4 ;orps of Cadets should be formed, from among the sons of the principal Chiefs, 
who will be found most williug to join it, and these should be carefully instruct- 
ed under British officers, and declared well qualified, before being entruated 
with cpmmlasions. In shorty we must adopt iwifli these Affghaus, (who have no 
prejudices, other than oiir l-tindiistaiii followers may have toughc them,) the 
same system of discipline which has been found to answer so admirably amoqg 
similar brave and independent tribes in Europe, and not attempt to follow the 
Bengal regulations'*’ too implicitly. But this is not all-— w/ii7e British officers 
areanphyed with S'hah Shujidds troops, a corresponding protection must be af- 
forded to the interests of the jaHyala, in order that our name may not be mixed up 
with acta of injustice and oppression. Eor this purpose, the revenue settlement 
of each district, Talook, or village, as arranged and agreed on hy the Afghans 
themselves, should be registered, and every payment duly recorded by British su- 
perintendents, appointed for the purpose who will be able to check any unjust 
demands. 

This, in fact* is , the system adopted by Sir C. T. Metcalfe, with such good 
feet, during hia administration of Hyderabad.** J. 

(5) Banaras is the Kasi of the Hindus. 

(c) Nor are the respective parties always very careful to ascertain the distinc- 
tions: Shnis are often seized, and, to shew their creed, curse All and all his ,ad- 
f^e®ents; and thus frequently they, eucrease their own sufferings, being tortured 
Ibrlittempting to deceive the faithful, until they acknowledge the imposition, 
when ttiey have the aatisfactioa of being sold tuBgenuim Shiahs, 
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©asiraiisr^psi* 


contbkts. 

^'dlasisf&fih that hh head u still in ike Uon^s jaws**^Some hint^f for the neonk 
(Oiled Chrisiians. J i i 


My Sovereign, I confesB, your royal graces 
Showered on me daily, have been more than could 
My studied purposes requite, which went 
Beyond all man’s endeavours— my end^rotirs 
Have ever come too short for itay deafjies, 

Yet HHed with iny abilities. Mine own ends 
Have been mine so, that evermore they pointed 
To the good of yonr most sacred person, and 
The profit of the state. Tor your great graces, 

Heaped upon me, poor undeserver, I 
Can nothing render but allegiant thanks ; 

My prayers to heaven for you ; my loyalty, 

Which ever has, an^ ever shall be growing, 

Till death, that winter, kill it.*’ 

Henry VIII, 

•* The full sum of me, 

Ib, an uttlessoned girl, unschooled, unpractised j 
Happy in this, she is not yet so old, 

^ Btlfe she may l^am ; and, happier than this, 

: ; jShe is not bred so dull, but she con learn. 

Happiest of all, in that her gentle spirit 
Oommits itself to yours to be directed, 

!4s by her Lord, her Governor, her King 1 ” 

Merehant of, Vemese* 

Thouglil was evidently in favor; ^ 
faithfully executed my trust at E^bgra, it was beyond the Maha- 
rajah*s comprehension that I could have served him without also 
helping myself ; when therefore some of the hangers-on of the 
darhdr suggested that I should be squeezed, and declared that I 
hM well feathered my nest, and ought to be made to dbgorge a 
lakh or more, Eanjit, could not resist the bait. Either affecting 
however, or really mtending to let Dae off easily, he ordered a full 
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acquittance to be g-iven of my accounts, on my paying 

clown thirteen thousand rupees. I spurned the imputation indig- 
nantly, and said that I had already accounted, to the last coidrie, 
for the money that had passed through my hands, and that I had 
neither intention nor ability to pay another rupee. 

My message, with due exaggeration, was reported to the king, 
and he thereupon reduced the demand one-half ; I sent hack the 
same reply ; he became angry, and ordered my der a to be plundered. 
Expecting some such result* I had drawn together a strong band of 
followers and well-wishers, and determined to defend my right z 
the determination was perhaps a rash one, but it had the desired * 
effect. The Bhyah entrusted with the commission had orders not 
to use violence, or excite commotion so near to the English camp, 
but to do every thing Short of coming to blows. Bhup Chand was 
a sensible sort of fellow, and soon saw his errand was a fruitless one 
he was, however, not ill-disposed, and dallied long enough to enable 
my friend the first to persuade the Maharajah that I had 

yielded, and wien he was pacified, to obtain my pardon and have 
me excused from payment. Such prevarication came quite within 
Aziz-ud-din"s system of ethics, aM probably Ranjit was glad on 
reflection, to have a pretext for avoiding a breach of the peace. 

For a day, I was much enraged, and kept my tent ; but, feel- 
ing that the full receipt I had obtained secured me from further 
anno^ancef determining never^ agaih to mteadiere in matters of 
finance, I allo'v^ed myself to be persuaded that the proposed vio- 
lence was only a part and parcel of the Panj^b system, and by no 
means reflected on my- personal character. It was sulkily enough, 
hp;^ever, that I obeyed the next summons to darhdr, where I was 
received mth ext^ord^ry fayom ; no notice being taken of my 
late recusancy, I was insensibly led, from my own dark thoughts to 
fall in with the jovial humour of the ruler ; whatever was the cause, 
whether he had that day been gratified by any unusqal civilities 
from the British side, I never saw him so facetious or so loquacious. 

He drew me on to talk of military matters, fought his 
totles o’er again^” made me minuf^y describe my brief campaign 
id the hills, and observed, Ah BeJla4s> there you certainly caught 
in a trap^, and serv^ed them in their own coin ! But, 
it a venturous to play : your force was sma|, and had 
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they been compaonly prudent— had one deserter from you joined 
them, you would not be here to-day to boast of the royal favour.” 

True, your Highness j but I had taken all precautions, 
without some hazard, no scheme can ever be achieved.” 

“ You are young, Bellasis, and youth is rash. ISfo prudent 
Commander ever risks so much as that, fading his immediate oh-> 
ject, he cannot bring off his troops. You might have been cut off# 
and your loss might have lost Kdngrd to the state. Prudence, 
however, is more easily acquired than pluck. I don’t exactly 
blame, but rather caution you, for I wish you well, and propose 
your promotion.” 

In my heart I was seeking little but a fair pretext to ask for 
my dismissal, and thjs, within tlie last twenty- four hours, h|^ been 
afforded. The Maharajah, by his winning tones and kin<Jly seech- 
es, seemed aware of my thoughts, and as my temp^ was not one 
to bear malice, his honeyed words h?d t}xe..cfffct that sweets from a 
ruler’s lips usually have on bis ^iWigints, i<^Answermg, therefore, 
with respect, if not wdth biUlpihty^ only slightly hinted at cause of 
pffence, and decdaredruy®^ us ^ver a faithful Servant of the Khalsa. 

, We know it. Colonel Sakibj the appearance of every thing 
at bespeaks your activity and your honesty, and we skah 

t^e care that you go not ^ewg^ded.” 

Many of those present at this interview bit their lips at find- 
ing I had rather gained than lost ground from the late fracas ; 
once or more an attempt was made to twist my words against my- 
self ; among those most opposed tome was my.olden^y; ^ 
Singh, hut Maharajah, to diawe got up tie for ‘ 

,the purpose of soothing lua, ahff shewing* that I was in favour, ar- 
bitarily prevented all hostile interference j and calling me his well 
approved friend, .,made me a present of a handsome horse, and, 
seeing that the dented effect had been produced, jdtstqiBsed^ 
darhar. \ ‘ 

Aziz-ud-din, who rfciw lobkal W m as a special protegee of his 
own, took an early opportunity of congratulating me on my good 
fortune. The old man’s friendship for me wa!s never tested by any 
very urgent demand, and I am glad of it, lest my feelings for Bitn 
should have been changed. Having shewn me very great kindness, 
he seemed really attached to pae, and, if a mpslem caxureally loice a 
Christian, to take pleasure in my society and devise my welfare. 

cc 
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. The faqir had been so long nsed to dissemble that it was dififi-. 
cult to know, nor did he always himself seem to be sure when he 
was in earnest ; surrounded by sectarians, himself the minister of 
a bitter enet^y to his own faith, and keenly watched by a hundred 
eyes, he had weathered the storms of a q^uarter of a century, and 
was now unquestionably the most trusted, as he was the most 
tmstworthy servant of the State. 

He had been so much accustomed to hear and to take a share 
in the mummei-y of Khdlsa superiority and Sikh excellence, that he 
now half believed they were realities ; and himself a moral man, he 
hardly looked with disgust on the filthiness of Ins master's character. 

One day, the old man being more than usually loquacious, ask- 
ed me about his bid friends and acquaintances ; the Sahib knows 
every tiling, he reads the English Akhbars, and they seem to know 
what all the world are about ; I was thinking Colonel Sahib, while 
on my charpat last flight, what you told me ye^erday of the stars 
being worlds, and probably full of living beings ; and it brought 
to my mind the littleness and the nothingness of this narrow circle 
of ours ; it reminded me of a story an old once told me, of 

^ country whose king was Selected tri-toiually ; but the terms of 
Government were, that, on the completion of each monarch's pe- 
riod, he was ' to be banished to a neighbouring island ; the candi- 
dates were always many, the sue cessful one ate, drank, and made 
merry, and when his time was up, submitted to his fate. But after 
a time, one was elected, who made it the study of his three years 
reign to prepare for his after banishment ; instead of building pa- 
laces in his kingdom, he sent his family and his treasures to the 
islaiid, and there prepared liis gardens and dwelling houses, so that 
when the period of his. translation arrived, alhwas prepared, and he 
moved into a more comfortable berth than the one he had quitted ; 
Ah, Sahih^ I had not sense when the hiragi told me this, to un- 
derstand the allegory, but now I see that the riches of the world do 
inake a man happier in life, nor smooth kis last moments, 

. nor avail him hereafter, but that mercy and truth, justice and ho- 
nesty, are the treasures the old man bade me jay up in my cofiers/" 

they are fee Stoi?es that moth and rust 4o nOt 
if^f Onrupt, and against which thieves do hot break through and steah^^ 
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I speak tile words of our holy bookj and I wish I could more 
abide by its precepts my friend/' 

Has the Sahib an Anjil f I never saw one, nor ever before 
heard a gentleman talk of one j I thought they were only meant 
for the preachers at Ludianah, who, I hear, have endeavoured, un-^ 
der pretence of teaching English, to introduce Christianity/' 

The Arijil is the book of life, the word of truth, faqirji, and 
Christians are hound, if they believe the tenets of their own reli- 
gion, to propagate it ; but doubtless there is a time and a season 
for all things, and I am far from thinking it right, under a false 
garb, even- to do good, and ana decidedly of opinion that English 
literature and the Chiistian religion should not be coupled ; as to 
the Ludiana Padris, there is neither deceit nor force used by them : 
they declare that they left their own land to try and convert you* 
and no one who does not choose need listen to them j not but that 
I consider we should be conferring the greatest of blessings on you 
all if we could make you Christians/' 

What I .us hog«mters, drunkards, riotous livers, and 
debauchees ! ifeir, saving your pi^esence Colonel Sahib, are not all 
these concomitants of Christianity 

No more than gross beastliness is of the tenets of Ndnak, or 
than crimes that I could mention are enjoined by the prophet ; on 
the contrary, as I have said, our religion commands peace, love, 
purity, and universal charity j he who best acts up to such princi- 
ples comes nearest to his profession ; he who acts contra^; tp 
them is bhl si Christian in name> a heathen at heart 
aries are not always the jm^est : and most judicious of men, but they 
are generally simple, earnest, and right-minded; look into the 
conduct of any of them, and if you can see the vices that pervade 
the conduct of Hindu, Sikh and Musalm^ I al-r 

low that we are in error/' ' ' ' : 

Forgive me SdMh, I j^peak less of what 1 know than of what 
I have heard; I know that Christians are wise and brave, and I have 
even seen them gentle and kind ; hut, performing no ceremonies, 
having no temples, and saying no prayers ; I hardly knew they had 
a religion. Ah ! it is a great many years ago since Metcalfe Sdhib 
was at Amritsir, but I remember it as if yesterday he had with 
him three or four other Sahibs, they were all good men like Mm-* 
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self, and theii* memories liaye remained, but it is of Fergusson 
hih (a)l would speak ; be was wounded by the AkMis in the night 
attack on the English camp : — ^the Maharajah was much vexed, 

and sent me next day to enquire after the health of the wounded 
gentleman, whom I expected to see covered with blood and writhing, 
in agony ; but lo ! as I entered his tent, I saw only a gentleman 
lying in a bed, propped up by pillows, and reading a book. The 
sheets were snow-white, not a drop of blood was visible, and so 
pladd and at ease was the SaMh, that I fancied I must have made 
a mistake,' until I spoke, and Captain Fergusson put down his book, 
and told me that he was very happy, that he was readmg his good 
book and felt no pain ; I have often thought of him, Sahih, he 
must have been a good gentleman ; and so clean and spotless were 
his sheets, just as must have been his heart, wah ! wall / he was 
a good SaMhJ* 

Yes, my friend/" I replied, " there are good and bad among 
us, as amonff yourselves, the fa'tna does not alwayacover a faqir'* 
says ShekhMdi."^ 

True Sdhih, and if all Christians were like Fergusson Sahih 
and yourself, we could better tmderstan^ you, and more rightly ap- 
preciate the good that is undoubtedly imy^ur cibaracters, for who- 
ever doubted the word of a Sahih (<?) f and where there is truth, 
ftefe is file fdttUd^tidU df right/" 

We would then talk on more private and personal matters, and 
I could see that the interest the old mam took in me was not al- 
fectcd, but tliat I had decidedly touched a chord in his heart. 

What would you wish, SaMh f would you like Kashmir, Mul-^ 
tan or Pashawar ? In the .Maharajah's present mood they are all 
within your reach, and I need hot say that my word is at your ser- 
vice, — ^but do not, I pray you, believe yourself safe from the ma- 
chinations of the Rajah and his partizans ; for a time, and for their 
pwn reasons, they appear to have left you unmolested, and even in 
regard to the lady to have acted generously) hutihey have a rea- 
son, rely on it, and tru^thein ixdt/* 

"Thank you, my kind friend,” I replied, I appreciate the 
^Rajah's favours at their true vdue, and as for im^self and prospects 
I have little tliouglit and less care ; I have suffered mucjh ddring 
my short service, and, biit for one tie to the ebuntiy, 1 ‘shbtdd afc 
onc& beg for my discharge ; whether I go hbte or ihfere, therefore. 
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46t whfetlier I temain in the presence, is to me indijBPerent ; if I 
fconld be assured of doing good in any quarter, to that -would I 
turn ; but Kashmir has been so long mismanaged and ground 
down; Pashawar is so lawless, and Multan is, so hot, that the Go- 
vernment of any would be sad up-hill work. Besides, I confess to 
you that I see a coming storm, from which it behoves all wise men 
to keep aloof ; and during my short career I have witnessed so 
much of the unruliness of the Sikh soldiery, that I shall he unwill- 
ing to put myftelf unnecessarily into their power/' 

“ The Klialsa soldiers ! what of them, 

'' 'What,/a^ir Sahih, but that they are a band of ruiiians ? was 
not Nand Singh an officer of these heroes ? and was not his bro- 
ther Bhup Singh in their ranks } aaid indeed, seeing that his High- 
ness, instead of hanging or blowing away robbers and oth^^ mis- 
creants, fills up his ranks with them, what olheT fhiit can he expect 
than is daily reaped ; misconduct before €ie enfemy, oppression in 
the provinces,^ and insubordination towards their officers ?’* 

What would * Hang up a score/* ** Is the Sa- 

lilh of Avitabli’s school, does he delight in blood ?” 

*^ l:^Oyfaqir Sahih, 1 do not ; and that is the vety I 

would fitted a little ; I would not imprison nor place in frdM, niy 
officers or other men koldihg resectable situations ; but I would, 
on the contrary, make the soldier's post one of respectability, tiie 
officer's one of honour, and I would pay him and treat him as one 
placed far above his sij>ahis j indeed unless you do so, it is impos- 
sible to ea^ect that they will respect or obey hi|». Nor is it in 
human natee m^ who was in irdhs to-day, should either 

respect himself or be res|)ected to-morrow ; if in short, I ever again 
command a body of the Maharajah's troops, I must have full autho- 
rity over them/' 

“ You were not much interfered witih at * 

Not much indeed, except that my life was in hourly peril, 
and that nothing but Providence saved me from both my own men 
and Government/' 

Come> come, Sahib ; die Maharajah was ever kind/' 

So he was, and, I should rather say, from my enemies high 
and low." . ♦ 

While the two courts remained encamped opposite each other, 
I made acquaintance with more than one of the Knglish officer. 



PASSAGES IN TOE LIFE OP 


and had many interesting^ conversations with one of them who had 
been long stationed at Ludiana, and who seemed well acquainted 
with the politics of both powers, and with ‘the under current that 
guided the counsels of the Calcutta and Lahto Cabinets. 

I will venture on another dose of history for the reader, by giv- 
ing some of the particulars gathered in these conversations. 

Not long before the Rupar interview. Captain Murray, the Bn- 
tish Political Assistant at Amhalah, had died; he was an excel- 
l^t puj>lip officer, and a conscientious, though reserved and some- 
what ehcentiip man. Having been inany years at Amhallah, and 
being intittihtely acquainted with the histories of all the Sikh fami- 
lies on either bank of the Suteluj, saw with regret the curse 
brought on so extensive a coihntry by the Lahaur supremacy, and 
strove with all Ms might to keep it within hounds, by opposing 
Banjit's constant claims, as affected paramount, to new patches 
of territory on the left hank of the river. But in this laudable de- 
sign, Captain Mun*ay was much thwarted hy the Agent at Ludiana,. 
who stood up for the Lahaur claims, and as the battle was fought 
in Calcutta, the latter prevailed. Each year saw Banjit obtain a 
yilla^ or an ila/ca until, with little exception, both banks of tlie 
Suteluj were acquired by the wily old Maharajah, who petted his 
Ludiana friend and made much of the man who so well served his 
interests; at the Rupar meeting the Agent wns treated with every 
honor, and called by the Mahtirajah his son. From what I saw of 
Banjir, hoivovcr, T am not of opinion that he retilly liked, or was 
most in/lucnced by ijiose whom Jic was most lamiliar wiih : on the 
contrary, I believe that opposition was what lie respected, and that 
he only appreciated what he dejirly, or at some price, acquired, and 
that if he flattered Murray least, ho esteemed him most. 

It was in the year 1805 that Holkar, taking refuge beyond the 
Sutlnj, was pursued by the victorious Gen eral Lake even to the 
ByaSj wken the Malxi*afah, finding he could get no ,hel|) from the 
'shchoiibed. This seems to have been the first time the 
British and Lahaur Governments came in contact ; and, so little 
was the folmef acquainted with i the state of things beyond the 
Sntluj that Loni letters General Lake then alluded 

to Baujit Singli as to one, (tliough perliaps the most powerful,) of 
many; and insuch general termsas shew thatit was only thesjdden 
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flight of riolkar in tha;t direction which reminded the British that 
isnch a people as the Sikhs existed, The Maharajah was, however, 
better informed than his more civilized neighhonrSj and it was only 
just to try the length of his tether, and as a "dying effort to extend 
his influence to the South of the Sutluj, that he made his brief cam- 
paign, v^hile Mr* Metcalfe was in the Panjah. 

The reader may remember that in September, 1808 , the Sir- 
hind and Malwa Sikhs earnestly petitioned for British protection, 
and that Mr* Metcalfe ^vas sent to discuss the arrangements with 
Ranjit. While both parties were encamped at Kussoor, the Ma- 
harajah suddenly broke up his camp, and taking the British envoy 
some marches with him, swept by Farrid-kote and Mulair-kotla, ta 
AmbaJa, and, in spite of Mr^ Metcalfe's remonstrances, giave away 
or appropriated the territory then acquired. JSTor was it imtil Sir 
David Ochterlony, at the head of a considerable forces (backed- by 
preserve under General St. Leger,) reached Xudiana, that the con- 
queror would yield up his late acquiririons, and consent to treat on 
the basis of a imitiial recognition of the status existing when the 
conference commenced af Kussoor. Eventually Ranjit was obliged, 
fery re!tfct&,htty, to give up the fruits of his last campaign, and ta- 
■citlyto admit to the PatiMa and other Sirhind and Malta Sikhs, 
how much he dreaded the British arms; This was a solitary strug- 
gle, a singjle bold attempt to conquer or to conciliate the southern 
Bikhs, for, in his endeavonrs to detach them from their proposed, 
league with the English, he granted them large portions of his late 
acquisitions, especially to Ms maternal uncle, Bhag Bhagh bf 
tJlieend, Who thus acquired both Ludiana and Ambala, and after- 
■w^ards much embaxTassed the aiTangements of the British. 

It had been the mutual feuds of tlxe Chiefs that first tempted 
Ranjit across the Suteluj, and he was very sore at finding so fmr a 
field and so easy a conquest plucked, as it were, from his gmsp, and 
until he saw Ochterlony’s Battalions, he persisted in callhxg the 
J amna his natural boundary. 

The whole southern bank of the Sutluj had been for genera- 
tions in the hands of Pathan and other Miisalman Chiefs, ser- 
vants or feudatories of the Delhi throne. Of these the most 
considerable at the time of RanjiPs rise, (and, indeed, with Mul- 
iair-Kotla, almost the only one that survived the hreuk-up of Mus- 
alman supremacy in that quarter) was Rae Aleas of Rae-ke-kotCi 
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He too was sinking fast; one by one Ms possessions crumbled away 
till little has remained to his family but his fort and the lands it 
commanded. Doubtless, hut for the British in terference, all up to 
the Jamna would hare swelled theLahaur raj; bu t, in consec^uence 
of their interference, r the territory as then found has, (with the 
few changes caused by lapsed feifs, resumptions, &c.) remained in 
statu quo/' Nearly one-half of that portion of the territory in 
question, protected by the British, belongs to Karam Singh 
of Patiala, whose revenue of twenty takhs exceeds all the 
others pp.t together ; Jhind is next in impo rtance, then Khy- 
tiii and then. Nuba. These are the four larger powers, protected 
by the Baglfeh s among them they enjoy a revenue of thirty-five 
laklis, and could biing,intp the held twenty thousand men of sorts • 

There ai*e besides j)erhaps as many as a liimdred petty chiefs and ten 
times that number of Lordlings whose total revenue may be ten 
laths, and who could furnish twelve tiLpu^nnd j Wt from 

what I could hear^ though they are well MspbSed'ffd fhe and 

stout-looking fellows into the bargain, they would not be efficient 
allies in the field ; accustomed to nothing beyond a boundary dis- 
pute, they would come into aatipn as mpre Militia men, and would 
not make a stand against the ;regnlar trppps - of the Panjdb or any 
other State. The Cavalry especially, except a few personal retain- 
ers of the Chiefs, are very inferior to those of Lahto. 

: : ® m the left hank of the Sutluj were,'j3L[i 

the ’Chapter of lakhs 

of rupees ; not above four lakhs, however; reach the treasu- j 

ry ; and the territory like the British portion, is mostly in f 

ja>gir to military or religious Chiefe ; the former descendants pf J 

the consolida- p 

tion of the Sikh power ; the latter claiming kindred with the early 
spiritual leaders. These possess ions aire sputtered in frpm \ 

Butluj ‘to the Jamna, but lie chiefiy along the bank bf the foi:- : 

mer. , The inhabitants of these trans-Sutluj Statea^ ydte^er nndpr ] 

the ; comprise as few Sikhs as I 

those of the PapJIlh, and chiefly cqn sist ; .of mi^ed c^bes, as Gujars, i 

Jats, BainSj Dpgars, In States p large portion of tfie j 

cultivators arc Musalmans, and you may go into village pfter^t^- j 

iage belonging to the SUdis, without meeti ng a Smgh. : ;> f 

. The. officer who kindly furnished me \rith the pboy^ ||eh4^ of | 
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ififormation, took me round the lines of the English, and I was 
much struck with the completeness of every thing in their camp 
equipage : long accustomed to the make- shifts of Persian and Sikh 
armies, I was quite delighted with the contrast. The two squa-< 
drons of Lancers especially struck me ; each man looked fit for an 
officer ; and I was also much pleased with the dashing style of the 
Horse Artillery. In the several days that the troops were out, I 
did not observe a single accident occur, or any part of the harness 
give way, although every move was done at a gallop, and the com- 
ing about to bring the guns into action was always at a fearful 
rate ; indeed I was prepared to see one gun crush the other, hut 
the movements of the horses soon shewed me that they too knew 
the sound of the bugle, and that little was required in the men .but 
to hold hard. The practice, too, was excellent, I never saw better 
in any part of the world ; and though we had been trying to get 
up a return play of our own, the MaharajA was wise enough to 
give up the rivalship, seeing that however We might succeed, we 
should shew small after the fipglish display. 

As I have was^m anxious about the appearance 

of the this, his first interview with the Governor- Gei^eralt 

he had desired my presence, but he himself gave all the orders at 
the time, and selected the ti*dops that were to shew off. Besides 
the regulars, (attired like the English except their head and foot 
gear) there was the elite of the Sikh army ; thousands, clothed ia 
yellow and green silk vests, with a loose d^gag^e turban, half flow- 
ing over the shoulder ; to an unpractised e^e these mesa. Watt thdr 
long dark beards and fierce aspect, looked more w^like than the 
quiet and subdued dpakis, and the statiic-like European soldiery ; 
but ho soldier, could for a moment compare the silken array with 
the broad-clothi or. the gold and tinsel of the Sikhs, with the sim- 
ple solidity of the British, and do\iM?Ae result of an encounter^ 
The quiet, proud hearing of the t)ompany*s sipaMs, quite as muck 
as that of the Europemis, seemed to assert their superiority, as the 
Maharajah and his train rode slowly down their line and inspected 
them, as they afterwards did us. Once or twice, in spite of Raii^ 
jit's good arrangements, a fracas nearly took place, from inquisitive 
idlers prowling into the Englisli ranks, pulling about the men's wea- 
pons and handling their accoutrements. Such conduct was gene- 
rally taken good humouredly, but occasionally a c^url and hot-blood 
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met, and then a hand would he raised, or a Blade half-drawn, hut 
all ended peaceably ; and, if Lord William Bentinck was as well 
pleased with the result of the interview, as was the Lahaur Chief, 
one point was gained, that of putting the parties in good humour 
with another. 

A bridge was prepared a little above tbe town of Eupar; the 
English camp was on their own bank and very picturesque it look- 
ed, lying among the trees and cultivation that fill up the alluvial bed 
between the stream and the high ridge that bounds the kkadir : 
tire Sikh, enca,mpment, on the other side; occupied a small sandy 
plain that lies between the liver andthe hari’en range of hills that 
form the lower step^ of the first Himalayan r^ge. • 

After all formalities had.^e^i arranged between the tWo powers, 
the Maharajah paid the nrst visit, which the Govenior-General 
returned next day. After this there were mutual inspections of 
the troops, and other such Military spectades, till.the camp broke 
up ; the Maharajah detenmned oh making a jhb^^ss towards the 
norih, and I obtained a month’s leave to visit Lahaur, and shew 

capital to my bride. ,, , , 

MaJitah Kowr being a hilLwomah, was, as I have already said, 
less fettered by custom and form than the people of the plains, and 
could more readily adapt herself to new customs. Affection, too, 
wonderfully quickens a woman’s powers ; and h#r anxiety to he in 
all respects my companion, gave my unfe an aptitude to learn, that; 
astonished irlh. Coming thus ahou^oiisly before the world, I 
may he excused for dwelling a little on her who was, while 1 tad 
her, 

: ’ ' Tb® dove pf ppece tp^jmy lone Arl{, 

“ Th.e only star that made tlie stranp^er’s shy less dark.” 

and now% when on the eve of quitting thishmcl, T record the remem- 
Tbrances funiished by my sojourn in it. I can hardly believe that 
she is not by, to read, to comment, to suggest, as was her wont. 

I see thine eye still beaming I 
I hear thy voice’s tone ! 

It haunts me in my dreaming. 

It visits me alone. 

- Oh I o^it then he departed. 

WhUe thus thy form l| iee ? 

4, While thou art thus with me? 
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It is "but a delusion — 

I know thou dost not live I 
Xet love 1 the illusion, 

Beyond what truth could give-^ 

Loved as thou wast while nearer^ 

JVI y bosom now is taught, 

Thou can St be even dearer 
Enshrined in holy thought! . 

NOTES. 

(а) Ihese observations were actually addressed tome hyfaqir Aziz-d-din, and 
auepreservedtoshew the force of one good example above a ** huudred homilieip^,’'' 
The individual referred to in the text, is thus mentioned by Sir Walter Scott, in, 
a letter to Lord Montague, written in 1820 s— 

“ Sir Adam is well, and his circle augmented by his Indian brother, M^or Eex- 
gusson, who. has much of the family manner, an excellent importation, of course;, 
to Tweedside.”— (See Lockhart’s life of Scott) 

This was the o/ficer who cunimanded Sir Q* ^^Metealfe’sescoit when at 
Lahaur. 

(б) This attack was intended as a surprise, but the enemy were deceived as 
to British discipline. *J*he small party under Captain Pergusson (who, if re- 
port errs not, fought in his paejammas wJieii he received the wound reflSrred to 
by the fagir) quickly formed, and scalterod the assailants. Ranjit Singh was 
greatly enraged with the Akalis for this wanton attack on the camp of a &ieadlj 
guest, anti heaped on the fanatics every term of iibuse j. bu.t he chiefly upbraided 
them for cowardice, after having attacked the camp, to allow so small & party, 
about four hundred, to repulse so many tliousands of themi 

(c) This confidence in the truth and integrity of British officers has been, 
spread, even further than their power. The Bengal Artillery officer who, 
lately went from Herat to Petersburgh, found the feeling already eii^isting at 
Khiva. It may not be amiss to suggest the importance of not weakening ibla 
most valuable ally, by incautiously disseminating every rumour that may reach 
a camp or station. The credit of the officers of the British mission at Herat, re- 
ceived a severe shock in consequence of their luiving stated, on what they be- 
lieved unquestionable authority, that five hundred men had been killed in the 
battle of Bamian, when t!ie Ileratis afterwards ascertained that the nutqber kUl'* 
ed did not of that stated. 
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** MoMohi seldom sue in min.'*^^]&ellasis gets a romag commission, — One-half' 
ojihi mrld know not how the other half live The Bhonria^s tah„ 


'■ " The towers idf^^irozptir look down# 

On many a mile of subject land 
On cultured deld and- peopled town, 

<' • And on the Ghara^s silver sand. , ^ < 

. , The peasant tills a thankful soil, / 

: ' And safely reaps the field he sowed j 
• / Nor dreads^ to lose his early toil, 

Nor fears the armed Sikh*s inroad. 

It was not sodp lorpier: days, , ^ / ..-i. 

iFor, many a mouldering tower arddiid 
Attests the ruthless border frays 
That made each field a battle-ground.” 

M, S. 

Botli camps had broken \ip ; and on the morning of the 2iid 
of Kovemher, the two hanks of theSutluj, late teeming with life, 
and sj)iirkling with the pride aiid^pomp of the Maharajah's court , and 
the prouder, if less gaudy, array of the English Vicegerent, were 
* silent and forsaken ; the beautiful scenery of Eupar was again left 
r^ose, ot to Mtness the debaucheries of its savage lord, the 
Sikh Rajah, Bhiip Singh, one of the many lordlings citf the day who 
are a curse to the land they devour; ^ 

The night before the dispersion of the camps, the- Maharajah 
to me at a late hbiir ,* I was surprised, for although I knew 
that he of^Bn transacted huisinek with the Rajah or faqir at such 
untimely hours, it had not hitherto been my lot to he so disturbed ; 
however I immediately went, and found his Highness in his sleeping 
tent, half recHhidg against a large bolstohn a cJiarpai, Aziz-u-^din 
Mtting on the ground hf his side/ and ^^o attendants* in the dis- 
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Ah Bellasis !” was the greeting, as I was* ushered in by 
the waiting Bhaya, you have been quick, my friend, your Pesh- 
khema has gone off ; how is that 

“ The camp was broken up I understood, your Highnesss, and 
that I had a month’s leave of absence.” 

“ Yes, but why such haste ? wliich way do you 2 '>ropose to tra- 
vel ?” 

By Kapur talla to Lahaur, your Highness/* 

Ah, so I thought ; but 1 have an errand for you elsewhere, 
my friend ; here, sit by the faqir, he’ll tel you/’ 

I was in no very good humour at being disturbed from my bed, 
and in still worse at what seemed the canceling of my leave j btit 
when Monarcbs tel their servants to sit in their presence, they are 
seldom disobeyed ; I accordingly sat myself down beside Aziz-u-dm, 
who quickly perceiving the cloud on my brfw,. commenced mutter- 
ing a string of ejaculations, and pithy Sentences, as much with a 
view of giving hnnself time to put his speech into a pleasing and 
complimentary fox^,, as to let me recover my temper : meantime 
Raujit Sin]^ closed his one eye and slept, or affected to. sleep ; 
and the two attendants remained outside the tent. 

Ah at last opened out the faqir^ your iMal is 
great ; the light of the sun each day more brightly shines on you ; 
and my friend, as a scholar and a sage, knows that happy is the man 
on whom the royal favour is turned ; and withered the wretch from 
whom, it is averted/* 

Here I began to look very impati^t, but catching the faqir* s 
eye which twinkled iss much as to say, all this is a part of my busi- 
ness, be padentj” I waited, while he went on, “But tlie/S^a7riZ>is wise, 
and knows ^ riuth of al this ; his servant wil, therefore, explain 
that it is the M^arajah’s orders th^ttQplonel Belasis should travel 
to Lahaur by way of LudiSn^, "Wndni and Firozpdr ; it is many 
years since his Highness has visited the South bank of the Sutluj, 
he is therefore desirous of sending a trusty servant who can ob- 
serve and will faithfully report the state of affairs. You are desir- 
ed to keep a journal and to note eveiy occurrence, and above all to 
mark^.the state of the different forts belonging to the lieges, whe- 
ther they ai^e in a defensive condition, and especially whether any 
have been adde4 to, are now in progress of addition, in whici 
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latter case you are positively to forbid tbe measiirej and to the 
owner to the presence/' 

1 was thunderstruck ; the order in itself IvaS no very vexatious ■ 
one, and to niany would have been a boon ; but I did not like the 
kind of duty, and had made my arrangements for a month's holi- 
day, so I looked black ; the faqir observing my countenance, glanc- 
ed at me expressively, and remarked, I thought it would, be so, 
^ahib, that you would not have words to express your gratitude ; 
the Maharajah is reposing, we may retire ; if you will leave the 
as soon as I can collect my papers." I rose, and 
Wa&ed' and was not well out of the tent when I heard Ranjit 
turn round and chucldc something to the Secretary who shortly 
followed me : 1 did not conceal from him my annoyance, hut the 
old man taking me by the replifed, be patient, Sahih, it is all 
for your good ; the duty is a pleasaht, may be a very profitable 
one, and will keep the royal eye on ybii/' ; ; ' ^ 

It is a work, however, that I do not me^ to nndctfak^,'' I 
replied moodily. ' 

Hie fagir Was aghast, The Sahib is not mad ? he does not 
drink, or I should suppose him intoxicated." 

I laughed and replied, Truly ffakimji, you try my patience ; 
here have I made all my arrangements for one route, and you send 
me by another, double as long ; how apn I to take my wife ? and 
sMd I not be considered a j^y by the En^sh ?" • 

'Why, Sahib, 1 have arranged fp.r the lady, and have detain- 
ed your boats, wliich can take her comfortably to Firozpfir ; and 
for yourself, did you not tell me you had an invitation to Ludiana ?" 

Thanks for the boats, my good fiiend, and you are right as 
to "my invitation to Ludiana, hut how is that to frank me to Wudni, , 
and into tlie old castle at FirozpQr ? why,/^t^ Sabik, the two old 
women will use spells against me, mdjadu ktir me, unless indeed 
Captain Wade has me seized as a spy." 

The Sahib is not afraid," and the old man looked queerly at 
me. , , 

“ 'No fa^irji I am not ; but it is one thing to be a spy, another 
to be a soldier ^ I am Wffing to take my./ chance of being shot, but 
I have no desire to he hanged." % ; V / 

^f Yoo. Sahib are a strange race, there is not a Sgrd&r 
fr^ Atar Singhp pr Singh Majetia, downwards, that would 
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Slot jump at your mission ; and here you ohject as if you were of-* 
fered an injury/- 

“ Offer it then to them, I have no fancy for prying into other 
men’s halls/’ 

Aziz-u-din understood his work : like a skilful angler he gave 
me leave to exhaust ray pettishness, and then» when I paused,, gent^ 
ly drew towai*d^ me, * half reasoning, half flattering. I saw his 
game, and felt more than onci indined to turn restive upon him, 
but in the end he talked me over, so that I consented to let Mah- 
t^b go by water to Firozpur under a suitable escort, and agreed to 
make a rapid stretch round my destined course, so as to meet her 
in time at the rendezvous. The/agir had parwanahs ready fpr 
me desiring all Sardars, Jagirdars, Thanadars and others, exer- 
cising authority, or enjoying the Lahaur protection, to obey all or- 
ders given by the excellent Colonel Bellasis ; to throw open their 
castles and towers to him, to provide Mm with suitable escort, and 
all else that he may demand. , , ' 

Before noon, the da^, 1 had embarked my wife, and mount- 
ing a go, ; within the hour I had reached the ancient 
town of Ohamkpur, famed for its defence in the olden tim^ftiagainst 
the Delhi throne ; here I took a glance at the ancient hila^ mo- 
ralized after the usual fashion of travellers ; and changing my hack, 
for my good steed Chanda, rode him at a rattling rate to Machi- 
wala, likewise an old place, and one still thriving ; here I had ano- 
ther fresh horse, and before the sun was well down, was at the 

hospitajfle hoai^d of my friend, af Ludiana, , whp^^ : to enable 

him to entertain me, had got j>ennission to I’d in advance of his re- 
,giment, and himself accompanied me in my pleasant ride; it was al- 
most all in the Jeadar of the Sutluj, and in the rainy season would 
have been a yret .^camper, but now our ride was over a green and 
pleasantly varied country, the path being sometimes above, some- 
times below the high bank of ^e riye^r- 

At Ludiana I stayed but one day, \ and therefore was unable to 
examine it as .minutely as I vrished ; I had time, however, to per- 
ceive that the fort does po credit to its architect; and that the new 
town hSIs a forced and mushroom aspect ; hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of shops being empty, and many with fair and smooth fronts 
being roofless; the roads are had and dirty ; a moiety of the in- 
habitants are K^shmerians, a filthy, poisy, idle and litigious race ; 
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one bazar is fine and broad, the others are narrow and poor, much 
as in other -Native towns, except that they are more straight and 
regular. 

Early the second morning I shook my kind host by the hand^ 
and turning south-west, cantered across country to J agraon, a large 
and neat town of considerable trade, and in the middle of a rich 
tract of country, belonging to Fatteh Singh Aluwala : this Chief, 
not long before, had been discontented and even in rebellion ; on 
wjiich account Ranjit Singh was now jealous of his movements, and 
desired especially that I /should thoroughly observe and report on 
what was the condition and spirit of his extensive estates south 
of the Suliujy. (giving as they did such opportunity of intrigue. 

I found Jagraoh a very neat and thriving place; well walled against 
a Cavalry inroad; with a citadel, admirablyjuited to the times for 
which it was built, and, even now, imposing ; here I halted two days 
to allow my horses and servants to come up, and to make such en- 
quiries as I should deem requisite; I was treated with every )^espect 
and attention by the authorities, and during my stay picked up a 
good deal of inforniation ; I was astonished at the extent and va- 
lue of the Aluwala Wrritory in this qun?^er,, spreading like a net 
from the Mamdot border to the Jamna> and commanding the se- 
veral roads into Hindostdn. 

I then made a morning’s ride to Wadni, and found there a ra- 
th^ ext^sive foft, built of burnt brick, in good order; it was inter- 
esting to me from the sad and varied., for time of its liominal owner, 
Sada .Konwar, Ranjit Singh’s mother-in-law and the maker of his 
fortunes, who then was, and had long been, a prisoner. From Wad- 
ni I nearly retraced my steps, turning Nortli, and giving Jagraon 
a wide berth to my right, 1 rode across llie open plain to Dharam- 
kot, a royal demesne, with a small ludf-mud, half-brick fort of no 
strength, but with a considerable, though dishevelled town attach- 
ed. Here again I halted a day, and, to the horror of the grain* 
dealers, witnessed the opening of two grain pits ; these deposits are 
male in seasons of plenty, the pits being dug in any high dry spot, 
filled, and covered over, and sometimes left untouched for years ; 
•when opened the local authorities get a fourth, and the ovtier ge- 
nerally sells thefmainder at such enhanc!&d price as amply repays 
him. for the original outlay with interest and expenses ; these depo- 
ate^^e great resource of the country against famine, and hut 
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for tte arbitrary and heavy exactions above noted, (which eventu- 
ally fall on the consumer) would be more numerous, and do much 
to relieve the plague of hunger which periodically depopulates the 
border, as it does many parts of Hindustan. The owners and autho- 
rities in this instance were not a little astonished, that, bearing a 
royal order for free quarters, I neither asked for an3rthing, nor 
seemed to expect soorsat, or fee of any kind j the first fright there- 
fore of those interested being over, I was overwhelmed with 
politeness. 

Two hours hefoiu day-light the second day, I started "with the 
moon ; at seven miles on my right was Isa-Kh^-ke-kot, a small 
walled town, of very had fame, belonging to the AluwMa Chief ; by 
the light of the moon I rode through, and with some difSdhIty 
across the town ; for, its limits being contracted, it is more ihan usu- 
ally crowded ; I then dismounted, and cUmhed the rampart, which is 
only a wall of five feet thickness, with a breastwork on it of scarce 
a foot, and talcen as an average t>f the defences of walled 

tmvns on the border ; the entrance gateTOy is large and imposing, 

‘ and has rooms offering some accommodation above, firom the roof 
of which must be an extensive view ; enabling the marauded (who 
receive shelter within the walls, and harass the neighbourhood by 
their predatory incursions) to see the coming traveller, and to make 
their arrangements for meeting him. Half an hour of day-light 
remained, when I was again in my saddle, and cantering along mth 
a single orderly. At about a kos from Isa-Khau-ke-kot I saw 
some persons lying almost naked on the hare ground, in font ^onps, 
each of two oir three persons; and, beside each, some glittering 
substances, like small fish ; the noise of our horses* hoofs roused 
one of the sleepers, but he did not speak : I hailed Mm as to who 
or what he was 
. Bohuryas, my liOi'd." 

“ What are you doing here 
Hunting, please your Excellency, here is our shikar*' 

“ Bhlhar^ what shikar f and what are those shining things by 
your side ?** 

“ Our shikar^ Sahih^ they are Sandas,'' and at my bidding he 
brought me two large disgusting looking creatures, in shape and fea- 
tures like lizards5(<») but as large as rats, several hundrcdl of which 
were lying by the men, each of whom, Oxcept the speaker, had his 
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wife and cHldren with him. The Saiidas are, I helieye, the sg^me 
reptile that in Sonth America and in the Bakhaii is pretty freely eat 
en ; and is known to Englishmen as the Guana ; my cuiio.sity. was 
excited at the heaps that lay around, so I asked the Sawar who 
was with me, Do you eat them ? and do others ?*’ 

They do, hut Hindus and Mahomedans do not,” replied my 
orderly. 

“ Theyll he ‘had before •they can he eaten,” I observed. 

The Bohurya grinned, “ They are not dead, Sahih^** and he 
gave pne a nudge to make it stir ; the poor reptiles must, tlierefore, 
have been half killed, and left to linger to preserve them untainted 
till required*, was reflecting on the cruelty of man, and looking 
5n wonder o:^ 'the whole scene before me, and thinking on the 
wretched lot -of the hunters, and of the mothers and cliildren ly- 
ing almost without clothing on the hare ground beside the men. 
The Bohnryah, however, who had been addressing me appeared to 
have no companions ; he had his whole heap of li^dng matter to 
lilmself. The day was just dawning, and while f was thus cogitat- 
ing, I saw the Bohurya questioning my attendant, and lieard him 
repeat Bellasis.” I threw him a rupee and cantered on, but had 
not gone a hundred yards nntii we were stopped by the loud cries 
of the Bohurya who came rushing breathlessly up as we slackened 
4>ur pace, “ Will the Sa/iid forgive his slave ?” 

^^^Vifnrgiv^ what? don't; tease nie, I have no time for fpoleiy.” 

“ The does not recollect his slave, hut may I %eak ? and 
'shall I be pardoned ?” 

As far as I am concerned, if you slew my brother, but he 
jqjuck f see, is inqip^tient.” 

' Enough, your slave is Anm Bohurya | the S'aAiif will recol- 
lect he honoured me with his notice at the trial.” 

“ Ah, what brings you here ? hut I have no time now ; follow 
me to Eiro^phr, and here,” pitching him another rupee, is an 
of your safety.”- , S§i.ying this I touched my horse's flank 
and pushed oh, hut turning round perceived the poor wretch with 
both hands to Bs head placing it repeatedly pn the ground^ Before 
sunrise I was at Jeera, a large town, a httlc to the left of the road ; 
if a mud very much in decay ; T hem merely changed 
^4.jspofce for a few ^uies to the Th^iaadk. The place 
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witli jsome adjohiing-temtoxy is ajagir of Kowr Sher SinghX in 
consequence of which the Thaiiadar and his subordinates were in- 
cKned to take some airs, but I put them, down instantly, and order- 
ed the former to attend me to Firozphr. The country shortly be- 
yond this assumed a much wilder and more uncultivated aspect ; 
around me the lands were bare, but far on my right I could see 
heavy coarse grass, and on my left a forest of small jungle and un- 
derwood ; at three miles from Jeera we passed Mehrsingwala, and 
then entered a forest of small trees, many of them little more tlian 
underwood; one kind (the is of the Bahul (Mimosa} 

species, but of inferior quality ; the rest, the and Kureel are 

hardly fit for firewood, and useful for notliing else» This forest 
lasted with little interruption till we passed the small fort and vil- 
lage of Khl, and the village of Shersingw^la on our right, when 
we entered on a wide open plain, generally quite bare, but with- 
occasional patches of grass ; the plain is cut transversely by a deep, 
narrow, canal-like Tmlah^ which, in its windings, we had more 
than once to cross ; as we entered this plain, we could, at a distance 
of eight miles, p^ceive the towers of Firozpfir. 

. The day was yet early, and the air was cool ; I therefore rode 
leisurely 'across the plain, and was surprized at the absence of all 
cultivation, though, here and there, was the appearance of old well^ 
and relics of little towers attached to each ruin ; they and their 
wells were equally dilapidated. 

The R^ui sent as a deputation to give me the istahhdl^ her 
adopted son and the Master of her Horse, neither of them very 
faking look&g ^Slows : and their followers were a T 6 ry tag-rag set, 
73doxe like bandits than followers of a Queen ; I was shewn to a 
neat little bdradurl in a newly laid out garden, north of the town, 
close to a tank, which the Rani was then excavating, to leave in 
memory or herself and husband, as they ha# no childreli. 

Before I had well finished niy br^k^t,' I observed a nearly 
naked, spare, sinewy man, coming at an easy swinging pace up to 
the baradurL I at once recognized the Bohurya, and gave orders 
for Ms enteitaxnmeiit : in the afternoon, not feeling disposed for any 
employifient I summoned my new retainer, and from his own lips 
gathered a tale that may take its place here, as a fresh illustrati^on 
of the land of my sojburnings. 
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THE BOHUEYA'S TALE. 

Wliere I was boni, or who was my father, is more than I can 
tell the Sdhih Bahadur ; hut my earliest recollections are of the 
neighbourhood of Delhi, when the party with which I dwelt hover- 
ed around the tombs of the old city during the day, and at night 
entered into the farangi cantonment, or gleaned what they could 
from the townsfolk ; at times we got rich booty, and again wa 
would be for months without success ; living o n such vermin as 
you saw me, Sahib ^ collecting last night ; my father, or rather my 
owner, for he did not conceal from me that no hloocl of his ran in 
my veins, was the leader of the band : Bhiitenda I understood to 
be theii* head-quartei-s, and nil large towns and cantonments their 
haunts ; our harvest was a double one, we were thief- catchers as well 
as thieves ; our kinsmen were the Chohidars in many of the wealth- 
iest houses of the territory, and our hardiest and expertest hands 
were trackers, employed hy the Magistrates, sub- 
ordinates. Ah, Sahib I it makes me laugh even at this day, when 
I think of the funny p ranks we played ! and of how wq managed the 
police. I will tell you one of them, as it will interest you more than to 
hear that we starved ^to-day, feasted to-morrow, that I was'thrashed 
and fostered at the will of one who used me very much as he did his 
tattoo, and would have cut my throat when useless, as readily as 
he would that of his broken down quadruped; Sipigtia was his (mj 
foster fether's) name, he was a sparc?>miall man, apparently worn 
»ut, but possessed of immense powers of endurance ; between dawn 
and star-light I hare dragged myself forty has at Ms heels. I hated 
him, how could I else ? but his genius commanded me ; he was in- 
deed; a noble robber, a profound deceiver, a most skiMul tracker ; 
the genius by which he manage d to deceive Ins own pursuers, en- 
abled Mm to detect the futile attempts at concealment of those 
against whom he was employed ; and little as he cared for any one 
living, and difficult as it w^ould have been to ascertain what he lov- 
ed, what his object in life was, still he had the point of honor that 
forbad him (unless for a decided object,) to betoy or to assist in 
competing those of his own tribe ; Ghjar, d^t, Mewattz and^Eangur, 
however, and aD the other host of marauders, were fair shikar for 
Suhgtia Bohurya, and aH came just as kindly to his net. But to' my 
: In a certain suhin'b of Delhi lived ah old Pathan ffimi- 
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ly ; tliey were poor but respectable, cbance threw Sungtia into their 
company and made him useful ; they were grateful, as much so as- 
a proud Moslem could be to one he considered more impure thaa 
a Christian, worse than a Hindu ; Sungtia was, in his way, proud ; 
the pride of talent and of energy diste nded liis' meagre and stunted 
person, as did his Affgliau blood the goodly form of Hustam 
Khan. In one of his visits the Bohmya cahght a glance of the 
daughter of his host, was smitten, and at another time was detect- 
ed attempting an interview ; he was beaten with shoes from the 
premises, and warned of a worse fate if he again trespassed ; 
“ when I again enter, your shoes shall be pat to another pur- 
pose was his cool and taunting reply, as Sungtia humed into the 
street. 

My father (so I call him) was wary ; slowly and surely hse 
worked, he had an able coadjutor in the Magistrate, who loved 
forms more thaax realities ; law more than justice ; indeed had not 
such a gliarih panmr been in office, how could poor Bohmyas 
have existed ? Sjmgtia had long had his eye on a certain w^ealthy 
Bankei^. in the OMndni Chouk ; he wanted a few of his money 
hags, hut now he cared less for the treasure than for reveuage-^in 
fact he was resolved to plunder the dwelling, and fix the outrage 
on Rustam Kh^n ; a night was se ttled for our gang to do the job ; 
3^ was a dark' stormy one, no star was visible ; we had already 
prepared our measures by burying a bag of rupees in a corner of 
the Pathan's dwelling, through the instrume ntality of his Choki-- 
davy who was a Bohmya, though he passed as a Mewittti ; we had 
seientj men that night employed > two small parties, each of a 
dc^en of our boldest comrades, covered the approaches to the two 
nearest thanah* stations ; a string of thirty men completely cut off 
our victim’s dwelling from iieigh]:>ourly assistance, or from any 
chance aid ; some few stout raw hands kept as carriei^ ; and 
six expert and experienced leaders entered the dwelling, the door 
of which they found r eadj open, and the two Barlcandazes^ who 
should have watched, in a heavy sleep on the ground, caused by a 
drugged potion administered by an ally within. Our friends pro- 
ceeded direct to the zenana roof, where the old Banker slept, seized 
him, and on peril of liis life, forbad him to utter a word^ or do 
more than shew the spot in which tlxat day jewels to the amount 
of eleven thousand rupees had been deposited ; and cash to a 
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somewhat greater extent ; the old man refnsed, swore he was pooty, 
and had nothing but his cooking utensils in the house to which his- 
friends were welcome ; my father gave the signal to put a ehillief 5 J 
bag over the Banker's head ; one instant it waS applied in' spite 
of the victim's struggles ; and being removed^ he was asked if he 
would now shew his hoards ; the big drops of agony falling from 
his brow, the old man told his tormentors to follow hini, shewed 
them the treasure, which was seized, and in less time than I have 
taken to describe the occurrence, the box was emptied, and the des- 
poilers had separated into different parties ; not meeting again 
ontii they reached an old tomb agreed upon. 

My father, however, never left the town ; he and two or three- 
others had) by a circuitous route, gained the hovel in which they 
resided before the lazy thanadar was roused, and, in compliance 
with the Banker's desire, was endeavouring to trace the course of 
the spoilers ; Oh we shall make nothing of these vafiot!^ tranks, 
Chund R§-ra," said the head policeman to his subordinafe ; we- 
iBtost have Sungfeia Bohurya as desired, Chund Ram went for 
father as he had often before done ; and found him in a heavy 
sleep, and in no good humour at being disturbed ; when, however, 
he was well awakened, and told the value of the prize, and there- 
fore the probable amount of the salvage, or at least of the reward, 
his professional pride and avarice seemed excited, and calling to- 
his feEows loudly, he told them to be up and stirring, for there was 
good on foot. They accompanied; the J>olicev and :^4cting 

for a time to heat about the premises, and to go first one way and 
then another, they at last followed with but little hesitation the 
wreU defined tracks of four pair of feet ; and well they niigdit, for 
i #e shoe^ had been abstracted, and placed on men As nearly as pos- 

able filling them, during the early part of the night ; and been 
thus used to make prints right up to the PathAn's house, into the 
threshold of which they were then thrown ; hut I see, Sahih^ tlmt 
I am becoming tiresome, so it may he enough to say that w’e not 
only gained a largfe booty, and were never so much as suspected of 
the robbery ; btit that we had the pleasure of seeing the proiid old 
Moslem and hia gay sons i*attling their chains as they pounded 
hunhwc on the high road. It was a favoiirfte recreation of my res- 
'^■pectod fatheris to mount his tattoo, and go and look at the 

at virorkj and congratulate his old friend on the com- 
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fortahh. berth he had procm-ed him ; we tlms picked up many use- 
fiil^ acquaintances ; and were able to do theni numerous good of- 
fices, and could at any time effect the release of oiir friends, either 
by watching, opportunities to help them to loosen their fetters, or 
by directly bribing their guard to let the prisoners escape, or eren 
to desert with them. I was but a boy in those times, my lord, 
and, as I have said, was not afways over daintily treated, hut 
still there was an excitement in the work tliafc I enjoyed : evil days 
however came on our gang ; success had piade us rash ; we neg- 
lected the arts by which we had risen, and soon paid the forfeit. 

Our boldness had excited attention ; our old coadjutor the Ma- 
gistrate was promoted to be a Judge ; the new one turned out the 
Kotwal and his crew, but that was of little consequence ; we wei*e 
soon as intimate with the new police as with the old, and it was 
-our own imprudence, and treachery in our camp that caused our 
downfall. 

The citizens of Delhi fini^ng that the police would not take 
care of thero^ set tjiemaelves more actively to take care of them- 
selves, and h^an to he more careful as to the persons they em- 
ployed as Chokidars'; in short my father’s time was come, his 
web was spun, and the old man was killed in a night attack on a 
house whose inmates had got information of our intention. 

Without an able leader we soon lost credit with the po- 
lice, and even ceased to rely on each other, as it was clear there 
was a spy in the band ; \ve therefore separated ; I mth two or three, 
others came Northwards, and have since generally kept to the 
Banks of Ah Sutluj ; uhfil, shortly hefi|e the accident that unfoi*- 
tuhately hefel the Sahib;, 1 was induced to cross the river, and 
join the hand that undertook to destroy my Lord — ^he knows the 
rest : why should the slave then dilate further than to shew hovr 
he is now in the presence ? The circumstances were thus ; when old 
Daudawar Singh resumed his chaage at K^ngra, he was astonished 
to find several score of prisoners kept at the public expence ; sav- 
ing my lord’s presence he laughed at the farangi fashion, and 
ordered us all to be turned adrift, on payment of fines propor- 
tionate to our means, Or rather to our ostensible means, desiring that 
all who could not or would not pay should be hamstrung— I was 
poor, and seemed poorer, hut I paid down twenty-five nanicshaliies^ 
and am now at the Sahih*s service as ready and bold a hand. 
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tliotigli I say itj as any on tlie bor<ler ; wlietlier it Le to bunt man. 
or beasty to endure bunger or fatigue ; of tbe latter qualification 
the Sa/db has this day bad a specimen ; and in tbe long chase we 
gave Aliterdi Khan there was surely proof of endurance and even 
of ability; the ^akib looks suspicious, hut bis slave can be honest, if 
it is worth his while to be so, and he feels no greater ambition 
than to obey the bold Colonel Bellasis/' 

Such was the wretch's statement, when separated from much 
of its irrelevant matter ; I did, as the fellow remarked, look doubt- 
ingly upon him ; hut after some reflection I desired him to he 
feeling that I might want such blood hounds ; I therefore 
ordered that lie should he clothed and fed, and told him that he 
should receive four rupees a month for food ; and as he worked 
should be re\v^rd*ed» 

]sr 0 T E s 

(a) According to Sir W. Jones, lizards formed partof the food of the Arabs. 

That a race of men Tazh or Koursem as the Persians call them, who drank the 
milk of camels, and fed on lizards, should entertain a thought of subduing the 
kingdom of Feridun, was considered by tbe General of Yeozdegird’s army, as 
the strongest instance of fortune’s levity and instability ,” — Asiat JHesearckeb', 
Yol, u. p, 16. 

Pishes, and other aquatic animals without scales, are considered unclean in 
the East, as they also are considered in the law of Moses. 

{b) ChilUe is the pod &om which red pepper {Kyan) is made ; a bag of chil« 
lies hung over their victim’s heads was the Maljratta favourite mode of e^jLtracting 
treasure— tbe fashion is jiot unknown to other rufiians. ' 
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SeUmk turns over some more haves in the volvme o f human Ufe, venture to 
prme. a liUUt draws a picture that soTns will think unnaturah-^FrospeTily does not 
oLi^fSys eordrihvte to happiness. 


And-witb his dying breath, resigned 
The wreck of power he left behind 
To Lachman Konwr the fond, the true, 
lyhose love’s full spring-tide never knew 
The ebbs and flows, the flaws and starts, 

That win and idienate men’s hearts ^ 

But, in a stream, deep, full and clear, 

. lieiiected back one image dear.” 

;'o ' Jf. By, 

^ Clasps me a little longer on the hrinls^ 

€Xf fate,^ while I can feel thy dear caress ; 

And, when this heart has ceased to beat, oh I think, 

And let it mitigate thy woe’s excess, 

♦ That thou, to me hast been all tenderness, 

And friend, to more than mortal friendship just j 
Oh, by that retrospect of happiness, ^ . 

And by the hope of an ipimortal trust, 

. ; God shak assuage thy pings, when l am laid in dmtl 

* , ' ^ \ , Half could I bear, methinks, to this earth, 

Aiul thee, more loved than aught beneath the sun, 

< If I had lived to smile but on the birth 
. Of one dear pledge. And shall there then be none 

In after times— no gentle little 0|ii4» 

To climb thy kneesi ^dlook resenrbling me 

Campbell, 

And now, Haying' sHetcHetlthe Bolinrya, I will try to giro some 
notion of the country and institutions of which he, and the many ' 
who resemble him, axe the offspring. The little prindjalify of 
Firozpur, in which I now found myself, is a fair spedmon ctf' the 
Sikh and border system, and I will enter into some details of a 
territory that is no'w familiar to the Conipany*s servants, in order 
to give an idea of otlxer Sikh States^ little known to Europeansr 

VP 
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The nominal extent of the old Rani's kingdom ‘Was a hundred 
square miles, but not one tenth ,of that land was in the undisputed 
possession of Lachman Konwar; indeed the town-lands alone could 
be called her's, and were cultirated by families living within the 
town, and crowded even into the ditch of the fort. The town, 
therefore, though of great antiquity, was at the time I visited it, 
little more than an assemblage of Zamindars' Jiuts, mixed np with 
a few Banyans shops, and overhung by an old crumbling fortress, 
crammed to the throat with dogs, filth ajid old women. 

di paid my respects to the and found her very 

conversable,' addressing me though, she did from behind a thick 
hood thrown over her face. She told me she was a friend of 
the Maharajah's, but that her territory rejoiced in the British 
protection ; her subjects, she said, were rebellious and idle, 
more apt to fight than to pay then due% and bein^ all Mahome- 
dans, paid but little respect to a woman and.a SiHmij; the|: had 
broken her husband's heart, and in her ahsence? riiey had^ ^ 
h?fer eneniy into the fortress, and, but for the British, would have de- 
prived her of her right* They haY| ever been a rebellious race” 
continued the old lady, aiid are hot the subjects for a woman's 
rule ; would that I had half the lands in my own country on the 
pleasant andpeacefol banks of Jamna !” (a) The old lady finding I 
listened, was rather more diflfiise in her narrations and complaints 
than I need here be ; siiffice it that I paid her the more respect 
that I ndthor heard^^ ht i Fhozpiir, ndri^nnjny road of any of the 
abominations occurring under lier rule that wore so common 
elsewhere ; for whether it was as a woman, or as a stranger and of 
a different religion, among a wild and fdgh-spirited people, she 
rhjed ^wirii moderari and seemed < tp be more respected than 
those who received more iip-serviept 

I ascended the mof of Lacliman Konwar's palace, if a couple 
of little rooms, each about fifteen feet by nine, and as many high, 
may he so called ; and from the top had a good .^ew of the sur,- 
rounding country, of its desolation nf its endless bare plain, varied 
only by ihw and single trees, and by fewer and wretched village 
jfites, which at large intervals covered, rather than ornamented 
the cofintfy ; the watch-towers already mentioned were the most 
sfrilriiig points in the landscape, and gave fearful proof of the in- 
security of all arotmd 5 ia the distance Soufir-west, tha towers 
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of Mutadote were just perceptible^ the only other object of note 
was the Kot of Duichi, a large Dogar village, two miles north of 
the town of Firozpur, its inhabitauts, nominally dependent, were 
always in rebellion against the Rani's authority as they had ever 
been against every ruler* Many of these rude people, whose clan 
forms the majority of the Firozpur population, were hanging about 
the outer Court of the Rani's dwelling while I was ’^re ; their 
appearance Struck me ; their immense noses and large strongly 
marked features^ their spare but athletic frames, and their bold in- 
dependent bearing, all brought to my mind legends of the gallant 
deeds of their reputed ancestors the Ghohans of Delhi. 

There was an air of poverty and of sq^ualidne'ss all around Fi- 
rozpur ; scarcely a thriving shop in the town, and not one acre in 
thirty of the land under cultivation ; the inhabitants seeming to 
prefer waiting on Providence, doing anytbnig bitt work, and fol« 
lowing any pursuit but that of industry, and yet there was a some- 
thing in’ the place that interested me, and there was much in the 
old Rani's situation that excited my bests 3 nnpathies. Towardseven- 
ing 1 pursued my way to the of Barake, five miles from fhe 
town ; the first two ran nearly north, over high and tolemi^y cul- 
tiyated lands, with good crops of wdieat and barley on them, hut 
without any fixed road or i)alh between the fields ; my way then 
inclined to the west for a mile, over a coarse grassy Kadir coun- 
try, and then in the same direction for two miles, over a deep heavy 
sand. On the first part of my journey from the town, I met large 
flocks of cattle moving in to the walled inedosme % , proie<S6n 
during the flight V coWs and oxen seemed very mtieh more nu- 
merous than the population, and the sheep and goats scarcely less 
so : as I iiow^ approached the ferry, I beheld with pleasure my 
own flag waving over my wife's boat, safely moored beside ten 
or twelve passage boats. , . , , . s , . . 

I found Mahtab well and comfortable ; she had been five days 
making tbe voyage from Eupar, including one whole day, she hail- 
ed at Tiliara, to visit again the scenes of our upward voyage ; the 
weather had been unsettled; and the river had very much fallen 
during our stay at Rupar, but there was still ample water for her , 
boats, and, unused as sbe was to such conveyance, she foflnd the 
trip as comfortablfl a one,, as loving wife could do in her husband's 
absence. • : 
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We halted for a day at Barake Ghat for the d.ouhfe j)tcq)OS^ 
of enabling me to make out my report for the Maharajah, and to 
observe the nature of the ferry and the extent of traffic that passed 
it . ' , ‘ 

The village of Baxake is a large Dogar settlement, divided in- 
to three hamlets, called Ohyneke, Syteke and Barake Khas ; they 
are situated at intervals of about half a mile from one another, but 
the lands of all are in common ; five thousand acres may be the 
area, half in the Kadir^ half in the high ground ; the latter por- 
has six or eight wells, around each of which a few acres are 
cultivated, and perhaps five hundred acres of the low land may be 
loosely so, but no care or labour is expende d, the groimd be- 
ing merely scratched up, and the seed then thrown in to take its 
chance; the produce consequently is seldom above ten or twelve 
maunds, when it might he twenty of eyenijrhty, and lio such thing 
is known as raising a second crop in the year on the same ground. 

^ The population of the three hamlets may be five hundred Do- 
gars, MacMs and Mallahs ; the latter as their name denotes are 
boatmen, they also fish, one division of them with nets, another 
only ivith hooks* The Machis are morfe Ugrieultural and domestic, 
working as servants, cooks and labourers ; the lordly Dogurs, who 
form the majority, sit, smoke, sleep and talk during the day under 
the half dozen meagre Barkaen trees that adorn their villages, and 
sally out at night to avenge their real or fancied wrongs, ig carry 

eff their .mlighhoursf; 

lose as much as they gmn by such practices, for the tinkers of the 
country are expert, and for one cow or buffalo that they steal, they 
are liable, in retaliation to lose a flock ; they, are the village maUk» 
in the Fifozpur. territory, and for solne miles along the river on 
either side, and eke out their means by their hereditary right ^ to a 
third of the village produce, and by the yAi and milk ifrom tbeir 
large flocks ; but as I have said, their loved pursuit is plunder, 
even tlrough they must know it is little productive They follow^ 
it, IpS^ume, for its excitement, and are known to undergo more 
danger and in their unlawfujl enterpiizes than in more legi- 

timate pursuits^ would gain them a fair competence ; their common 
we^pn. is .the sword and shield, and in their raids they are gene^ 
rally accompanied by anotlrer class whom I omitted before to mo- 
tion,.! mean the scavengers of the village, here called chula^^^ md 
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dsewliBre faiown as halalMor^ hhakrob^ and all over India^m- 
"J)loj(ed asguides, watchmen, and carriers. In this parfc of the counts 
they are apeculiarljhardy and bold race, they profess no particu- 
lar religion, pursuing at a humble dist^ance the rites of the Musal- 
inan, Hindu or Sikh, according to the leading tenets of the village 
they inhabit, or rather of the suburb they are permitted to defile ; 
they are to all intents slaves here ; and indeed throug|iLOi®t Ipdia, 
they are the property of the village or of the liege Lord^ just as so 
many cattle, are scarcely better cared for, and much worse 
thought of ; their only safeguard, indeed^ he ing the facility with 
which they cau move to a neighbouring or hostile teriitory, in which 
case their secession, or abduction is looked on quite in the light c# 
§0 many head of oxen being stolen ; as I passed by more than one 
place in my late ride, I found the inhabitants warm on the loss, by 
such means, of a portion of their hereditary bondsmen.” 

Strange as it may appear, tmder radii inurture, scantily fed and 
clothed, and from infancy loqfeed^n and treated as vermin, these 
people (Chulahs) are hardy, bold, and enterprizing ; like wolves 
they mre from childhood, put in’ a defensive position, if ^ey are 
starved fcy their village masters, they must, in self-defeno^, steal 
with them or horn them, plunder the crop th^y are set to watch,^ 
or live joiniy .on the enemy in their excursions with their masters,* 
who in their raids seldom touch gmin, or eatables, or indeed any- 
thing, hut cattle and coin. 

The Chulah weapon is a light, short spear, or more fir^nentjy 
a heavy, ironAeaded the latter, though formidable in 

appearance, is really less effective tban a lighter and more handy 
jstick, being top heavy and requiring great strength to wield it 
with effect 

:■ But I have quite, ran a.way,from 
tions, which are ahdut a mile^antd hajfifrom it; the ferry is just 
hdow the termination of a Eewly formed Island, five miles long, 
and averaging half a mile broad ; this Island is covered with high 
ranli grass, and is frequented by tigers, who feed upon hog-de^, 
and on the cattle driven there from both sides for pasturage ; 
the ferry at this time, (early in November,) was three huiadred 
yards wide, but in the rainy season the stream is not less two ' 
aaailes broad, and mm with a force of not less than five nijiles an 
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jfiour ; now it is sluggish, the passage to anii fro in the rains does 
not take less than six hours, now half an hour is sufficient. 

Barake had been wrested from the Firozpur Estate, its ruler 
therefore lost the yaluable transit duties, which are now divided, 
or contested by the Kassur and the Khye Chiefs ; the right of the 
latter I cannot understand, as no part of his territory here touches 
the river, the village of Barake having been seized by the KhAa of 
Mumdot, however such is the case at present, and a valuable per- 
quisite it is, to be able to levy from live amias to' as many rupees 
every camel-load passing ; paskminahs^ and groceries 

pay the higher rates, grain the lower ; every different article pay- 
ing a distinct duty. 

This ghat is still / a considerable thoroughfare, hut it labours 
• under several disadvantages, not the least being the heavy drag of 
deep sand for two miles on the Eiro^pm: .side ; many an inroad has 
been made at this passage where, by crossing at the Island, or at a 
point ju^t below^ a bold Cavalry will, for three months in the year, 
find no difficulty in crossing, as the catrlc stealers indeed do through- 
out the year ; Pak Patau, however, about one hundred and twenty 
mi](rs bclf>vv by the river, was the great thoroughfare of the older 
invaders of India, as Iliirrikl, thirty miles above, has been of later 
,||fimes; the latter is now the chief mercantile passage, employing 
from twenty to thirty flat-bottomed boats, being three times the 
mmaher in use at . 

‘'''But'>i%;readerA:aniLys^-bei^ tirade 

on robbers, and their haunts and routes ; she begged me more 
4han once to put down my pen and talk to her, but I put on one 
of my w^iniiuig smiles and told her I writing of her, of what a 
'- good Ettle Wife shfe is, And how" she is airehdy able to act as my 
Secretary, and is better to me than a Mokafiz daftar ; . she smiled 
^ a real sunny - smile, and told me not to banter my little, wife : but 
I was, and told her I was, quite in earnest ; and as evening ap- 
proapKd, we ascended the choppered roof of our boat, on the top 
of which had been prepared, by the iM^faqir's care, a nice platform 
of planks witli a surrounding railing. There we sat for hom'S, eMng 
the freft breezes of evening, watching the sun touching the hori- 
zon, and theit copnting star after star as it arose ; the names' of 
mAny vvere not uftnown to Mahtah, and I loved to teach her r the 
litfie I knew, and explain hovy* they are applied by Europi^as to 
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Bolre so tamj interesting questions of our own limited spliere ; 
the dear creature Would press closer to me and say, and shall 
we, my. own husband, inhabit one of those .bright spots together ? 
shall we there know no cares, no fear ?” 

Perhaps so, darling,” said I, as I drew her closer up to me, 
but it matters little for the locality ; if through him in whom 
we beliere, we are receired into his own abode, we know that we 
shall have perfect peace, purity, and love ; will not that be hap- 
piness ?” , 

‘‘Yes, .my husband, and when w^e are harassed hy parting, and 
the fear of it, I love to think of heaven, and of that blessed assur- 
ance in the book you taught me, they shall go no more out thence.” 
She looked upwards, and then said, I try not to let distrust aiid 
fear darken our present happiness, but I cannot always banisji the 
foreboding that tells me I must soon leave you. Oh, how I have 
dwelt on the thought of having your child laid in my bosom, of first 
hearing its voice, of shewing it to you 

“ And so aiijnfflhef i test dearest, why should it not V" 

“ I know not why, I suppose it is only bodily weakness that 
depresses me.” . 

• <c. Xry my own Mahtab, to trust in the most Merciful, that all 
will be well 1” « > ' \ 

Yes, dearest, all ^11 he wdt, I know, whatever the re- 
sult. Without this assurance, could I keep my senses for a 
day, when I think, of the peril and anguish that await me ? 
Does not our book call this hope , “ the .^chor of sptd ?” 
And her lovely face beamedg; with Mth >and ,k then 

added more composedly, “ A short time wiE now realize my 
fears, or disperse them ; and in the mean time, my love, 
my life, let us be together ; only let us be together, and my 
human fears will not then, I hope, interfere with lny heavenly 
tnist.” There wus a piteousn ess in the tones of Mihtab, but there 
was more of love and devotionin her sweet face, than even her words 
expressed ; I kissed away Jxer tears, bade her be comforted, and 
tolddier that whatever should separate us, it would not he of my 
seeking, or without her consent. Thus did we tal^ and while 
away the time, the bright smile again came to her brow, and she 
.bade me tell of my own land, of my own people : “ I ^ buta 

foolish girl, and cannot help that these weak thoughts should come 
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oyer me, now tliat I have so mmeh to live for so much to love, it 
relieves my heart to tell you all ; and oh, perhaps it may he so^ 
that quieter times may come, and that we may live to see your 
home, and that your sisters will receive the wild mountain girlJ* 
That they will, my Mthttb, and he proud to do so ; would 
they not, they should he no sisters of mine f and then I would tell 
of that home I had left as a hoy, that I had returned to as a man,, 
just to see it before it became desolate, its members all scattered 
with new ties, new cares, . the head of it in the dust ; the mother 
slill the centre of her scattered familywith her children's children 
in every still a lonely, almost a desolate being ; yes, 

what is life, its gains and pleasures ? we bring up our children,, 
pray that they may he spared to ns — ^for what ? to leave us before: 
we are well become acquainted, to he consequently stranger^ 
to us for life, looking on father and mo their, not as loved friends,, 
hut as persons to pay their way, and to remittanc- 
es' with, heavy advice!''’,/ / ' 

I did not ti’oahle Mahtah with all tliese profound refiections,^ 
fcht in intervals of silence, my thoughts involuntaaily took such 
lum ; and what is uppermost will out, so gentle reader you must 
be the victim. 

■ The night was well worn before we left the roof of our boat 
and I was scarcely asleep before I was somewhat rudely disturbed 
by h i^ecial messenger from the Maharajah; accustomed to such 
niotetaticm i/took thq; de^pa|ic%^ ^ under my pillow, 

again turned myself to rest ; hut I was not to be so permitted, 
and for a time was kept a\yake by the repeated and surly 
appHcations of the Bhaya for an answer ; I desired that he 
sfeqrtd . go to ^ steep as I was doing, and that in 

the morah^ te ahotdd receiTO his orders ; the fellow was loud 
and saucy, and I could hear him tell my that he 

was not used to deliver his credentials to servants, and that he 
would iot; put up with the farangi airs, even though t inight he a 
favoi:^ei I affected only to know that the man wanted an answer, 
and called Outigood humouredly, give him a good khana^ sOme 
liquor,^ comfortable char]pdti^ mid. h^ll be: in a better humour 
in the morning . the soft word had the usual effect : “ 

dulcet touts wasihe reply, and once more I turned ;|0jmd 
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^ Betimes I was stirring, and what was my surprize on opening 
the despatch to readj “ The IchairTclmahi of the good Bellasis has 
not been unohserved, the royal tongue acknowledges it, and it is 
registered in the archives of the State : under his Highness's rule, 
worth never goes unrewarded ; and it is his pleasure to honotn 
those who have been obedient and faithful ; and who has been 
more so than the and valiant S^ihih now addressed T What 
comes next ? thought I, surely some mischief, after all this palaver ; 
and I continued to read ; Hasten to Lahto to report ; the royal 
camp will reach the capital on the 20th November, when his High- 
ness will expect an account of your proceedings ; and purposes then 
to invest you with 2 ^hhillat of General, and the command of seyen 
thousand men, at the head of whom you will proceed into tte De^ 
raj^t, and arrange the wholo border from MtlltEn to Peshawar ; 
the frontier is at all times troublesome, and just now unusually so, 
which is the reason that you are deputed to tranquillize it ; perfect 
conhdenoe is placed in you, ydur powOrs will be plenary ; the Go- 
vernors and K^dars of Peshawar, Attok, Bera Ishmael Kh^n, and 
Gliazi Khan, as well as of Multan will he placed under your orders*'* 

Your head has heeii exalted ; the proudest and the ablest 
of the Bar Mrs have long sighed for the appointment, which the 
Maharajah has hesitated to confer on any but yourself ; be not 
elated beyond prudence, nor forget the practices that won you fa- 
vour. The prayers of the subject are blessings to the King, and 
they can only be obtained through the instrumentali^ 

Agents— know the secret of your proipotion, and lei^eot t^e orders 
of the Mahar£gah.'''j';^ 

# The was in the faqWs hand-writing, and bore the 

Maharajah's sign manual ; a cipher slip was enclosed, which, after 
compliments, was to the following effect : Th^.heii|t'iitf ih*6^ poor 
faqir is heavy at the separation from his feieud j hislh^ are, 
however, with the noble E^Hasis. My frieud, I have talked much 
with the MaharajaJi regarding you ; he says you are the pearl of 
the age, the one honest man in his kingdom ; I replied, that you 
were all and more than his Highness believed, and I suggested 
that Kashmir would be a proper place for you. 

‘‘ I have thought of it,” replied the Maharajah, but the 
jah does not think Hm equal to so difficult a govermnent;” 

GQ 
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was sai(J in a significant and midetfcone ; ^nd tlien afcmptly and 
stnore directly addressing xne, lie said, I haTe it, faqir I lie sfiall 
malik of tlie Western border ; am I not 4aily pestered wiili 
tales n£ tbe Ifurris, tbe Kutnks and tbe Afridees? Bellasis is a 
bold fellow, and in sootb bis pluck shall be tried ; tell him that for 
eyery rebel ieader’-s head that he brings in, he shall have a khiiat ; 
ah, he is just the man for the work !” and his Highness seemed to 
enjoy having hit upon SjO good a prefect ; he then musingly con- 
: tinned, but” — ^ the name missed my ear, it may how- 
-ay.er ,be guessed^) will he- offended ; l^t him, his anger ctonot 
ham me, and >yiU keep Bellasis stirring. Yes, produce 

your ^be partchnnahy as enclosed, was 

-Rotated* 

ISTow, my friend, refuse not the Maharajah's free gift ; it is 
better than a principality to you, it mhkes you Buler over Princei 
Bear in mind I pray you, om* conversations at Bupar ; put away 
firom you all thoughts of abandoning so good a service, so kind a 
Monarch ; trust yS^ poor friend, and hearty well-.msher, who will 
not only watdi yotir mterests, but be as yoUr own Vaqil at court ; 
and as for the lady the honored Kolvm?, for a moment I did think 
she in%fe^ be a hindrance, but his Highness knew better, and chid- 
ing me, remm'ked, “ she is not a pale-face ; is she not one of om*-. 
though now Ms wife ? and what is to prevent Bellasis taking 
T* The Maharajah as usual was right, but it has 
stmek me that ybu would like to have early notice to enable you 
to retain your boats, and perhaps send the excellent lady by water 
to Mithenkot,^ 

; «l|(^:^^ay js^;o bdt5|esarneas Ventura's and Allard'^ Hopiug 
for a happy meeting before the e 5 ^pii|a,tion of many days; consider 
me as cv'cr your warm friend. To say more would he needless, 
and unnecessarily prolong this already lengthy though fnendly 

. thedetters to my wife, and explaining the meaning, ask- 

ed what reply I should give ? 

‘‘ Take the odice my love, it is one of honour, and ^do not leb 
me he a hindrance to your plans ; I was wrong last evening, 
d(|U.:t inind me, dearest, act as if I had no wishes on the subject." 

“Like my Mixhtah, hut look not sad, my own hhtti 
sdiexue, if it separate us for a Week or tw^o, will ensure a preven* 
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tioa to fether aad futiire sepamtioE ; can you act tile troopai? 

will you ride by my side along tlie wild Affghan loi>« 
der aM I tapped my wife's smooth sweet fece. 

Can I not ? and what would I not do that we ma}% he toge- 
ther and what should I feaar while you are my guide and giiiard ?,' ■ 

I am hut half in earnest my own and dream not of 

parting, blit I Was thinking that if I tei to be keeper of the- bor- 
der, I should sa^e myself much after trouble, if I could first, quiet- 
ly and unknown to all, ride along the wh.ole line ; in one mouth I 
should thus hear and see more than Would reach me in years of 
more open investigation.” 

Oh yes, let us go^* was hef reply, “ my ambling ghp^t ahd 
my little Arab will carry me without fatigue from one ehct ' of the 
country to the other ; let us go ; I'm sure you wis!x it, and you 
will not find me in the way.” ^ : • 

ISTot willingly I am sure ; but you little know the difficulties, 
nay, dangers of the routo and plan I propose ; the berth will be a 
stirring one*” 

If there is to be clanger to you, then indeed, I should bo 
there ; for who will cai-e for you, who watch and tend you in the 
absence of your Mihtab ? and as to- a stoing bert^ would uot any 
yow could get, be so ?” 

‘‘We will talk all this over in the evening, but now I must an- 
swer these letters, for I hear the Bhaya beginning to grum- 
ble and so I took out my portfolio, while my wife seated herself 
on a smaE rug close to me^ to pursue her English studies, and 
wrote my despatch. 

KOTES/ ' 

(a) Lachmaa Kowr tnigUt well prefer the banhs of Jamnt to those of the 
Sutluj. Her father’s Estate of ^ Booria and J agSdrt on the Jamnais oneof 
the finest in the protected Sikh states. The bamboo fence, better than anena^- 
battled wall, around JagMri-is alone well worthy of the travellers* visit. 

As proof that the Sikhs were not all and always barbarians, I may say that 
Lacbrntin Kowr’s father, iifty years ago, found Jagddri a mean village, and left 
it at his death a commercial city of considerable consequence. 

His bamboo fence protected the inhabitants from sudden inroads, and his 
character gave confidence to settlers against oppreaeipn, He made some few 
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rude laws and enforced them; one was for the preservation of the bamboo fence ; 
the penalty against cutting a' single branch being the splicing of the offender's 
finger. The plantation accordingly soon became a thick jungle, so thick that it 
was impervious to all, but beasts of prey who shared its haunts with, the wild 
peacock : a tiger has been known to take refuge within it ; but in those days 
the country Ground was a grass jungle : it is now for miles in every direction 
one broad slieet of cultivation, and of splendid mangoe groves, 

(i) I.et me not by this be thought tlikt I advocate the system that has been 
aptly called that of the strumpetoeracy. The Sikh states suffer too much by 
female rule, for any. one whp has witnessed its consequences to do other than 
reprobate the system. 

For one Lachinan Kowr may be found, we will meet a hundred Em« 
^ress Gfttbarihes# 








AJf ADVKNTURJER IN T|IB PANJA8 



rnsn^aasr^pii. 


Sdktsis takes the pti^lic into Ms confidencot and condescends to reason with that 
fnydfious personage.^Eints on pathognomyi or the language of signs. 


" Oh liOve ! in such a wilderness as this, 

Where transport and security iotwine f ' 

Here is the empire of thy perfect bli^a, 

And here thou art a God, indeed divine V* 

, Campbell, 

Looking back on wbat I \ 7 rltten, it strikes me as jnst pos- 
sible that, because my adventures ax*e not precisely those which they 
^hirrk an A^mtwr&r in the Punjab'^ ought to have met with, 
some people may actually doubt the reality of my acts and writings. 
But, gentle reader^, surely, you must by this time see that I have a 
way of my own, he it right or wrong, of working out my purposes ; 
and that; although I have neither been as authorative nor as servile 
as others in my situation have been and would he, it is just possible 
that an Adventurer in the Panjah may be only a moderate .mon- 
ster,’ ®^eidmg extremes, and acting up to what he deenis rightt. 

But i mUst'^s^^ Rpynl mandate ; accordingly, putting on 
the robe of prudence and the etceteras of plain-dealing and straight- 
forwardness, I wrote that 1 had been acting according to my in- 
structions, and that I was prepared with a full repQ^ of proceed- 
ings, which should be presented at co^,. yrithout teTay ; and in 
reference to the Maharajah’s intentions regarding the Western 
border, I stated that "" <1 mn the servant of the Mdharajah ; he ex- 
alted me, and it was his pleasure to degrade me ; but as I have 
eaten of the Sarhar^s salt, so am I ready to devote myself to hia %ill, 
on the terms that the details for carrying out his orders left en- 
tirely to myself. To petition further would be disrespected/'’ 

To Azlz-U-din I wrote, '' To the hakim of the age, the wise in 
darhar, the larusty in need, the kind and. oonriderate fother. Thy 
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pleasure-giving epistle wa^ed the heart of thy welhwisher, an4 
caused a ray of gladness to rise on his clouded soul : my friendj, as I 
represented to you, I have no particular wish to repaain in the Pan- 
j^b ; I am stiU^young ; I have health and character, with good 
ohnri^oiis in my own land ; I was therefore in eeirnest in stating 
that hut one tie held me to this coUi^try ;|the Maharajah, however, 
has been kind, and has again exalted me above my expectations ; 
and in you I feel that I have a read Mend j my life is therefore 
again at the disposal of the S^rkar, and wherever it is his High- 
n^ss> me,;(^iere will I chefejrfolly go* My Mhhd, 

arran^ i>r ,/ that ,1^ shall have good regiments, and effi- 
ment Commmd^k 5: if J, have not, it is heedjess my gc^g i 
let as many Hindustanis as possible be sent ; and above all, 
urge on the Alaharajah the necessity of keeping my appoint^ 
meat secret, until such time as, when on the border, I may 
dnd it convenient to assume conimand. Let brigades, as if to 
str^^hen the frontier, be sent under Sheikh Alibaksh, Mehmaa 
2E(nd Dildar Khan, and by the Maharajah's permission, I will 
' ponmiunieate ^ Mb Highness has no objection 

• tq the scheme, I propose tq 'proceed l^?;Water to Multan as if on 
leave of absence to Bombay for six months ; from MultSn, after 
having inade my enquiries, and then disclosed mysdf or otherwise 
arraaoged with Sawan Mai almost expedient,; I would Wish to ride 
Herajat border to Peshaw^, arriving there as ao^ as, if 
not before, any definite tidin^jft. .reaqh ; and tlms picking up 

^ many liouest opinions, and much real information as to tlie frontier. 
My ^nd is aware how difficult it is for a man in authority to hear^ 
the truth ; how every view., comes to him through a distorted me-* 
divm i a^d contrary freely every tiling is eomrqimicat- 
ed to the poor traveller ; how he has nothing to do, * but be civil 
mid libeKii of his hukah, mj little and keep his ears 


Oh# other point I have to mention. The Mahara^;%:dered in 
the written by your friendly hand, that I stetdd be as- 
sured for the head of every chief I Irring in. His High- 

mtendei, I ptmotae, to he jocose with hrs servant ; but, to 
ptevent itoiatake, teh our common master that while no exertion 


iML be spared to put down his enemies, M must expect no 

as he aKude^i to from me ; lor in my country, while we are 


t are equally enjoined- to res- 
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^6et Ms jjoj^se, and to bind up hi# wounds ; all mutilations 

aare in pur eyes barbarous ; my friend will explain this poiirt/' 
All that remained was> to read the letters to my wife, and send 
them off % the Bhya. She listened, holding my hand with far 
more lovb and demotion as my wedded wife, than she had e-rer 
done during the exciting and romantic days when she was my be- 
trothed, and with the same sweet, artless countenance that she 
shewed in childhood, when it was happiness enough to gaze on me, 
and anticipate my every wish. 

It was my desire, as I told the fdqir^ to reach in the 

guise of a private traveller ; I therefore resolved to retain the two 
boats I had on the rivet, and merely to run across to L^aur, re* 
ceive my credentials, return to the river, and embarking there, 
drop down to Mithankot, whence I could easily ascend the Chenab 
to Multan. Mahtab begged to accompaa3,y me to the capital ; that 
terrible time you left me at Bupar/' she said, gave me a feel- 
ing I never had before^ / 5 l^c# being your wife, I had never, been 
a whole day without ycni till then ; and when day after day passed 
in solitude, I felt the sad possibility that we might live asimder. 
then, I never thought of existence apart from my husband/"' 

I would fain have “ bid the heart be siiU, that beat too warmly 
for its peace,” yet I would not have had her feel less acutely, so I 
promised that she should accompany me, and I managed to lay a 
doli dak to Lahaur, for us both. 

My route lay through the old city of Kasm’, where as usual,' I 

the groiirri bf fii® 

bore ; but Shatn Singh was too tenacious of his own position to 
thus recognize my authority, and simply sent ndh a message to say 
that there was no 'entrance for uninvited strangers within hia walls. 
It was not ray wish to delay, nor the Maharajah> ^ I lahould 
come in hostile contact with those I visited. I tftffifore sent a 
polite reply, that the ^uestihn shoiid be referred* to th^ darlar^ 
and proceeded on my way* 

I arrived at the capital a few days after the Maharajah hihi'- 
self, who had, on leaving Bupar, made a rapid sweep along, th^ 
Eastern hills, where he was least expected.' Avoiding beaten 
roads, he had studiously sought out the castles and villages of those 
who least looked for such a visit. To some few, the royal move- 
ment proved a blessing, but to the majority, and especially to those 
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» least able to bear tbe burthen, the camp and court, as do all camps 
and courts, brought a curse and a plague. During this short toux 
some few jajirs were resumed, and nazaraUaks^ to a considerable 
amount, were received, but it was the higarls and the poorer hus-*- 
baudmen who suffered most ; the former driven with heavy bur- 
thens, like beasts from stage, to stag% unremunerated, and uncared 
for, and the lattei*, daily and hourly plundered of their grain and 
fodder, and too thankful if not also seized as ligaris^ Nor were 
such scenes unknown in my o>va camp ; and all I could do, and 
aE ^y,.did not altogether prevent the. practice, even under 

my 0^ eyes. Once, on my travels, I saw the brother of a chief 
of liigh standing, and own er of a tenitory of several liikhs of yearly 
revenue, Jioldiog the horse of a common Mimshi of mine as he 
disrnoiinfcd ; and on another occasion, witnessed the same Sardar 
assistmg the other in climbing up a ladder : the inference being 
that any man in aufchorify can hardly prevent his followers going 
through the laud as a pesLilcnce. The chiefs and officials so well 
unde&tand the system, or^ rather so little intelligible does any 
other appear to on thr own lands, when the plague 

comes, ^ey just look at it as a vi^ti^p^ of Erovidence ; thank 
their stars they too have had their day, or may have, and 
just grin and bear the passing evil ; heaping all personal civilities 
on the visitoj^, while possibly they are exerting themselves to keep 
back ithe ' supplies, , or to throw the onus of supplying the rasad 
upon a beigl^ohring territory* * ’ 

I was soon summoned to the presence, and was received most 
graciously ; as desued by me, no notice Was taken of my proposed 
deputation t@i the feontier, but his Highness carelessly observed, 
that my request for six months’ leave of absence •was complied 
w'ith, and it was only necessary that I should report myself month- 
ly to tiie faqir. I thanked his Highness for his kindness, and 
then presented a report of my late deputation. Fagir Ariz-ud-din 
was desired to read it, which he did in his usual cl&r amlbusiness 
like style: attentively listening to the end the Jttahaxjyah observed, 
All ! Belhisis, so ^hain Singh would not let yohin ! he is ruf- 
fling Ills feathers on the grounds of oi^ approaching alliance with 
his hous<^, but we’ll teacli liim to pv&t ^arwdnah** “ The 

Sa/rdar is a khair kkwak^ faicliful and brave,” "was responded by 
many voices, and: !f j to unueoessarfiy embrofi 
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pleaded for pardon for the offender* You area stonge per^fon 
BeMasis, they tell me yon are hotj and I too hare seen your blood 
boil, but in this and other caseB you seeiu to possess more of the 
lamb than the Hon,'' 1 replied smiling, “ I would reserve my 
strength and my angej for the enemies 6f the raj, but Sardar 
Sham Singh is a faithful servant, even though the royal favor may 
have spoilt him.” At my so unexpected interference iu behalf of 
the offender, many were the waJtB /” and loud the exclamations 
from the hangers-on, in my favor \ the friends of Sham Singh es- 
perially trumpetted my merits, and declared that there must 
hare been a mistake, that on my own account the Sardar 
would have felt honored by my presence, and as bearer of a royal 
mandate the gates must have been and sui-eJy were thrown open 
to me,, , 

Ihe Maharajah was by no means deceived by the outcry, how- 
ever he permitted himself to be softened by the interest taken 
in the offender,* he ther^f^^e/ exclaimed, ‘^‘Such an exainple 
n)ust; not go uupunished, and but that I remember the father's ser- 
vices, his son should not have another opportunity to shut the gates 
of' Kassur against his Sovereign; bill taking all things into consider- 
ation, we will on this occasion timply fine S^am Singh fiiffcy thou- 
sand rupees ; Eh, Dena Nath, ndte the jurimanak^ and see that 
it is realized.” Murnmrs and further remonstrances arose, but the 
Maharajah silenced the speakers with, ha$^ the order is given, 
well hear no more on the subject, and Sham Singh may thank my 
clemency Kw-j . ihe b'usiness of the day then ■ proceeded, And 'there 
was the usual strange mixture of accounts and of politics, of fines 
and maimiiigs wiili speeches on mercy and forbearance : in due 
course the darbar broke up and I returned to my dwellmg. 

in thus sketching off these my reminiscence^ I feel that; fak- 
ing them in tiie lu^p, they wiH not he^tnra^y ; they am 
not only patchy ; buithat th6^ ap|)eai ;t6 views at 

different, times of the Maharajah and of his people. But, trifling 
as are my notes, their inconsistency lies less in my shewing than 
in my Hero's acting ; for who that ever saw him or witnessed his 
acts, but must have pronounced Eanjit Singb to be the wisest and 
most foolish of monarchs? the gentlest and purest, as well as the 
most ferocious and debased of kings? Writing then, simply 
what I saw and heard, I rather report facts and impreissions than 
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laj down matured opinions ; which latter remain for the histoiiati 
to fom, when the suhjecjt has passed from the stage, and w’^hen, 
taking him as a whole, with his lights and shadows, his opportu^ 
nities aiid advantages, and then considering the times in which he 
Kred; a fair estimate of his character may he formed, placing 
hini in a niche, at leasts parallel With the pretended Regenerator of 
Egypt ; the Wholesale Butcher ; the merciless Slave Dealer ; who 
can talk of civilization, of rights, and of justice in a manner that 
the more unsophisticated Ruler of the Paly ab Would neter have 
If the latter, then, had less vigor, he had less 
views were inofe ’'confined, it Was the result of 
circinnsiances ; and, >vith far less opportunity Of ikiioWing the truth 
and judging rightly, his career was m1ich less marked With blood 
than that of Muhammed Alti, and the whole system of his govern- 
ment was spotless, as compared with that of the massacrer of tjie 
Blamelukes.' Enough, ho^Yovel^ lias been shewn in these pages to 
pfOye, that though not altogolher a pnndeinonmm, still the Panjab 
is hot the counfry in which an honest man should choose to serve-^ 
most true— how^"'’^ itmuyhe hsked, you, Colonel BellasiS, 
profe^ing morality and all uprighfrihiS, reconcile to yourself your 
having sought such service and your still continuing in it ?*' The 
questioU is easier to ask than ansiver ; and in reply I might ask 
the soldier, the lawyer, the tiader, in any countiy, how he can 
reconcile this 6r that act to his conscience ? and ftuther I may say, 
that as Icmg ak I temaafe at li&asft fOund in it less 

of slavery than perhaps in any European aimy ,* and that I was 
loss likely to have to act against my conscience than if serving with 
more poW Despotism is good, if it caU he pure and 

energetic ; each petty *Ohief in the Panjab is a despot ; I was one ; 
and if IU 3 '- ability could }ia\'e equalled my intention, I might, dur- 
ing even my short career, have effected much good ; hut in Rus- 
pa, Prussia, Ausfria, France or England, what could soldier of 
h^te hope4 ? At best, as a hoary Suhiptenn, to slay or 
he Poles^ or Italians, fighling for their liberty, 

or to waste the morning, ay, and rtooii of life: nh the coast of Af- 
rica, or the West Indies ; a^ a subordinate Engaged in the most re- 
volting duties ] live tmeared for, and ixnpitied J But, in 
■ ’^ch a service as that I had sought and gmned, there wa^ at least 
pd and above allj oppoimiilfy of 
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follbwipg, tji6 bmi; of. one’s heaxfc wlietber for good or for eyH* 
It is not then the o^Stce, in jihe more th^n elsewhere, that 

eiiher ennobles, or degrades. I thus diffuse because I know 
•ihat wny, who wijl begin. by despising me as an AnvENrxJBnR at 
all, will take- especial o^eno^ at an An’^ENTUBEE ik. Tp:|i Pa?«- 
JAB,’' while the same persons wonld, pn the strengA of a bit of 
parchment from, thoir own sorereign; npen. their fire on their own 
qountrjmen, or would unhesitatingly serve rs contingents, to put 
Up any tyrant, or crush any struggle for liberty. 

I mado^the preparations fpr my expected trip, quietly and cau- 
tiously,, assisted only by my frienii the/i^ir and his brother, luy 
old acquaintance, Nfir-hr^din, The KJudifa though Tcry inferior to 
his. elder brother? is, still, a most useful servant to Stp-te. : hi^ 
appointment combines, as nearly as possible, tbo; Jltfropean ofi&ces. 
of ©ommissary General and head Stiore-foeper ; he also assistak 
Hs- brother in communicating with, jl^mbpe^s, is supposed to un- 
derstand their temperameiit,' ^ not to be too touchy about their^ 
neglect of forms.. I nbed hardly note that many Europeans, low- 
born, low-bred, and lojv -minded, tliink fit to lord.it over ali» A s^- 
atieSj and to shew their own dignity by refusing the usual civilities, 
to those- in every way entitled to them, whoi&e fedings are hurt, 
and position, ampng fteir countryman is lowered, by such 
rough contact with overbearing foreigners. Clever, supple charac- 
ters, therefore, the wiHows rather than the oaks, are selected at na- 
tive courts to deal with Europeans, and none perhaps ev^ did&olc 
work more dexteEously than 1hese«itwo r& I 

Imve already noticed as the eloquent mouth-pieco eff 'Hs master ; 
he is also the sole channel of communication with the EngMsh Go- 
vernment, and to his good sense and adroitly administered, advice, 
may be attribiffpil the long subsistence of friendly xelortipne between 
tiie two powers., lake his mast^, '^or rafcar, dtte aE mankind, ) 
the faqir is inconsistent ; but J, look, ok. him as by far the best 
man, in the Panjib, the one who, with greatest temptations, has 
run through, a long career with least reproach. He is perhaps the 
only one of the Lahiur courtiers, who has not a blood-feud to 
maintain, or whn,has not enemies, seeking his destruction ; conse- 
quently, in. any outbreak, his life would be safer than that of any 
other man in the court. 

Short as was my stay this time at Lahaur, I saw fresh instan- 
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ces of tliose characteristics which struck me on iny first arrival^ 
and one I will record as illustrative of national maimers. 

It was about noon that I was retu rning one day from darhdr, 
and riding at a smart trot, with only two orderlies, along the su- 
hinhs of Lahaur ; suddenly I was met %■ a crowd of people, weep- 
ing, tearing their hair, and makiag violent gestures.- This I should 
not much have noticed^ such being the usual expressions of giief, 
but four of the party bore huge Hgh ted torches, which glared eren 
in the strong sunlight. 

My readers may he aware that this is the oriental mode of ex- 
pressing the absence of the light of justice, and the darkness of the 
ruler's eyes. The plan frequently sue ceeds ; a Mazing torch can 
he held up, where a pooa^ dare not approach the Govern^- 

or, an(f the appeal [>erchauce attracts attention and obtains redress. 
Before I knew where I was, the crowd I met had recogniscfUme, 
and shouted, it is the faranr/i favourite, Bellasis ! — ^rnalic him go 
yrith IIS 1— the Jedri will not be dosed against him !” and, on tlio iTh- 
stant,,.two fellows seized my reins. I was so irritated that 1 struck 
Chandha severely anC^tfie k%se, to disengage himself 

from his forward load, reared straight on end^ throwing my tor- 
mentors on their backs, and nearly transfixing me on the spear 
points of some of the party behind. A pause followed, and then 
the crowd selected two spokemen, who apologized for the violence 
‘ of the rest, and ^treated me to accompany them to the presence, 
and he "therr aAvoeat^- ih-a^casft.j(if^grea^^ J recom- 

mended the plaintiffs not to try a tumultuary appeal, but to come 
the next day to me, and state their grievances, promising to do my 
-best fox them. After some little demur, my counsel was adopted, 
andtlh aeclaahations. 

I need not trouble my reader with the details of the case; 
luckily it was one easily adjusted, and I had the pleasure of send- 
ing back the deputies, well-contented. . 
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CONU^TS* 

3r%e Lamp is extinguished* 


" It is a fearful thing, 

To love "what Death may touch — a fearful thiug 
That Dove and Death may dwell in the sanife Vi^rld !" 

' "'V'’ •' ' ■ Meman. 

« I know thou art gone, wh^re’j^ forehead is starred, 

With the h^SLVi^timt^w^t in thy soul ; 

"Where the lighiM thy loveHness cannot be marred, 

^lor thy heart be flung hack from its goal ! 

I know thou ha?t drank of the lethe that'flowB; 

Through a land where they do not forget, . r ' 

That sheds ove;p memory, only repose. 

And takes Whi it, oni j regret I 

ATwnytnous. 

** If I could If ®ep fhee as thoh: art, 

All cold, and all serene, 

I still might press thy lifeless heart, 

And where thy smiles had been 1 
Evenc'-ij^ile thy cold', bleak.coiq^J’hav^, ^0. V'" 

Thou seemest still my own — 

But there -—— I lay thee in the grave— 

And am indeed alone 

Wolfe* 

My business did not detail me more ibaa a weok at taliaujir 
and we, lost no time in rcturuing to our boats at Bdreti, ot ratber 
at Gandasingwala, tbe village on i the Panjdb side of the gM% 
where our boats lay* 

Let me be forgiven if I linger over those days, every event of 
which is burned into my memory ; and which now, when I look 
back on them, seem to have comprised an age* They have left me 
the withered being that I am * perhaps more fondly and fancifully 
tenacious of my sprrow than I ever was of my happiness. 
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Once on a time*. 

I saw a stately forest tree 
That spread abroad in suraniei! tipaer 
His branches free;, 

'And if the storm some boughs had anappedj 
Bis roots were but more firmly v^rapped. 

His stem; more strong to4e©. 

There came an hour 

'When one sweet plant around him- threw^ 

Her tendrils soft, and closely grew,. 

His own dear fiower t 
Wove round each branch her fingers sUght>^ 

And brought of beauty and delight 
A precious dower. 

I loved to trace 

How that rough tree was fondly grasped,. 

And how, while love his branches clasped,^ 

In close embrace, 

All lovingly he lent his power, 

To prop and feed the gentle flower 

That gave him grace ; ’ " 

Till not one twig, or leaf, or spray, ^ ' 

Of all, the forest king’s array, 

But was with its own tendrils curled. 

Add its own sweet blossoms pearled^ 

A flame within th# forest sprung ; 

On burning wings it swept along. 

Leaving the traces of its wrath, 

Blackness apd ashes in its path. 

It breaithed upon the tree 

' -V " ^ • |j)ried up his verdaht leaves and shoots. 

But where was she ? 

The lovely flower that round him. grew,. 

And from his breast her life blood dre w ; 

Whose tendrils, till in death grown cold, 

Had ne’er relaxed their loving hold. 

Low on the ground was laid 1 

The naked stem, 

Blackened and bare, ^tilhbraved the atornv 
, , ,, Unchanged his stature and his form* 

But reft of every gem. 

: V . He asked no other flower to come^ 

' . Abd twine around hie leafless home— 

The circling mouths that o’er him flew, « 

Bathing his withered boughs with dew 
, Simshine, and rain, arid breeze might bring, 
hroi^ght to him no second -^ring. 

; w? restwued voyage down tke riw, I paid yiat 
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to ICasur, wliere my i^eoeplion was very differeBt from tliai I had 
met a few days before* Sbto Siiigli had received a xoy si parw an- 
and could no longer- refuse me admission, having also had 
proof that the Maharajah would not he trifled with ; the Clrief felt 
that it behoved him, by a double por |ion of assiduity, to make up 
for his former churlishness. Stffl, he could not conceal how irk- 
some my presence was, and I did , not feel inclined to remain long 
where I was an unwelcome guest. 

During iMriisit, I gleaned some particulars of a place that 
Contains iJltA to interest the traveller ; the impression left 
hy my flrst hasty survey of the town and coun try was confirm- 
ed on closer inspection* I now ascertained that, of a fertile 
and extensive territory, but a small proportion is cultivated, and 
that the whole is sub-let by Sh^m Singh to a farmer, for less than a 
third of the revenue it might easily ji^; 3he population is much 
like that described in the last . Chapter one, as inhabiting Firoz- 
phr : in both places the siime ctees have worked the same effects ; 
constant aggression, continual raids made or suffered, insecurity . of - 
life and property have made Kasur even more a desert than the 
neighbouring estates ; and where in the Panjib can real good cul- 
tivation be found ? or wAere the old and hereditary cultivators and 
village Chiefr ? No where — every iMng is done loosely, and as hy 
people fed from hand to mouth, while the rural population will all 
tell you that they are settlers, that they have come from the West 
and South W est, allured by promises of rich lands and liberal 
terms; they ,, came and found a country "4vasted rand desolated by 
tire Persians, fhe Mahrathds, the Affglians, and the Sikhs. One 
part or othef of Northern Hindustan has been continually exposed 
to the sWord; but all the invaders passed through the Panjib ; it 
has therefore suffered the most, and bears to this day in almost 
every q^uarter, testimony to; tke hhgh^g effect of war, and its train 
of ills, pestilence and famine among 

Though this is not the place to enter into either the statistics, 
or the romance of ICasQr and its territory, they have too many in- 
teresting recollections attached, for us thus summarily to pass by 
this city of fhe dead, this mighty mass of ruin. 

The present town occupies the enceinte of one of the twelve 
Pathan forts of modem days, while the remains of the ancient city 
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lie in massive mins for miles to tlie North, and East. The Kasur 
territory being opposite the Btoke of Eerozpnr g/iat^ and between 
the other two great thoroughfares of invasiorij Hureki and PAk 
Patan,. suffered perhaps more than any other portion of the fron- 
tier except .Fero2:phr from predatory inroads ; what man failed to. 
do, natoe completed. The SuduJ in its wanderings, though it has 
perhaps increased the Kashr lands, has, by throwing np beds of 
sand, destroyed many rich locations, while the By^s, a river that 
improves instead of deteriorates the lands op. its banks, htis com- 
pkt^y ifef^en the Kasur territory, an d instead of, pa of old, unit- 
ing with the Sutluj at KasCir, now does so some thirty miles high- 
er up at liureku . < 

As the ^r^l vel I er approaches Kasih- from the Kluldar of the Sut- 
luj, his Qji) is aLtnicccd in the fac distance by the higJi kankery 
bank of what nuisi: liavtf. bcjon the old bed of the . Byas, vising two 
hundred feet above the fvhader, sprinkled with date trees, and the 
highest cliff capped by a faqir's tukh/a close to the ruins of an an- 
cknt tower; the last remnant of the castles of the old Rajput lords, 
when Kasffr, was a Hindu prinoipjility ; and when, as history, or 
rather as local, legends, say, a. King of Delhi came, wooed and W’-oh 
the dangJiter of the Prince, and by degrees conv erted his bride, her 
father, and subjects to the tenets of Mahom ed. It was not always 
thus persuasively that Islam gained her converts. The legend is 
probably correct, for all along this border, and indeed from the Jmn- 
Tia to the Attak, are rt'lb<?.s pfmr tribes of converted lliiidiis, still 
bearing ihcir old .Pagan designarions, and retaining many of their' 
prejudices and custonrs ; the same village often containing Hindu 
and Hahommedan, Rajputs, Jats, &o., calling each ot^er brethren, 
and on certain occasibns associating, and evCn sometimes ijiter-mar- 
rying, . ' ' 

The Rajput dynasty fell undeif an inroad of Affghius and their 
descendants, the Patji^ CShiefs were as already narrated^ driven out 
by the Siklis. The many forts still m repair with the many others of 
the crumb%g to the d.ust, tell of troubles and 

insecurity of their day, and the desolation of Ae country for 

miles aroiind teE the same tale as does SirhintI old Lahto. 

' . ^ Had, “time permitted,; would gladly have prolonged my stay at 
a ^iaee so full of tradirion, and presenting such peculiarities of cuisb 
tom and character; bnt:we had a long trip before us, and the cold 
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wcatlier, that golden season in Hindustan, ^vas slipping away. We, 
therefore^ resolved to continue our course down the river, and 
#arted for Bareke, our little fleet gflding down the stream, at the 
rate of about three-and-arhalf miles an hour. Thirteen miles from 
Bareke we came- to Memdot, a Sikh dependency, the name ©f 
"which has already been brought before the reader in Oh^nd 
Khdn’s list of ;disa|Pected , States. The Kh^n is a reluctant vas- 
sal of Lalmur y but considering me as a Sdhih in the Mahara- 
jah's favour, JamM-4-diu Khan thought it worth while to be on 
the riv^, hank with his brother aud son, and all he could muster of 
his retainers^ some fifty foot and, halfas many horse, to do me ho^ 
nour, and in^dte me. to his castle. I declined, the invitation on the. 
plea of haste, huti-peceived Mm with, respect ; and, und^ a 
Tkah hastily Inched, talked for an hour with, the Chief. He is a 
fine-looking man, of good and manly fipaia^res ; a sportsman and 
liking all Franks, or, at least, professiHg to do so, he asked me fora 
chit, wMch I gave, not exactly the efiPect he desired, but such as 
in reason I could, he produced very many for my inspection, 
some of them pretty cousiJenibly absurd, and watched my counte- 
nance while .1 read- them, which fortunately I observed, or I might 
have hurt his feelings by the amusement that I could with difeculr 
ty conceal. ' • 

The tow^u of Memdot is a miserable collection of huts ; the fort 
is an old,, imposing-looking pla(ie, but of no strength,, and fast 
crumbling to pieces ; they are on tlie edge of the Kidir, and r^ 
a fair chance by a rieak of the rivcKj to be soon bodily carried away. 

.What has been said of misnilc at Kasfir and elsewhere, may, to 
the full extent, apply to ^Teindot ; indeed jnore amply ; for, instead 
of attempflrig to irrigate his extensive and rich lands bordering on 
fhe liver, Janml-n-din Khfin has tiied to increase Ms revenues by 
resuming the rights of the village head 'has cons^ 

very much lessened MsuncoUie^ decreased his population, and ren- 
dered those who remain thoroughly discontented. 

Jumal-u-din Khan's territoij yields to Mm, one way and ano- 
ther, fiines, one-half of all crops, transit duties, and aMlat^ the 
yearly sum of fifty thousand rupees ; and this from a tract of coun- 
tiy not less than sixty miles long, bordered all the way by the Sutluj, 
and capable, in all its breadth, of being irrigated flom that river. 

About eight miles below B^aki, we entered the Bahaw^al- 
ir 
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p{ir territory ob our left ; tlie Alahar^jali’s (iominioo still <iontmu« 
mg on otir nglrt ; tbe former, tlioxigli still in iqany places covered 
with, deep forests of tamarisk, shewed symptoms of more cultiva- 
tion and ol" better government than the neighbouring country on 
either bank. 

AP went smoothly until we arrived near E& Patan,(^^^ a con- 
siderable town about six miles from the rivers already mentioned as, 
the high road of the early invadj^rs of Hindustan, but more famed 
fox its annual fair. Wishiing to see a place I so (^ften heard, of, I 
detigpnped tq halt the. next day, and ride over to PAk Patan, and 
gave 0x44x3 accordingly. h{ahtS,h, in hear if eak and netvons state, 

fcaded evf^h;a:%WvhQi|r^^ but she 

her own rdsgivh]^:: (5P|Lq yireather was heavenly ; nolhm^^ 
he morq delightful; the days cool, the mornings and evenings 
bracing* That evening as we sat on the roof of our boat, and saw 
no symptom of life around, except the other four boats of pur fleet, 
containing our servants^ and guard, we agreed that in 

such Calm tranquillity, thus left to ourselves, we could have no- 
thing to wi^h, ho desire to gratify. 

As usual it was late before We retired ; fear|ng no ill, I had left 
the arrangement of the night guard to Aliverdi Khan, who simply 
planted a sentry opposfte to each boat, as a matter of form, not as 
• considering any necessary; I dreamt not of misfortune but my pre- 
cious befo^ descending from the roof ex claimed, and is it 
the last time we are to sitliere^together, and must I go pn wi^out 
you, to-morrow, my husband The dear girl was so overwhelmed 
by her feelings that she could give no reason for her fears, except the 
Repression of spmts mduced by bodily weakness, and, as I pointed 
out to her, the natural resrdt of the terrors and exciteihent she had 
undergone, I tried to calm and comfort her ; and had scarcely 
succeeded in so^ doing, and seen her sink into a sweet sleep, when 
'I was roqsed with cries of “fire V* anp the voices of my sexwants, 
exelaiu^g tfet the baggage boat was'in flames. I started from my 
reinembering thai: the few goads I l^d in the world 
were cdnta&ed in tpat boat, I pulled on a dressing gown, 
pud telling my frightened wife to remain quiet, I ruAed out 
to see what could he done; the boat W’^as about a hundred 
■ fi’om the one we occupied, and I. had scarce reached it when 
t heard from the spot I had just kft a rush of men, a few drop- 
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ping sliotSj aiid on6 piercing sliriek ; tie voicb was Kers, I mied 
backj but was received iit the arms oi several stout rufiians, who 
Bound niy hands behind my back, and threw me on the ground ; 
the agony of body I iheii suffered v^as great, my arms were all but 
dislocated, but what was it to the rackijog of my ihind ? I called iu 
3iny despair td all arid every one of, my people, but so welt had the 
attack beeii arraUgecb and so completely were we surprised that all' 
able and mllmg to strike in' niy behalf were either cut 
dovhi or served as tdyseff No further violence, however, was 
offered, and Us I lay iif this state of fearfiil helplessness, 
I perceived that the hand of ruiSans quietly disfjersed, seem- 
ing either to have effected theh^ object, or been baffed in it^ Am 
•Oppressive ^nce fcfiowed the late shrieks and clash ‘df arms | 
somethneV rffnoan ffom one of those bound hke.mys’elf; or a deep 
bregfth from orie of the wounded beside tts, was the only sounds 
1 listened in vain for the voice X v^auted to hear, amd when I called 
but my wife^s name, my Mood #as cUrdled by the vacant silence 
into whibh my.yMidfe . At length morning dawned; I 

had t^fed “fo struggle, from sheer ejsihaustion, and probably the 
cold air of the morning reduced the swelling in my limbs ; I found 
that I could w(3rk mty right hand out of its festenings, and soon re- 
leased jmyself entirely. In the^dim %ht I sprang into the accom- 
modation boat, and for the first moment could distinguish no object ; 
groping along I stumbled over a dead body, which I soon recog. 
nised as that of one of the female attendants ; and then a feeble 
voice besought for the love of Alla a hf V^tOr; I 

brought som'e to 'the poor sufferer, another of ; wife's' women, 

and when she had drunk it, bid her tell whefe waB her mistress: 
she pennted to' the cabin window. Now I understand it all!'' I 
ejaculated, Mie threw herself into the river womau mo- 

tioned that I was right; I left the poor Createe to her fate, and 
Pushing out, loudly c^ed to my people, some few who, like my- 
self, had broken their bonds, approached: no onO knew any thing 
of their mistress^ I dragged the river in all directions for a quarter 
of mile, but tlmt day of despair closed on me .without a' clue to 
my lost oner's fate'. I found that seven of my people had been 
killed, ten wounded, and two carried away by a hand of horse and 
footmen, said to have been not less than two hundred in number ; 
dl agreed that they were no common robbers that we had beem 
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watched and tracked ; that the £ring of the bag-gag-e boat' 'w^s ^ 
mere ruse to draw me away from Mahtab, who was the object of 
the attack ; it was moreover said that none of the assailants struck 
but in ^self-defence, and that they seemed to have been anxious to 
execute their purpose without doing bodily injuiy to me or my fol- 
lowers. 

They had carried off their own wounded and killed, so that 
We were unable to gain any immediate clue as to ‘who, 'or what they 
wete ; .from the tracks of their feet they appeared to have separat- 
ed Mto twos and threes immediately they got into the long grass 
jungle out of sight of the boats : all my people agreed that their 
jpaistress had not been carried ofiT, so the cruel alternative remained 
that in attempting to escape, most likely in the hope of reaching 
me, she had fallen into th^ drowUed. 

All that day, I have said, we searched hud while thus ocaipied, 
the fever of my brain was still, but when night again came, then 
indeed d felt the full desolation of my condition, all the bitterness 
of my lot ; my people watdied me with affectionate solicitude, and 
I was averse to act fhe woman before 'them ; that night again no 
sleep came to my eyelids, and before dawn we were ah again out, and 
with the' aid of the Chief of Pak Patan, (who, alarmed at such an 
occuiTence in his district, offered zealous assistance,) we searched 
high ,an4 low for several miles below our anchoring ground, when 
at IcngtE tiowi^dis evening at no great distance from the boats we 
hooked up 'the reniams of wbnt had been Maht5,b Konwar, 

The sight of her, still beautiful in death, still unconmpted, quite 
overcame, my frame already worn to exhaustion ; I sunk faintingly 
beside her, and it was long before I could be brought to under- 
stand wlicre I was and what had occurred : my senses, however, 
came too soon, I took my loved one in my arms and bore her for 
the last time to her cCuch ; there I myself laid her out, attired her 
as if in mockery in her wedding gai*ments, and watched her during 
the niAt,;. wMe my servants by breaking up some large boxes, 
nahed together a rude coffinV The sound of the htUnmering dur- 
ing the night - cam^ on my soul as the kneU of her departing spi- 
rit ^ it was anguish to look on her, and yet I could not withdraw 
my eyes ; before morning a change had come over her coiinte- 
Uauce, the same calm, ^eet smile was there, but the colour 
changed, corruption was doing its work, the canker worm was 
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already at play. At sunrise the coffin and the grave were reported 
ready, the former was brought into the cabin ; once again I kissed 
my wife, I threw myself beside her corpse, and prayed that I could 
have died for her : my attendants had retired^ but fearing, something 
wrong from my long delay, they again entered and gently roused 
me to exertion : as calmly as I could,, I took her in my arms, and 
placing her in her last cold narrow abode, I wrapped the snow 
white cloths around her, and for ever m this world hade adieu to her 
who had been the light of my eyes, the darling of my soul. 

While the lid was being fastened down, there I sat, watching 
the movements of those who struck the nails, as if every blow was 
aimed at her, and surely as if every nail entered nay own squI. 

. They cwied her out, and seldom hn> young wife been carried 
and followed to her grave by more sympathizing mourners than 
was Mahtab Konwar, a.ttci)ded by no Christian, hut her husband. 

But why should I thus dilate ? why harrow my own soul, and 
au'ain open out the wounds that time has softened though not 
healoA-r • As 1 read our bea,utiful funeral service over ali that was 
dearest to me on earth, I felt that though she could not come to me, 
I should go to her, and that posssibly she was then lobldngon me, and 
watching, with affectionate sympathy, the genuine outpourings of my 
broken heart. 

I stopped at the ^7iat for a we ek ; and enclosed the tomb, 
planting wild flowers over it, and a girdle of evergreens around ; 
she was^ nature's own child, as pure, as uncorrupted as nature's self, 
and there sleeps her last sleep, ca&dly ajiid linmolested, in no 
burial ground of man, hut in the broad plain of P^k Patan; the 
heavens for her canopy, all nature for the bounds of her domain. 

The last time I visited the spot of my angePs earthly slumber, 
I was sitting alone on the ground, in the dusk of the evening : I 
felt something touch my face, and, in the more than woman's 
weakness to which I was reduced, I started, and even trembled. 
The next moment I saw a beautiful butterfly, winch has just 
emerged from its chrysalis ; and this trifling incident, kinging 
thus palpably before me the most vivid type of our own resurrection, 
did more to release my heart from the grave in which it was huii- 
ed, and to carry my thoughts towards a glorious hereafter, than 
perhaps any tiring else could have done. 
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Glorious creature of tbe si)ring ! 

Floating life ! embodied joy ! 

From thy rainbow^tinctured wing(5)‘ 

Breathing bliss without alloy ! 

Chill is their heart, their bosom cold, 

’ And dim their eye to see. 

Who the heavenly form behold, 

A type of fluttering vanity ! ' # 

Different far the angel voice 
With which to me thou speak est. 

When, mounting upward to rejoice 
Thy cold, dark tomb thou breakest / 

“ Sown in corruption’’ but a worm, 

On earth’s dark breast to perish j 
^lory raised” a beauteous form, 
dFoyDoje and flight to cherish ! 

I could Iiave lingered for ever b eside tlie place where my hopes 
lay buriedj but I remem])ered I had still duties to perform, and 
that an unmanly yielding to sorrow was not the way to shew thank- 
fulness for the treasure that had been lent me, and for the hope 
given by Christianity. I roused therefore, and tried to employ my- 
self, but soon foimd that if I could eyer regain my elasticity of 
mind, it would mot be while occupied in pursuits, so closely as- 
sociated with my last' one. Indeed, as I had told but 

one tie bound me to Asia, and that one being severed, I resolved 
to seek a different land. I therefore at once wi’ote suitably to 
Aziz-u-^^.a^ tendered my resignation; begging for permission 
to continue my Voyage to .J[iombay,«.J'here to embark for Europe. 

In due course I reached Bahawalpur, and there received an- 
swers to my letters ; the faqir was kind in the extreme, nothing 
could have been more so, had I been his son, he could not have' 
shewn more real commiseration. The answer, > hbwever, to my re*^ 
quest for was in different sort ; it certainly expressed a 

proper feeling for my misfortune, but informed me that my mar- 
riage was an arrangement of my own, and one which in no way con-- 
cemeiihi^ SarMr; that I!, and not my wife was the seiwant of the 
state, and I was told plainly that my request shotdd Idfet be granted. 

Had I not felt that Aziz-u-din was in a measure my security, 
and would probably suffer by ihy secession, 1 should without cere- 
mony have dec ainpedj for I felt that while I had acted in every / 
way honorably and op^y, I had neliiherheen treated fairly n0 
courteously. I therefore declined the malcm huree offerings sent by 
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the Maharajah, and replied distinctly, though respectfully, that as I 
had engaged to perforin a certain duty, I would do it ; although I 
had neither reoeired my ^arw arinah of installation, nor had my 
instructions ; but that after I had inspected the border, and done 
what lay in my power for its. secmity, I should then tender my 
resignation j and I hinted that I meant, if refused leare, to take it, 
I ■wrote in still plainer terms to the faq ir^ telling him that my 
mind 'was irrevocably made up, and that nothing should detain me 
longer than six months in the country unless it was to he avenged 
pn Malitab's murderers, of which I saw lifctie chance ; though at 
the same time I caused to he proc laimed a reward of ten thousand 
rupees for the simple disclosure, with proof, of the instigator of the 
deed. 

My pen has lost its fluency, and I feel thf^t nty task is already 
ende^ though should wish for consm^oy's sake tb finish my ca- 
reer with credit, to fulfil my ^<1 to tell my readers 

hoTv I did so. 




In reading the foregoing pages, let it be remembered, that they 
are not^ written to-day ; in fact that it was durmg the year r§40, 
they first appeared in the DMi Gazette. ^ 

Some of the prophecies given by Bell asis have been realized, 
some falsified, by the events that have since occurred ; but on the 
whole, the Adyenturer has reason to*be satisfied with the extent 
to which his prognostics hoive been ftlfiUed. 

The Panjab. has been troubl ed, — ^mightily so, — and has only 
been saved from wreck by the g ood faith of the po-werfiii neigh- 
bom' ;'~ 5 ^two, nay three, dynasties have passed away,. Bunjeet Singh, 
his son, and his grandson have all bean gathered to their fathers, 
and the man who in the Auventu eery's opinion had hardly a 
chance of succeeding to the throne, now reigns with the brother 
Bajahs as his vassals and ministers; with the brother faqirs^ as 
equally Ids humble servants. 
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WitMu three short years have all these events occurred ; to de^ 
velope their causes, and to trace out the effects in all thei-r tra?-' 
gic course, may furnish an interesting chapter in Fanjah history,, a 
chapter more startling and more romantic in its- realities, than fan- 
cy could paint, or imaginatiou conceive » The AnvENTuiiEa how- 
ever deais rather with the past than with the present and indeed 
would as seldom as possible intrude into the path of the historian; 
satisfied with the humbler, though not less useful, task of noting 
the springs of meffs actions, and, by glances at tixe back scenes of 
the Panjab society, account in a measure for the peculiarities and 
apparent inconsistencies of Sikh character. 

History gives c(> mass of events, historical romance only offers 
pictures of men and manners, and seeks rathefr to sketch the inte- 
rior scenes of life, the details, as regards the PanjAb, that seldom 
come before Europeans, than to clir^)niele events that are already 
jeecorded in the Indian Ukhbars, and other papers of the day. 

Since tins first part of fhe w ork was written, the* AnvENTUEEn 
has had opportunity of personally testing the correctness of many 
descriptions and opinions here giv en : many apologies are due for 
the incompleteness and patchiness of tjie work as it now stands, 
and it did o ccur to him to re-vrite the whole, with the advantage 
of his further experience and observations. But not having de- 
tected any material error in what ^as already put , forth, and not 
having more time at command than he can otherwise dispose of, 
he ventures to'^^ve it; to th e mbli c it s tands. ... . 

Suffice it to add, that in obedience to the coBimmids of Eanjit 
Singh, the AnvENruEER continued his pro|i*ess from Pak Patau, to 
Multku, and thence visited the Derajat and the whole Western 
border up to ; ’^at the conduct of LahSur Euler 

then drove him through one of the passes in the SuKmaOi range 
into Afghanistan, just at the time that Shah Sujah was itialdng 
that effort for his throne, which ended in his defeat at \the battle of 
Kandahar in which Bellasis took a part. That his fetune after- 
xvards led Wm to^ and J^AlAbAd, and rijiat & th0 neutral 
ground of the Khaibar and Peshawar, he expeiiended soiiie adven- 
tures, which, if the reading puhlic give encouragement, may here- 
after he laid before them. - r 
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JSrOTES. 


^< 2 ) jPali jPatan^* ilic entrance of pvriii/” or ^Mlie lioly^gate!” (^^pak,’* 
fvre; Patau,” an cnirmicc.) At tLis place there is an annual fair, on which 
occasion a Bmall, low gateway is opened, only Id^h enough to admit of a person 
creeping in ; on these occasions n umbers do resort to the spot, as every one who 
crawls through, thereby secures an entrance into paradise, finch was the legend 
I heard near the spot, but I do not know its origin. 


(K) ** Prom thy heavenly tinefured wing? ^ ' ' 

Breathing bliss without alloy.’* , , 

The wing is the organ of respiration with butteiili§a.^^^*lftieTe is a heautiful Irish 
Buperstition, that the sight of a white lmtt^j9yf#%ie time of a person’s deaths 
betokens the happiness of a f 
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[Additional note to Chapter 2d, continuation of the first note, page 28, on the 
French Officers; speaMng of Avifcable, the note goes onj 

« Avitable is of a different stamp”— he has iiigratlatea himself with the Bri- 
tish officers who have passed through Peshawar, by his boundless and princely 
hospitality, and it is perhaps excusable to shut their eyes to the faults of a man 
Whose flail: they, had eaten. Less cordial participation itx half-barbarous feasts, 
(for cImmpagnG does not of itself constitute civilization,) and a justor picture of 
the mau, might seem to some more becoming English officers. 

The most leaieiit view that can he taken of General Avitable is, fo confiider 
l)im as set in authority over savage auimalfl— not as a l^ler over reasonable he- 
jngs^grindiiig down a race, who bear the yoke with about as good a grace as “ a 
wild bull in a net,” and who, catching their ruler for one moment asleep, would 
soon cease to be governed!. But Jt is to his disgrace that he *^acts as a savage 
among savage men,” instead of shemng them that a Christian can wield the iron 
sceptre without staining it by needless cruelty br personal vice ; without follow- 
ing some of the worst fashions of his worst neighb6tit‘s. General Avitable has 
added summary hangings to the native catalogue of punishments, and not a bad 
one either, when properly used; but the ostentation of adding two or three to 
the string suspended from his gibbet, on special days and festivals, added to a 
very evident habitual carelessness of life, lead one to fear that small pains are 
taken to distinguish between innocence and guilt, and that many a man, ignorant 
of the alleged crim^; pays with his life the price of blood, for it is the GeneraPs 
system, whenj^bfCen happens, a *Sikh, or any other of his own men, disappears 
at or near any village in the FetSa^|r territory, to fine that village, or to make 
it give up fhfei murderer or mu'rdbferfl ; the latter is the cheapest plan, a victim 
or victims a^ glvep up, and justii^lS satisfied. 

Still Gen^raf Aifitable ; he is bold^ 

active, and intelligent, seeing cyery thing with his own eyes, up early and late, 
he has, at the eSpenoe Of his owu character for hum^ity, by the terror of his 
name saced much life. Believed to fear neither man nor devil, he keeps down 
by grim fear, wbat nothing dlse keep down, the unruly spirits around him, 
who, iflet flilpvw'oaldribt in carnage j bis severity may theiefDre be extenuated, 
as the least of two evHs ; but no such palliation can be olfored for gross sensua- 
lity and indecency, tending to degrade the very name of Christian in the sight of, 
perhaps,' the very worst specimen of God*a creatures among whom he dwells, 
Avitable’a whole system of morals is oriental, avowedly eschewing force, when 
artifice can gain the point, and looking on subjects as made to be squeezed 
person he is tall and stout, w|th bushy beard, whiskers and moustache, mar^m 
with the small-pox, and with a coarse and unprepossessing countenance, exhi- 
biting at times the worst passions of man/ hut again lighted up into even a 
pleasing expression ; of no education, but with strong natural sense and ability, 
he has acquired a good knowledge of Fersian and of the lE^anjabi dialect, „ 
Strangely influencing those around him, and inj&aettced by them, his history is 
a curious study, aud when hia own generation has passed away, will hardly, be 
■believed. . m 
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(Additional note to Chapter 3rd, page 36, after the words,, The Guru Teg 
Bahadur was put to deatli.”) 

This name signifies Lord of ihe Sword an appellatian which gave of- 
fence to Aurangzeb, who desired the Guru to adopt eome other name. The 
leader refused, saying, You will find that my son will verify the title, and con- 
quer by the sword,” And so he did, transforming the meek and oppressed 
Sikhs into the bold and oppressive Singhs, 

[Additional note to Chapter 3rd to come in after the words Most are child - 
less, and a large family is never found,” page 37, ] 

A curious illustration of this remark is, that Bajah Sachet Siagh has been 
three times married, and has no children ; while his brothers, who have each 
been four times married, have each but two sons : those of Diiyaii Singh being 
the well known Hera Singh, and Jowahir Siugh, those of Gulab Singh were 
IJdam Singh, killed by the fall of a gateway when Nao Nihal also perished, and 
dowahir Singh, now alive. Bhyan Siogh, indeed, is said to have had more 
than one daughter, who, according to the laws of his tribe, perished immediately 
ate birth, 
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